MIDDLE LEVEL COMMISSIONERS

At a Meeting of the Middle Level Board hosted at the Middle Level Offices
March on Thursday 29™ June 2023

PRESENT
J L Brown Esq (Chairman) J E Heading Esq
H W Whittome Esq (Vice Chairman) A Lensen Esq
P Allpress Esq Cllr A Miscandlon
G P Bliss Esq S T Raby Esq
Cllr C J Crofts Clir S Howell
P W West Esq S Whittome Esq

The Chief Executive, Chief Engineer, the Solicitor/Assistant Clerk and the Treasurer were in
attendance.

Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from The Lord De Ramsey, ClIr D Laws, M R R Latta
Esqg, M E Heading Esq, C D Boughton Esq and R C Brown Esg.

B.3827 Board Membership — Fenland District Council & Borough Council of Kings Lynn &
West Norfolk

Mr Hill reported that Fenland District Council had advised as to who would be their appointed
representatives, Cllr D Laws & Cllr A Miscandlon. The Borough Council of Kings Lynn &
West Norfolk had also advised as to who their appointed representative is, Clir C Crofts.

B.3828 Annual Governance Statement - 2022/2023

The Board reviewed the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on the 31 March
2023 and their responsibility to ensure there was a sound system of Internal Control, including
the preparation of the accounting statements, viz:



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23
We acknowledge as the members of:
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The Treasurer referred to the previous audit reports, which had been discussed at previous
meetings, and the review of internal controls and risk management which had been carried out,
and confirmed that all notices concerning the exercise of public rights had been advertised as
required

RESOLVED

That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf
of the Board, for the financial year ending 31 March 2023.

B.3829 Annual Accounts for the financial year 2022/2023

The Board considered the Annual Accounts for the financial year ended on the 31 March
2023, viz:



202172022
£ p

379,782 52
76343344
23071.81
21,064.52
27,740.67
79,488.57

200,322.44
06,086.34

03,313.67
523,731.99
58,047.43
7,466.18
4,815.00
17,085.57
96,070.08

0.00

35,533.32

527,724.65
0.00

300,639.29

313,119.87
375,121.67

90,502.12
30,244 88
0.00
21,086.60
4,567,902 46

EXPENDITURE
£ P £ P

Administration
Salaries, superannuation and National
Insurances (note 1)

Clerk's Dept. 400,030.82

Engineer's Dept. 13611762 1.136,148.44
Travelling expenses eic 26,708.13
Printing, stationery and office equipment (note 2) 28,579.01
Maintenance of offices 36,804.91
Other Administrative expenditure (note 3) 1132125
Meintenance Work
St Germans Pumping Station 384,045 63
Bevils Leam Pumping Stasion 136.475.30
General Maintenance Works. -
Operation/maintenance of structures, 91,768 34
Banks and channels, weed control ec. 558,826 99
Property (inciuding rates) 45081 66
Conservation works (note 4) 1692462
Statutory payments (o other authorities
Environment Agency - Precept (note 5)

Deficit on Plant & Vehicles Account (note 6)
Decrease in value of Consumable Stores

Grant Eligible Capital Schemes

Bank raising businees case (note 7) 0.00
Bank raising - development & works 922,651 49
Other schemes and studies 6.480.52
Non Grant Eligible Works

Improvement works (note 8) 36313801
EWLE - Loan repayments

St Gemnans oumping station reciascemant  (note 9a)

Principal 328,011.04
Interest 360.230.50
Office/Dapcd rafocation (nate 8b)

Principal 94,306.16
Interest 35.440.84
Transfer 1o Revenue Future Works account

Sale of Property

Deficit on Navigation Account (Walerways Management)
Balance in hand on 31st March 2023

1,305,361.74

1,234 02263
5,012.00
17,427 51
107 465 66
0.00

920,132.01
363,138.01

688,241.54

120,747.00
0.00
7.211.46

442644135



4,418,539.90

2,745,873.28
27.812.28
262865
201.14

0.00

101,625.76
63,088.56
260,423.16
402.40
0.00
331,204.26
0.00

0.00
1,102.50
17,097 50
0.00

0.00
2199817
0.00
620,48

68,600.17

563,257.97
40,626.89
13,000.00

Balance brought forward 1st Apell 2021 4,567,002.46

Rate income (26.0p in the £) inclusive

of penaity and costs (note 10/11)
Rent Income

Anmual Contributions

Interest on Daposit Accounts etc
Interest on Investments

Receipts in respect of work undenaken

for other authorities etc:-

Consulting fees
Mechanical and Electrical Services
Internal Drainage Boards adminsstration etc
Legal Fees

