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SUTTON AND MEPAL INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 
 

At a Meeting of the Sutton and Mepal Internal Drainage Board 

held at Chatteris Cricket Club on Thursday 12th January 2023 
 

PRESENT 

 

 M R R Latta Esq (Chairman) M Heading Esq 

 C P K Lee Esq (Vice-Chairman) M Jackson Esq 

 A Allan Esq R Lee Esq 

 P Allpress Esq R H Smith Esq 

 R J Angood Esq J Sole Esq 

 Cllr S Criswell P Sole Esq 

 T Edgley Esq E Veal Esq 

 

    

Mr R Hill (representing the Clerk to the Board) & Mr D Bantoft (Consulting Engineer) were in 

attendance.    

 

 

Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received W Veal. 

 

 

 

B.2296 Declarations of Interest 

 

Mr Hill reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included in the 

Agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

 

 

B.2297 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 28th June 2022 are recorded 

 correctly and that they be confirmed and signed.   

 

 

 

B.2298 Matters arising from the Minutes 

 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

 

 

B.2299 Election of Board Members 

 

Mr Hill reported that the term of office of the Members of the Board will expire on the 31st October 

2023 and the proposed register of electors which is applicable to the 2023 election was approved. 
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B.2300 Goodjohn’s Farm 

 

Further to minute B.2248, the Chairman confirmed that the water control structure had now been 

installed and was operating satisfactorily. 

 

 

 

B.2301 Potential Amalgamation Discussions – Sutton & Mepal IDB, Manea & Welney DDC and 

Upwell IDB 

 

Further to minute B.2269, Mr Hill advised that there had been no further development concerning 

this matter from the other drainage boards. 

 

Concerning the retirement of the Boards District Officer, the Chairman reported that the Board had 

previously agreed to replace him and there was, therefore, little opportunity for shared working with 

other Boards at this time. 

  

 RESOLVED 

 

 That this matter be kept under review and be discussed at the next Board meeting. 

 

 

 

B.2302 Ouse Washes Section 10 Reservoir Middle Level and South Level Barrier Bank works 

 

Further to minute B.2271, Mr Hill referred to the Newsletter from the Environment Agency dated 

December 2022, viz; 
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Mr Hill further updated members, referring to the recent newsletter received, which highlighted 

remedial works to repair cracks in the embankment identified between Welney and the A142 

Mepal, viz; 
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B.2303 Meter Readings – Lafarge and Tarmac 

 

Further to minute B.2273, Mr Hill reported that following the last meeting, the clerk had asked the 

Assistant Treasurer to review and update on this matter. As had previously been identified, meter 

readings had been received and, as there had been changes of ownership of sites, these had been 

passed to the Middle Level Solicitor for action concerning new contract arrangements.  

 

The Assistant Treasurer had taken the opportunity to update the calculations concerning discharge 

unit rate, and this information had also been forwarded to the Middle Level Solicitor. It had been 

agreed that, in the absence of agreements, that the Middle Level Solicitor would arrange a meeting 

with current site owners to fully review and agree new arrangements.  

 

The Assistant Treasurer and the Boards District Officer had agreed to attend the meeting to get this 

matter resolved. Mr Hill reported that he was unable to find any evidence of any further 

contact/discussions with the site owners/operators. 

 

Members expressed dissatisfaction with the constant delays in dealing with this matter. The 

Chairman asked that this matter be resolved as a matter of urgency as he was embarrassed at having 

to continually report that this matter remained outstanding. 

 

He estimated that there could be in excess of £10,000 due to the Board concerning these un-billed 

discharges. 

 

 RESOLVED 

  

 That the Middle Level Solicitor be requested that this matter be dealt with as a matter of 

 urgency and that the Chairman be updated on the latest position. 

