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MANEA AND WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

At a Meeting of the Manea and Welney District Drainage Commissioners
Held at the Lamb and Flag, Welney on Wednesday 28™ May 2025.

PRESENT
J Heading (Chair) R Gladwin
R Sears (Vice-Chair) J Hawes
C Barnes M Heading
N Cook Ms A Morris
C Crofts (BCKLWN) C Sears

M Fairey

Mrs Ruth Martin (Lead Clerk) representing the Clerk was in attendance.

Welcome and Apologies

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Apologies for absence were received from P Hawes, C Marks (FDC) and V Walker.

The Chair advised that he would deviate from the published agenda, as he had arranged for the
Commissioners to visit Manea Town Lots Sewage Treatment Works. Manea has expanded significantly since
the Works were constructed, and there are difficulties in Manea at times of heavy rainfall and so he thought
it useful for the Commissioners to observe this piece of critical infrastructure that has a significant impact on
the Commissioners drains.

C.1050 Declarations of Interest

The Chair reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included in today’s
agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual Commissioner.

Mr C Crofts and Mr M Heading declared interests (as members of the Middle Level Board) in any matters
concerning the Middle Level Commissioners

Mr C Crofts and Mr R Gladwin declared interests (as members of Upwell IDB) in any matters concerning
Upwell IDB

C.1051 Minutes of last meeting and matters arising

There were no matters arising and the Minutes of the Last Meeting were agreed.
RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Commissioners held on the 22" January 2025 are recorded
correctly and that they be confirmed and signed.

C.1052 Constitution & Membership
Viz:



1217

Wednesday 28" May 2025
Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No: 4
Meeting: MANEA & WELNEY DDC Subject: CONSTITUTION & MEMBERSHIP
Date: Wednesday 28" May 2025 Officer . Polly Tombleson
Responsible:

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Board is asked to:

A. Note the current status of its membership and the role they each play as members

serving the interests of the Board.

mmoow

requirements.

Review attendance records and identify any resolutions as necessary.
There are currently 2 vacancies
To consider previous discussions of amalgamation — SM, MWe & Up.

Reinforce the need for members to view all five ‘Good Governance’ videos.
Identify any topic areas for additional training, as well as any inspection/site visit

1. Current status

1.1 The table below outline the current composition of the Board and the quorum as detailed in the
standing orders.

Elected Members Appointed Members Total Members Quorum
Composition 14 N/A
Actual 12 3 FDC, 1 KLWN 16 5
Vacancies 2 2
1.2 The table below details the current elected members of the Board
No | Name Status (one of four categories) Commentary
1 Christopher Barnes Ratepayer
2 Neil Cook Co-opted member to vacancy - ratepayer Oddfellows rep
3 Michael Fairey Nominee of Ratepayer (M Crouch)
4 Roger Gladwin Ratepayer
5 James Hawes Nominee of Ratepayer (Westfield Farms)
6 Peter Hawes Ratepayer
7 John Heading Ratepayer Chairman
8 Marc Heading Ratepayer
9 Alison Morris Ratepayer
10 | Charles Sears Ratepayer
11 | Robert Sears Ratepayer Vice-Chair
12 | Verden Walker Nominee of ratepayer (M Crouch)
13
14

1.3 The table below details the current appointed members of the Board.

1.4 Special levy paying District Councils appoint members to Boards and their role is to be part of the
Board representing all the non-agricultural interests within the Board’s district. The Council must
consider appointing members who have relevant knowledge or experience that is relevant to the
Board and its district.

1.5 Appointed members do not need to be councillors or employees of the Council, therefore can

represent wider relevant interests within the district, eg major infrastructure, commerce,
community groups, environmental interests.
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No | Name Appointing Council Commentary (one of three
categories)

1 James Carney (FDC) Councillor

2 Christopher Crofts (BCKLWN) Councillor

3 Sidney Imafidon (FDC) Councillor

4 Charlie Marks (FDC) Councillor
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1.6 All Members are reminded that have equal status to each-other around the Board table and are
here to serve the interests of the Board.

2. Attendance

2.1 The table below outlines the attendance record for the last four meetings of the Board.

Elected Members

No Name 22/1/2025 13/6/2024 10/1/2024 8/6/2023
1 Christopher Barnes Present Apologies Present apologies
2 Neil Cook Present Present Present attended
3 Michael Fairey Present Present Present attended
4 Roger Gladwin Present Present Present apologies
5 James Hawes Apologies Apologies Present attended
6 Peter Hawes Present Present Apologies attended
7 John Heading Present Present Present attended
8 Marc Heading Present Apologies Present attended
9 Alison Morris Apologies Present Present attended
10 Charles Sears Present Present Apologies apologies
11 Robert Sears Present Present Present attended
12 Verden Walker Present Apologies Present apologies
13
14

Attendance at Chairs Meetings
No Name 6/12/2024 6/10/2023 13/12/2022 12/4/2022
1 John Heading Present apologies attended

Appointed Members (current and previous)
No Name (Council) 22/1/2025 13/6/2024 10/1/2024 8/6/2023
1 James Carney (FDC) Apologies Apologies Present
2 Christopher Crofts (BCKLWN) Present Present Present attended
3 Sidney Imafidon (FDC) Present Present Apologies
4 Charlie Marks (FDC) Present Present Present attended

3. Vacancies & appointments

3.1 Appointment of Chairman — (Present Chairman — John Heading)
3.2 Appointment of Vice-Chair — (Present Vie-Chair — Robert Sears)
3.3 To appoint the Finance Committee — (Present Committee — ClIr C Crofts, R Gladwin, J Heading, Ms A

Morris, R Sears)

3.4 There are currently 2 vacancies.

4. Composition and amalgamations

4.1 The Board is encouraged to continually monitor and review its membership, financial and climate
resilience, along with assessing its influence locally, regionally and nationally. These are all factors




Wednesday 28" May 2025 1219

that may lead the Board to consider changing its composition and/or amalgamation with (an)other
Board(s).

4.2 Amalgamations and composition changes are not swift processes and can take a number of years.
They require planning and additional/specialist resourcing by the MLC as your clerk, Environment
Agency and Defra. Therefore, the Board is encouraged to think ahead five to ten years in its
decision making, thinking about the next generation.

4.3 The Chair to report on previous discussions regarding a possible amalgamation between —SM,
MWe & Up.

5. Training

5.1 All Members are asked to digest the Good Governance Guide for Internal Drainage Boards
published by the Association of Drainage Authorities and view the five accompanying videos
intended to bring the guide to life. They are available via https://middlelevel.gov.uk/about/idb-

governance/

5.2 To date 1 of 16 Board Members have reported viewing all five videos.
To date 4 of 16 Board Members have reported viewing 2 of the 5 videos.
To date 1 of 16 Board Members has reported viewing 3 of the 5 videos.

5.3 Members are asked to identify any topics areas they would value further training on as well as any
site inspections that would help them undertake their role on the Board more effectively.

5.4 Member training is reported to Defra as part of the annual IDB1 return.

Author Name: Polly Tombleson
Role: Senior Business Support Officer

Vacancies and Elections

Mrs Martin advised that there are currently two vacancies on the Board, but the Chair added that he did not
think it essential to appoint to the vacancies. Ms Morris added that she would like to see more younger
Commissioners and suggested that Will Gladwin be invited to join the Board. The Chair agreed to contact Mr
W Gladwin to establish if he would consider the invitation. Mr R Sears agreed that it is a good idea to bring
in younger members and the Chair added that he thought it vital to have a range of experience, enthusiasm,
and youth to make an effective Board. Other observations from Commissioners were that they need to be
mindful of future amalgamations, and that putting Boards together will help those around the table to
suggest potential younger members. The Chair added he hoped that membership will be driven by the need
to do the job properly, concluding that it important to have the right people on the Board.

Training

Mrs Martin advised that the updated version of the ADA Good Governance Guide has now been printed and
copies were handed to Commissioners. She advised that it is not yet clear what supporting training material
will follow, but that the original training videos are still available to view.

Commissioners were asked to complete the training matrix as circulated at the meeting, and to advise the
office if any further training is undertaken.

C.1053 Clerk's Report
Viz:
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A. Note the content of the report and feedback on items as appropriate.
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Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No:
. MANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT . ,
Meeting: DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS Subject: CLERK’S REPORT
Date: Wednesday 28" May 2025 Officer . Paul Burrows
Responsible:
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Board is asked to:

Charging for Planning & Consenting

As previously reported, we have for a long time been reactive and had insufficient resources to cater
for the amount and range of planning and consenting workload for the Commissioners and IDBs with
an inability to step back and identify and implement improvements. Our reputation has suffered, and
we receive regular complaints.

With new leadership capacity and capability within Technical Services, we are now in a healthier
position to identify and drive improvements. A key foundation of improvement is a review and
implementation of our charging approach for developers and consent applicants. We have identified
that we are significantly out of sync with neighbours and have likely been missing out on substantial
income over many years. This is income that could in part be reinvested into developing our capacity
and capability to improve our service, as well as contributing to asset improvement budgets.

The Board is asked to support the need to review our charging model to maximise income. The new
model will be implemented from the 1%t April 2025. This will be reviewed annually, and the Clerk
invites feedback.

Highland Water & IDB Precept.

A formal appeal to the Minister under Section 57 (4) of the Land Drainage Act 1991 was thankfully
narrowly avoided in 2024/25 given that the Anglian (Great Ouse) Regional Flood & Coastal
Committee (RFCC) agreed a one-off approach to covering the shortfall in the Environment Agency’s
budget to ensure highland water claims (HWC) to local IDBs were met.

In addition, the Environment Agency’s HWC budget for 2025/26 was increased from that which was
indicatively allocated. Had the indicative allocation stood, the forecast budget shortfall would have
essentially resulted in the Environment Agency imposing an active withdrawal of management of a
number of districts and the Middle Level catchment without any underpinning consultation with
those affected, impact assessment, any clear policy position or procedure.

However, without a programme of reform and mitigations, we will potentially be in an appeal
situation at some not too distant point in the future. The time that would have been spent drafting
and lodging an appeal has been used more constructively to develop ‘The Highland Water
Conundrum’ document. This has been submitted to the Minister, Defra, the Environment Agency and
our Local Authorities.

There are a range of measures that are outside of the control or influence of ourselves and IDBs that
would make a positive difference. | have identified these as recommendations within the document.
Many of these recommendations are for the Environment Agency to consider and implement as
appropriate. | would be happy to discuss further and contribute directly to any reviews that take
account of this matter.
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We feel that it is unfair that HWC payments are under threat without mitigations being available that
provide us and IDBs with a greater degree of control, influence and/or choice. We and IDBs have no
choice but to receive and manage water that flows into our/their districts from highland areas.
We/they are providing a public service to beneficiaries within (and of) highland areas and we/they
have no choice to not provide this service.

The ’Highland Water Conundrum’ document is available to Middle Level Board Members and
Commissioners upon request.

3. Insurance

Our insurance has been arranged using Towergate insurance brokers for the year to 31st March 2025.
AXA offered a 2-year extension of the tripartite agreement we had previously signed and this was
accepted as they offered to keep our business combined policy premium at the same rate for 2025-
2026, subject to there not being any changes to the existing cover, i.e. increase in valuations.

Covering MLC and our administered IDBs, the business combined policy premium has increased this
year by £16,875, due to the significant increase in pumping station valuations following the meetings
last year. The fleet policy premium has also increased considerably due to the both the number and
size of claims during the year, together with there being additional vehicles and plant. We have been
warned that AXA capped the increase in the fleet premium, but if this had gone out to tender would
probably have been in the region of £110,000 plus 12% Insurance Premium Tax. This equates to an
increase of £68,000.

More concerningly, AXA will no longer be offering a specific policy for IDBs going forward so this is

likely to have a significant impact on the premium for 2026-2027 as there are only a few insurance
companies that will quote for our business. NFU have declined to quote.

Author Name: Paul Burrows
Role: Clerk

Mrs Martin asked that the Clerks Report be taken as read, asking for further consideration to be made of the
following points.

a) Planning and Consenting Charging Model

The new planning and consenting charging model has been implemented and been in use since 1% April. Mrs
Martin reported that it is planned to review the fees every year, and that the Clerk invites feedback.

b) Highland Water and IDB Precept

As reported a formal appeal was narrowly avoided after the shortfall in the Highland Water claims was met
by the Anglian (Great Ouse) Regional Flood & Coastal Committee (RFCC). Following this the Clerk has written
‘The Highland Water Conundrum’ document which has been submitted to the Minister, Defra, the EA and
our local authorities, and also circulated to all Board members.

The Chair added that the issue was not just about the payments, but the general principle around the claims.
A large part of the District is a Highland Water area. He feels that in Fenland having a Highland Water area is
outdated, and he has put this thoughts to ADA, Defra and the former Environment Minister. The Highland
Water area is an area that traditionally in times of flood is the area above the floodline, but due to good
management this land has not flooded in 400 years.
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c¢) Salary Sacrifice Scheme

Mrs Martin reported that as a part of the Nest Pension provision, the Middle Level Commissioners are
offering a Salary Sacrifice Scheme to their employees. Once this new provision is in place, the Middle Level
will be able to offer the same provision to Boards they administer, and the Commissioners will be invited to
offer this provision to their employee. The Chair said that he would like more detail before discussing this
further and agreed to discuss this with the Middle Level Head of Finance.

d) Fens Reservoir
Mrs Martin gave a verbal update, advising that Burges Salmon have been appointed as the Legal

Representative and an agreement for these services has been signed.

C.1054 Environment Officers’ Report

Viz:
Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No: 6
. . ECOLOGY & ENVIRONMENTAL
Meeting: MANEA & WELNEY DDC Subject: SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT
Officer
. th .
Date: Wednesday 28" May 2025 Responsible: Sofi Lloyd

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Board is asked to:

A. Note the updated Environmental Services Package will take effect from April 2025.

B. Beinformed that an environmental review and Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) update meeting
has taken place and the new Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and polices are being drawn up
for acceptance. Please make interim provision for the new BAP to be reviewed, agreed and
adopted prior to the next Board meeting.

C. Note that the new Hedgerow Regulations 2024 prohibits the cutting of any hedge growing on
agricultural land between the 1st March - 31" August inclusive.

D. Please contact the ecology team ASAP to book a survey of any trees that require felling or
trimming this year as this is the best time of year to survey for bats.

E. Be reminded that any non-routine maintenance including bank slip repairs or reprofiling,
culvert installation or replacements, tree felling, established scrub removal and channel de-
watering require environmental screening well ahead of the planned works, to ensure works
are compliant, using the request form available on the MLC website: Conservation — Middle

Level

F. Be aware that you will require licenced supervision of certain works that take place around
badger setts, which MLC can provide.

G. Note that a Board Representative will be required to attend a biodiversity training day in
2025. Those who have some control over the works undertaken within the district is best
placed to attend.

H. Areminder that the Board has a culverting policy and a presumption against culverting unless
no other feasible option is available: Standing Advice — Middle Level.

I.  Report bank slips that require remedial works as soon as they occur or are noticed.
J.  Review the water vole myth busting summary attached as an Appendix to the Board Report.

1) Environmental Services Package Update
Further to the update and discussion at the Middle Level IDB Chairs meeting in December 2024, you will have
seen and heard us over the previous 12 months, setting out our plans and reasoning for focussing, updating
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and re-defining the range of services that we provide to IDBs across and beyond the Middle Level. This will
take time and the ambition is to have a catalogue defined and ready to implement on 1% April 2026.

However, within all our service provision it is ecological and environmental compliance that carries greatest
risk to Boards, Board Members, Board employees, the Middle Level Commissioners and their staff. A step-
change in service is overdue and we have been building towards this over the last two-years as reflected in
the 2024/25 fee adjustment. Therefore, we plan to launch the new Environmental Services Package in
2025/26, as this will help IDBs to begin to significantly improve and evidence their environment compliance
and delivery straight away. This also ensures that the Middle Level Commissioners are not under-writing
other IDBs environmental responsibilities.

Background

Historically, IDBs have made a small contribution towards the MLC Environment Officers’ salary to access
ecological and environmental advice and guidance if required, in a mostly re-active manner. There has been
little definition around what services have been included.

However, protecting and improving biodiversity and the environment are higher than ever on the political
agenda, and the Government is looking for strong and proactive environmental delivery from Public Bodies
to contribute towards their own challenging statutory environmental targets. As such, legislation and scrutiny
has strengthened significantly around how IDBs deliver their statutory environmental duties. This is
demonstrated by the recent changes to the information Defra requests via the IDB1 report.

Also, the general public is nowadays much better informed and aware of the state of nature and have more
confidence in challenging IDBs about their environmental delivery and compliance. For these reasons, it is
more important than ever for IDBs to be able to evidence how they have considered the environment when
determining their approaches to flood risk and water level management.