Highltand Water administration

Contribution for pumping highland water (Maintenance)
Deveiopment contributions (maintenance contribution)
Contributions received
Contributions - Conservaion projects  (note 12)
Environmental Officer contributions
Insurance claim receipts

Contributions received (Banks & Channels) (note 13)
Surplus on disposal of assets
Surplus on fixed price works

Increase in value of Consumable Stores

Sale of property - {note 14)
Receipts in respect of overhead
expandiiure in connection with the
Commissionars’ work for other

authorities etc

Less Works Equipment, Depot telephone,
Insurances etc

Grant Eligible Capital Schemes

Grant due on schemes and studies (note 15)
Future works account funding

Write back of old provisions

92,720,658
62,775.94
250,265.72
0.00

0.00
9,212,200.91

4,567,002 46

2.875,430.45
26,856.17
2,644.85
483 46

0.00

000 40576224

306,228.07
227,998 65

258,846.24
0.00

0.00
550.00
17,097.50
938.50
0.00
3711457
0.00

0.00

0.00

78,230.42

926,586.75
13,768.21
0.00



BALANCE SHEET

EIXED ASSETS
512,625.00 Freehold Land
2,206,605.00 Office/Depot
204,680.00 Operationsl buldings
9,131,112.00 Pumping statons
201,650.00 Investment proparty
3,899.00 Plant & Vehicies (Navigation)
6265,409.75 Plant and Vehicles
CURRENT ASSETS
216,123.49 Stocks and Work in progress
413,386.05 Debtors and Prepayments (note 16)
7,268,.294.90 Bank and Cash batances (note 17)
20.00 Invesiments
0.00 Short Term Loans
7,008,827,44
CURRENT LIABILITIES
1.810,330.29 Credilors and Accruals
Govemment Grant

875,277.13 Public Works Loan (OfficaDepot)  (note Sc)
7,730,645.23 Public Works Loan (St Germans)  (note &¢)

10,516,252.66
2617.4 NET CURRENT ASSETS/LIABILITIES
1 5.54 NET ASSETS
FUNDS AND RESERVES
1,906,951.26 Capital Provisions -  Asset revaluation
1,252,646.56 Capital Provisions -  General Fund revalkuation
560,002.19 Capital Provisions -  Revaluation Reserve
46,016.62 Development Contribution Account
8310282 Channel Maintenence Future Works Account (note 18)
17.861.72 Discharge Consents A1(M) Account
770,080.00 Commuted sum - (Persimmon Homes)
684,852,990 Sale of land and bulldings (note 14)
4,567 002 46 Revenue Account
30,655.06 Navigation account
33057307 Revenue future works account (note 19)
1026884554
R HIN

Financlal Officer

512,6256.00
2,147,775.26
197,370.00
8,680,004.00
201,650.00
10,636.76
643,287.25
12,402,437.25

250,162.49
605,584 .01
6,263,279.60
20.00

0.00
7.118,046,10

115481244

78097097
7.402,634.19

0,336,417.60

- 71

1,006,6561,25
1.166,716.01
560,002.19

53,614 61
74,348 67
17,863 61
770,161.61
684,625 48
4,425441.35
88,862.73
434178.34

10,1 75



[Wisbach Camal Act T784)
{Wene Mavigation Act, 1753 and Middle Lovel Acts, 1844 and 1862)

Requirsments to keep saparale accounts neganding ihe above repaaled with tha Middhe Level Act 2018

Middbe Level Act 20418)
EXPENDITURE INCOME
Ep Ep

Fesmn; Balarcs in hand on 01.11.2022  39,655.08
Ragsirationficencs colsction o.oo

