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SUTTON AND MEPAL INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Sutton and Mepal Internal Drainage Board 

held at Chatteris Cricket Club on Thursday 25th May 2023 

 

PRESENT 

 

 M R R Latta Esq (Chairman) M Jackson Esq – meeting only. 

 C P K Lee Esq (Vice-Chairman) R H Smith Esq 

A Allan Esq J Sole Esq 

 P W Allpress Esq P E Sole Esq 

 R J Angood Esq  

 T Edgley Esq  

   

   

Ms Lorna McShane (Assistant Clerk to the Board) & Paul Burrows (Clerk to the Board) were in 

attendance.    

 

  

Apologies for absence 

 

 Apologies were received from Cllr S Criswell, M Heading Esq, E Veal Esq and W Veal Esq. 

 

 

B.2316 Inspection of the District 

 

i) Water Control Structures. 

The Board inspected the water control structures adjacent to Alen Partners Farm. The 

control structure was now working well since the installation of the sluice. The overspill of 

Alen Partner’s farm gives control and holds the water level. 

 

ii) Kings Farm Inlet. 

The Board inspected the dam that had been installed just downstream of King Farm inlet, 

this controls the water level and steps the level. The structure cost £3,000 and the District 

Officer was able to install it. It can be moved/transferred to another drain if needed. 

 

iii) Weed Boat. 

The weed boat needs to be painted and maintained to prevent rusting. The boat is used about 

twice a year. It was purchased in 1995 and has been painted every year to maintain its 

condition. 

 

iv) Tractor & Flail mower. 

It was noted that the tractor is 2019 and flail mower is 2016 and were running well. 

 

v) Pumping Station. 

As part of the general clean up for Health & Safety purposes, the empty barrels had been 

removed. All the recommendations in the Cope Safety Management Report had been 

completed. 

 

vi) Back up Diesel Pump. 

This pump was use during the day to reduce cost and the electric pump was used overnight. 

The Board noted that the diesel pump would not hold up to long term use in this way. 
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vii) Health & Safety. 

All obsolete paint cans have been removed as they were a fire hazard. Signage about First 

Aid and Asbestos had been erected. New signage had also been erected on the weedscreen. 

It was noted that the woodwork in the pumping station and the fencing had been painted to 

preserve the wood. 

 

viii) 160W Atlas Digger. 

The Chairman identified the issues with the digger. The LCD dash needs to be replaced; and 

the tyres need replacing. There was general wear on the pins and it uses a lot of oil. 

Replacement of the digger had been considered. The District Officer’s preference would be 

for another Atlas – it has a wide carriage, a better reach and is more stable. 

 

 

 

B.2317 Declarations of Interest 

  

The Clerk reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included in 

today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

The Chairman declared an interest (as a Member of the Middle Level Board) in any matters relating 

to the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

The Chairman declared an interest in Planning application MLC ref: 375. 

 

Mr P Sole declared an interest in planning applications (MLC Ref No. 354) received for A Sole & 

Son and Mr P Sole. 

 

The Chairman and Vice Chairman declared a financial interest in item – Expenses allowances. 

 

 

B.2318 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 12th January 2023 are recorded correctly 

and that they be confirmed and signed with the exception of an amendment to B.2306, Sofi Lloyd 

started work in October 2022.  

 

 

B.2319 Bank Mandate and National Savings & Investments  

 

The Clerk reported that it is necessary to update the signatories after April 2023, to remove the 

previous clerk and include himself. The Board approved that the changes be made. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i)  That Mr P Burrows be added as an authorised signatory of the Barclays Bank Account, 

should this be required in the future. 

 

ii) That Mr P Burrows, as Clerk to the Board and Mr M Latta, as Chairman, be the authorised 

signatories of the National Savings Investment Account and that the account of Sutton & 

Mepal Internal Drainage Board with National Savings and Investments be changed 

accordingly. 
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B.2320 Member Training Update 

 

Miss McShane reported on the training undertaken by members in the past year, and that further 

topics for training would be provided by ADA for training during the forthcoming year. The Good 

Governance Guide, which had been produced by ADA in 2018, was to be revised and updated by 

Lincolnshire Law Firm – Wilkin Chapman with input from ADA members. 

 

 

B.2321 Potential Amalgamation Discussions – Sutton and Mepal IDB, Manea and Welney DDC 

and Upwell IDB 

 

Further to minute B.2301, Miss McShane reported that this was a standing item on the agenda for 

members consideration. 