Inevitably, this has meant that IDBs now require greater support to meet and evidence their statutory
environmental duties. There has also been a growth in demand for suitably capable and qualified ecologists
and the market hasn't kept pace with the demand, therefore salaries have increased similarly to other in-
demand professional services. This also reflects that these days ecologists also take personal liability, thus if
something goes wrong on their watch then, notwithstanding the responsibility and prosecution risk for IDB
Board members, they can also be 'struck-off', a bit like doctors. They therefore need to be reassured about
who they are working for and the associated commitment to compliance of the organisation.

Going forward
As outlined at the Chairs meeting in December 2024, we have developed an Environmental Service Package

that aims to support IDBs to achieve minimum statutory environmental compliance. The details of the new
package are set out below:

Environmental Services Package

Ref: | Category: Details: E:Z:valen "
Up to 2 days general consultancy which can be used for:
e Screening and assessment of non-routine works using
General the ESR (Environmental Screening Report) process.
Consultancy e Preliminary habitat and species surveys & reporting*
1. (inc. retained | ® Ad-hoc advice and guidance. 2
service) e Initial advice & communications for pollution incidents
e INNS identification and advice.
e Biodiversity Action Plan BAP ditch survey & reporting**
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e One environmental review with MLC Env. & Ecol. staff
. per year & subsequent reporting.
El;\r:zrol?al:sgtal e Review must include budget setting & expenditure
2. Heal:)h recording for reporting to Defra (IDB1). 1.25
Checking e Review & assessment of proposed annual programme of
works prior to Board approval.
e BAP report & review for Board.
Plannin e Up to 1 day for consent applications advice & guidance” 1
3 Ecologyg e Over 1 day will be charged on a time and materials basis.
) Services This includes responses to Local Plans and Strategies on
the IDBs behalf.
a Keeping up-to- | ¢ Communication of relevant updates in policy, legislation, 1
) date regulation and best practice.
5 Trainin e Attendance for up to 2 candidates at 1 environmental 1
) & training day per year.
Total: 6.25
days p.a.
Cost (2025/26) £2,375

Notes: *Any surveys or mitigations that follow on from preliminary surveys, including licenced work such as water vole
displacement, will be charged on a time and materials basis or can be contracted out if MLC staff are fully booked.

** Any unused consultancy balance can be used to cover the recommended annual 1-day BAP ditch survey, with any shortfall
charged separately. If any pre-works surveys (ESRs) are undertaken in the year, they will be extended so that they count as
the BAP ditch survey for efficiency.

A For activity not rechargeable to developers/consent applicants.

Unused category balances can be used to cover shortfalls in other categories within the financial year as mutually agreed.
Unused balances cannot be carried forward outside the financial year but its use can be discussed with MLC with potential
for it to be used to contribute towards assisting the IDB to progress a BAP objective instead if capacity allows.

For IDBs who also contract operational services from MLC (via Morgan Lakey, Operations Manager), there will be a 16%
reduction in fees, reflective of the efficiency gained from being able to integrate your environmental compliance procedures
into our operational processes and communicate freely with your other service providers, taking the annual charge down to
£1995 (2025/26).

We are confident that the above service provision will deliver the range of support that is most frequently
requested and required by IDBs and reflects what is necessary to achieve and demonstrate minimum
environmental compliance.

However, the minimum service package is not exhaustive and is not all-inclusive, therefore additional ad-hoc
consultancy, charged on a time and materials basis will still be available if needed and where MLC staff
capacity allows. This could include:

e Supervision of Licenced CL27 drainage operations over a badger sett

e Licenced protected species activities including water vole displacements and badger sett disturbance /
closures etc.

e Habitat creation or enhancement consultancy and habitat condition assessments
e Invasive species control

Where we have insufficient capacity to deliver additional consultancy, we will be able to advise on your
selection of third-party supplier and provide them with advice, however the IDB would take on the client role
and be the organisation commissioning the supplier, overseeing their delivery and performance.

Benefits of a service provided by MLC

Our commitment is that our fees will remain not for profit and will be very competitive compared with peer
IDBs and those of qualified external profit-making environmental consultants.
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It is our intention that from 1%t April 2025, the service package fees will be charged. For IDBs who also contract
their operational services from us via Morgan Lakey, there will be a 16% reduction in fees, reflective of the
efficiency gained from being able to integrate your environmental compliance procedures into our
operational processes and communicate freely with your other service providers, taking the annual charge
down to £1995.

IDB ecology and the IDB industry is quite niche (e.g. bespoke ecological and environmental licenses and
permits). Our ecologists specialise in and represent the local and national IDB industry interests and challenge
local and national policy where it is not enabling of our work. We have strength of voice in representing the
largest number of IDBs in the country. An example of this is the successful legal challenge made to Natural
England last year to clarify and amend the conditions within the IDB-specific badger licence (CL27) to make
it more enabling of our routine maintenance work taking place around badger setts. This was not something
that ADA, our national representative was able to progress for us, despite the implications for IDBs nationally.
Our ecologists also hold multiple IDB-relevant protected species licences and can carry out licenced activities
most commonly required by IDBs for a much-reduced cost compared to an external ecological consultancy.

There are an increasing number of funding opportunities available for a wide range of environmental
improvements, including those which could be of benefit to IDBs. This includes biodiversity net gain funding,
peat conservation and developer contributions such as Section 106 funding. Many of these require use of
local, regional and national networks, personal relationships and partnerships, along with a landscape scale
view. We provide this as we invest in it to benefit the Middle Level Commissioners. We therefore can help
IDBs to be better placed and more competitive to access such funding by evidencing their experience and
competence in delivering positive outcomes for biodiversity in a consistent way and in partnership with other
local environmental managers.

Some of the benefits you will have received to date from the ecology and environmental services department
are not always visible and would be difficult for an external consultancy to replicate in the same efficient
manner. A lot of work has taken place in the background to significantly improve the way that you can
evidence your environmental compliance. This has included:

o Assessment of all relevant consent applications on behalf of many IDBs to ensure their statutory duties
in relation to the environment are discharged and evidenced. This sometimes includes site visits,
meetings and reports. It also includes the development and publication of new pre-application
environmental guidance for consent applicants, for all IDBs.

e Influencing and contributing towards national, regional and local policy and strategy development. This
includes wildlife licencing, Local Nature Recovery Strategies, which IDBs have a statutory duty to
consider, Local Plans, Fens Reservoir planning and Environmental Stewardship options which will benefit
IDBs.

o New templates, processes and services available to all IDBs to help them deliver and evidence their
environmental compliance in relation to non-routine works using the ESR (Environmental Screening
Report) process.

e Development and launch of compliant standard operating procedures for routine works including flail
mowing and desilting. Associated training provided to a number of IDB contractors.

e Aretained ecological consultancy service (which you may have chosen not to use)

e  Monitoring, influencing and communicating legislative changes that affect IDBs such as badger licenses
and Hedgerow Regulations

e Ascheduled environmental review and BAP refresh visit (the BAP is required to deliver an IDBs statutory
biodiversity duty)
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We hope that this has provided you with sufficient information regarding the new service package from 1%
April 2025. | appreciate that the step-change in fee may not be universally well received by Board Members
that are less engaged and aware of their personal and collective environmental liabilities and risks. We will
work on the premise that your Board will opt in and engage with the Environmental Service Package. Indeed,
it’s success and your compliance requires a two-way relationship and input.

You may choose to benchmark this package against other service providers and opt-out. If so, please feel
free to use the information above to secure comparable quotes. You will also need to bear in mind the
following:
e The additional Board members responsibilities and associated training and expertise required to
become an intelligent client in commissioning ecological and environmental services. You need to
know what service you are asking for and what standards are required.

o Alternative suppliers will likely still require inputs from Middle Level Commissioners staff which will
be billed at an hourly rate and liaising with alternative suppliers may impact the cost, timeliness and
quality of other services we provide your Board.

e Alternative suppliers will need to consider how they invest in the IDB sector locally, regionally and
nationally and the myriad of partnership activity there is within and around the Middle Level.

Your clerk will need to be reassured that any alternative service provider will support and enable your
environmental compliance to report on your behalf to Defra with due confidence.

We commit to reviewing the Service Package both qualitatively and quantitatively as it beds-in to ensure
continued value for money for the IDBs and the Middle Level Commissioners.

2) The Management of Hedgerows (England) Regulations 2024
In May 2024, Defra announced The Management of Hedgerows (England) Regulations 2024 which put the
baseline for hedgerow management practices into law, and replaced the regulation of management
previously provided for via cross compliance. The Regulations require:
e a 2-metre buffer strip, measured from the centre of a hedgerow, where a green cover must be
established and maintained. Also, no cultivation or the application of pesticides or fertilisers should
take place within this buffer strip;

e ahedgerow cutting ban from 1 March to 31 August (inclusive).

These Regulations apply to any hedgerow growing on land used for agriculture if that hedgerow has:
e acontinuous length of 20 metres or more; or

e a continuous length of less than 20 metres and, at each end, meets (whether by intersection or
junction) another hedgerow.

Please advise your workforce / contractors of the change and programme such works to take place within
the compliant period: Hedgerow management rules: cutting and trimming - GOV.UK

3) Licensing of IDB works around badger setts.

Previously, MLC had planned to roll out training and licence administration services to enable all IDBs to
access the CL27 Badger Licence and to conduct their routine and periodic maintenance work compliantly
around badger setts. However there were some issues with licence returns in 2023 which highlighted some
regional variation in the regulation and enforcement of CL27 licence requirements within Natural England,
and some developing impractical licence requirements. MLC and representatives from 3 other IDBs made a
successful legal challenge to Natural England regarding the issues and have secured some positive changes
to the licence which are more enabling of our low-risk routine maintenance work taking place around badger
setts. This has removed the need for all IDBs to hold their own badger licences (although they may wish to
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do so anyway) and makes it much easier for MLC to continue to provide qualified and licenced supervision
of works where necessary. Any work that carries any risk of damaging a badger sett or disturbing a badger
within a sett, even if the risk is deemed to be small, is still licensable and MLC should be contacted for further
advice where such works are planned. This includes desilting over or near to a badger sett. Where there is
uncertainty, if any works are planned within 30m of a badger sett, please contact MLC for advice and
guidance. Please see the updated CL27 licence on-line for full details of activities that are likely to be
licensable: Licence to interfere with badger setts for watercourse and drainage purposes (CL27) - GOV.UK

4)

5)

Improved advice and guidance provision:

a)

b)

We have developed some extended pre-application advice and guidance for consent applicants to
help them understand what environmental considerations they need to make before submitting an
application to us. This includes helping them to secure the correct ecological advice and what
ecological assessments they need to submit with their application. This will help applicants to avoid
delays in us processing their application until such information is received. It has already reduced the
number of queries and frequently asked questions that we have had to respond to. It also helps to
ensure more efficient delivery of the IDBs statutory responsibilities regarding the environment that
are associated with consenting the work of others in and around IDB channels. Please take a look on
the website for more information.

We have welcomed new ecological resource at MLC who will be assisting with delivering the new
service package to IDBs. Abigail Leach has a wealth of relevant knowledge and experience that she
has brought with her, most recently from working at the Broads Authority, and is very well regarded
in the industry. Abigail has already revised and updated the biosecurity policy and will be launching
it later this year at the next IDB training event.

Water Vole Displacement Myth Busting

A number of recent, licenced IDB water vole displacements have taken place throughout the MLC area,
which have enabled some of the DEFRA-funded improvement works to be completed. There appears to
be some mis-information circulating amongst some IDBs around the need for and cost of water vole
displacements which is causing some concern and confusion. To help all stakeholders to be better
informed, we have produced a myth-busting document, attached as an Appendix to the Board report.
We will also circulate a pamphlet summarising what activity, presence and timescales landowners and
farmers can expect when a water vole displacement is taking place on their land along with the notice of
entry for all future displacements to help to set expectations correctly. Please contact us should you have
any further questions.

Author Name: Sofi Lloyd Role: Ecology and Environmental Services Manager

Water Voles - Myth Busting

Claim - water vole displacements cost a lot of money!

Fact - water vole displacements do add some additional costs to bank works but if MLC services
are used, this is much less than some may think. It is most certainly an incalculable amount less than
legal, financial and reputational costs if criminal proceedings were progressed in relation to a water
vole offence under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981.

Approx. cost of bank repair per 150m (no water voles):

£4,680 - 5,140 ‘ £31-34 per metre
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Additional cost of MLC-progressed water vole displacement per 150m

£2,110- £2,260 £14-15 per metre

Cost of using external consultants for displacement per 150m

£4,810 - £9,810 £32-65 per metre

Claim - other IDBs and RMAs and farmers etc. just get on with bank work without surveying for
or displacing water voles and they aren’t getting into trouble.

Fact — Other IDBs and RMAs do displace water voles under licence before bank works as our
ecologists have worked with them to do so. Where bank works take place without water vole
displacements, it is likely that no water vole have been found in the works area to displace. There
are also an increasing number of investigations and prosecutions where water vole offences have
been committed in areas of bank works.

Claim - If you are undertaking flood risk management work, you are exempt from needing to
displace water voles as you are keeping land and property safe from flooding.

Fact — Protected species legislation is law an no-one is exempt so routine and regular bank works
must be undertaken compliantly. Urgent has a different legal meaning to emergency. Urgent works
are those that require prompt action to resolve an expected but not imminent threat to public health
and safety such as a bank slip. It is not likely that a repairing a bank slip after harvest to avoid
damaging crops, that had originally occurred months previously will be seen legally as either an
emergency or urgent works because sufficient time would have passed to allow for the works to be
planned compliantly with a displacement if necessary. An emergency would be where an unexpected
event requires immediate works to prevent or alleviate a significant threat to public health and
safety, such as the sudden collapse of a bank and flood water threatening surrounding residential or
developed areas. In an emergency it may be necessary to fix the problem first but be confident that
you can provide evidence of threat to public health and safety to the Regulator as soon as possible
after the works, as is legally required. The emergency declaration must always be made in
partnership with a range of professionals including an ecologist.

Claim - You can’t do any bank works or maintenance where there are water voles anymore.

Fact — There are safe standard operating procedures that allow routine work such as desilting and
flail mowing to be undertaken compliantly where there are water voles which help to avoid or
minimise the risk of committing an offence. Any invasive work that breaks ground on the bank toe
or bank face should be informed by a water vole survey, undertaken in the right season, well before
works begin. For small areas of impact, for example a field drain or headwall installation, of a metre
or so wide, it may be possible to reposition the works away from burrows under ecological
supervision so a licenced displacement is not required. For longer lengths of bank impacts such as
culvert installation or bank reprofile or repair, if a survey showed that water vole were present a
displacement under licence would be required.

Claim - vou can get rid of water voles to avoid the need for a displacement if you flail all the
banks and marginal vegetation before a survey or dewater a channel.

Fact — Dewatering a channel where water voles were known to be present is a licensable activity
could be classed as an offence if it were not for specific and very short-term purposes or where a
survey had not taken place to determine their presence or absence. Cutting bankside vegetation
alone would be unlikely to displace water voles but could be classed as an offence if it damaged
burrows or disturbed water voles in their burrows.

Claim - If you fix a bank slip straight away it is unlikely to require a water vole displacement.
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Fact — A survey would still be needed but it is likely that water vole burrows would have been
destroyed or damaged during the slip in many cases and they may have therefore left the damaged
areas. If the survey proved this to be the case, then the slip could be repaired as usual without the
need for a licenced displacement.

Claim - water voles are still in our ditches and we have done bank works before without
displacing them so it can’t bother them that much.

Fact — Regardless of this, damaging water vole burrows or disturbing them in their burrows is
unlawful and carries a custodial sentence and/or a fine if found guilty. The law is based on huge
volumes of scientific evidence which demonstrates that habitat damage and loss is a key factor in
the drastic decline in water vole populations. The displacement approaches are shown to conserve
and enhance water vole populations.

8. | Claim - You can only repair one 150m length of bank where there are water voles.

Fact - The IDB water vole licence states that you can only legally displace from 150m at a time
when you are displacing from both banks. You have to leave a 150m bank length for refuge in-
between repaired sections. If only one bank is being repaired, theoretically you could displace from
an unlimited length but only if an ecologist calculated that the opposite and adjacent habitat was
suitable to take an increased number of water vole from the impacted area, which in most cases is
unlikely. The usual maximum licensable displacement length for IDBs in all cases is 150m.

9. | Claim -vYoucan only displace water voles during a few specific weeks of the year.

Fact = This is true as licenced displacements during these weeks are shown to impact the water
vole population the least and it avoids their dormant and breeding seasons. Displacement licence
periods are from 15% Feb-15™ April or 15% Sept to 31° Oct. You can also only survey for water voles
between 15" Feb to 31t Oct as they are dormant during winter.