Inigrast 420
Wiatarways Managemani B2, 710,18

RsgistrafionLicencs feas 184.370.58

Dray passes 245100

Sale of sahvaged boal. 125.00
Ingtaflation of facilisas 0.0 Sale of lnck handies and keys 1,200,867

Transfors to Middle Level General Fund
Works; Works,
Cporation/mainienance of locks  82.634.82 Operationimaintenance of locks 82 934 52
Manionance of channes 144,473.32 Mainlenance of channels 4e 423,32
M SrOvemenl works Imprevament works
Siruchees 48, 431,83 Sinuchunes 0.00
Wiabarcourses i, 022 52 WaBICoes 0.00
Protesaionsl fetsdAdmin|stration Profassional fees'Administration
Professionsl fees L1 ] Profassional feos: (111
Adminisiration 25564 08 Administration 25,554,088

Walervways Managamant 0.00
In accordance with Middle Level
Aot 2018 - 25% of Income far
Instaliation of faciites 49,207 87
Less spent in year 0.00 deficil on cpamtions T.211,46

Balanca in kand af 31.00.2022 3863083

81543
FITTET) 46805018
BALANCE SHEET - NAVIGATION
CAPTTAL SECTION
Linbiftiers Assots
Caphiai loan (Middle Level) 10,838.75 Flant & Vehicies 10,835.78
REVENUE SECTION
Barik & Cash balances B8,882,73
General balances f8Be2. T3 (hakd! withy MLC haning soonumia)

ErT) 0946848



ADVENTURERS' ACCOUNT
[Middie Loval Act 1882 - Saction 18]

EXPENDITURE

E p
Raies and ofher culpoings on properties and
shuchres 281588
Balames |n hand on 315t Mach, 2023 506 54

3142
INCOME
Balance in kand on 18 Agnl, 2022 6 5

000

Rl dua: Fisharies 251588
interest on redemnption of war stock 0.00

e

Annual vahss of chsrgeable hereditaments (n the Middle Level Area
st Mawch 2023
E

Agnicullural lend and bulldings 8,873,407
Walues on which Special Levies afe e 3,587,383
Total eflectve annual value 10,260 800



Widels Luvel Commematonara
Asmeiwratgn
mm
Offcs mbbcason
From bwlances in yw

Pusd
AL - Heatts & Satey foes

Nippene om serts. Savh Wieres! fc.

“Rporowe ]
Fatroos Accounn
[T TR
5012
°
°
L
0
7.
382.000 420500 384 0e8
121,000 140,000 126,478
05500 %750 1.0
12,000 58 0 Ssamn
15000 17000 oz
= gu.-.q i JEL e,
10,000 520 o
° 44 200 [
1,360 p00 000 22089
Vo5, 000 250 240
50,000 143,000 12815
00,000 20,50 0,066
50000 8750 are
130,000 130,000 129
20,000 17,000 “ane
° .70 2w
23,000 11000 068
0 ) 150 139
I 1 E—%
10,000 8,200 509
1,250,000 820,000 285
185,000 2,500 2450
58,000 7% 8,783
N.00) % N
24,000 11,000 10,008
[} 1000 1380
— -
s .50 ™55
I’.&Il Wq 17408
250
487 0m)
\ﬂ.ﬂa 155,40,
Mana
7 17.00¢
ns 3,300 2008

Addorsd creditors for acoounts
Provasbors Yor ofs accourts
Provisioes for oy socowes

AckiRond creciors fa accounts
ACcr oredRors for scoounts

Dwtuct Anding om Nawigason

£100k B Arne works fune

o aquomart captained staigrt to haance
Estrasterd nOUORC sufphs 0t weorka 2

D3bmand aus-hum shome ret of professoned
Pdomirily Nkewsos

#od Pwranoe daive



et amount 1o be Mt froe mates and 5. Lavy

BRI T

Geroral Furd

Opening Ratance

Prce your aZpa vt (R Gormians siocks)
Kates 5<e

Net Lrpersiiare

Trarstar e Fuum wars acoourt

Choerg tainice




Mgl e Level Conmissloneny
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Migdl: Level Comanissionsn
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for

MIDDLE LEVEL COMMISSIONERS

1. Balances brough Total balances and resurves at the beginning of the year

forward 4,891 577 5,988,477/ s recorded in the fnanca records. Vakse must agres o
Box 7 of previous yeer.