 

 

 

B.2304 Clerk's Report 

 

Mr Hill advised:- 

 

i) Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting  

 

 That a nineth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 13th December 2022. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key 

points and resolutions follows; 

 

David Thomas advised on the planned staffing changes being implemented due to his 

impending retirements. He stated that his post was being split back into Chief Executive/Clerk 

and Chief Engineer and that the appointments were:  

 

Paul Burrows – to be the new CEO/Clerk - currently in post with the EA as a national 

Delivery Assurance Manager, and before that as Flood & Coastal Risk Manager for the East 

Anglia Area, then Flood Strategy Manager – Paul spearheaded Tactical Plans for the Fens 

which have secured the possibility of obtaining significant grant allocation on a Board by 

Board basis over a 15 year period, whilst at the same time defining a pathway to better 

understand the challenges faced and options  worth considering for our lowland catchment as 

climate change and growth tests our current infrastructure arrangements.  
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Nicola Oldfield – to be the new Chief Engineer – currently in post with the EA as a Senior 

Project Manager. She most recently project managed the £30M Middle Level Barrier Bank 

scheme and had just taken over as project manager of the Cranbrook Counter Drain Strategy.  

She has, in the past, been employed by an IDB and has worked in close partnership with 

many IDBs including North Level IDB. Jonathan Brown stated how pleased the MLC 

Executive had been with these two candidates and how easy the choice had been given their 

knowledge of the area and experience to date. 

 

Mr Hill updated on the retirement of David Thomas and the arrangements put in place and 

that as the Board currently appoint Middle Level Commissioners as Clerk, Mr Burrows would 

become the Clerk to the Board. Mr Heading commented that both were high quality 

candidates and they would be starting employment with the commissioners on Monday 16th 

January 2023. 

 

Members noted the position. 

 

An update was given on the roll out of telemetry, which was receiving positive feedback from 

District Officers. A request was made for the login details to be provided to Chairmen as well 

as District Officers and it was confirmed that this would be arranged. 

 

David Thomas confirmed that all but two Boards had stated their wish to move to the new 

planning and consenting charging and reporting arrangements and that the Assistant Treasurer 

was finalizing figures ready for the 2023 IDB/DDC meetings. A request was made for all 

correspondence which developers and their agents which is copied to Chairman should 

include the planning application references. 

 

The protection and control of Bylaw strips was discussed at length and it was agreed that a 

policy document outlining the red-lines Boards should be applying to ensure that their 

ratepayers do not suffer as a result of development will be prepared for the Boards to 

consider. It was noted at the meeting that the refusal to issue any consent is subject to a 

reasonableness test, hence the document cannot preclude consenting everything within the 9m 

strip and the policy will be for guidance purposes only. It was felt that it should help 

developers, planning authorities and the Boards by providing some additional clarity. It was 

also felt that some case history examples to be circulated to members might help them 

understand the issues which have to be addressed. 

 

Climate Change was discussed and it was noted that the MLC had completed its carbon audit 

and would now start work on carbon reduction and mitigation initiatives. It was also noted 

that the M&E engineer was looking at base levels of energy consumption at pumping stations, 

for example to see if panel heaters are left on permanently. He will be making 

recommendations to Boards if he identifies scope for reducing power without risking the 

apparatus. 

 

WRE were mentioned and the Chief Executive stated that he was pleased that the draft water 

resource plan for the East included extensive reference to agriculture and its need for water to 

support the growing of food to feed the nation and also of the key role played by IDBs in 

transferring water to the point needed by abstractors. He also commented upon the newly 

proposed Cambridgeshire fens reservoir, north of Chatteris and advised that the MLC were 

responding on the need to get fill supply and draw-down arrangements right, but also that we 

need to seek to gain capital from the opportunities that the new reservoir will present in terms 

of bringing money into the area and potentially helping reduce flood risk and assist with water 

need balancing. 

 



F:\Admim\Word\sutton+mepal\mins\12\01\23 
 

 

The Chief Executive advised that a decision had been made to move the MLC and IDB’s 

electricity supply contracts from Anglian Farmers to the Green Energy Advice Bureau. This 

followed several years of extended poor service levels and lack of timely information coming 

from Anglian Farmers. 

 

The future of IDBs and the value of potential amalgamations was once discussed and this 

gave rise to questions over small boards being able to secure a quorate for which this had been 

a particularly poor year. It was agreed that this item should remain on the agenda and that any 

Chairs who felt that the time was right for their Boards to look again and the 

advantages/disadvantages of amalgamation would contract the Clerk. It was also agreed that it 

may be useful to undertake an exercise around updating the original Geoff Beal report which 

had recommended that the number of Boards within the area administered by the MLC could 

reasonably be reduced to three or four. 