The Chairman reported that there was nothing to report on this item, but the matter would be subject 

to further consideration in the future as circumstances changed for the Board. 

 

 

B.2322 Ouse Washes Update 

 

Further to minute B.2302, the Clerk referred to the Newsletter from the Environment Agency dated 

January & March 2023, viz; 
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B.2323 Low Level Restoration at Block Fen Account (Redland Aggregates) Limited 

 

Further to minute B.2272, Miss McShane reported that there was no further update on this item 

from the Planning Engineer and that further information would be reported to the Board at a future 

date.  

 

 

B.2324 Meter Readings – Lafarge and Tarmac 

 

Further to minute B.2303, Miss McShane reported that a meeting had been arranged with the 

current site owners, which had also been attended by the Board’s District Officer, and meter 

readings had been provided for billing of the cost of dealing with the discharge of water. 

 

 

B.2325 Clerk's Report 

 

The Clerk advised:- 

  

i) Annual Flood & Water Conference 2023 

 

Invitation to ADA Flood & Water Conference 2023 

Tuesday 21 November 2023 | 11:00 – 17:00 | One Great George Street, London, 

SW1P 3AA  

 

ADA is delighted to invite you to join them for the ADA Flood & Water Conference on 

Tuesday 21 November 2023, as the conference returns to the magnificent venue of One 

Great George Street, Westminster, London. ADA will bring together a leading line-up 

of prominent political, policy, and technical speakers from across the United Kingdom 

to discuss key policy topics of the moment during the main conference session.   

 

Following feedback from members, the format of this year's Conference has been 

developed to:  

• maximise the time available for networking between delegates and suppliers to the 

sector,  

• invite a greater variety of guest speakers, and  

• provide more convenient timing for those travelling to and from London.  

 

The Conference will open at 11.00 for networking with delegates and an expanded 

Exhibition of ADA's Associate Members in the Great Hall. A buffet lunch will be 

served from 12.00 before the conference presentations commence at 13.20 in the 

Thomas Telford Theatre. The Conference will close at 17.00.  

Discussion forum  

A discussion forum will form part of the day where delegates will be able to pose 

topical questions to the speakers/panellists via the conference chair. ADA wish to 

receive delegates questions in advance, which can be submitted as part of the ticket 

booking process on Eventbrite. Their aim is to consolidating key subjects for discussion 

and questioning and to maximise the value of this session.  

 

Book your place  

ADA has launched bookings for this year’s conference early to give everyone plenty of 

advance notice of the revised date of Tuesday 21 November 2023 to make travel 

arrangements. They invite you to secure your place now via Eventbrite, via the link 

below. Tickets are non-refundable but can be transferred. 
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ADA Flood & Water Conference 2023 Tickets, Tue 21 Nov 2023 at 11:00 | Eventbrite 

 

 ii) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch  

 

  The Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse ADA Branch was held on Tuesday 7th 

March 2023 

 

Morning workshops were re-introduced for the first time since the COVID-19 outbreak 

and members who attended took part in an excellent discussion focussed on three topic 

areas; Fens2100; Water Resources East and Climate Change. Steven Trewhella 

(consultant to the EA on Fens2100) and Daniel Johns (Chief Exec, WRE) took away a 

wide range of ideas centred around how the two topics were connected by the work of 

IDBs. 

 

Within the AGM, Marc Heading was re-appointed as Chairman and Doug McMurdo as 

Vice Chair with approval that the secretariat of the branch be transitioned from the 

Middle Level Commissioners to the Bedford Group of IDBs over the coming months. 

Ian Moodie (Technical Manager, ADA) gave an overview of ADA’s activities, 

including their important inputs on behalf of IDBs into the long-awaited implementation 

of schedule 3 of the Floods & Water Management Act. Tom Pickover introduced 

himself ahead of starting as Operations Manager at the Environment Agency (covering 

the lower Great Ouse catchment) and was joined by Darren Trumper who between them 

gave an overview of Environment Agency flood management activities and budgets. 

 

 

 iii) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 

 

  That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 will be held at ExCel, London on the 

  22nd and 23rd November 2023. 

 

iii) Changes to Electricity Supply Contracts 

 

The Clerk reported that Boards have encountered problems with the operation of the 

electricity contract by Anglia Farmers over the years. Following various meetings with 

them it appeared some of these problems were being addressed and the service appeared 

to be improving this, however, was short lived. Over the past 2 years there has again 

been a significant deterioration in both the quality of service and lack of account 

management received from Anglia Farmers. 