]L(O)Poaptnrmm Total amount of precept (or for ID83 rates and levies)

| Levies 2,745873| 2,875,431 recemed or recanvable in the year Excluce any grants

| 3. (*) Total other recepts Total income ov receipls 35 recorded in the cashbook less

3,309,572 2mmtmmuammma.mmy

! Gvarts rocened

4. (+) Staff costs Totsl expenditure or paymerds made (0 and on bahel

of a¥ amployses. Include gross salaries and wages,
1,680,940) 1,700,904 employers N contributions, employers pension
contrdulions, graduliies ang Severance payments.

§. {-) Loan interosticapital Total axpendiiure or payrments of capital and inderest
repayments 817,989 517“ made during the year on the authority's borrowings (i any).

6. (<) All other payments Total expendiiure or payments a3 recorded in the cash-

2449816] 2,849,077 boox iess staff costs (ke 4) and loan inkresticantal
repayments (lne 5),

7. () Balancea carried Wodm:wwmumonMyw Muset
forwaro 5988477 5964214 wguei (1+2+3) - (4+5+5)

r(l’o&ﬁid&éam Thmdﬂmdmddcpoumm cash
short term Investments 7.260295| 6,263,280 noktngs and short term investments held as af 71 March —

To agree with bank reconcitfation,

9. Total fixed assots plus The value of al the properly the suthanty owns - & is made
long tamm investmonts 48.257.870H 48,340,777 w of ai s fixed asssts and long famm nvestments as at
and assets 31 March

10. Totsl borrowings The oufstanding caplal balance as &f 31 March of of lbans

8,605,922 3.103.”’ from third partios (including PWLE), l

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(Inchuding chartabie)

11b. Disclosura note re Trust funds

rnq_ud_rv chantabie)

The Councd, as 8 body coporale, acls as SO rusiee and
15 responsible for managing Truet funds or assots.

The figures in e accouniing statemants adove do not
noludo any Trust ranasctions

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in tis Annual Govermance snd Accourtabiity
Rumhwbmmndmuhunmmmnu
or ncome and expenditure basis following the guidance In
Govemance and Accountabilty for Smaller Authoriies - o
Practiioners’ Guide to Propar Practoas and present falrdy
the financisl position of this authorlty.,

Signed by Responsitie Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Dale

Annusl Governance and Accountabiity Return 2022/23 Form 3

Locel Councils, Inlemal Drainage Boards and olher Smatar
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| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date

as recorded in minute refarence;

Signed by Chainman of tho moeeting where the Accounting
Statements wees approved
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The Treasurer referred to the previously issued Practitioners’ guide to proper practices to be
applied in the preparation of statutory Annual Accounts and Governance Statements which will
apply to Annual Returns commencing on or after 1%t April 2018.

He reported that the out-turn as reported in the accounts was in line with the figures reviewed
at the April Board meeting and referred to the variance report and detailed the difference
between the year-end accounts and forecast provided at the April Board meeting.

The Treasurer referred to the requirements of the 2018 Navigation Act and to the Navigation
account, for which for 2022/2023 there was £196,830.67 income received, which, after
deducting both the 25% for the installation of facilities (as required by the House of Lords
undertaking) and the direct costs for waterways management gave a surplus for the year of
£86,242.89. Against this expenditure of £93,454.35 for improvements to structures and
watercourses had been off-set leading to a deficit for the year of £7,211.46. He also referred to
the costs for the operation of the locks of £82,934.62.

The Treasurer referred to the valuation of assets as shown in the Management Accounts and
the Annual Return, and members reviewed and approved the budget monitoring, variance
report, Bank Reconciliations and the reconciliation between the management Accounts and the
Annual Return.

The Treasurer reported that the Commissioners internal auditors had carried out interim audit
works throughout the year, and had reviewed the Management Accounts and Annual Return
and confirmed their approval of the Annual Return.
RESOLVED

That the Annual Accounts and Navigation Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2023

be approved and the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Return for the year
ended 31% March 2023.

B.3830 Date of next Meeting

The Treasurer reminded Members that the next meetings of the Board and of the
Commissioners will be held on Thursday 2" November 2023.