 

The Clerk finally noted that the ADA Great Ouse branch AGM would be held on the 7th 

March at Prickwillow Hall and would be in the format of workshops in the morning and an 

AGM in the afternoon. The workshops theme this year would be; water resources, the new 

reservoir and climate change. 

 

 

 ii) Applications for byelaw consent 

 

 That the following applications for consent to undertake works in and around 

 watercourses have been approved and granted since the last general meeting of the Board:- 

 

 Name of Applicant  Description of Works    Date Consent Granted 

 

 Mr D M Newman  Fill Board’s district watercourse   16/11/2022 

      downstream of Point C 7 and an  

      adjacent private watercourse outfall  

      will be near to Point C6  

 

 

 

iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

  

That the 85th Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday 9th 

November 2022 at The Hive, Nocton, Lincolnshire. 

 

This year marked another change in the arrangements for the National Conference and 

AGM, with the AGM being held virtually on 28th September 2022 followed by the 

national conference held as a hybrid meeting at the Dyson Farming complex in 

Lincolnshire on 9th November. The choice of venue was to avoid the risk of being 

impacted by rail strikes and it also represented significant cost savings. The event had 

limited numbers and was fully subscribed. 

Following an introduction by the President of ADA Robert Caudwell who noted the 

good work being done by ADA but also noted that with COP27 ahead climate change 

was the single biggest challenge facing everybody and that IDBs would need to play 

their part in delivering carbon reduction. 
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The opening address was given by Councillor Matthew Riddle,  Chairperson, Lower 

Severn Internal Drainage Board and Councillor, South Gloucestershire Council who 

spoke on options which could be pursued to change the way Special Levy is reported 

and dealt with by the Councils. The challenge at the moment was perceived as the lack 

of transparency with Special Levy payments not being itemised on rate bills in the same 

way that police and ambulance services are. There is also the issue that by not 

disaggregating the Special Levy payments, increases in them can currently (for Councils 

who pay large Special Levys) trigger a local election under the current rules.  

Key note speakers were Hazel Durant Waterway & Flood Water Management Policy 

Team, Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Luzette Kroon Board 

member: Innovation & International, Dutch Water Authorities, Dykgraaf (chairperson), 

Wetterskip Fryslân. Hazel spoke of the challenges ahead and noted that it would be 

foolhardy to expect revenue expenditure to be increased by treasury given the current 

economic climate. The best we could hope for would be last years’ figures to be 

matched. She praised the work of IDBs and noted the important role they play in 

delivering flood risk benefits through their direct works and also through PSCAs. 

Luzette spoke of the similarities and differences between IDBs and their Dutch 

equivalents and went on to describe the challenges faced arising from climate change. 

A panel discussion followed and the MLC Chief Executive was invited to sit on this 

panel. He took the opportunity to outline the work of WRE but also to express his 

concerns that currently Land Drainage Act legislation was holding back the full 

potential of IDBs in terms of water resource management and investment. A review is 

urgently required and the support of the EA and DEFRA is needed. Hazel agreed that 

there was a need but hope a way forward could be found that didn’t require primary 

legislation. 

The day concluded with a field visit to showcase the Dunston Beck Improvement 

Project. The improvement project, completed by Dyson Farming with the Environment 

Agency, Wild Trout Trust and other partners, seeks to improve the biodiversity and 

water quality of the beck with a sensitive mosaic of wetland habitats delivered through 

excavations recreating a meandering river system with the retention of water providing 

ecological and also some modest flood risk benefits. 

2023 Annual Conference – date to be confirmed. 

 

 b) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held 

on Tuesday the 1st March 2022.     

 

This was the first face to face meeting held since the COVID-19 outbreak but the format 

was restricted to the AGM only. It is planned however to reintroduce the popular and 

useful morning workshops for 2023. 

 

Marc Heading was reappointed as chair with Councillor Doug McMurdo as vice chair. 

Topics covered included unsurprisingly red diesel, and water resources/the work of 

WRE.  
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Sofi Lloyd announced that Brian Stewart and Ian Hodge from the EA had recently 

joined the ADA Board and that DEFRA had asked ADA to liaise with them on the 

implementation of schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act. She was also 

pleased to be able to report that ADA had been instrumental in initiating an all-party 

parliamentary group with a remit to discuss and consider Sustainable Flood and 

Drainage Management. 