10.| Claim - 1t is best not to tell anyone that you have water voles as they can stop you doing the
work that you want to do, and don’t allow surveys

Fact — It is assumed that water voles are everywhere in IDB ditches and drains so a survey would
always be required ahead of any invasive works. Demonstrating transparency and competence in
supporting biodiversity is likely to be attractive to potential funding partners and sources whereas
having a lack of biodiversity data and evidence or being evasive can be conspicuous and can attract
scrutiny.

NOTE! Water Vole displacement are only needed where there are water voles! If a survey shows they
are not, then bank works can go ahead.

Mrs Martin referred to the Environment Officer’s Report, advising that the report would be taken as read.
She reminded the Commissioners of the revised Environmental Services Package and the associated fee
increase.

The Biodiversity Action Plan review was discussed, and the Commissioners resolved that the Chair will review
and agree the refreshed report. Mrs Martin reminded the Commissioners of the advice included in the report,
including the changes in the Hedgerow Regulations, and advised the Commissioners that the Ecology Team
can now check if any works affecting trees may impact on bats. She reminded the Commissioners that any
non-routine maintenance works will require a survey before works commence, and the Ecology Team have
an environmental screening form that needs to be completed. It was requested that any bank slips should
be reported as early as possible, as the slip will most likely displace any water voles that may have been
present and so will not prevent any repair works being carried out. Alternatively leaving the slip and dealing
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with it later may give water voles chance to reestablish themselves and therefore prevent works being carried
out. The Commissioners were referred to the ‘Water Voles — Myth Busting’ part of the report. The
Commissioners are invited to send a representative to the attend a biodiversity training day, and the Chair
advised he would also like one of the younger members of the Commissioners to also attend. Mr Barnes said
that he would like to attend which was agreed by the Commissioners.

RESOLVED
That the Environment Report be approved.

That Mr Barnes be included in any training days.

C.1055 District Inspection

The meeting was paused in order for the Commissioners to visit the Anglian Water Treatment Plant at Manea
Town Lots.

The Commissioners were met by two employees from Anglian Water, who talked the Commissioners through
the treatment process. They advised that the treatment works receive both gravity and pumped flows and
had the capacity to receive a flow of 9.75l/s. There is an additional balancing tank so that flows can be
balanced i.e. diurnal flow can be stored in order to be treated overnight when normal flows are reduced.
Final effluent volumes are as permitted by the EA, and the water quality standards that are set have to be
achieved all of the time. The outflows are also subject to independent monitoring of water quality.

Mr R Sears explained the sewerage system in the village, and that the older part of the village has a combined
system which means it conveys foul and surface water sewage together. Before the time of mains water, the
additional flows from the surface water were needed to assist the sewage flows, but this is no longer needed.
However, this does mean that in times of heavy rainfall the combined sewage flows are too great for the
treatment works to manage.

It was thought that the original treatment works were built in the 1960’s, and Mr Crofts observed that the
population of Manea had probably more than doubled since that time. Mr Cook talked about 100 houses
that were being built and felt it would be preferable that they each had their own septic tanks. The Chair
confirmed that consent applications come to him and he welcomes the development provided that the
sewage can be dealt with. Mr Crofts added that the EA are statutory consultees, but Anglian Water are not.

The Anglian Water staff explained that at times of excessive flow, the receiving chamber will pump into the
balance tanks, which then weirs into the storm tank, then to overflow. It was not clear at the time of the visit
how often this happens, but this results in untreated sewage being discharged into the Commissioners’
drains. If flows go straight to storm overflow, then this is an issue. It was asked if having more storage tanks
would be a solution, but the AW staff thought that it would not, and the restriction is more to do with the EA
discharge permits. The Commissioners were advised that normal processing takes around 15 hours from inlet
to Final Effluent outlet. On a day-to-day basis the site copes without using the balance tanks or storm tank.
The process was explained, with coarse solids being removed at the initial screening stage, then primary
settlement before secondary settlement in the filter beds. Ammonia removal is then carried out after the
primary and secondary settlement, which is a bacterial process and not a chemical one. Tertiary settlement
is then carried out before discharge. Any sludge then goes to processing centres to be turned into fertilizer
and other by products. The whole process has to work within the permits provided by the EA, and so only a
certain amount of flow can go through the works and into the receiving watercourse. At this time, it is not
clear if there are any capital works planned that would increase the capacity of the treatment plant. Everyone
has a right to connect to the sewerage system.

The Chair thanked the Anglian Water employees for their time, and the Commissioners returned to the
meeting venue to continue the meeting.
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C.1056 Consulting Engineers’ Reports

Viz:
Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No: 7
MANEA & WELNEY DDC CONSULTING ENGINEERS REPORT:
Meeting: (Hereafter referred to as the Subject: CHIEF ENGINEER’S SUMMARY &
Board) CAPITAL PROGRAMME
Date: Wednesday 28t May 2025 Officer Nicola Oldfield
Responsible:
RECOMMENDATIONS
The Board is asked to:
A. Consider the development of a capital investment plan for asset
refurbishment/replacement and instruct the Consulting Engineer accordingly.
B. Review pumping station key dates and inform the Consulting Engineer of any discrepancies
or additional information.
1. Summary
The Chief Engineer is currently developing capital investment programmes across the catchment,
starting with estimated refurbishment/replacement costs based on the age of assets.
A new FCERM grant in aid programme will start in 2026/27.
2. Summary of key planning issues
2.1 Proposed reforms to the National Planning Policy Framework and other changes to the planning

system - Open consultation

Following the change of government in July an open consultation was held between 30™ July and 24
September 2024 on proposed reforms to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and other
changes to the planning system.

As the NPPF sets out government's planning policies for England and how these are expected to be
applied, it is therefore a significant driver and influence on development related planning policy, and
it was essential that a suitable response be made.

During August the Boards’ Chairs were given the opportunity to comment on the issues raised within
the draft consultation document and provide comments and any other related items of unease that
the Boards had.

A response, which was primarily providing answers to specific questions, was submitted before the
deadline.

One of the big issues related to development of the "green belt" and the introduction of the “grey
belt” but the consultation also included decision making, climate change, flood risk, and
environmental related issues. Responses to specific questions contained within the consultation
included:

1. The advantages and disadvantages of restoring the 5-Year Housing Land Supply (5YHLS).

2. Further supporting effective co-operation on cross boundary and strategic planning
matters.
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3. The LPA’s need to understand, consider and acknowledge the impact of new development
on their special levy and future funding requests under Defra’s Partnership Funding Policy.
Under this policy housing built or converted after January 2012 is not included in FCERM
government grant in aid calculations.

4, The need to consider the adoption of appropriate measures that consider the whole water
cycle process such as rainwater harvesting and the re-use of as much water as possible.

5. The need for bodies involved in the planning process but which are not LPAs to be provided
with suitable compensation, benefit and other incentives for contributing to and enabling
the aspirational growth and local economy.

The opportunity was taken to raise some issues not covered by the reform consultation as a concern
by many Boards, in the hope that these points are heard and acted upon. These included:

A. The Fenland Situation — special requirements needed due to the low-lying topography, the
managed flood risk and land drainage systems, the provision of enabling infrastructure to

allow life to continue and also accommodate current growth aspirations.

B. The flawed methodology used by LPAs and poor decisions made by the LPAs when
considering and allocating sites often caused by the need to meet government targets.

C. The impacts of growth and climate change and the need to revise nationally accepted
design standards.

The revised NPPF constitutes a significant departure from previous versions with 810 changes. It was
issued during December and its contents are currently being reviewed.

Cranbrook/Counter Drain (CCD) Flood Risk Management (FRM) Strategy

The previous request for outcomes associated with the Strategy, Lidar, ground water, topographical
survey, hydraulic modelling etc have not yet been received.

The Environment Agency continues to work on this strategy.

Manea-Town Lots Water Recycling Centre (WRC)

A draft Standing Advice/Position Statement document has been prepared and will be completed
following the receipt of a decision from the adjoining Curf & Wimblington Combined IDB.

Anglian Water have now replaced its previous DWMP & Water Recycling Growth Manager but,
unfortunately, the previously proposed meeting to discuss issues with both this and other WRC's of
interest has not yet occurred. A request will be issued for such a meeting to be held in the next few
months.

Specific Issues

Manea

Residential development on land to the west of the Fire Station, Westfield Road, Manea - F Crouch on
behalf of F & S Crouch & Maurice Crouch Growers Ltd (MLC Ref. No. 692) & Savills (MLC Ref No 700)

A post was seen by a member of MLC staff on Facebook, regarding a public exhibition for a proposal
by BDW/Savills for a development of 105 new homes at land to the south of Westfield Road, Manea.
Savills were sent a request for further information, and a Flood Risk Information request was received
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from Betts Hydro, the consultants for the project. Betts Hydro were asked to undertake a pre-
application process, and the application form has recently been received.

The consultants will be advised of the Board’s requirements and advised of the current capacity
issues with AWS.

Permission in principle to erect up to 9 x self-build dwellings on land to the south of Poppyfields,
Wimblington Road, Manea - Mr Daniel Samuel (MLC Ref. No. 692)

This planning application was for a Nine plot development within a constrained site.
Following the receipt of concerns from a neighbour concerning flooding. With the Chairs approval a
bespoke response was submitted to the District Council advising of the Boards initial concerns:

A. That the area has a history of poor drainage and localised flooding some of which is
unsubstantiated or has not been formally reported and referring to the concerns received from
the members of the public which specifically refer to this issue.

B. Treated foul effluent water discharges into the Boards system via Manea Town Lots WRC.

The application was subsequently refused by the District Council for many reasons including, the
application site is located in an area of potential deep peat, insufficient information has been
submitted to inform the Habitat Regulations Assessment in respect to the close proximity to the Ouse
Washes and the site lies wholly within Flood Zone 3.

Strategic Issues

Borough Council of Kings Lynn & West Norfolk

Consultation to IDBs

Following a request a copy of the Board’s GIS files have been issued.

Local Plan 2021-2040

The Council advised in February that the draft Local Plan has been found to be ‘sound’ which means
that it meets the legal requirements as well as the policy tests which are set out in national planning
policy. It marks the end of the examination process and means that the Plan can be formally adopted.
3.2 Norfolk County Council

Norfolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan (NM&WLP)

The independent examination of the Norfolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan (NM&WLP) has now
concluded, with the publication of the Planning Inspector’s Report on 24th March. The proposed
adoption of the NM&WLP will be considered at a meeting of the Full Council in May.

Fenland District Council

Fenland District Council Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Consultation
This high level document is currently the subject of a consultation.

It is a statutory requirement for Local Planning Authorities to carry out an appraisal of the
sustainability of their Local Plan. Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is an iterative process which forms an

integral to the plan making process and is used to appraise the social, environmental, and economic
effects of the Local Plan.
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It should provide a sound evidence base for the plan, form an integrated part of the plan preparation
process and will help ensure that decisions are made that contribute to achieving sustainable
development.

The SA Scoping Report is the first stage in the SA process. Through an assessment of the current
situation in Fenland, the SA Scoping Report identifies which issues need to be addressed and
identifies objectives to test the Plan and policies against. This assessment will help to establish the
Issues, Vision and Objectives of the emerging Local Plan.

The document is primarily aimed at Historic England, Natural England and The Environment Agency
but comments are welcome from any organisation or individual.

At the time of writing the document is being considered with the intention of issuing a response by
the deadline.

Cambridgeshire County Council
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Flood and Water (C&P FloW) Partnership

In addition to the items discussed above, the following issues of interest to the Board have been
raised:

a. Cambridgeshire Flood Risk Programme

Given that a year has passed since the workshop and no meaningful correspondence or
outcomes appear to have been received, the Commissioners requested an update on this
programme. However, it is understood that these sites are included in the Cambridgeshire Flood
Risk Management Strategy: 2024 Action Plan Review. See below.

b. Community Flood Action programme

Further copies of the Community Flood and Water newsletter have been issued. You can view
previous editions and subscribe to receive the newsletter automatically at Community flood action
programme | Cambridgeshire County Council.

C. Watercourse Mapping Tool

The Flood Risk team has published a Watercourse Mapping Tool - Watercourse management |
Cambridgeshire County Council that can be used to identify location of, and responsibility for
different, watercourses.


https://www.fenland.gov.uk/media/16025/Sustainability-Appraisal-Scoping-Report-October-2019/pdf/Sustainability_Appraisal_Scoping_Report_October_2019.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-and-water/community-flood-action-programme#:~:text=Flood%20and%20Water%20newsletter%20subscription,increase%20flood%20resilience%20across%20Cambridgeshire.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-and-water/community-flood-action-programme#:~:text=Flood%20and%20Water%20newsletter%20subscription,increase%20flood%20resilience%20across%20Cambridgeshire.
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-and-water/watercourse-management
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/planning-and-development/flood-and-water/watercourse-management
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Cambridgeshire Flood Risk Management Strategy (FRMS): 2024 Action Plan Review

A plan review has been prepared to provide an update on the progress of actions listed in the
Cambridgeshire FRMS, which was adopted in 2022, highlighting contributions, completed work and

any risks or challenges.

The contents are currently being reviewed in detail, but it summarises that:

/\<\g>

© Crov.n copynqm and database nghts 2025 0S AC0000822131 E

“Progress has already been made against 54 of the 58 actions with 6 actions now having been
completed. There are several obstacles that impede progress in some areas, these are outlined
below. Despite that and the persisting wet weather conditions, headway has been made across
most actions and by multiple partners.

The importance of clear communication remains in focus, whilst the impactful action led by
community groups and local landowners continues to provide positive results.

There is still some uncertainty from external factors that influence the work we do. In response
to this we take an adaptive approach so we can be prepared for the changing circumstances.”

IDB Recovery Fund T2B

Funding allocations for Tranche 2 were confirmed in mid-November and work has now been

completed including repairs to weed screens, pumps and controls and channel repairs.

Works were included in a second bid for Tranche 2B to be delivered be March 2026, but the bid was

unsuccessful.

The criteria for bids were for the modernisation, innovation, and upgrade of IDB assets and
waterways, making them more effective, sustainable, environmentally friendly for agricultural land,

flood risk and rural communities.
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Capital Programme

It is recommended that the Board considers the development of an investment plan for asset
refurbishment/replacement. Pumping station refurbishment and replacement costs are included on
the capital programme. Further investment will be needed in the interim and will be developed
further in line with the Key Health Indicators.

The Board is asked to consider the development of a capital investment plan for asset
refurbishment/replacement and instruct the Consulting Engineer accordingly.

The Board’s Capital Programme is shown as Appendix 1.

Author Name: Nicola Oldfield
Role: Chief Engineer

Appendix 1: Capital Programme
Appendix 2: List of applications responded to since last meeting
Appendix 3: M&E Report
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Appendix 1

. PREVIOUS 2023/24 | 2024/25 | 2025/26 | 2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 2029/30 | 2030/31 | 2031/32| 2032/33 FUTURE ALL YEARS
Capital Improvement Programme (2025/2026) YEARS YEARS
Pre Yr 0 Year 1 Year2 | Year3 | Year4 | Year5 | Year6 | Year7 | Year8 | Year9 | Year 10 Post Tota.l
Year 10 | Expenditure
Pumping station replacement 0 0 0.0 0.0 1,500.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1500.0
Glenhouse p/s
Pumping station pumping and control equipment 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 | 00 0.0 | 200.0 200.0
replacement
Pumping station automatic weedscreen cleaning equipmet 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Pumping station Control building 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 | 00 0.0 15.0 15.0
refurbishment/replacement
Pumping station compound/surrounds improvements 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
i i 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5,600.0 5600.0
Purls Bridge p/s Pumping station replacement
Pumping station pumping and control equipment 0 0 0.0 | 1800 | 0.0 0.0 | 56.0 0.0 00 | 00 0.0 | 560 202.0
replacement
Pumping station automatic weedscreen cleaning equipmet 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Pumping station Control building 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 | 00 0.0 0.0 0.0
refurbishment/replacement
Pumping station compound/surrounds improvements 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
John Deere Tractor - purchased April 2020 - £111,480 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 85.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 85.0
Herder Cavalier Flail Mower - purchased June 2020 - £71,100 4 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 65.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 69.0
Citroen van - purchased 13/03/2015 - £8,753 0 0 15.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.0
System Study To inform future refurb needs 0 0 10.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 30.0
Drainage Channels| 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Refurbishment of inlets/outfalls 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
4 0 25 200 1,500 1] 56 0 150 0 0 5,871 7,806
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Appendix 2

The following planning applications have been responded to since the last report:

MLC Type of
Ref. Council Ref. Applicant Development Location
690 Mr M Sheldrake Residence (New dwelling) Hurn Drove, Welney
691 F/YR24/0996/F Mrs E Mason Residence (New dwelling) Station Road, Manea
Residential (Up to 9 x
692 F/YR25/0036/PIP Mr D Samuel dwellings) Wimblington Road, Manea
Mr Lukasz
693 | 24/02217/F Kazmierczak Residence (Extension) March Road, Welney
S Sheppard & H Residence (Extension &
694 F/YR25/00074/F Purse Double garage) Station Road, Manea
Mr & Mrs Change of use (Business use
695 | F/YR25/00073/F Parsonage to annexe) Charlemont Drive, Manea
696 | F/YR25/0060/F Bethy Booth Residence (Extension) Charlemont Drive, Manea
Residence (Extension & cart
697 | 25/00087/F Mike Smith lodge with workshop) Main Street, Welney
Mr & Mrs AC Change of use (Agricultural to
698 F/YR25/0121/PNCO4 Howell dwelling) Straight Road, Manea
Residential (Up to 3 x
699 F/YR25/0124/PIP Mr E Selimaj dwellings) Fallow Corner Drove, Manea
700 Residential (105 x dwellings) | Westfield Road, Manea
701 F/YR25/0184/F Mr & Mrs Howell Residence (Extension) Straight Road, Manea
Change of use (Business to
702 | F/YR25/0198/F Alasdair Hughes additional accommaodation) Charlemont Drive, Manea
Residential (Up to 6 x
703 | F/YR25/0238/0 FIS Services Ltd dwellings) Fallow Corner Drove, Manea
Change of use (Land to 1 x
704 | F/YR25/0262/F Miss K Smith travellers plot) Purls Bridge Drove, Manea
705 | F/YR25/0278/F Mr C Sykes Residence (Extension) Scholars Close, Manea
James
Development Co Residential Development
706 Enquiry Ltd Phase 3 Fallow Corner Drove, Manea

No infiltration device applications have been acknowledged since the last report.