During the summer the Middle Level Commissioners were approached by Green 

Energy Advice Bureau (GEAB), one of the UK’s leading energy companies and buying 

group, whose portfolio includes numerous companies with over 200 million kwh 

tendered per annum. They have experience working with an estimated 60 Internal 

Drainage Boards, which include locally the Ely Group of Internal Drainage Boards and 

Downham Market Group of Internal Drainage Boards. We accordingly contacted Jean 

Heading of the Ely Group of Internal Drainage to enquire of the service provided by 

GEAB and she has confirmed she is far happier with the service received from them 

compared to that from Anglia Farmers and since has signed a 5-year fixed rate contract 

with GEAB from 1st April 2022. 

A report was presented to the Middle Level Commissioners at their Board meeting on 

3rd November 2022 and due to the ongoing poor performance of Anglia Farmers, 

together with the positive feedback given by Jean Heading of the Ely Group, the 

Commissioners’ resolved to consider moving to alternative arrangements. The 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ada-flood-water-conference-2023-tickets-621178921877
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Executive Committee were delegated the final decision and having considered a report 

on the options and subsequently confirmed their agreement that a move would be 

appropriate in the circumstances. 

The Clerk reported this was considered a positive move and recommended the Board 

also move to this alternative arrangement. 

The Clerk reported that this Board’s Chairman had subsequently agreed for the Board to 

serve notice to Anglia Farmers and for Green Energy Advice Bureau to handle the 

energy procurement process and management of the electricity contract. 

The Clerk advised that the Middle Level Commissioners and its administered Boards 

have entered into a fixed rate energy supply with Corona Energy for an 18-month period 

from1st April 2023. 

 

v)   Insurance 

 

Historically the number of insurance companies willing to quote for the insurance 

requirements of the Middle Level Commissioners and administered Boards is limited.  

 

Our insurance portfolio is complex and includes a range of policies that includes Commercial 

Combined (largest component), Motor Fleet, Engineering & Construction, Terrorism, 

Management Liability, Marine Craft and Professional Indemnity. 

 

The overall cost of our insurance portfolio for 2023/24 will be £192,275 (£152,373 in 

2022/23) a 26% increase, although increases will differ Board by Board depending on their 

individual insurance needs. 

 

Key factors and changes are highlighted below: 

 

• For Commercial Combined insurance, 2022/23 was the last year in our previous five-year 

agreement with AXA which included a 7% price reduction woven into the deal. For 2023/24 

Towergate, our brokers, approached several companies and all bar AXA were not willing to 

quote given the size and complexity of our portfolio. Independently we also approached the 

NFU who declined to quote for the same reason. 

• There has been an increase in fleet, property and marine assets included within our cover. 

• In view of rising inflation most Boards agreed to index link their insured sums from 1st April 

2023. AXA have increased insured sums by 15%, which has resulted in an increase within the 

overall premium.  

• AXA have offered a 2-year stability deal, where any premium increases, subject to claims not 

exceeding 50% of the written premium, will be capped for 2024/25 at 2.5%. This excludes 

any increases in sums insured.  

• AXA will not extend the stability deal as they plan a review of their whole IDB scheme in 

2025. 

• Commercial combined policy excess has increased from £350 to £2,500. None of our four 

2022/23 claim values were above this new excess. 

• Excesses are dictated by AXA’s overall scheme for all IDBs and this is apparently now 

standard and has been imposed due to the number of lower value claims across the whole 

IDB industry. As other IDB/IDB Groups come out of their previous agreement with AXA the 
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above will apply. 

 

For future years Boards ought to consider index linking their valuations of properties and 

pumping stations every 3-5 years rather than annually, to mitigate annual premium increases 

and balancing having suitable cover without being over-insured.  

 

It should also be noted that personal accident and sickness cover only covers employees or 

members up to 80 years of age. Boards may need to consider the implications of this. 

 

vi)  Delegation of signatory on consents  

 

The Board was asked to note that under the Board’s scheme of delegation, the Chief 

Executive has delegated the authority to sign consent on behalf of the Board to the Chief 

Engineer. As well as the Chief Engineer being better placed to technically assure individual 

consents, this will enable the them to effectively take ownership over the whole planning and 

consenting service. This also creates a mechanism for escalation in case of any issues or 

complaints. 