 

Phil Hulme and Amanda Macloughlan spoke on behalf of the EA covering the 

challenges associated with significant staff changes at the EA and noted that with the 

capital program for this six-year cycle being double that of the previous one this would 

be generating considerable additional work load. 

 

It was advised that this coming years revenue (maintenance) budget was £5.3M which 

was more than the previous year but what could be delivered within this budget could 

be impacted by inflation. 

 

  The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7th March 2023. 

 

 

 iv) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 

 

That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 will be held at ExCel, London on the  

 22nd and 23rd November 2023. 

 

 

v) Water Resources East (WRE)  
 

Further to minute B.2274(iv), Mr Hill reported that fees were omitted from the last meeting 

agenda and that the requested contribution from this Board for 2023/2024 financial year is 

expected to once again be £125.  Contributions from drainage boards within the East of 

England secure a direct stake in WRE and help to ensure their needs and opinions are taken 

into account. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

• That the payment of £125 be approved for 2022/2023. 

• That the payment of £125 be approved for 2023/2024. 

 

 

 

B.2305 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers, viz; 
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Sutton & Mepal I.D.B. 

 Consulting Engineers Report – December 2022 

 

Pumping Station  

Other than matters previously reported or detailed below only routine maintenance has been 

carried out since the last meeting and the pumping plant appears to be mechanically and 

electrically in a satisfactory condition. 

 

As requested in the Matters Arising following the last meeting it is confirmed that warning stickers 

have been installed adjacent to the weedscreen cleaner. 
 

Pumps 

Pump 1 - failed in August 2022 so was removed for inspection and overhaul by Xylem (Flygt) and 

the spare pump was fitted.  Overhaul cost would however have been 90% of replacement cost 

hence it was decided that a new pump should be ordered at a cost of £35,447.  Due to current 

extended lead in times this replacement pump is not due to be delivered until week commencing 

20th February 2023. 

 

Pump 2 - insulation resistance had fallen considerably during this summer to a level which was a 

cause for concern. It has been set to duty since October 2022 and the reading has improved 

considerably from 2M Ohm to 110 M Ohm, this will continue to be monitored.  It may indicate water 

ingress to the pump and consideration should be given to removing this pump for overhaul or 

replacement once the new pump is fitted.  

 

Pump 3 insulation resistance figures are good. 

 

Weedscreen Cleaner Running Hours 22/23 = 32 (1512) 

 

Pumping hours  

 
(note: pumping hours are a close estimate derived from available data to show comparable pumping hours 
for like periods) 
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Electricity Readings  

Due to the volatility of the electricity market, regular and accurate manual electricity meter readings 

are becoming very important; even for sites with meters that are read remotely.  This is so that bills 

can be verified to ensure correct rates are being paid.  

  

Moving forward it is requested that the Pump Attendants/District Officers take electricity meter 

readings and pump run hours readings monthly (as close to the 1st of each month as they can) and 

then forward them onto the M&E Engineer on  david.bantoft@middlelevel.gov.uk  or 07768 

026119. 

 

Cranbrook/Counter Drain (CCD) Flood Risk Management (FRM) Strategy  

Members are reminded that the Strategy seeks to utilise the restoration of gravel extraction sites 

for flood storage in Block Fen, reducing reliance on the Environment Agency’s (EA) Welches Dam 

pumping station and potentially offering a number of wider benefits.  

  

In the past 6 months, the EA has been progressing with hydraulic and topographical modelling 

tasks.  These activities will help them understand how much floodwater is needed to be stored in a 

design event and how much could potentially be stored at Block Fen, based on mineral depths and 

existing restoration proposals.  The next step is to develop a series of options as to how this flood 

storage could function, the associated enabling infrastructure and potential after uses alongside 

flood storage. This will include exploring opportunities for wider benefits such as water resources 

and biodiversity and working with the leading mineral operators to explore the development of flood 

storage proposals through 2023.  Engagement with other key stakeholders is ongoing and 

discussions with several landowners in the catchment have commenced.     

  

The announcement of Anglian Water’s preferred location for the Fens Reservoir, immediately north 

west of the Block Fen allocated site, presents a number of opportunities and risks for flood storage 

at Block Fen.  It also has a number of implications for long term flood risk management in the 

whole Cranbrook/Counter Drain catchment and at Welches Dam pumping station.  The EA is 

meeting with partners in the new year to discuss these opportunities and risks and will be working 

with Anglian Water (AWS) to investigate these opportunities and risks.   