No Byelaw Consent (to undertake works in and around watercourses or to discharge to a watercourse)
applications have been granted during the reporting period.
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Appendix 3
Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No: 7
. MANEA & WELNEY DDC (Hereafter . CONSULTING ENGINEERS REPORT:
Meeting: Subject:
referred to as the Board) MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL
Date: Wednesday 28" May 2025 Officer . Dave Bantoft
Responsible:

1.

11

1.2

1.3

M&E key messages and advice

In light of uncertainty of GiA funding the Board is strongly advised to consider the development of
an investment plan for asset refurbishment/replacement. The Board is asked to instruct the
Consulting Engineer accordingly.

Other than the matters described below or previously reported, only routine maintenance has been
carried out since the last meeting and the pumping plant at each of the stations is mechanically and
electrically in a satisfactory condition. The stations, pumps and control panels are at an age where
reliability is a concern.

Electricity Readings

Andy Maddams supplies regular monthly meter readings and pump hours which are greatly
appreciated and allow efficient verification of electricity bills.

Purls Bridge

The insulation resistance of pump 1 had deteriorated to 12 M ohm at the September 2023 routine
inspection; this pump has been set to duty through this pumping season and the resistance has
improved considerably to 283 M ohm at the April 2024 routine inspection and 202 m Ohm in
November 2024, the latest inspection in March 2025 was 98Mohm. The value is fluctuating and
improves with use. This shows there may be moisture ingress into the pump which has improved
with the heat of regular running. This will continue to be monitored. It should be run regularly to
help prevent the ingress of water. This pump was last overhauled in 2016. Overhauling this unit again
is not recommended as due to its age it is unlikely to be viable or reliable. The insulation resistance
of the pump deteriorated slowly over several years before the last overhaul and may do again, but
its reliability is a concern. Bedford Pumps have advised that a replacement of this type would be in
the range of £70k to £100k.

Pump 2 had a slight wobble and will need to be monitored closely, this does sometimes happen with
a build up of debris on the impellor, which can clear itself. It was fine at the last inspection. It may
also be a sign of a pump issue that will need to be rectified if it continues. There is no record of a
pump overhaul since its fitting in 1986. An overhaul of this type of pump is likely to be in the region
of £50Kk.

The electrical control panels are at an age where reliability is a concern and plans should be put in
place for their replacement. They are likely to cost in the region of £20k to £30k.

Glenhouse

Hours run meter failed and new supplied for one engine.
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2. Pumping summary

MANEA & WELNEY PUMP HOURS

1000
900
800
700
600
500

400
300
200 II II
100
0 I I -.l- I I--.

2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 2023/2024 DEC-24/MAR-25
B GHPUMP 1 219 367 538 223
B GHPUMP 2 356 112 398 407 80
EGHPUMP 3 363 191 342 479 85
B GHPUMP 4 213 66 346 643 122
HPBPUMP 1 379 244 180 872 245
PB PUMP 2 298 135 152 424 35

3. Inspections

3.1 HSB Engineering annual inspection for insurance at Purls Bridge was carried out during September
2024. Glenhouse Inspection date to be confirmed as out of commission in September 2024.

3.2 The mandatory site Electrical Installation Condition Reports (due every 5 years) are in date and
reinspection will be booked for this year.

Glenhouse 12-Nov-2020 | 12-Nov-2025
Purls Bridge 12-Nov-2020 | 12-Nov-2025

4. Pumping Station Key Dates

4.1 Please review the pumping station key dates below, if there are any discrepancies or you can add
any details, please let me know. The key dates are an important reference and will feed into the
upcoming Key Health Indicators and District Studies.

Pump Controls Weedscreen WSC
Overhaul Bars Overhaul

Station Built Pump

1948/
1997 1997

1999 (1)
1978 | 1986 (2)

Glenhouse

Purls Bridge

Author Name: Dave Bantoft
Role: M&E Engineer

The Commissioners considered the report of the Consulting Engineer, and this was taken as read.
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Cranbrook/Counter Drain (CCD) Flood Risk Management (FRM) Study

Mrs Martin drew the Commissioners attention to this item. The Chair voiced his concern that this study seems
to have lost its momentum.

Manea Town Lots Water Recycling Centre (WRC)

The Chair expressed his disappointment with the appearance of the WRC, and had observed in the past that
during a serious storm event the site could easily be covered with 6” of water. He thought that it would be
keep in a more tidy style, but he was glad that the Commissioners had visited. He reported that Cllr Marks is
putting pressure on Anglian Water to make improvements to the whole system. Mr M Heading added that
he was aware that some of the Station Road development would be flowing in the Wimblington direction
and that developers are being told that the Manea WRC is at capacity. Sites will have private systems but if
these are not suitably maintained it will result in sewage in the Commissioners drains.

Mr R Sears thought that the holding tanks must help, and that this must be a cheaper option for Anglian
Water. The Chair was surprised that full treatment takes 15 hours but increased flows will cause an overflow.
He wanted to hear that if there is a National Planning Policy that it would make a difference. Mr Crofts said
that this will make planning easier and that planning committees are seen as holding development up and
the Government want to decrease the capacity of the committees and give more power to the planning
officers. However, this is in a consultation period and has not yet been through Parliament.

The Chair observed that 258 houses are due to be built in Chatteris, and that the facilities to support this
level of development are needed but they will not be constructed in time. Mr Crofts said that this is still open
to consultation and urged Middle Level Commissioners to combine the Commissioners responses in their
feedback to the consultation.

The Chair asked if the Planning Engineer would contact Anglian Water and have the Commissioners
comments noted.

Planning Items

Mr Crofts advised that the Borough Council of Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Local Plan has now been approved
but explained the changes to the plan that were required by the Secretary of State in order to achieve this.
He advised that if the council were not able to identify a 5-year land supply, any sustainable development on
any land gains automatic approval provided that services are available to the site. Having an approved Local
Plan means that some exception sites or windfall sites may not be developed.

The Chair asked if it was known what was being considered by the Council in relation to the Norfolk Minerals
and Waste Local Plan (NM&WLP) and Mr Crofts advised that this has now been adopted, but it is not expected

that the Commissioners district will be affected.

The Chair reminded the Commissioners of the Fenland District Council Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
Consultation, and the Commissioners considered the CCC Watercourse Mapping Tool.

Capital Improvement Programme

The Commissioners reviewed the Programme with the Chair noting that at present there is no GiA funding
available to carry out the identified works.

Mechanical and Electrical Report

Mrs Martin drew the Commissioners attention to the report, advising that significant works have been
identified within the report.
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The Chair added that taking pumps out to examine them would cost at least £20k so they have tended to
leave them alone when they are working well. Keeping the pumps in use helps with keeping the pumps
operational. The system is in good order, and ecologically sound, and the management plan is the same as
always, trying to cleanse at least 90% of the watercourses.

He felt rather upset that the observation that the Commissioners are only carrying out routine maintenance
implies the Commissioners is not doing enough.

The Pump Hours were reviewed, and it was noted that the winter pumping was less than the previous year.
The Chair reported that although a new electricity supplier had been sourced, they are still experiencing
billing issues.

RESOLVED

That the Planning Engineer continue to engage with Anglian Water and have the Commissioners
comments noted.

That the reports be approved.

C.1057 Health & Safety
Viz:

Cope

Site Safety Inspection Record
Manea and Waelney 1DB 551 280225 Compsete

Middl & Lesel Camimissicr erd -

name of organisation: Manea and Welney 1D8

Date of site visit 2B.0E 2025 11:46 GMT

Glen House Pumiping Staticon
il Bedtard Bank

Address of inspected premises Mariea

FE14 BTE
Mame of Advisor Hathrym Simmicas
Time of arrival at site: 2802 2035 11:4b GAT

"anea and Welney IDE 551

Audit Name 20225
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Audit

An opening meeting was held with

Andy Maddams

As mentioned In the previous visit, it was observed that the access steps to the pumps and weed clearer are
unlevel and becoming loose. It is recommended that these are levelled and secured to reduce the risk of
slips, trips and falls,

Photo 1

2

The levels of lighting were reviewed. It was noted that some lighting is proaded and reported to increase
wisibdity across the rear of the station in trmes of darkness. It is also understood that you carry head torches,
etc. when work is required on the pumps as the current lighting available cannot reach these areas.
Addmional kighting is available on the gantry of the cleaner, however these do not currently function adue to
water ingress. It s recommended that these are repaired/replaced and suitably sealed to prevent further
ngress.

Upon the approach to the site, it should be noted that there is no kghting provided, and the available road is
unlevel with a number of potholes. It s recommended that conversations are undertaken with the oaner of
hte land to ensure that these are adequately maintained to prevent damage to vwehicles,

Photo 2

3

It was reported that the weed pile is managed by remaoving 8 quantity at a time to be burnt in & suitable
location, with the remaining being removed from the local farmer, who attends with 8 trailer. [t was noted
that access s available through 8 double gate and sloped access which sppears Lo be in good condition,

4

Signage 1o the site was noted to be replaced since the 1ast Wsit which was good to note. The signage
available also displayed the following information:

-Name of pumping station

-Emergency contact

-Location



Wednesday 28" May 2025 1244

-Waming of automatic machinery

Consideration should be given to add a warning for deep water

Photo &

It was reported that lone workang s undertaken, and you may not be in contact with anyone for a significant
penod of time. It is understood that there have been previous occasions where no contact has been
maintained for around 10-12 days. It is recommended that regular checking in is implemented to ensure no
ssues have arisen, and that you are aware of works being carmed out that day. Contact upon arraing and
leaving the site could also suffice.

Purls Bridge pump station was visited, It was verbally confirmed that this site is only visited when necessary
and simdar practices are undertaken as at Glen House Pumping Station,

Site was found to be secured with access gates on approach as well as a padlocked pedestrian gate and
wvehicle access gate near the screed cleaner,

Minimal lighting is prowded to the site, and the provision of additional lighting should be reviewed to ensure
adequate visibility in tmes of darkness,

Signage was found to display the same information at Glen House, and s also recommended that displaying
warning signage for deep water is considered,

Ground surface on the site was found to be in a suitable condition and well maintained, with litthe vegetation
on pedestrian and vehicles routes once on the site,

Photographic Risk Assessment
Advisor's signature
Kathryn Simmonds
28.02.2025 13:01 GMT
Departure time 28,02.2025 13:03 GMT
0
Number of outstanding Photographic Risk Assessments From 0t0 99
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Photo 3

Photo 2

1245

The Chair referred to the report received from Cope Safety Management following their visit in February,

reporting that no critical issues had been identified.

C.1058 District Superintendents Report
Viz:
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Manea & Welney District Drainage Commissioners
District Superintendents Report May 2025

Goodness knows how it can possibly be mid May already, but here goes.

By January the knives on the mowing basket were beginning to look a little
sad, and so some replacements were waiting to be fitted. Before doing so, |
helped the RSPB out on their grassland project at Purls Bridge by cutting
the main feeder drains that divide the ten fields and a length of their header
drain. This will enable Mike to move his water around much more efficiently
and make better use of what he abstracts from the IDB. The lads at the
RSPB often help me out by lending me tools, holding ladders, giving me
decent second hand fence posts and so on, so it was nice to be able to
return a few favours. Once that job was out of the way | dropped the basket
into the workshop and pulled it to bits. | replaced about half of the knives,
the cups on the pressure arms and a seal on the drive shaft. The basket is
now ready for the late summer attack on our reed fringes when | prepare
the way for the incoming 360. January also saw a short spate of punctures
on the van which | always seem to notice in the muddiest, wettest
locations.

In February | pressure washed the steps at the rear of the Glen House
buildings, the ramp in the yard and, because it now showed how bad it all
looked, the rest of the concrete around the engines. | began the process of
buming last year's reed piles from the weedscreen cleaners at both
stations, which is an easy job at Purls Bridge, and an absolute pain at Glen
House. | also greased the Purls Bridge pumps and syphon valves.

At Glen House | serviced all four engines and for the first time managed to
persuade the automatic bleeding system on the fuel lines to work properly,
which was very satisfying. The van was sent to the garage for its annual
service and MOT and on the 24th | was visited for our annual H&S visit by
Cope, who apparently found no major issues at either station.

1246
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March arrived with undue haste, or so it seemed, and | stripped the flail
head down, gave it a full service and fitted a set of new flails. The old ones
had lasted five cutting seasons and were well worn, but we used to eke the
Bomford ones out for eighteen months at best, so maybe it wasn't too bad
a record. | cut down all the selfset elders that had grown up around the old
building both inside and out of the compound, | laid the brash along the
side of the drive to dry out before attempting to burn it all and tidied the
fence. The pumps were switched off on the 10th and we began to attain our
summer retention level in the drains. It had been a relatively dry start to the
year, despite seeming to be permanently overcast, and the drains took a
while to build up to the usual level of 98.00. | began mowing the banks on
the 31st. The vegetation hadn't grown particularly but it was a way of
encouraging prospective ground nesting birds to go across to the uncut
side for their own safety.

In April, along with continuing the early mowing, | burnt the elder brash on
the little hardstanding by the old building and ran a brushcutter over the
grass around the pumping station and generally tidied the place up. | have
been putting the mink traps out around Glen House but there have been no
visits, so | will probably not bother for many more days, maybe having a
littte go in the autumn when family groups break up. | think it is clear that
the campaign to eliminate mink from the Fens has been a great success.

May began with more mowing, and when | spotted a damp patch on one
the hose protectors on the flail head | was glad that investigation showed
not one, but both main drive hoses were just about to fail on a chafe point. |
had new hoses made up and fitted some extra protection to the hoses and
hope to reduce the chance of a repeat. | re cemented two old manhole
covers into place near the old building to prevent myself, or anyone else,
from taking an unobservant tumble which could well have ended up with a
broken leg. As | write this report, the tractor has just received its 3750
hours service, and the Berlingo is stranded at the garage waiting for a set
of gear change cables which suddenly went so stiff as to leave me without
2nd, 4th or reverse gears in the course of a journey to March and back. I'm

1247
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not sure my fifty six year old Morris Traveller is really appreciating the trip to
Glen House in the meantime, but needs must and all that.

Looking forward, we seem to be in a very dry weather pattern which has
the potential to last right through to the Autumn or beyond, and | shall
manage the water levels accordingly with, hopefully, help from the EA in the
form of adequate supplies in the Old Bedford River. The mowing will
continue, reed cutting will start and | am confident that our usual
maintenance regime will see us ready to face the winter in good shape as
always. On the wildlife front, the usual suspects are all present, plenty of
breeding duck, including my favourite Gadwall pair. The reeds are a'twitter
with warblers, who will probably get a visit from the cuckoo. There are
several hunting Barn Owls about the place and a pair of Red Kite are in
residence around the old colony pit. Deer, hare, stoats and weasels are all
busily nipping about and the rough areas of the District are teeming with
life. | have also observed a large pike lurking in the discharge chamber at
Glen House, he soon darts for the cover of some lily pads when | cross his
line of vision.