 

vii)  Service Delivery Frameworks 

 

The Board were asked to resolve that the Clerk, on their behalf, be authorised to enter into 

user and/or access agreements for public sector delivery frameworks (For example, 

Environment Agency Delivery Frameworks and SCAPE). This will open up access to the 

fees, terms and conditions of these Frameworks so our Consulting Engineers can compare and 

choose the most suitable procurement route for delivery of the Boards future needs. This does 

not tie the Board to using any Framework they then have a user/access agreement with, and 

Frameworks are not the only procurement route for delivery that will be considered. Having 

this resolution from all the Boards we administer is key if we are to package work across 

Boards to exploit economies of scale and become more efficient and effective in the delivery 

of services. 

 

viii)  Local Government Support - Special Levies 

 

Thanks to lobbying by the Association of Drainage Authorities and Local Authorities, the 

Department of Levelling Up, Housing & Communities announced an additional financial 

support package totalling £3m for 2023/24 to support the 15 Local Authorities most impacted 

by increases in special levies from Internal Drainage Boards driven by unprecedented 

increases in energy costs. We provided ADA with information to support this case and 

Fenland District Council have secured £177,281 and King’s Lynn & West Norfolk Borough 

Council £205,451. The Ministerial Statement is available here. Disappointingly it is explicit 

that this is a one-off exceptional payment and clear that the government will not provide 

additional grant to Local Authorities to cover special levies on an ongoing basis. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 The Chairman stated he had not been in agreement with the terms of the new contract 

 and would look at other alternatives when the contract was to be renewed including 

 acquiring a generator. 

 

 

B.2326 Consulting Engineers’ Report 

 

The Board considered the reports of the Consulting Engineers, viz; 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-05-16/hlws761
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RESOLVED 

i) Pump 1 – A new pump has been delivered and is awaiting fitting in July. 

ii) Pump 2 – The insultation resistance had fallen over the summer and was causing concern. 

This may indicate water ingress. It was agreed to use the pump until it fails as an overhaul 

would be expensive. The Chairman was given delegated authority to buy either a new pump 

or repair when the pump failed. 

iii) The Ouse Washes Counter Drain Water Resources – it was noted that a final proposal for 

operation of the Old Bedford sluice for the 2023 irrigation season had been received for the 

Environment agency. 

iv) The Planning Applications received and dealt with since the last meeting were noted. 

v) The Supplementary report was noted. 

 

NB Mr P Sole declared an interest in planning applications (MLC Ref No. 354) received for A Sole 

& Son and Mr P Sole. 

 

 

B.2327 Capital Improvement Programme 

 

Members considered and approved the Board’s future Capital Improvement Programme, viz; 
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B.2328 District Officer’s Report 

 

The Board considered and noted the report of the District Officer, viz; 

 

                                     SUTTON AND MEPAL INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

RUSTON ENGINE AND NO 2 PUMP 17 RUNNING HOURS PUMPING. 

AUXILLARY ENGINES BOTH IN WORKING ORDER BOTH HAVE OIL AND DIESEL LEAKS. 

ELECTRIC PUMPS FROM 20/5/22 TO 18/5/23. 

 RUNNING 

HOURS 

8/5/21-19/5/22 

RUNNING 

HOURS 

20/5/22-18/5/23 

TOTAL RUNNING 

NO.1 800 632 29714 

NO.2 846 1016 29774 

NO.3 741 633 29719 

 

WEED CLEANER 1605 HOURS. 

10” PUMP 3103 HOURS. RUNNING HOURS 54 FROM 20/5/22-18/5/23. 

RAINFALL  MAY 8TH 2021 TO MAY 19TH 2022 = 544 mm. 

RAINFALL  MAY 20TH 2022 TO MAY 18TH 2023 = 494 mm. 

 TRACTOR & FLAIL MOWER GOOD WORKING ORDER. HOURS 1264. 

2011. ATLAS 140W. HOURS 7201. WILL NEED NEW LCD DISPLAY ON DASH. 

QUICK HITCH JAW AND PINS WORN. WILL SOON NEED NEW TYRES. 