  

The development of the overall catchment strategy is reliant on both the Fens 2100+ Strategy (EA 

led) and the Fens Reservoir (AWS led).  These are being developed over a number of years and 

for this reason a focus is being made on the time limited opportunity of flood storage at Block Fen.  

This will allow the Fens 2100+ and the Fens Reservoir to progress over the next 2-3 years, such 

that it is possible to start planning for the whole catchment again over the long term (100 years). 

This is in line with the Tactical Plans approach which the Internal Drainage Boards are signed up 

to.   

The focus of the next 6-12 months is on the storage opportunities in the allocated area (Block 

Fen/Langwood Fen) to develop the proposals further, understand achievable storage volumes and 

mailto:david.bantoft@middlelevel.gov.uk
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mechanisms for transferring water in/out of the storage areas.  Liaison with local landowners and 

stakeholders will also continue, within the three Internal Drainage Board districts, to understand 

future water resource needs which could be delivered through the Strategy.  

  

Ouse Washes Counter Drain Water Resources 

Members will be aware that for many years the transfer of water from the Tidal Ouse into the Ouse 

Washes Counter Drain system to aid water resources during the irrigation season has been 

undertaken by the Commissioners’ Lock Keeper at Salter’s Lode. 

 

However, a change of circumstances has meant that this arrangement is no longer possible. In the 

absence of any support from the EA, this necessitated a change of procedure where the District 

Officers from the Boards benefitting from this resource, together with assistance from the 

Commissioners’ staff, had to undertake this role themselves. 

 

This change of procedure coincided with the challenging summer of 2022 which presented the 

worst possible combination with conditions being hot, dry and windy which required 81 transfers, 

significantly more than the 16 transfers that occurred during the previous season. 

 

In the absence of substantial rainfall, water quality issues had arisen by mid-June and there were a 

couple of periods when IDB abstraction was stopped. 

 

A subsequent meeting with the EA was attended by representatives from the relevant parties and, 

in an effort to maximise the limited resource, discussions took place in regard to the operation of 

the EA’s water control structures, channel maintenance, retained water levels, water salinity and 

recording levels. 

 

In the absence of permanent replacement arrangements, it was commented that closer liaison is 

required between the parties involved, as the same level of service provided during the summer of 

2022 may not be maintainable in the long term. 

 

Planning Applications   

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following new development related 

matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting: 

MLC 
 Ref. 

 Council 
 Ref. 

 
Applicant 

Type of 
Development 

 
Location 

363 H/22/00666/AGDET Mr D Newman 
Agricultural  
(Storage building) Chatteris Road, Somersham 

364 H/22/00541/FUL AJM Residential  Residence Somersham Road, Colne 

365 F/YR22/0501/F Mr J Doram Residence  Iretons Way, Chatteris 

366 H/22/01383/AGDET Mr J Pomfret 
Agricultural  
(Storage building)  Somersham Road, Colne 
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MLC 
Ref. 

Council 
Ref. 

 
Applicant 

Type of 
Development 

 
Location 

367 F/YR22/0939/FDC 
Fenland District 
Council 

Residential 
(Up to 2 plots) Wood Street, Chatteris 

368 Enquiry To be confirmed Irrigation reservoir Confidential - Details unknown* 

369 CCC/22/099/DCON A Sole & Sons 
Irrigation reservoirs 
(2) Langwood Fen Drove, Chatteris* 

370 F/YR22/1197/F 
The Active Learning 
Trust 

Education 
(Temporary siting of 
portacabins for office 
use) Wenny Road, Chatteris* 

Planning applications ending ‘AGDET’ relate to Agricultural Determination 
Planning applications ending 'DCON' relate to the discharge of relevant planning conditions 

 

Developments that are known to propose direct discharge are indicated with an asterisk.  The 

remainder propose, where applicable and where known, disposal to soakaways, infiltration devices 

and/or Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).  

 

No applications for Infiltration Device Self Certification or the Checking Service have been received 

since the last meeting report. 

 

Members of the Board will recall that at the last meeting it was decided that specific detailed 

entries would not be made in future reports unless requested to do so.  In the absence of any 

instruction no detailed entries have been made. 