As always, | keep in regular contact with our Chairman and he in return is
always supportive and helpful with sage advice that can only come from
many years experience of the IDB business.

The Chair asked that the District Superintendents report be taken as read, and thanked the District
Superintendent for providing another detailed and informative report.

No questions were raised by the Commissioners.

C.1059 Governance

Viz:
Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No: 10
. MANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT .
Meeting: DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS Subject: GOVERNANCE
i
Date: Wednesday 28" May 2025 Officer . Paul Burrows
Responsible:
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Board is asked to:

A. Review and approve the updated Policy Statement (appendix 1).

B. Highlight if there are any specific risks or issues not covered within its Risk Management
Strategy that may need review ahead of the next formal update.
To review and approve the publishing of Exercise of Public Rights

To note and approve the submission of the IDB1 return made on its behalf to Defra.

C
D. Consideration of potential litigation, liabilities, commitments
E
F

To review and approve the submission of their Annual Governance Statement for 2025
and authorising the Chairman and Clerk to sign the statement.

1.

1.1

1.2

Risk Assessment and Insured Values

The Board are asked to consider and approve their Risk Management Strategy.

The insured values for the Board’s assets are detailed below:

MANEA & WELNEY DDC
INSURED VALUE OF FIXED ASSETS

PUMPING STATIONS

PURLS BRIDGE PUMPING STATION
GLEN HOUSE PUMPING STATION
OLD GLENHOUSE PUMPING STATION

WELCHES DAM

Policy Reviews

As At
1st April 2025

903,257.00

1,842,150.00

363,630.00

6,060.00

3,115,097.00 Index linked

We have an ongoing review and update of policies. Within this we are also improving our
management of Freedom of Information requests. The update to the Privacy Policy has identified
some area of Data Protection that require further attention. It is timely to schedule a Data Audit,
which will help to identify any further areas that require updating. Additional staff and Board/IDB
training will be a likely result, along with some other strengthening of procedures across the business.

The Board are asked to review and approve the Board’s Policy Statement (Appendix 1).

IDB1

To note and support the IDB1 return submitted on their behalf for the year 2023/24 is included as
Appendix 2.

Annual Governance Statement:

To review and approve the submission of their Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 and
authorising the Chairman and Clerk to sign the statement. (Appendix 3)
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Exercise of Public Rights

For completion of the Annual Governance Statement the Board is required to confirm that they
provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with
the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

In order to warrant a positive response to this assertation the authority needs to have taken the
following actions in respect of the previous annual return:

Exercise of Public Rights: The authority provided for the exercise of public rights set out in Sections
26 and 27 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. Part 5 of the Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 requires the RFO to have published including on the authority’s website or other
website:

° Sections 1 and 2 of the annual return
° A declaration that the status of the statement of accounts is ‘unaudited;’ and
° A statement that sets out details of how public rights can be exercised, as set out in

Regulation 15(2)(b), which includes the period for the exercise of public rights.

In addition, a notice of the conclusion of the external auditor’s limited assurance review of the
annual return, together with relevant accompanying information, has been published in
accordance with the requirements of Regulation 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
We also display the ‘Local Authority Accounts — A Summary of Your Rights’ with the notice.

The Clerk to refer to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited Annual
Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of Conclusion of the
Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return.

Consideration of potential litigation, liabilities, commitments:

The clerk to report.

Author Name: Paul Burrows
Role: Clerk

Appendix 1 Policy Statement
Appendix 2 IDB1
Appendix 3 Annual Governance Statement
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Governance

Policy Statement on Water Level and Flood Risk Management

1 Issued

1.1  This policy isissued and has been adopted by the Manea and Welney District Drainage Commissioners.

1.2  The policy was last reviewed and republished in June 2025 and will be reviewed at least every five
years.

2 Introduction

Purpose

2.1  This policy statement has been prepared by the Manea and Welney District Drainage Commissioners
to provide a public statement of the Commissioners approach to its management of water levels and
flood risk within their District (the District). The Manea and Welney District Drainage Commissioners
are constituted by order of Parliament operating under the terms of the Land Drainage Act 1991 and
is designated as a flood risk and coastal erosion ‘Risk Management Authority’ (RMA) under the Flood
and Water Management Act 2010.

2.2 The Commissioners serve the local community by managing water levels in ordinary watercourses and
other water infrastructures within the District to mitigate against the risks from flooding and drought.
In delivering its functions the Commissioners will meet its environmental obligations and
commitments and seek opportunities to enhance the environment. The Commissioners recognise
their responsibility for good governance, local accountability and financial security, achieving value for
money from all its activities. As an independent public body the Commissioners are committed to the
pursuit of economy, efficiency and effectiveness.

2.3 It should be noted that although this document refers to ‘flood and coastal erosion risk management’
(FCERM) the District is not affected by coastal erosion.

Background

2.4  The Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has policy responsibility for flood

and coastal erosion risk management in England. The Environment Agency is responsible for taking a
strategic overview of the management of all sources of flooding and coastal erosion. Lead Local Flood
Authorities (unitary authorities or county councils) are responsible for developing, maintaining and
applying a strategy for local flood risk management in their areas. Delivery is the responsibility of a
number of flood risk and coastal erosion “Risk Management Authorities” (RMA), which includes the
Manea and Welney District Drainage Commissioners.
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This Policy Statement sets out the Commissioners approach to meeting the national policy aims and
objectives in this area, as stated in the National flood and coastal erosion risk management strategy
for England 2020 (the National Strategy); the statement will be revised to reflect future revisions of
the National Strategy. It summaries what plans the Commissioners have in place to manage water
levels and reduce flood risk, whilst protecting and enhancing the environment, and ensuring good
governance and local accountability. Copies of this Policy Statement are available from the
Commissioners office at Middle Level Offices, 85 Whittlesey Road, March, Cambridgeshire, PE15 OAH.
Digital copies can be downloaded from the Middle Level Commissioners’ website:
www.middlelevel.gov.uk.

Governance and local accountability

The Commissioners will ensure that its policies and procedures enable effective representation of and
accountability to drainage rate payers and the occupiers of non-agricultural land within the district,
including elections in line with the requirements of the Land Drainage Act 1991, and timely
engagement with charging authorities to fill vacancies in seats allocated to appointed members.

Board members must take decisions objectively in their best interest and uphold the ethical standards
expected of public officeholders. Board members must adhere to the Board’s Members Code of
Conduct, including the seven principles of public life (Nolan Principles). The Commissioners will make
sure that there is suitable training in place for board members and staff, including on financial and
environmental matters as appropriate.

Board members must declare financial and other interests relevant to their function with the
Commissioners. Board members will recuse themselves as appropriate where conflicts of interest may
occur in relation to procurement, contract management and decision making.

Delivering the National Strategy’s policy aim and objectives

The overall aim of the National Strategy is to ensure the risk of flooding and coastal erosion is properly
managed by using the full range of options in a co-ordinated way. The Strategy states that
communities, individuals, voluntary groups and private and public sector organisations will work
together to manage the risk to people and their property, facilitate decision-making and action at the
appropriate level, and achieve environmental, social and economic benefits, consistent with the
principles of sustainable development.

Objectives

4.2

The 2011 Strategy sets out five objectives in pursuance of the overall aim as follows.

e understand the risks of flooding and coastal erosion, working together to put in place long term
sustainable plans to manage these risks and making sure that other plans take account of them;

e avoid inappropriate development in areas of flood and coastal erosion risk and being careful to
manage land elsewhere to avoid increasing risks;

e build, maintain and improve flood and coastal erosion management infrastructure and systems to
reduce the likelihood of harm to people and damage to the economy, environment and society as
well as achieving wider environmental benefits;

e increase public awareness of the risk that remains and engaging with people at risk to encourage
them to take action to manage the risks that they face and to make their property mor resilient;
and
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e improving the detection, forecasting and issue of warnings of flooding, co-ordinating a rapid
response to flood emergencies and promoting faster recovery from flooding.

The Commissioners support the national aim and objectives for the management of flood risk and
water levels and the Commissioners policy and approach will be consistent with them.

Flood risk and water level management in the Commissioners District

The District has been determined to derive benefit, or avoid danger, as a result of drainage operations.
As such the whole of the District is at some risk from flooding, but that risk is managed wherever it is
practically, environmentally and financially viable.

The Commissioners make decisions regarding flood risk within the District taking into account the
following:

e assets in place considering design standard and life;

e Environment Agency and Lead Local Flood Authority flood risk strategies, plans and maps; and

e other information such as the history of flooding and land use impacts.

The following outlines the key details of the District:

e Total area of the drainage district: 3102 ha
e Catchment area draining to and including the District: 3148 ha
e Area of Agricultural Land: 2896 ha
e Area of other (non-agricultural) land: 206 ha

Assets for which the Commissioners have operational responsibility:

e  Water Level Control Structures: 5 No
e Watercourses (maintained): 33 km
e Raised embankments: 0 km
e Reservoirs: 0 ha
e Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS): 0no
e Pumping Stations: 3no

Assets within or adjacent to the District that are maintained by the Environment Agency:

e Main Rivers: 13.5 km
e Raised embankments/flood walls: 10 km
e Pumping Stations: 1no

11t should be noted that the Land Drainage Act 1991 provides the Commissioners with statutory powers to
carry out works of maintenance and improvement for land drainage and flood defence purposes, rather than
imposing a duty on the Commissioners to carry out such works.
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Building, maintaining and improving flood and coastal erosion risk management systems

Through the operation, maintenance and improvement of watercourses and other water
control assets within the District, the Commissioners seek to achieve a general standard of
water level management that enables navigation, the drainage and irrigation of agricultural
land, reduces flood risk to developed areas, and sustains environmental features throughout
the District.

The Commissioners monitor and review the condition of its watercourses and other assets,
particularly those designated as critical, over-spilling from which could affect people and
property. Consistent with the resultant needs established, a routine maintenance programme
is in place to ensure that the condition of the assets is commensurate with the standards
required. The programme is reviewed periodically by the Commissioners to ensure it is
delivering the appropriate condition.

Where standards are not at the desired level, improvement works will be sought where they
are considered to be practical and financially viable by the Commissioners. Where
improvement works meet the criteria set by Defra, financial support will be sought from the
Government’s Flood and Coastal Resilience Partnership Funding. Where appropriate works will
be undertaken in partnership with other Risk Management Authorities and take opportunities
to work with natural processes.

Work for and by the Commissioners will be carried out in accordance with best practice and to
deliver best value for money taking due regard of local flood risk management requirements
and strategies, opportunities for partnership working, environmental obligations and guidance
available from Defra, the Environment Agency and other organisations.

The Commissioners powers to carry out water level and flood risk management works are
permissive (i.e. the Commissioners are not obliged to carry out works) and their resources are
limited. The Commissioners policy is therefore to designate what they consider to be the most
important watercourses in the District as “District Drains” and prioritise their resources to the
appropriate maintenance and, where necessary, improvement of such channels and associated
structures. The watercourses and structures so designated will change over time as necessary
but the current designated watercourses and structures are shown on the plan attached to this
Statement.

Other watercourses usually are the responsibility of other bodies or the adjoining owners. The
Commissioners will only take action in respect of these latter watercourses where resources
are available and where it is in all the circumstances appropriate for the Commissioners to
become involved, bearing in mind the powers available to other persons or bodies.

The Commissioners have a supervisory duty, under section 1(2)(d) of the Land Drainage Act
1991 over all matters relating to the drainage of land in their District and will, under this duty
where appropriate advise others regarding the undertaking of works when it is not appropriate
for the Commissioners to exercise its own powers.

The Commissioners will also seek to ensure, where possible that assets managed by other risk
Management Authorities, which also reduce flood risk to the District, are maintained at a
satisfactory standard and may enter into a Public Sector Co-operation Agreement with another
Risk Management Authority to achieve better value for money when carrying out work to
reduce flood risk.

Regulation of activities — avoiding inappropriate development and land management

The Commissioners will take appropriate steps to help riparian owners understand their
responsibilities for maintenance, byelaw compliance and environmental regulations.
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The Commissioners will regulate as necessary, using available legislative powers and byelaws,
the activity of others to ensure their actions within, alongside, and otherwise impacting its
drainage system do not increase flood risk, prevent the efficient working of drainage systems,
or adversely impact the environment.

The potential impact on flood risk from future development both within the District and the
wider catchment draining into the District, is fully recognised by the Commissioners. The
Commissioners will take an active role in the assessment of local plans, major development
and, individual (planning) applications, to prevent inappropriate development and land use to
ensure that flood risk is not increased. This will include, where appropriate, providing pre-
application advice and checking of flood risk assessments.

Where appropriate the Commissioners will seek contributions from developers to cover the
cost of consultations and advice and for both immediate and longer term works necessary to
mitigate against any resultant increase in flood risk. Such contributions will be recorded in
accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework and associated technical guidance.

The Commissioners will where appropriate designate structures or features affecting flood risk
using Section 30 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.

Communication and transparency

The Commissioners will publicise the local risks from flooding, the reasons for managing water
levels within the District and articulate the efforts being undertaken by the Commissioners to
manage water levels and flood risk as well as the steps the local community and land managers
can take to assist in its management.

The Commissioners will be open and transparent in its actions and decisions. The
Commissioners will comply with the requirements set out in the relevant Local Government
transparency code.

The Commissioners will provide an overview of the objectives and costs of its water level
management operations by publishing on its website:-

e Arecord of the watercourses it periodically maintains;

e Astatement of the types of general maintenance activities it routinely undertakes and why;
e Its Annual Report to Defra (IDB1 Form); and

e Approved Board minutes and papers.

The Commissioners will seek views and respond to enquiries from the local general public in
this regard and work with local partners to build a culture within which watercourses are seen
as vital to managing flood risk, and enhancing habitat and amenity. Every effort will be made
to dissuade abuse of watercourses.

The Commissioners invite any comments regarding the condition of its system, which could
assist with the management of water levels.

Working together

The Commissioners will co-operate and share information with other relevant authorities in
the exercise of their flood and coastal erosion flood risk management function. The
Commissioners will contribute to strategies, plans and consultations relevant to its catchment
and functions.

The Commissioners will assist the Environment Agency wherever possible in its provision of
adequate and cost effective flood warning systems, and assist Risk Management Authorities
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where necessary during flood emergencies. The Commissioners will participate as necessary in
exercises to develop and test emergency response procedures.

The Commissioners have provided the Environment Agency and other local Risk Management
Authorities with information on the major flood defence assets for which they are responsible.
The information is available from the Environment Agency.

The Commissioners will seek to work with all relevant local organisations, in carrying out its
flood and coastal erosion risk management functions and environmental obligations.

Environmental Measures

The Commissioners have nature conservation duties under the Land Drainage Act 1991, the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, the Protection of Badgers Act 1992, the Countryside and
Rights of Way Act 2000, the Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and
Wales) Regulations 2017, the Eels (England and Wales) Regulations 2009 and Amendments
2011, the Flood and Water Management Act 2010, the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006, Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, the Environment Act 2021,
and as a competent authority under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017.
The Commissioners will fulfil these in a positive way.

10.1.1 Further to the requirements of the Environment Act 2021, the Commissioners will review their

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

10.6

Water Level Management Plans and Biodiversity Action Plans with reference to the local nature
recovery strategy and relevant species conservation or protected site strategy for their areas.

Much of the Commissioners’ watercourse maintenance work constitutes vegetation control
and desilting and is often a vital and routine requirement. Whilst inevitably some short-term
impacts will arise, this management is often essential to maintain the distinct assemblage of
aquatic habitat and species present in the District. Such work will be carried out in a way that
manages the potential risks to the environment. The Commissioners have access to
environmental expertise from their Ecology and Environmental Services Manager and have a
Biodiversity Action Plan, developed according to ADA and Natural England guidelines, which
indicate the way in which their functions can be carried out in a way appropriate to the
environment and how the environment can be enhanced. The Commissioners maintain only a
small proportion of the total watercourse length in the District, the significant majority being
the responsibility of the adjoining land owners or of other bodies.

When carrying out work, be it maintenance or improvement, and consistent with the need to
maintain satisfactory flood protection standards, the Commissioners will aim to:-

e Avoid any unnecessary or long term damage to agricultural interests and to natural habitats
and species;

e Carry out the monitoring of any gains and losses of biodiversity and report annually to the
Environment Agency; and

e Take appropriate opportunities to achieve multiple environmental outcomes and work
with natural processes, wherever possible, including the enhancement of habitats and
water bodies within the District.