2015. TOYOTA TRUCK IN GOOD WORKING ORDER. AE65 NMM.  

1995. WEED CUTTING BOAT HAS BEEN REPAIRED AND PAINTED.  

                                          D. STIMSON 

                                     (DISTRICT OFFICER)  

 

  
 

 

B.2329 Environment Officer’s Report 

 

The Board considered and approved the Environment Officer’s report for the Board dated May 

2023, viz; 
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Sutton & Mepal Internal Drainage Board 

Environmental Update – May 2023 

 

1. Bank Raising Project 

You will have been made aware of the Bank Raising Project and the work that is planned on the MLC channels 

and banks within the district. The ecological considerations of the project are being dealt with separately, outside 

of this report, along with the project update. However, should you have any questions about the projects’ 

ecological considerations then do contact me directly and I will be happy to help. 

 

2. Bank Reprofiling 

The environmental surveys and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has been completed for the crooked 

drain reprofiling works. I am not expecting any challenge to the conclusions or approaches so hopefully it will be 

possible to commence works in early June, ensuring that the recommended approaches are followed in the 

Environmental screening document.   

 

3. Consents 

I have been asked to review a few consent applications for discharges into IDB watercourses and the expect 

another to be submitted soon relating to the repositioning of an access track. Most of the applications relate to 

drains which are, or are connected to, County Wildlife Site drains so careful consideration needs to made of the 

potential impacts of the proposed works and any mitigations needed. Therefore I have asked applicants for further 

information to ensure that the proposals will not impact on the condition of the drains and await further information. 

 

4. Biodiversity Action Plan Review 

The Biodiversity Action Plan has traditionally been the key document which sets out the IDBs’ planned 

contributions towards conserving and enhancing biodiversity. Although the BAP remains vital, the objectives are 

unlikely to be reached unless there is a process in place to ensure that the incremental steps that need to be taken 

to achieve the BAP objectives are incorporated into regular operations and are reviewed regularly. Otherwise, the 

BAP simply becomes a document that is reviewed once or twice a year. It is the review of this vital process that I 

will be focussing on, rather than reviewing the objectives in the BAP, because the objectives themselves still 

remain valid. 

 

5. Work Package Ecological Screening Document 

We have developed the template named above for IDBs to complete when planning any ad hoc/non-routine works 

that will “break ground” on the any of the banks. The information is needed in order to evidence that we have 

correctly considered the ecological impacts of the work, and to identify opportunities for enhancement, as we are 

mandated to do, by law. Activities for which the form would be relevant include bank reformation, mooring 

construction, culverting, head walls, piling, filling in a ditch, moving an access culvert etc.  

 

Only the first page needs completing by the IDB (not a lot of info needed) and the rest by me. I undertake the 

assessment as far as possible, and then return the second part of the document to the IDB, setting out what 

surveys etc. will be needed, if any. I may be able to undertake some of the practical surveys but in some cases, an 

 

MIDDLE LEVEL 
COMMISSIONERS 

Telephone: 01354 602965 
                    07977 068864 
Email:         sofi.lloyd@middlelevel.gov.uk 
Website:     www.middlelevel.gov.uk 
 

 

MIDDLE LEVEL OFFICES 
85 WHITTLESEY ROAD  

MARCH  
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

 PE15 0AH 

Sofi Lloyd 
Environment Officer 

http://www.middlelevel.gov.uk/
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ecological consultant with a specialist licence may be needed. In some cases, there may not be a need for any 

surveys and the recommendations will be that the work can proceed with some adaptions to the proposed 

approach, such as altered timings or establishment of “no-work” buffers around sensitive areas.  

 

When all desk and fieldwork is complete, the form is “signed off” from an ecological perspective, and returned to 

the IDB with recommendations for the approaches to be taken. This means the IDB and the operatives 

undertaking the work have full sight of the ecological constraints, mitigations and approaches required to remain 

compliant. It is recommended that this form is completed and sent as early as possible to prevent delays, even up 

to 1 year in advance of the proposed works. The form is available by emailing sofi.lloyd@middlelevel.gov.uk and is 

also available from the MLC website.  

 

6. Protected Species  

a) Water Vole 

A watervole survey was undertaken earlier this year at Salters Lode and along old Pophams Eau. No water vole 

have been found on the southern bank at Salters Lode, most probably due, in the main, to the bank erosion. The 

stretch has now been reseeded and pre-planted coir roll been installed which should improve conditions for a wide 

range of species, including water vole. Water vole were found to be present in good numbers further along 

Pophams Eau so current maintenance regimes are evidently supportive of them. 

