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What is Environmental Risk Management

• Is optional ×
• Is a luxury / nice to do ×
• Is expensive ×
• It obstructive to flood risk and 

water level management ×

• It’s reputational management 
• It attracts funding 
• It’s good for farming 
• It’s good for the environment 
• It can save money 

It is the law 

Conserving & Enhancing Biodiversity: 
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IDB Duty & Non-compliance Risk
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IDB Duty & Non-compliance Risk
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2007 RISK: 

Reptiles 

Otters 

Bats 

It is an offence to deliberately:  

 kill, injure, disturb or capture them 
 take or destroy their eggs 
 damage or destroy their breeding sites and resting places (even if they are not in them) 

  

Criminal Offence - Fines up to £5000 per 
offence and/or a prison sentence. 

Protection of Badgers Act 1992 RISK: 

Badgers 

It is an offence to: 

 wilfully kill, injure or take, or attempt to kill, injure or take, a badger. 
 Cruelly ill-treat a badger, dig for badgers, use badger tongs, use a firearm other than the type 

specified under the exceptions within the Act. 
 Interfere with a badger sett by damaging, destroying, obstructing, causing dog a dog to enter a sett, 

disturbing an occupied sett - either by intent or by negligence. 
 

Prison sentence for up to 6 months and an 
unlimited fine. 

Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 RISK: 

Fish & Eels 

Prohibits disturbance or damaging activities to fish and their eggs between March 15th to June 15th 
inclusive. 

It is an offence to: 

 Wilfully disturb any spawn or spawning fish, or any bed, bank or shallow on which any spawn or 
spawning fish may be 

Prosecution and an unlimited fine. 
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IDB Duty & Non-compliance Risk
Others RISK: 

Various 

 Environmental Permitting Regulations 2016 
 Waste Regulations 2011 
 Water Framework Directive 
 Water Act 2003 

Various prosecutions and fines. 
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The Risk is Real…
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Identifying IDB Environmental Risks
Routine Maintenence

• Flail mowing

• In-channel vegetation 

management

• De-silting

• Water Level Management

Non-routine Works

• Piling & revetment (steel & wood)

• Bank repair & reformation

• New & replacement culverts

• Scrub & tree management
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Managing IDB Environmental Risk

Routine Maintenence

• Best Practice & SOPs

• BAPs

• Training

• Record Keeping

Non-routine Works

• Environmental Screening Report
You Need Evidence

That the IDB has not been

reckless / intentional / negligent

and

has considered

Environmental laws / factors
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Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs)

Be familiar with and regularly review your BAP to 
manage environmental risks and deliver your 

statutory duty to enhance biodiversity
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Managing Risks From Non-routine Works:

Complete an “ESR” form 
(available on the IDB Portal from the MLC website) 

& return to MLC 
IN PLENTY OF TIME 

(a year is not too much notice)
To manage environmental risks from non-routine works.
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Managing Risks from Routine Works:

the district map
Adopt Best Practice SOPs to manage Environmental Risk for 

routine operations
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Define Channel Risk 
Category to Determine 
Maintenance Approaches

Start with the district map
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Determine Channel Risk
Categorise Channels by 
risk/importance

IDB channel categorisation by drainage value/seasonal flood risk 
  
Channel Categorisation Justification: 

High Risk  
 
(Category A)  

Key to managing water levels across a wide local area in all seasons. 

Strong established need to maximise capacity and conveyance at all 
times.  

High level carriers and IDB main drains in more developed catchments 
with high residential, commercial and/or infrastructure risk.  

Complex interconnectivity with other channels.  

Normally at least annual bank and marginal vegetation cuts to allow for 
safety inspections & regular in-channel weed control.  
 

Moderate Risk 
 
(Category B) 

Important for managing seasonally high flows in less developed areas. 

Maintenance of in-stream, bank and marginal vegetation on a 
regular/rolling needs-basis to maintain required capacity and conveyance, 
and to allow for regular (but not necessarily annual) inspections to ensure 
good condition. 

Low Risk 
 
(Category C) 

Important for alleviation of seasonal waterlogging or agricultural drought in 
rural, less-developed areas, and to contribute to overall system capacity 
when needed.  

Vegetation managed occasionally if needed i.e. where it significantly 
impedes flow and capacity and for biodiversity value. 
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Map Channel Risk 
Categorisation

Use the system map
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Management Approaches
Choose a 
management 
approach 
suitable to that 
risk category
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Record Reasoning for Evidence
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Management Map
Update the system map
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Benefits of Environmental Risk Management
• Manages environmental risk!

• Business continuity

• Could reduce costs

• Provides robust evidence that the IDB has not been: 
reckless / intentional / negligent and has considered….

• Provides a benchmark to prove conservation & enhancement

• Demonstrates competence to potential investors / improves funding 
opportunities
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MLC Service Package To Manage Env. Risk

Planning Ecology Services
• Consent application review, advice & 

guidance

Keeping up-to-date
• Communication of relevant updates in 

policy, legislation, regulation and best 
practice.

Training
• Workforce & contractor training courses & 

materials

Services Available:
General Ecological Consultancy
• Screening and assessment of non-routine 

works using the ESR (Environmental 
Screening Report) process.

• Ad-hoc advice and guidance.
• INNS identification and advice.
• Annual ditch survey & reporting

Environmental Compliance Health Checking
• BAP development, report & review for 

Board.
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Thank-you.