The District encompasses no sites of national and international biological or geological interest.
The Commissioners have no Water Level Management Plan.
The Commissioners will play its full role in sustaining the Water Level Management Plans

prepared for SSSlIs to maintain, or bring sites into, favourable condition, in conjunction with
Natural England and other interested parties and review the plans in accordance with guidance.
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Appendix 2
A
rtment
Internal drainage boards in England o rark
Annual Report for the year ended Food & Rural Affairs

31 March 2024

The Law - the following annual report is provided in accordance with Paragraph 4 of Schedule 2 to the Land
Drainage Act 1991,

No later than 28 February 2025 a copy must be provided to:

¢ Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Division, Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs via flood reports@defra.gov.uk

= Asset Management and Engineering, Environment Agency via idbfund@environment-agency gov.uk
« The Chéef Executives of:

- all local authorities that pay special levies o the Board,

— all County Councils or London Baroughs within which the Board is situated.
Please complede the farm electronically, and please answer ALL QUESTIONS.

Please round all cash figures down o nearest whole £.

HANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE couusalonm

Section A - Financial information

Preliminary Information on special levies issued by the Board for 2024-25

Spocial lovies information for financial year 2024-25 ,
Name of local authority £

1. FENLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL | 2723
2. KINGS LYNN & WEST NORFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL ‘ 24704
3. 7 i R

- = |
5.

; = R

7. -

= o

Total _ 67,427

DEF-IDB1 (Rev. 08/24) Page 1010
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Section A - Financial information (continued)

1258

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31 March 2024

All internal drainage boards must ensure thal the Income and Expendilure information provided balow is
consstent with the Board's annual accounting statements which have been prepared In accordanca with
proper praclices found in Governance and Accouritabiily for Smaller Aufhorilies in England — A Practitioners’
Guide io proper practives lo be applhed in the praparation of stafutery anneal sccounts and governanoe

gtatermnents March 2023
Yoar
Notes " h:&
IHCOME
A, Drainage Rales 161,023
'B. Special Levies 63,385 |
(C. Higher Land Water Contributions from the Environmant 854 |
'D. Contributions received from developersiother | 50,008
_ beneficlares _ 0.
E. Government Grants (includes capital grants from EA
and levy coniributions) I
F. PSCAs overall iotal
Breakdown: |
fram EA
from other RiMAs
5. Loans 1|
H. Rechargeable Works - '
I. Inlerest and Invesimant Income 8720
J.  Renis and Acknowledgements |
K. Other Income - |
Wayleave 278 .
Wirite: back of provisions 459
| Consents — . - 150
Totalincome 243,782
EXPENDITURE
L Mew Works and Improvmant "-I'h!'fru
M. Total precept to the Environment Agency . 78107
M, Walarcourse maintanance 71,682
(0. Pumging Stations, Slukces and Walter level control 18,000
____ structures —
F. Administration 17,649
DEF-IDB1 [Rew 0r24) Page 2 of 10
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‘@ PsCAs
R. _Eharwbm Works

5. Finance Charges

T. Biodivarsity enhancarment and consenabon — avarall 483
iotal

Breakdown: I
General, across the whole region | 493
5551 spacific, whare ralevant I

"U. Other Expenditure .
_Insurance . 3040 |
Electricity costs — overall todal 50,683

Breakdown (§ possible )
Standing charge (per annum) 2,884

L Unitcharge (peranmm] 47799
Fual (petrol and diesal costs) — overall total 3,357

Braakdown;
Pumping stations 25,424
|  Fleetand plant machinery 8,833 - .

!Taw-m-ﬂhn 278,010
EXCEPTIONAL [TEMS

V. _Profitsilosses) arising from the disposal of fixed asses
Met Operating Surplus/(Deficit) for theyear | (32,228)
W. DmﬂupamFundahmm;ppHdhrlﬂ' ! . 66,321
X, Grant incoma not applied in year : - ?._-_H-ﬁ

Walue of drainage rates cutstanding at year and?

0978 %
E 1.57.05

Value of special levies pulstanding al year end?

0%
£0

Motes:

K. Include all ather Income, such as absorplion account surpluses (for example plant and labour absorption
accounis). Please include sub-total of all other mcome in the first row and then a breakdown in saparate
rows balow.

DEF-IDB1 |Rev.0W24) Page 3af 10
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Stals the gross cost of undartaking minor capital works that heve not been capitalised and the annual
depreciallon charges of all major schemaes thal have been capilalized. You should also inchede a fair
proporion of the support costs directly associaied with delivery of the schemes.

. Slale the lotal precep! demanded for the year as properly issued by the Environment Agency, in
accordance with saction 141 of the Waler Rescurces Acl 1981, Providing that the precapt has been
propery issued as belore stated it should always be included here, even when the Board has appealed
againat the amount of contritution, in accordance with section 140 of the Water Resources Act 1091,
Where the Boand knows wilh carainty the oulcome of any such appeal, It should also includs tha
approgriate accrualiprapayment.

. State all costs associated with the maintenance of walarcourses, meaning work associated with open

channals, pipelines, culverts, bridges, atc. Plant, vehicks and labour charges should Include a fair
proporion of the overheads such as depolworkshop cosls, employment on-cosis, insurances and
deprecialion, etc. You should also include a fair proportion of the suppon costs directly associated with
dalivary of the maintenance programme, Please do nol inchede slectricity or fuel costs as these are

caplured separabely.

. State all cosis associaled with maintaining and operating the pumping stations, sluices and waber kvl

control structures. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should includa a fair proportion of the overheads
such as depolworkshop costs, employment on-costs, insurances and depreciation, atc. You should also
inchude @ fair proportion of the support costs directly associated with maintaining and operating the
pumping statlons, slulces and water level confrol struciures, Please do nol indude elactricity or fusl costs
as these are caplured separately.

. Imchede the cost of non-lechnical staff only, office accommodation, annual depreciation of office equiprment

that has been capitalised, minor office equipment thal has not been capitalised, postages, telecoms”,
stalionery, printing, adverlising, auditng of accounts, general insurances and all other costs assocated
with supporiing the organisation. Please note that this does nol include suppor costs, which are directly
associated with the delivery of front line senvices, Please do nol inchude eleciricity or fusl costs as these
are capbured separataly.

. State all cosls assocsated with the PSCA.

State all costs associated with undenaking work for third parties. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should
include a fair proportion of the owerheads such a5 depotiworkshop costs, armployment on-costs,
insurances and depreciation, ele. You should also include a fair proportion of the support costs directly
associated with undertaking the rechargeabla work.

Include the cosl of senicing any bomowing, in terms of bankfloanine purchass Inbemst payable.

Siate all costs assocaled with underiaking works — capital or maintenance = thal are likely intended o
help enhance andior consarve biodiversity. These costs ane ikaly 1o be incurred in iImplemanting actions
sal oul in an IDE's Biodersity Action Plan or other conservation actions. H possible, you should idantify
tha overall costs and break tham down into two groups: general across the whole 1DB area, and 555
spacific armas (in implementing actions s&1 oul in S551 Water Leval Management Plans or S551 River
Restoration Planzs). Please do not include electricty o fuel costs as these are captured saparatedy.

Include all atfvar sxpendiiure, such as 8 provision for bad'doubtiul debts, write-offe, and absorption
account deficits (for example plant and labour absorption accounts). Please incheds sub-iotal of all other
expenditure in the first row and then a breakdown in separate rows balow.

For the disposal of asssis, siate the difference bebwesn any procesds from the sale’disposal of the assat
and the cost of the asset less accumulaled depreciation,

. Total balance of devaloper fund year end.

Linspent grant ai year and.

DEF-ID81 (Rev.00/24) Page 4 of 10
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Section B - IDB Reporting

Please answer ALL QUESTIONS. We will assume a negalive response for any thal are not answened,

Policy Delivery Staterment

Boards are required fo produce a publicly available policy stalermeni seiting out thelr plans for delivening the
Governmenl's policy aims and objectives. It is recommended thal these stalemeanis be published on Boards’
wiebaies where they have them and reviewed every thres yaars.

1, Is &an up 1o date statemant in place and copy (or weblink) provided to Defra, and EA7 .......... Yes 5] Ne [
2, What year was your statement a5t updabed?. .. .......c....covvseerersonses B . [2010 |
Biodiversity
3. Please indicate whether your Board has a Biodiversity Action PIan ... oo Ye8 [Z - No [
4. If “yes” is the Biodiversity Action Plan available on your websie? ..., Yes [ Mo []
5 What year was your Biodiversity Action Plan last updated?.. ... ... , 2022 )
&. Have vou reponied progress on BAP implamentation on your websile?.........cm . T BS Mo
7. When waa biodiversity last diocussed ot & Board Meating (Ba1)7.............. ... |12 O COLH
8. Do you have 8 bioSBoUrRtY PrOBEET ..o s semsrs o svescesmsasencseimceeceeece T80 2 N [
555| water level managamont plans
9. Are you responsible for any SSS| water level management plans?............... B Yes (] Mol
If s0, please complete the following tabile:

Mame Partners ulhnillﬂmlum__ Date of last update

- — '

I i — S I —
10. Do you contribude towards any SS51 water level mansgement pams?. . .......ooemees e Yaa [] Mo(X]
If mo, please completa the following table:
' Name Partners Date of last review Date of last update

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.08124) Page 5ol 10
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11. Area of 5551 with IDB responsible for water level managemani 0 hactares

PRBITUEL 11 c0000 5 b R0 1 R REE 204 120 B BB AR AR T BE AR EARE R YRR ERR R PR RRn RS S e AL B AR ]
12. Area of S55| with IDB coniribution lowards waler level management 0 hect

T SR

13, Arga of 5551 whare [DB water level mmmlac&.ﬁﬁﬂmﬂmmh 0 hectares
racovering o favourable condition®. .. R — SRR ]
14, Area of S55| whare IDB water lewel nwﬂgwum actions are ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ i achieve -n hectares
recovering or favourable condition?. .. ——

Access to environmental expertise

Does your IDB have access o environmenial expertise? If 5o please lick all those options balow throwgh
which anvironmental expertise is reguiary provided to your |DB:

15. Appropriately skiled Board Members (e.g. Board member from an Environmental BodylAuthority) [
16. Co-opled mambars

17. Directly employed staff

18. Confracted persons or consulants
19. Environmental Partners/NGOs

OO0 & D00

20. Other

If s0, phease list:

Public sector cooperation agreements (PSCAs)
21. How many active PSCAs are you working on? 3

22, Which risk managemant authorities are you working with on a PSCA?

Environment Agancy

Lead local food authority

Local authorty (not a lead local flood authority)
Internal drainage board

Waler company

Citingr

If pther, pleasa kst

DEF-IDA1T (Rev. 024) Page 6 of 10
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23. Pleasa indicate the type of work baing underaken.

Riguting mainianance

Assel oparalion and moniloding
Asnsal repairs

Support during fiood incsdant
Support during ood recoveny i
Orthvar |

If other, please list:

Asset Management
What system/database doss your Board use to manage the asssts il is responsible for?

24. ADIS u
25. Paper Reconds L]
26. Other Ebectronic System =
If 3o, please st
- :
L
27. Has your Board continued mmmmnﬂknpmmm
sssel databases on an annual basis? ... — -1 T

28, Winhat is the curmulative lolal of identiied watercourss that the Board periodically mainigins?

29. How mary pumping stations does the Board operate’
2 pumping stations
30. How many pumps doas the Board operata?

]

DEF-IDBY {Few 0d'24) Paga T ol 10
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alactric

diesel 4
renswable anargy pumps (B.g. directly powarad by wind, golar, hydro, etc)
emporary / mobile pumps

other type of pumps

3. If piher, please list
i

| B B

32, What is the cumulative design capacity of the Boand's pumping siation(s) {enter penc if no stalions are
opearatad)?

|5.12 cmsec _ ]

Health and Safety

33. Does the Board have a current Health and Safely policy in place? Yes <] MNo[]
34. Does the Board have 3 Board Member focused on ensuring thal Health and Safely s considersd when
board decisions are made? ves [ No[]
35. Does the Board have a responsible officer for Health and Safety? ves[F N[
36, Have there been any reportable incidente in the past year? Yes[ ] Mol

If 80, phease summarise in the box below:

Guidanoa and Best Practice

37. Has your 1DB adopled a formal Scheme of Delagation? Yes[E No[]
Has your IDB provided, or accessed via a third party, fraining for board membere in the last year in any of the
following areas?

38, Governance =
389, Financa

40, Environmant

41, Health, safety and wolfare

OO0 H ™

42, Communicaiions and cngagermeani

DEF-IDE1 (Riw Iiv24) Page 8 of 10
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44, |z your Board's website information current for this financial :.mr‘? {El:lll"d rn-rnl:m'm;: sudited accounts,
programimas of works, WLMPS, elc)... - ~Yes[E Ne[D

45. Has your |DB adopted computerised accounting and rating systems? ... Y88 [E No [
46. Has your board published all minutes of meatings on the websiie? ... ... Yes[ No[]

47, Does the Board publish information on hwahtmanhapnmh b:m#nhmnummﬁmha
contaci delails io allow for and encourage public engagement?. ... n

48, When planning maintenance and capital works are environmental impacts taken inlo account and
wherever possible Dest Praction SDPROET .. ... e s b Yeos (] No[]

Has your Board adopled the following governancs docurmanis:

B e T (=¥ i "+ I
50. Have the Standing Ordars besn approved by MINISIEES ... Y88 [ No [
If you have Byelaws, have:

52,  you adopied the 2021 model BYBEWE. ... T8 2] N[
4,  tha byalows been approved by MIRISIBME. ... ..o..oiee e s eremn s e s eman e Nes[E] Wo[d
55, Code of Conduct for Board Mambers..... ... msasm s s e e Y88 0 No [

58, Arrti-frand and COMUPEON PORGY.  wuuue i oo oumnmns o mnmmmnsrns 6o i frn ffrna n sn 5 b s s s ime Yes [ MNo[]

Board meambership and attendance
50, How many Board membsars (in total - elacted and appointed) do you have on your IDB?

60. Seats avallable to appointed mambars under the Land Dranage Act 1581

61. Mumbar of elecied members on the board al year end.

B2, Mumber of appointed members on the board al year and,

63, Mean average number of elected mambears in attendance at sach board mesding over |9
tha last financial yaar.

DEF-IDB1 (Reav.08/24) Page 8 of 10
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&4, Mean average number of appointed members in aftendance at each board meeting 3
over the last financial year,

65, Have you held elections (with or withou! a vota) within the last three years?................. Yes []  No [

&5, if you have held elections, did they comply with the requirements epecified by the Sacmlary of Stale undar
Regulation 28 of the Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations 19387 NA_.....Yes [] Ne[]

Complaints procedure

67, Is the procadure for a mambaer of the |:|ubll: o make a l'.h:rl'l'l.‘.ﬂllﬂl about the IDB accassible from the frond
page of its website?.,., e T JYes(H Mo
68, Mumber of complaints received in the financial year? [

&9, Number of complaints cutstanding in the financial year? N

70, Number of complants refemred 1o the Local Governmeant & Social Care Ombudsman? 0

71, Number of complainis upheld by the Local Government & Social Care Ombudsman? | ©

Public Engagement

Set oul what your Board has done in this financial year to engage with the public (tick relevant box(es) below):
Published:

T2. your completed ID81 Form
T3, press release's

Td. newslatlen’s

5. nodicels

T6. public consultation

HORO00O0RA

77. updated your IDB website

Media engagement with:

78. nabonal andior kxcal media a.g. TV, radio, etc

78, national andiar kecal media &g, newspapar, magazine, aic
80. trade media

0o o0 o

B1. socal modia

Public meetings:

=

82. Held public meeting's
3. Attended meetings &.g. Parish Council, local inlerest group, local flood group, elc

=

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.00/24) Page 10.of 10
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Public events:

84, atiended showlevent/s e.g. county shows, fairs, elc B
85, atlended irade evenl e.g. Flood and Coast, Flood and Water Live, ete (]
86. hosted IDB open day ]

Section B: NOTES
Practice

Has your Board published all minutes of maatings on the wabsite? In answaring this question, this should
apply to all tha main Board maesfings held in the year and any appropriale meetings the Board has held with
axtemal siakehokders,

Board membership and attendance

When referring to elected members of the Board, this relates to the number of landowners/drainage rate
payers that ane akected o the Board.

When refarring o appointed members of the Board, this relates to the number of members appainted by the
local authoritias o represent the local councl taxpayers.

When referring bo mean average numbar of alected and appointed members in attendanca at meetings at
each boand mesting — this should be exprossed as a number of atbendees and nol AS & parcantage
atiendance.

With regard to elections, under Schedule 1 of the Land Drainage Act 1881, slected members should hold
affice for three years, at which point & further election s hald, Whaen aleclions ane held, they should comply
with the raquirements under Regulation 28 of the Land Drainage (Electicn of Drainage Boards) Regulations
1938 - 1o advertise and nolify local stakeholders accordingly.