  

As always, any work that plans to “break ground” on the any of the banks, so bank reformation, mooring 

construction, culverting, head walls, piling etc, OR the removal of any marginal vegetation, please let me know 

ASAP by completing the above ecological screening document so we can plan the appropriate surveys and 

mitigations in plenty of time, to avoid any delays and ensure compliance with wildlife legislation. This is particularly 

relevant for water voles. We know that there are some known, valuable water-vole ditches in the district, and some 

which could be enhanced to better support the local population, but the accepted approach is to always assume 

water voles are present in all ditches, and plan work around their assumed presence, in order to avoid committing 

an offence in terms of wildlife legislation. There is a lot of good, pragmatic and practical guidance on how to 

properly consider water voles during IDB works contained in the Environmental Good Governance Guide for IDBs. 

 

b)  Badgers 

A reminder that badgers and their setts are protected by law and care must be taken not to disturb setts during 

routine channel management. Sett interference requires a licence under all circumstances. Please contact us 

should you have any queries regarding activities taking place around any known badger sett. Please also let me 

know asap if there are any setts which are presenting a flood risk due to any burrowing which is destabilising 

banks etc.  More detailed information and refresher training on approaches to be taken around badger setts will be 

organised in the coming months. In the meantime, please refer to the relevant chapter in the Environmental Good 

Governance Guide (available on the ADA website) for more detailed information on badgers. 

 

c) Reptiles 

Just a reminder that reptiles, particularly grass snakes will be found basking on south facing slopes or in direct sun 

on reeds slopes this time of year. Operations should aim to move as slowly as possible to allow them time to move 

away from the works area and to allow operatives a better chance of spotting them. Cutting blades should be set 

as high as possible to minimise the risk of blade strikes. Clear egress routes should be maintained to allow them to 

move into a safe area and out of harm’s way. Please report sightings of any reptiles, all information is welcome so 

we can better understand population status and trends. 

 

d) Birds 

Please be reminded of the legislation around the disturbance of breeding birds, particularly when cutting 

vegetation or bank-side trees, between March and September and where kingfishers are known to hunt. Please 

see the relevant chapter in the Environmental Good Governance Guide (available on the ADA website) to refresh 

your understanding of mitigation and survey requirements and get in touch should you have any questions.  

 

 

mailto:sofi.lloyd@middlelevel.gov.uk
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i. Barn owls 

I have met with our barn owl conservation delivery partners and we had defined a schedule of checking and 

refreshing barn owl boxes over winter but have unfortunately been unable to commence due to the restrictions 

imposed by BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) due to avian flu. We continue to monitor the guidance and act 

accordingly and have been able to commence some box checking by following strict biosecurity measures. Please 

do let us know therefore if there are any boxes that you feel need some maintenance ASAP so we can plan to visit 

them before the start of the breeding season. It is even more important during these times that you please help us 

with the following: 

 

• Tell us if you spot a box needing repair  

• Tell us if you see a box being regularly visited in nesting season 

• Tell us if you’d like a barn owl box 

• Establish and maintain un-cropped field margins for foraging 

 

ii. Avian Flu 

Avian Flu is now thankfully less of a risk now that temperatures are increasing and there are less avian arrivals 

from overseas. However, please ensure that you are familiar with, and promote the knowledge of the DEFRA 

guidelines on avian flu, in particular those for reporting suspected cases: Bird flu (avian influenza): latest situation 

in England - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). If any dead birds are spotted, please do let us know and either we can come 

and collect and dispose of them in a safe manner to minimise the risk of the disease spreading to other wildlife, or 

we can arrange for the collection. 

 

7. Invasive species 

When any non-native species (particularly the following) are spotted, please record the location using the 

what3words app (what3words /// The simplest way to talk about location) if possible (if not postcode or grid ref) 

and inform us ASAP. Useful identification guides and information can be found online at ID sheets » NNSS 

(nonnativespecies.org) 

• Floating Pennywort 

• Mink 

• Himalayan Balsam 

• Parrot’s feather 

• New Zealand pigmyweed (Australian swamp stonecrop - Crassula) 