 

Current Planning Matters within the Master Plan area  

 

Developments at Hundreds Farm, Langwood Fen Drove, Chatteris – A Sole & Son (MLC Ref No 

091), Mr P Sole (MLC Ref No 319) & A Sole & Sons Ltd (MLC Ref No 354) and Coopers Farm – A 

Sole & Sons Ltd (MLC Ref 368) 

 

Further to previous Meeting Reports, a discharge of conditions application has been submitted to 

the County Council, in its role as the Minerals & Waste planning authority, (Cambridgeshire County 

Council (CCC) Ref CCC/22/099/DCON) for the creation of two irrigation reservoirs through the 

extraction and export of sand and gravel and the extraction of clay, followed by the infilling of a 

redundant irrigation reservoir with imported inert material.  The application is for approval of details 

required by Conditions 5 (Archaeological Written Scheme of Investigation); 6 (Construction 

Environmental Management Plan & Ecological Mitigation Strategy); 7 (Access road ditch crossing 

method statement); and 10 (Groundwater disposal scheme) of planning permission 

CCC/21/121/FUL. 
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A response was provided to the planning office outlining the requirement for the relevant discharge 

consent and byelaw consent in respect of the reservoir construction and access crossing.  CCC 

planning office confirmed that as the application is in respect of discharge of conditions no further 

conditions would be applied.  However, the response was forwarded to the applicant.   

 

Extract from Mick George Ltd’s Drawing No M4/1/21/01 Rev. A showing the site boundaries 

 

Subsequent to the above, correspondence was received from the applicant, Mick George Ltd, and 

the relevant consent applications have been received.  In correspondence with the Chairman and 

Vice Chairman no initial concerns with the proposals were identified, other than the potential for 

scour/erosion of watercourses at the discharge points.  At the time of writing the consent 

application fee has not been paid.  Following payment of the relevant fees the consent applications 

will be reviewed. 

 

In addition to the relevant consents the applicant was advised that any dewatering volumes 

discharged to the Board’s system would be recharged to recover the costs associated with the 

Board dealing with the increase in volumes.  Details of this have been passed to the Clerk to draw 

up the relevant contract to recover costs. 
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Planning Updates & Consultations  

A “Strategic Planning Consultation Responses” document can be found on 

www.middlelevel.gov.uk via the following link Strategic Planning Consultation.   

 

General Advice 

 
Assistance has been given, on the Board’s behalf, in respect of the following: 

 

a) Mr D M Newman – An application has been received for byelaw consent to infill a length of 

Board’s watercourse downstream of Point C7 and pipe and infill a length of private 

watercourse.  Alternative drainage arrangements will be made utilising the existing 

adjacent lake. In wet periods should there be any overflow from the lake into the Board’s 

drainage system then this will be metered and paid for.  The application is recommended 

for approval with the addition of five clauses added to the consent document relating to the 

specific requirements identified by the Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer 

 

 

 

9 December 2022 

 

S&M(350)\Reports\December 22   

 

 

 

The Chairman introduced Mr Bantoft, who presented the report. He updated members on the age 

and current condition of the pumps and stated that, following the failure of pump no 1 in August 

2022 and the report received from Xylem, the Chairman had authorised for an order to be placed for 

a new pump. The Chairman referred to the Boards policy to run the pumps until they fail and at that 

point either refurbish or replace. 

 

Mr Bantoft referred to the difference between the current canister submersible pumps and the more 

robust suspended pumps, which although initially more expensive, generally proved to provide 

better value for money over their working life. 

 

http://www.middlelevel.gov.uk/
https://middlelevel.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Revised-Planning-Updates-Consultations.pdf
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In response to the Chairman, Mr Bantoft estimated that the current pumping arrangements had been 

in place for around 30 years and that this current pump replacement would be the third, as well as 

other overhauls during this period. 

 

The Chairman considered that the current pumps sets should have between 10 & 15 years working 

life left and the Board will need to consider a replacement policy towards the end of this period. 

 

The Chairman considered that the lower pumping hours were a positive reflection on the works 

carried out to the Cranbrook Drain by the Environment Agency to reduce leakage. 

 

In response to a query from Mr Angood concerning the conditions relating to the application by Mr 

Newman, the Chairman confirmed that they had been accepted and that the majority of the works 

had now been completed. 