Section C - Declaration

MAMEA & WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

I confirm that the information provided in secBiong A-C or with this formm i comect,

Signature I_ﬁlw e

st }Iﬁfm

Name in BLOCK LETTERS MISS SAMANTHA ABLETT _ -
Designation ASSISTANT TREASURER

Emall address  sam ablett@middlelevel gov.uk

‘DEF-IDE1 (Rev.0924) Page 11 of 10
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Appen
Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of.
MANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

our responaibility for ensuning that there s a sound system of internal control, nchuding arrangements for
the praparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, 1o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect 1o the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

| 1. We have put n place srangements for efieciive francal prepared 85 M0CUNtY SNMEnts N acconiance
MANSeTEn dunng e your, and for fe preparaton of v with tna A 15 and Au Regwa
1he accouming statoments.

|2 We mairtained an adequals system of hiems contol rmace proper arergeTents end scoepisd rosrornabilly
Inciuding mess e casgrwd 1o provent erd detect faud v for safeguarding the pub@o money and resouwrces
v coruplon end seviewed its eflectivenoss. i chevge

3. W tock B reasonatie ateps 1 sasue ourseives has only done whel I has the logal power o o and hes
that Beee e 1o maliers of ackusl or poteniial congied with Proger Practices in doing so
no comgiiance with lowe. regulations and Preper v
Practicos that could have a signiicart Snancisl efect
on the adity of ths authority 15 condust its
business of ANage Is Snarces.

|4, We provided greper opooriunily during e yoar for g e yoor guve ol d lhe spporiundy v

| e anercins of ension’ rights Ih acsordance with the v i ! anf sek quesians about IV asthanly’s cocownts.

| reqebmmerds of faa A anvd Aus RS ,

|5, Wi camed ot an assessment of e nsts fang ts P T presp——Ty-p—— TS R
mrhorty and 0ok ;ppopriate sleps 10 MAnsge Noss v Mons avxd el Wi Bvew propery.

A holeding the hroduction of rtemal consrols endior

| weersal nsurence cover whete roquired. — |

|6, We meintained Srrougheut the year an scegusle and armnged for 8 cormpetonst pamon, NOIENCENt of e MRascil |
oflective sy of Interral Suat of the sccowntng v COMr0la 3 PrECSANGS. 10 VG N OISCTVE wew o wheter |
records ang control systems. demay confrols mee! Mie seedy of Py aroabie suholy |

7. W tock SECrOpE Scton on i matiers rased v AeSoInd 0 mesTers Brap S0 T afandon by (rwne) and
In reponts o imemeal and exdemal sudl cchonel et

8. We comsitorad whather any Higation, labiites or dnccned vweything £ $heols hare abow! B3 DuanNess sotvy
comm imants, pvents or burmesciors. ocourring either Qg e year Inoting averts Bakng place afler the yesr
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Mrs Martin went through the Governance report and the various Resolutions that the Commissioners
had been asked to make.

a) Policy Reviews

Mrs Martin referred to the revised Policy Statement which the Commissioners reviewed. The Chair
advised that the Commissioners do have a Water Level Management Plan, and that he will provide a
copy for inclusion in the Policy. Otherwise, the Policy Statement was approved.

RESOLVED

That the update and re-publication of the Policy Statement is approved.

b) Risk Management Strategy and Internal Controls

The Commissioners did not highlight any specific risks or issues not covered within the Commissioners
Risk Management Strategy (published in 2024 and on the website), noted the system of financial
Internal Controls (as published on website) and no additional controls were highlighted as required.

c) Exercise of Public Rights

The Clerk referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited Annual
Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of Conclusion of the
Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return.

d) Consideration of potential litigation, liabilities, commitments.

Mrs Martin reported that as part of the Annual Governance review the Commissioners were required
to consider if there were any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring
either during or after the year-end that have a financial impact on the authority. She confirmed that
there were no such matters that have been raised through the office of the clerk. Members gave
consideration to the position.

RESOLVED
That there are no such events that would have an adverse financial impact on the
Commissioners that would need to be included within the accounting statements for the

financial year ended 31st March 2025.

e) DEFRA IDB1 Return

RESOLVED

Mrs Martin referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2023/2024 which the Commissioners noted
and approved.

f)  Annual Governance Statement

RESOLVED

The Commissioners approved that the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance
Statement on behalf of the Commissioners for the financial year ended 31 March 2025.
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C.1060 Finance Report — Looking Back

Viz:
Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No: 11
. MANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT .
Meeting: DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS Subject: FINANCE REPORT: LOOKING BACK
th Officer
Date: Wednesday 28" May 2025 . Andrew Wool/Sam Ablett
Responsible:

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Board is asked to:

A. Note the Budgeting review.
B. Consider and approve the payments detailed within Appendix 1.

Finance Officer’s review and key messages
Accounts to 31 March 2025

At the Commissioners meeting 10" January 2025 a ‘probable actual’ position had been drafted, based
around actual expenditure recorded to the end of November 2024 and estimates/forecasts to the 31
March 2024. At this point no invoices had been received from the electricity supplier.

The probable actual figures were also based around forecasting areas of expenditure to budget
allocations. Savings were made against Channel Maintenance and Repairs and renewals. The most
significant savings made against budget was fuel costs due to lowere than anticipated pumping costs.
The rating estimates for 2024/2025 included an allowance of £25,000 for future plant
overhauls/refurbishments which was transferred in the year to the Capital Reserve Fund. Changes to
the banking arrangements allowed for additional interest to be accrued, a total of £6,693.31 being
received in the year.

As previously reported an application on behalf of the Commissioners for recovery of 2023/24 excess
pumping costs was made against the Storm Recovery Grant scheme (Tranche 1) announced by the
government in February 2024. This was successful and a claim for £40,310.07 was made and received.

Overall this gave an increase in the general fund balances of £60,339 to a balance of £306,399 at 31
March 2025, this currently being in excess of a years expenditure in hand.

The balances are reflected in the Commissioners accounts and Annual Return, which they are asked to
review and approve.

1. Budgeting

1.1 The budget comparison of the forecast out-turn and the actual out-turn for the financial year
ending 31st March 2025 is included as Appendix 1.

2, Payments for 2025

2.1 Payments are detailed within Appendix 2.
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Annual Accounts and Finance papers 2024/2025:

Annual Return 2024/2025:

To consider the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year ended on the 31st
March 2025 and the completion of Section 2 of the Annual Return as required in the Audit
Regulations. Appendix 3

Author Name: Andrew Wool/Sam Ablett
Role: Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer

Appendix 1 Budget Review
Appendix 2 Payments for 2023/24
Appendix 3 Annual Accounts & Finance Papers 2024/25



CHANNEL MAINTENANCE

LABOUR

REPAIRS AND RENEWALS

FUEL

Pump overhaul

RATES, INSURANCES & TELEPHONES

ADMINISTRATION

TECHNICAL SERVICES

E. A. PRECEPT

PLANT REPLACEMENT

INCOME

Net Expenditure

Rate Requirement

General Fund
Opening Balance

Rates and Special Levies

Net Expenditure

Closing Balance

MANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

Wednesday 28™ May 2025 1272

Monitoring - Accounts/Estimates 2024/25

Approved Budget Probable Actual Accounts
2024/2025 2024/2025 2024/2025
18,500 21,500 19,095
44,250 44,500 44,086
10,500 12,500 9,784
15,000 15,000 15,000
38,000 38,200 27,312
4,500 6,250 6,125
18,750 18,750 19,508
3,000 3,000 3,344
81,480 81,480 81,480
10,000 10,000 10,000
243,980 251,180 235,735
3,862 7,173 57,227
240,118 244,008 178,508

0.5000

246,060 246,060

Rate set - 50.00p 238,847 238,847
244,008 178,508

240,899 306,399

Appendix 1

Rate Meeting was held on 10th January 2025
Probable actuals based on

expenditure to 30th November 2024

With provisions to year-end.

Storm Recovery Grant Tla incuded in Actuals
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MANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

Payments 2024/2025 (1st April 2024 - 31st March 2025)

Wave - Metered water supply

Middle Level Commissioners - Repairs to automatice weedscreen cleaner (Purls Bridge pumping station)
Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Planning and development applications)
Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages, telephone charges, stationery

and Travelling

Middle Level Commissioners - IDB Health & Safety Re-charge 2023-2024 (Account from COPE Safety

Management)

FJS Services Ltd - Nuts, bolts, washers, supply of radiator and 25 litres of antifreeze Qualube

Ratatak - Pest control (April - June 2024)

Bank charges

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

Anglia Farmers - 15,000 litres of gas oil

Water Resources East - Contribution to operating costs 2024-2025
Wave - Metered water supply

Environment Agency - Precept

Anglia Farmers - Road diesel

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

LW Vehicle Services Limited - Supply, fit and balance tyre

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply (Payment on account)

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply (Payment on account)

Anglia Farmers - Road diesel

Anglia Farmers - CV battery

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance
Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply (Payment on account)

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Purls Bridge pumping station)
Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Purls Bridge pumping station)
Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Glenhouse pumping station)
Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Glenhouse pumping station)
Ratatak - Pest control (July - September 2024)

Middle Level Commissioners - Court fees

Middle Level Commissioners - Road tax for AU15 XHB

Wave - Metered water supply

Anglia Farmers - Allstar monthly card fee

Bank charges

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply (Payment on account)

Middle Level Commissioners - Internal audit fees (Whiting & Partners, 2023-2024 accounts)

Ben Burgess Coates - Battery charger and manual mirror

Anglia Farmers - Road diesel

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Glenhouse pumping station)
Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Purls Bridge pumping station)
Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Glenhouse pumping station)
Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Purls Bridge pumping station)

Ben Burgess Coates - 3000 hour service of John Deere Tractor - AO20 NWL
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21.08
362.71
182.70

9,211.90

408.00
491.82
90.40
3.00
15.37
13,336.16
180.00
31.74
40,740.12
80.85
15.43
16.08
85.72
9,550.00
9,550.00
68.24
728.28
592.79
16.08
9,550.00
678.11
1,336.25
217.70
289.97
90.40
0.50
320.00
9177
1.21
30.00
16.08
9,550.00
1,023.00
289.16
78.75
346.25
471.63
181.83
455.37
2,667.17
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FJS Services Ltd - Hex sets, spring washers and 5 litres of gear oil

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Production of Board report, planning and development applications)

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply (Payment on account)

PKF Littlejohn LLP - Audit fee (2023-2024 accounts)

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

N L Hydraulics - 10.4 metres of hydraulic hose and fittings

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Purls Bridge pumping station)

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Glenhouse pumping station)

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone charges
Ratatak - Pest control (October - December 2024)

Middle Level Commissioners - Telemetry charges

Anglia Farmers - Road diesel

Wave - Metered water supply

Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of insurances

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

Environment Agency - Precept

Mastenbroek Environmental Ltd - Knives, lock nuts and cases with screws
LW Vehicle Services Limited - Repairs to AU15 XHB

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

Middle Level Commissioners - Death in service insurance premium (Account from Unum)
Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Planning and development applications)
Middle Level Commissioners - Repairs to pump low level control (Purls Bridge pumping station)
Middle Level Commissioners - Expenses in connection with Board meeting
Anglia Farmers - Charge for the fuel card

Bank charges

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

Fen Group - Drain maintenance

Cambridgeshire County Council - Annual rent (Right of access)

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

Ben Burgess Coates - Repairs to tractor A020 NWL

Adept Property solutions Ltd - Replacement of watwer heater

Bank charges

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

Anglia Farmers - Road dieselv and 15,000 litres of gas oil

Corona Energy - Electricity Supply - (Purls Bridge pumping station)

Middle Level Commissioners - Contribution (Environmental Officer)
Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

IMServ - Meter operator agreement to 22/10/2025

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

Ratatak - Pest control (January - March 2025)

Bank charges

Anglia Farmers - Road diesel

Wave - Metered water supply

Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscription 2024

IMServ - Electricity data collection agreement to 22/10/2025

Bank charges

Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges

LW Vehicle Services Limited - Puncture repair

Middle Level Commissioners - Supply of ticket for ADA conference

Anglia Farmers - Road diesel
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23.59
1,766.40
9,501.99

756.00
15.53
217.39
462.95
170.80
8,626.52
90.40
576.00

75.35

4171
5,665.39

15.53

40,740.12
252,91
215.77
113.11
176.34
495.00
184.78
358.51

121
3.00

15.53

21,982.68
100.00
295.51

1,453.93
225.00
3.00

15.53

11,988.99
799.52
775.75
295.51

73.52

16.08

90.40

3.00
61.21
4171

926.40
170.9%

3.00
15.53
24.00

180.00
62.90
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Bank charges 3.00
FIS Services Ltd - Hex set, Hex bolts, flat washers, full nuts, grease gun extension hose and ends, together
with grinding disc 25.18
Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Production of Board report, planning and development applications) 813.00
Middle Level Commissioners - Contribution towards retirement gift 360.00
LW Vehicle Services Limited - Repairs to AU15 XHB 668.26
Mastenbroek Environmental Ltd - Flail, bearings, rubber strip, mx joint rings and bolts for flail 1,465.74
Anglia Farmers - Charge for the fuel card 1.2
Vodafone - Mobile telephone charges 15.53
District labour 39,147.91
NEST Pension Contributions 7,165.91
273,301.32

(NB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax)



2025
Mar-31

Expenditure during the year:-
Precept

Rates, Insurances, Telephones
Repairs & Renewals

Fuel

Drainworks

District Labour

Administration

Technical Services

Transfer to Capital Reserve Fund

Write Back of Development Fees

Depreciation Charge

Balance carried forward

Liabilities

Capital Provisions

General Fund
Revenue
Capital
Sundry Creditors
Development Contributions
Contributions holding account
Capital Reserve Fund
Grant Aid Received in Advance

Wednesday 28™ May 2025

MANEA AND WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2025

6,125.01
9,783.97
27,312.13
19,094.65
44,086.24
19,508.22
3,344.42

306,399.17

38,642.82

GENERAL FUND

81,480.24

129,254.64
25,000.00
698.99
31,005.00

345,041.99

612,480.86

BALANCE SHEET

2024
Apr-01
2025
Mar-31

Capital Section

2,415,000.00

Revenue Section

345,041.99
49,156.54
53,494.37
21,080.53

161,338.11

7,445.02

3,052,556.56

Balance brought forward

Rate income & Special levy
Interest on Deposit Accounts
Highland Water Contributions
Water Transfer - EA
Consents

Write back of provisions
Storm recovery Grant

Assets
Pumping Stations
Plant Assets

Ratepayers' Account - Arrears
Stock

Value added tax - Refunds due
Sundry Debtors

Balance in hand:-
Barclays Current Account

Barclays Business Premium Accol
Barclays treasury Deposit Account

Appendix 3

315,707.80
238,846.87
6,693.31
1,411.27
50.00
9,461.54
40,310.07 296,773.06
612,480.86

2,415,000.00

38,642.82
2,453,642.82
11,497.38
6,216.93
4,270.69
1,295.25
70,000.00
505,633.49
- 575,633.49

3,052,556.56
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Manea & Welney Internal Drainage Board

Summary of Bank Reconciliations as at 31st March 2025

Treasurers Account 2024/2025

1st April 2024

Balance brought forward 529,375.66
31st March 2025
Receipts during the year
Clerk's collection account 308,623.11
Interest on deposit accounts 10,936.04
319,559.15
848,934.81

Summary of Bank Reconciliations as at 31st March 2025

Barclays Bank PLc

Current Account

Balance per Statement as at 31st March 2025
Less unpresented cheques

OIS lodgement

Balance per Trial Balance

Cash balances as at 31st March 2025

Barclays Bank PLc

Current Account
Business Premium Account
Treasury Deposit

Total reconciled cash balances per accounts

70,000.00
0.00

0.00

70,000.00

70,000.00
505,633.49
0.00

§75,633.49

31st March 2025
Payments made during the year

Balance carried forward

1277

213,301.32

575,633.49

833451
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Manea & Welney DDC
Reconciliation between statement of accounts and Annual Return

Financial year ended 31st March 2025

Line 1

Line 4

Line 6

Balances brought forward

General Fund 246,059.98
Development charges account 51,699.30
Capital reserve account 133,507.62
Contributions Holdings Account 14,621.47
445,888.37
Rates and Special Levies
Agricultural rates 170,832.38
Special Levies 67,431.00
Penalty 696.49
Costs 75.00
Write-off -188.00
238,846.87
Total other receipts
Interest
General fund 6,693.31
Development charges account 1,096.08
Capital reserve account 2,830.49
Highland Water 2,248.77
Discharge contributions 6,459.06
Consents 50.00
Water Transfer - EA 0.00
Insurance Claim 0.00
Write Back of Provisions 9,461.54
Storm Recovery Grant Tla 39,472.57
68,311.82
Staff costs
Wages/salaries 36,872.87
National insurance contributions 3,833.22
Pension costs 3,380.15
Travelling expenses 0.00
44,086.24
Loan repayments
PWLB - Principal 0.00
PWLB - Interest 0.00
0.00
All other payments
Precept 81,480.24
Rates, insurances, telephones 6,125.01
Repairs and renewals 9,783.97
Fuel 27,312.13
Drainworks 19,094.65
Administration 19,508.22
Development charges fees 0.00
Planning fees 3,344.42
Purchase of Asset 0.00
Improvements 0.00