 

a) Turkish Crayfish 

We have received reliable reports of the presence of Turkish crayfish in some MLC drains. Turkish Crayfish are a 

schedule 9 listed species listed in the Wildlife & Countryside Act meaning that it is an offence to release them or 

allow them to escape into the wild. Their impact is not widely understood but it is said that that they are known to 

reside alongside Signal Crayfish, rather than displace them or be displaced by them. Where populations of our 

native and protected white-clawed crayfish are still present, they are likely to outcompete them but they do not 

carry crayfish plague which does impact native crayfish. There is no evidence that Turkish crayfish burrow so it is 

unlikely that they would cause extensive damage to riverbanks but they could reduce fishery profits by competing 

with fish for food, stealing baits or causing declines in fish recruitment through loss of macrophyte habitat, 

according to the non-native species secretariat. Please be vigilant and report sightings of the species and maintain 

strong biosecurity procedures. They can be distinguished from other crayfish species by their long narrow claws, 

as shown in the pictures below.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/bird-flu-avian-influenza-latest-situation-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/bird-flu-avian-influenza-latest-situation-in-england
https://what3words.com/pretty.needed.chill
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-native-species/id-sheets/
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-native-species/id-sheets/
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Turkish Crayfish 

Claws: claws normally same colour as body but underside lightly coloured. 

Fingers long, straight and narrow 

 

 

 
 

 

 

White-clawed crayfish 

Claws: are noticeably granular and are whitish to light pink on the 

underside, never red. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Signal Crayfish 

Claws white or turquoise patch at junction between fixed and moveable 

finger. Underside of claws are red. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If it is necessary to dispatch a Turkish crayfish, American signal crayfish, or any other non-native crayfish, because 

it has been removed from the channel accidentally, please ensure that you are familiar with its distinguishing 

features and can confidently tell it apart from particularly white clawed crayfish. This will ensure no offence against 

a protected species occurs. There are very few records of the native white-clawed crayfish remaining in the MLC 

area but care should still be taken and no assumption made. More information can be found at: 

https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-native-species/information-portal/view/381 

 

8. Paludiculture 

I attended a workshop in Cambridge to discuss the progress of knowledge acquisition and trials around growing 

commercial crops, associated with wetlands in lowland areas, where the water level has been raised to reduce or 

eliminate CO2 emissions from degraded peat. This is known as paludiculture. This includes the potential for 

receiving an income for carbon sequestration from such approaches. As you would expect, there is a focus on the 

Cambridgeshire fens as a key area for development of this approach along with Somerset, Lancashire and the 

Lincs fens. If you would like to know more about how this topic is progressing, would like to get involved in some 

trials or would like to have a go at growing a paludiculture crop such as Typha latifolia (Bullrush or cattail) or 

https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-native-species/information-portal/view/381
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Sphagnum moss yourself commercially, then please do get in touch. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

B.2330 State-aided Schemes 

 

The Board members noted that any State-aided Scheme which might come forward, would be 

linked to future catchment changes and the possible replacement/reconfiguration of the Board’s 

pumping station. 

 

 

B.2331 District Labour  

 

a) Miss McShane reported that the District Officer had received overtime payments during the 

financial year 2022/2023. 

  

b) The Board gave consideration to the District Officer's salary for 2023/2024.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) The Overtime payments are noted and approved. 

ii) The District Officers salary be increased by 3% for the year 2023/2024. 
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B.2332 Expenses Allowances 

 

The Board gave consideration to the appropriate reimbursement of proper out-of-pocket expenses 

incurred by the Chairman and Vice Chairman on the Board’s behalf.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 It was agreed that the reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses be paid at the agreed current 

 rate. 

 

(NB) – The Chairman and Vice Chairman declared a financial interest when this item was 

discussed. 

 

 

 

B.2333 Charges for hire of plant when engaged on private work 

 

The Board considered whether any revisions were necessary in their charges for hiring of plant for 

private work (last reviewed in June 2022).  

Previous charges 

 

i) Atlas 140W Excavator 

 

  - £45 per hour in the District (inclusive of operator’s wages). 

                                       - £50 per hour outside the District  

 

 

 

ii) Flail mower 

 

   - £45 per hour (inclusive of operator’s wages) 

                                       - £50 per hour for work carried out for the Environment Agency  

 

 iii) Weed boat 

 

£45 per hour (inclusive of operator's wages) plus the addition of travel time by the 

District Officer  

 

 iv) Piling Hammer 

 

  £45 per hour (inclusive of operator's wages) 

 

The Board noted that travelling time was to be charged in addition to working time. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the charge rate for hire of plant remain at the current rate. 

