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Managing Risks from Routine Works:

Start wih the district map
Adopt Best Practice SOPs to manage Environmental Risk for 

routine operations
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Define Channel Risk 
Category to Determine 
Maintenance Approaches

Start with the district map
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Determine Channel Risk
Categorise Channels by 
risk/importance

IDB channel categorisation by drainage value/seasonal flood risk 
  
Channel Categorisation Justification: 

High Risk  
 
(Category A)  

Key to managing water levels across a wide local area in all seasons. 

Strong established need to maximise capacity and conveyance at all 
times.  

High level carriers and IDB main drains in more developed catchments 
with high residential, commercial and/or infrastructure risk.  

Complex interconnectivity with other channels.  

Normally at least annual bank and marginal vegetation cuts to allow for 
safety inspections & regular in-channel weed control.  
 

Moderate Risk 
 
(Category B) 

Important for managing seasonally high flows in less developed areas. 

Maintenance of in-stream, bank and marginal vegetation on a 
regular/rolling needs-basis to maintain required capacity and conveyance, 
and to allow for regular (but not necessarily annual) inspections to ensure 
good condition. 

Low Risk 
 
(Category C) 

Important for alleviation of seasonal waterlogging or agricultural drought in 
rural, less-developed areas, and to contribute to overall system capacity 
when needed.  

Vegetation managed occasionally if needed i.e. where it significantly 
impedes flow and capacity and for biodiversity value. 
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Map Channel Risk 
Categorisation

Use the system map
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Management Approaches
Choose a 
management 
approach 
suitable to that 
risk category
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Record Reasoning for Evidence
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Management Map
Update the system map