166,648.64

1278

Per Annual

Return

445,888

238,847

68,312

44,086

166,649
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Manea & Welney DDC
Reconciliation between statement of accounts and Annual Return

Financial year ended 31st March 2025 Per Annual
Return
Line7  [Balances carried forward
General Fund 306,399.17
Development charges account 53,494.37
Capital reserve account 161,338.11
Contributions Holding Account 21,080.53
542,312.18 542,312
Reconciliation
Line 1+Line2+Line3-Lline4-Line5-Lineb 542,312.18
Rounding 0.00
Reconciliation to Accounts
Balances carried forward per Annual Return - As above 542,312.18
Add Back:-
Adjustments for Prior Years 69,647.82
Depreciation -31,005.00
Purchase of Asset 0.00
38,642.82

Balances carried forward per Accounts

General Fund 345,041.99
Development charges account 53,494.37
Capital reserve account 161,338.11
Contributions Holdings Account 21,080.53

580,955.00
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

MANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

“

. Totad bafances and reserves af the begmning of the year
forware 446 897 a3 recorded in the fnancial records. Volue must agree fo
‘ Box 7 of previous yoor. ——
| 2. (+) Precopt or Rates and Teta? amount of procept (or for IDBs rates and lovios)
| Lovies 224 408 238 847 rocsived or recoivalie in the year Exclude any grents
| rsoaved
| 3. (*) Total cther receipts Total income or receipls 08 recordod iy the cashbook leas
‘ 18.373 68,312 e procep! o radestovies received (ine 2). ndude any
granis recodved.
4, (<) Saaff costs Total expendiiure or payments made (o and on bohal
of alf amployees. Include gross saleriss and wages,
40,855 44.086 ernployars NY contribulions, ermpkiyers penaion
- ol | L. 8% : armm_mnm;mdmncepuwm;
8. (=) Loan interastcaplisl Tote expendiiure or paymeonts of capiied anxd inforest
RO rsrs 0 d Mmads auwng e year on the authoridy’s boerowings (If any)
.6. (-iudﬁlmmmb = Torsl expendiiune or peyrnants a3 recorded in the cash-
203,935 166,649 took =ss stall costs (e 4) and loan infereslicapinl
| 2~ repayments (Woe 1),
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forward 445,888 542, 312' QUS) (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)
i
£ Totsl vaks of cash and 18 oh= I o 7 Afhemo!alwn;uwowmac;unu oash
short torm investmaents 529 376 575,633 noktings ang shovt term investmerds held as af 37 March -
. | Toagreo wih bank reconciliation.
9. Total fxod aeees phus | The vakue of 3 the property ihe authorlly owns - dismndo‘
lang teem invostments 2611078 261 078 4o of all 4z fed assols and long berm invesinents &8 af
ard assols i ‘ 3? Mavreh
10. Total bomowings ! munamcwmananwda«m4
0 0 from tard partes (inciucing PYAS)

| 112, Disclosure note re Trust funds
fncluding chamabis)
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(ndudmdumab.)

The Councd, a3 a body corporale, acts as solo frustee and
uro.\pmmummmsthluawmm
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I cortify that for the year ended 31 March 2005 e Accounting | | confirm thart these Accounting Stslements were

Statornents in this Annual Governance and Accountabulty

Retuen have been prepared on either a receipts and payments |

of income and expendiure basts folowing the guidance in
Govemance and Accourtabity for Smallor Aulontes - a
Pracitioners’ Guide 10 Proper Practices and present farty
e financial position of s auhority,

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before baing

prosonted to NK{::: approval
\

13-e5 225

Annual Govemance and Accountability Resum 2024/25 Forrn 3

approved by this autharity on this date:

| @8 recorcad in méreie mference:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accountng
Statements were approved
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Local Coundils, internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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Finance officer’s review and key messages

The Commissioners considered and noted the key finance messages of the Finance Officer, and the payments
detailed for 2024. The Commissioners noted the Storm Recovery Grant Fund bids and that the Commissioners
received £40,310.07 for excess winter pumping costs. The Budget Comparison was noted.

The Chair commented that the Commissioners set the rate back in February, and thinks they have all things
covered.

Mrs Martin advised that it is possible that further Storm Grant Recovery Funding may become available. The
Chair thought that all pumping stations across the Middle Level Catchment could make use of £5m of funding
for improvements but that this level of funding is unlikely. This is why the Commissioners have been building
up funds for future expenses.

a) Payments for 2024

The Payments were reviewed, and the Commissioners accepted the Payments.

b) Annual Accounts and Finance Papers 2024/2025

Mrs Martin provided the Commissioners with updated figures as the incorrect figures had been included in
the agenda. Mr Crofts advised that Councils see the bank account figures but do not fully understand what
this funding is in place for.

The Commissioners considered and approved the Annual accounts and Finance Papers for the year ended
31t March 2025, as required in the Audit regulations.

RESOLVED
That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Return, on behalf of the Commissioners for the

financial year ended 315 March 2025.

C.1061 Finance Report — Looking Forward

Viz:
Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No: 13
Meetine: MANEA & WELNEY DISTRICT Subiect: FINANCE REPORT: LOOKING
& DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS ject: FORWARD
Date: Wednesday 28" May 2025 Officer . Andrew Wool/Sam Ablett
Responsible:

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Board is asked to:

A. Consider the Finance Officer’s summary

Finance Officer’s summary and key messages

As a result of the Storm Recovery Grants being received in 2024/25 (T1a £40,310.07 (adjusted for
Highland Water) the General Fund sits at £345,042 which represents over a year in hand for
expenditure.
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1. Fees, Remunerations and Subscriptions
1.1 Reported in January meeting.
2. Precept to the Environment Agency

2.1 Reported in January meeting.

3. Highland Water Contributions

It was reported in the January meeting that the Environment Agency were not able to meet all
Highland Water payments in full for 2024/2025, however the RFCC have since made up the difference
and we can confirm that the full Highland Water claims have been now paid.

4. Estimates for 2024/25
4.1 Reported in January meeting.
5. Rate Requirements for 2024/25

51 Reported in January meeting.

Author Name: Andrew Wool/Sam Ablett
Role: Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer

Finance officer’s review and key messages

The Commissioners considered and noted the key finance messages of the Responsible Finance Officer.

Ms Morris asked if the District Superintendents vehicle had been replaced. The Chair advised that it had been
decided at the last meeting of the Commissioners to keep the vehicle for another year. It is suitable for use
at present, although it may need replacing within the next few years. He thought that the Commissioners
should consider replacing it with and electric vehicle, but would seek the District Superintendents thoughts
on this. Ms Morris thought that if an electric vehicle were supplied, the Commissioners would need to
consider where and how the vehicle is charged. The Chair suggested that they consider a hybrid electric
vehicle instead.

Ms Morris asked about the level of interest the Commissioners accounts were achieving. Some discussion
followed on the best place for funds to be held to get the best return. Mr Heading advised that the
Commissioners need to be able to easily access the funds, and the Chair felt that they should trust the
Responsible Finance Officer to gain the best return for the Commissioners.

Mr Fairey asked if the Finance Committee could have the past 12 months cash flow opening and closing
balances for consideration at their next meeting. The Chair suggested that a quarterly report also be
requested and agreed to discuss this with Mr Wool.

RESOLVED

The Chair discuss with the Responsible Finance Officer (Mr Wool) provision of additional reports for the
next Finance Committee meeting.

C.1062 Middle Level IDB Change
Viz:
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Provided by the Middle Level Commissioners Item No: 14
Meeting: MANEA & WELNEY DDC Subject: MIDDLE LEVEL IDB CHANGE
Officer Paul Burrows
. th
Date: Wednesday 28™ May 2025 Responsible: On behalf of the working group
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Board is asked to:

A. Have an open and objective discussion about their health, their fitness for the future and
their reliance and interdependency with the health of all other IDBs within the Middle
Level and the Middle Level Commissioners.

B. Respond to the questions posed to inform the approach to detailed design.

Gauge the degree of support for taking control of change proactively locally.

D. Provide a £300 contribution towards the costs of developing the detailed design.

9]

11

1.2

1.3

14

15

2.1

Recap

As previously reported to the MLC Board and IDBs administered by the MLC, on 15 February 2024
the Chairs, Vice Chairs and Board Members who sit on more than one IDB within the Middle Level
(and those outside the catchment that we administer) had been invited to an informal session in
Ramsey to share thoughts about the future IDB governance landscape within the Middle Level and
whether action was needed to ensure this was resilient for the future. The consensus from those
who attended was that we needed to act and a small working group has been identified to draft an
initial case for change.

The working group met on 5% September 2024 and were joined by Innes Thomson, ADA Chief
Executive. The group used the ‘Geoff Beel’ vision from 2009 as a starting point to discuss the primary
drivers for change and the key concerns that any proposed new model would need to take account
of. A summary note from the meeting was issued on 9" September 2024.

The Middle Level Board of the Middle Level Commissioners, recognising their leadership, convening
and facilitating role, as well as their interest in the governance and operational health of IDBs within
their catchment, approved £10k of seed funding used to commission an outline design report.
Gradeas Consulting Limited was engaged to undertake this work.

The working group met on 16™ January 2025 to review the draft report and agree the approach to
crucial engagement with IDBs that is essential in moving forward with the work into a detailed design
phase.

The outline design report has been made available to IDB Chairman and Board Members to be read
in conjunction with this paper.

Case for Change — Key Messages

There are a variety of factors that contribute to the view that the current IDB governance model
within the Middle Level is not sufficiently robust for future generations, with an increasing number
of IDBs being in poor financial and membership health today.

a) Changes in agriculture and land-ownership, with fewer family farms reducing the scale of
hands-on active IDB membership, along with a general aging demographic.

b) Degradation of pumping stations the majority of which are at the end of their reliable life,
with insufficient funds and complex governance arrangements stifling proactive and efficient
investment.
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c) A steady increase in legislative and statutory responsibilities, along with increased societal
and government expectations of IDBs meaning the resources and costs associated with these
overheads have become a sizeable proportion of overall expenditure, particularly for smaller
IDBs. This is set to increase further.

d) Increasing operational pressures as climate change accelerates and IDBs have to adapt to
dealing with extremes of drought and high, intense rainfall, whilst being highly vulnerable to
energy costs.

e) The inherent financial dependence upon eligibility, availability and leverage of government
grant with responsible investment strategies being beyond the reach of many IDBs’ rate and
levy payer base.

Given the two-tier nature of water management within the Middle Level we collectively are only as
strong as the weakest link, so whilst an IDB may be or may consider themselves relatively fit for the
future, they ought to consider the landscape scale position.

Boards need to be mindful that the scale of change potentially needed in the Middle Level would be
beyond the ‘business as usual’ IDB amalgamations that are ongoing or have happened in recent
history and would therefore need significant resourcing to enact and implement. This would need to
be programmed and resourced with the Environment Agency and Defra. Even with dedicated and
bespoke drive, realistically any change we stimulate now would take a 5-15 year period to come to
fruition. The problem ought not to be left to the next generation to fix.

The five key messages the working group would encourage the Board to consider are:
1. The need to future-proof — thinking about the next two generations of farmer, land manager
and beneficiary.

2. The ambition to retain local control — the increasing risk of change being designed and
directed nationally.

3. Our collective ability to inform and influence locally, regionally and nationally to strengthen
our negotiating position to lever investment and policy change, as well as deliver efficiently
and effectively to avoid higher future costs.

4. The changing representation within IDB membership given changes in land-use,
development and water level management.

5. The need for a more cost-effective delivery model with overhead costs proportionate to
expenditure.

Outline Design — Questions for IDBs and individual Board Members

The approach taken to the outline design has been an objective, analytical one driven by readily
available date. Collectively we need to add the operational view and Middle Level knowledge to focus
and scope the next stage of detailed design.

Having reviewed the draft outline design report the working group debated the outline options and
despite a range of differing views, they suggest that:

a) The option of one or two IDBs is not progressed to detailed design as it was felt that this
would create an entity that is too big and would arguably be as cumbersome to govern and
service as the existing model. There is little appetite for becoming the largest IDB in the
country.

b) Options for five or six IDBs are not developed, supporting the view and rationale presented
within the report (Section 7).
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c) Options for three and four IDBs are progressed to detailed design.

3.3 Alongside seeking the views of IDBs via this paper the working group suggested that an online form
be made available for individual Board Members to also submit their views and that in parallel to this
engagement we write to the following seeking their view and steer:

a) Local Authorities, including Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs)
b) Environment Agency

c¢) Anglian (Great Ouse) Regional Flood & Coastal Committee (RFCC)
d) Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA)

e) Defra

3.4 Questions for IDBs to consider and feedback via the Chairman to the MLC Chief Executive by close
on Friday 4™ July 2025.

Q1 On a scale of 1-10, do you consider that there is a need for change?

1 =don’t see a need to change to 10 = radical reform is long overdue.
Q2 What are your hopes and fears for the future and within any new model?
Q3 Do you consider that your IDB is fit for the future?

Yes or No — Please explain your answer.

Q4 What are the current strengths of your IDB that you wish to see retained within any new model
and what are the weaknesses you wish to see mitigated?

Q5 Do you agree that the options of one, two, five and six IDBs are not progressed to detailed design?
Yes or No — Please explain your rationale if you disagree.

Q6 Which options to you feel warrant progressing to detailed design, or have you an alternative
suggestion?

Q7 Do you have a preferred option from within the outline design options of three and four IDBs? Yes
or No - If yes, which option and explain why.

Q8 The report references a number of considerations that could be considered further within detailed
design eg specific boundaries, differential rates, ringfencing accrued budgets, operational districts,
employee and the service delivery model. Which of these is most important to you and why? Have
you any specific issues or observations you would like to be assessed?

Q9 Are you supportive of any change being designed and led locally and what role would you like to
play within this?

Q10 Have you any other feedback or issues that you feel have not been considered within the work so
far?

4. Next steps and potential timescales

4.1 The aim is for feedback to be consolidated over summer and reviewed by the working group in

September 2025.
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4.2 If human and financial resources are available and the feedback corroborates the need to act, the
detailed design will then be scoped and commissioned with the ambition to present the results and
seek IDB approval to a preferred option at their 2026 meetings.

Author Name: Paul Burrows
Role:
Chief Executive, Middle Level Commissioners

Working group members:
Mick Mottram, Michael Dale, Emma Alterton, Sam Johnson, David Boyce, Jonathan Brown, Hugh
Whittome, Marc Heading, Richard Price, Paul Burrows (plus other MLC staff input).

Mrs Martin referred to the Clerks Report relating to the Middle Level IDB Change and provided a precis of
the report.

The Chair thought that the three boards not relying on MLC watercourse should combine, and that the
remainder combine into one. Mr M Heading added that the Middle Level Board haven’t taken a view, and it
is up to IDBs. If they were to amalgamate into one Board, it would be the biggest IDB in the county and too
big to operate effectively. The Chair thought that this would not be as severe as they thought, as they are all
administered by MLC already.

Mr Fairey thought that if a landowner were asked which was more important to them, integrity and control
or a lower rate, they would choose the rate. The Upwell IDB has a higher charge so their ratepayers pay more.
Mr Heading advised that any amalgamated Board could make use of variable rates.

Mr Fairey agreed with the Chairs thoughts, and the Chair thought that the reason for change would be to
make operations more effective, although this may not necessarily save money. A strong, effective
management carrying out all Water Level Management functions would be most effective outcome.

Mr R Sears observed that getting people onto Boards is becoming more difficult, and Mr M Heading said that
there are lots of people doing a lot of work free of charge. He did not thing that this would happen with
bigger Boards. Nothing has been costed properly and no Board chairs are currently taking a salary. Mr R Sears
thought that this may change. The Chair advised that North Level IDB runs equally as well as the Middle Level
Commissioners and their Chair receives payments.

The Chair asked the Commissioners to send their responses to Mrs Martin, and the Chair will then form a
response. He also asked Commissioners to indicate if they agreed with making a financial contribution toward
the cost of developing the detailed design.

RESOLVED

That Commissioners provide their feedback to Mrs Martin and the Chair by the end of June, including
if they agree or disagree with making a contribution toward the cost.

C.1063 Date of next Meeting

RESOLVED

That next Meeting of the Commissioners be held on 28" January 2026 at The Lamb & Flag, Welney.
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C.1064 Any Other Business

With no other items being raised by the Commissioners, the meeting was closed at 1.10pm.