 

NB. The Chairman declared an interest in this item as a party that hired in the Board’s plant. 
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B.2334 Environment Agency – Precepts 

 

The Clerk reported that at the Anglian (Great Ouse) Regional Flood & Coastal Committee (RFCC) 

determined that there were exceptional circumstances to consider on the agreed 2% increase on the 

precepts on Internal Drainage Boards. The Committee voted for an additional 1% increase 

(reflecting exceptional circumstances) above the agreed 2% for the year ending 31st March 2024 – 

total of a 3% increase on the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards for the year ending 31st 

March 2024. 

 

  The precept for 2022/2023 was £115,366.        

 

 

 

B.2335 Health and Safety  

 

Further to minute B.2309, the Chairman referred to the Cope Safety Management visit on the 17th 

January 2023 and the report received, viz; 
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The Chairman advised that at the visit Cope Safety Management had noted the significant 

improvements to Health & Safety standards and that all advisory recommendations had been 

completed. 

 

The only outstanding matter was to send the new District Officer on a First Aid and Manual 

Handling training course. 

The Chairman reported that the District Officer would also be attending a Badger training course. 

 

 

 

 

B.2336 Appointment of Internal Auditor 

 

The clerk reported that following the conclusion of tendering Whitings LLP have been appointed as 

internal auditor for a five-year period commencing 1st April 2023 (financial years 2023/24 to 

2027/28), viz; 
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F:\Admin\Word\sutton+mepal\mins\25.5.23 
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B.2337 Review of Internal Controls 

 

The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls. 

 

 

B.2338 Risk Management Assessment 

 

a)  The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of internal controls 

b)  The Board noted the insured values for the Pumping Stations, viz; 

 

 
 

RESOLVED 

 That a valuation assessment would be completed later in the year by David Bantoft, the Middle 

Level Electrical & Mechanical Engineer  

 

 

B.2339 Exercise of Public Rights 

 

The Clerk referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited 

Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of 

Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

B.2340 Annual Governance Statement – 2022/2023 

 

The Board considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on the 

31st March 2023, viz; 
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F:\Admin\Word\sutton+mepal\mins\25.5.23 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the 

 Board, for the financial year ending 31st March 2023. 

 

 

B.2341 Payments 2022/2023 

 

The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £320,701.54 which had been made 

during the financial year 2022/2023, viz; 
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(NB) – The Chairman declared an interest (as a Member of the Middle Level Board) in the 

payments made to the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

(NB) – The Vice Chairman declared an interest in the payments made to P J Lee & Sons. 

 

 

 

 

B.2342 Annual Accounts of the Board – 2022/2023 

 

The Board considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2023 as required in the Audit Regulations, viz; 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Return, on behalf of the Board, for the financial 

 year ending 31st March 2023.  

 

 

 

B.2343 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2023/2024 

 

The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage rates in 

respect of the financial year 2023/2024 and were informed by the Clerk that under the Land 

Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on 

agricultural hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be respectively 

81.13% and 18.87%, viz; 
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The Chairman advised that with regard to electricity charges, the Board would look to hire a 

generator and would run the diesel pump until the end of the new electricity contract. By next 

summer, it would be possible to get up to date rates for a new contract. 

 

The Board also agreed to purchase a new Atlas Digger and will finance it over a number of years at 

0% interest if this can be obtained. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That the estimates be approved. 

 

ii) That a total sum of £290,388 be raised by drainage rates and special levy. 

 

iii) That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage rates 

and to be met by special levy are £235,590 and £54,798 respectively. 

 

iv) That a rate of 46.00p in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the 

District. 

 

v) That a Special levy of £24,430 be made and issued to Fenland District Council and for the 

purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

vi) That a Special levy of £19,819 be made and issued to Huntingdonshire District Council and 

for the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

vii) That a Special levy of £10,549 be made and issued to East Cambridgeshire District Council 

and for the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

viii) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special levies and to 

the special levies referred to in resolution (v). 

 

ix) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levies by such statutory powers as 

may be available. 

 

x) The Board approved the hire of a generator. 

 

xi) The Chairman be authorised to purchase a new Atlas Digger. 

 

B.2344 Date of Next Meeting 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the next Meetings of the Board be held as follows in 2024:-  

 

Thursday 18th January 2024 at 8.30am at Chatteris Cricket Club.  

 

Thursday 23rd May 2024 at Chatteris Cricket Club including Inspection at 8.30am. 

 

 

………………………………… 

Chairman 

 

………………… 

Date 