The Vice-Chairman reminded member that the conditions were detailed under minute B.2275 from 

the last meeting. 

 

 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

i) That the report be approved 

ii) That the Chairmans actions in ordering a new pump be approved 

 

 

 

B.2306 Environmental Officer’s Update 

 

Mr Hill reported that Peter Beckenham had left the Commissioners in June 2022 and that while 

going through the process to fill the vacancy, Cliff Carson had carried out some work.  

 

Sofi Lloyd, who had previously been employed in a Conservation role by ADA, had been appointed 

as Environment Officer and started work in October 2023. 

 

 

 

B.2307 Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 

The Clerk will report that claims for contributions totalling £1,437.35 (inclusive of supervision) 

have been submitted (£5,503.84 less £4,066.49 paid on account for the financial year 2021/2022 

and the sum of £4,898.49 in respect of 80% of the Boards estimated expenditure for the financial 

year 2022/2023) and on communications from the Environment Agency concerning payment of the 

claims. 

 

Mr Hill reported on the submitted claims and payments by the Environment Agency and in 

response to Mr Angood, briefly detailed the basis of the calculation used to calculate the 

contributions. He confirmed that the Boards contribution rate for the operation of the pumping 

station was 8%. 

 

 

 

B.2308 Association of Drainage Authorities Subscriptions 

 

The Clerk will report that ADA has increased subscriptions by 4.5% for 2023, from £721 to £755. 
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RESOLVED 

  

That the increased subscription for 2023 be paid. 

 

 

 

B.2309 Health and Safety 

 

Further to minute B.2286, The Vice-Chairman reported that matters were all in hand currently and 

he would update the Board further at the next meeting following the planned visit by Cope Safety 

Management on 17th January 2023. 

 

 

B.2310 Risk Management Assessment 

 

a) The Board considered and approved the Board's Risk Management Policy 

 

b) The Board considered the insured value of the Board's buildings and considered index-

linked insured values going forward, viz; 

 

 

 
 

  RESOLVED 

 

  That the Clerk check when the last valuation was carried out and be authorised to have 

  properties valued, and when completed for these to be index-linked for insurance  

  purposes and a valuation then carried out every 5 years. 
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B.2311 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2021/2022 

 

a) The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return 

for the year ended on the 31st March 2022, viz; 
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b) The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2022, viz; 
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c) Appointment of Internal Auditor 

  

 Mr Hill reported that, following a tendering process, Whitings LLP had been appointed 

  as Internal Auditor from 5 years commencing 1st April 2023. 

 

 

 

 

B.2312 Defra IDB1 Returns   

 

Mr Hill referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2021/2022 which the Board noted and approved, 

viz; 
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B.2313 Expenditure/ Estimate Update 

 

The Board considered the Estimate Update for 2022/2023, viz;
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Mr Hill reported that the expenditure forecast had been reviewed with the Chairman and referred to 

increased repairs to the excavator. He commented on the current electricity costs and the further 

increase in unit rates from September and the Government cap as from October. 

 

The Chairman commented on the age of the excavator and the ongoing maintenance/repairs for a 

machine of this age. He reminded members that the Board had previously decided to keep the 

excavator until the retirement of the District Officer.  

 

Members queried the likely residual value in the current machine and delivery times for new 

machines. The Chairman considered it was more beneficial to have a machine on road wheels rather 

than a tracked machine and referred to the current arrangement with an extending dipper arm as 

apposed to a telescopic boom on newer machines. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

i) That the report is approved 

 

ii) That the Chairman & Vice-Chairman authorised to obtain quotations to replace the 

Boards excavator and report at the next meeting. 

 

 

 

B.2314 Date of Next Meeting 

 

Mr Hill reminded Members that the next meeting of the Board will be held on Thursday 25th May 

2023 at 10.30am prior to which the District Inspection will be held at 8.30am. 

  

 

 

B.2315 Any Other Business 

 

i) Pingles Pit 

 

The Chairman referred to discussions he had had with Mr P Sole concerning Pingles Pit.  

 

Mr P Sole reminded members of the location of the pit and that it had previously been 

agreed with the Environment Agency to install a pipe to maintain levels within the pit as so 

that they did not adversely affect the surrounding land.  

 

He reported that the current owners were thought to be considering blocking the outfall pipe 

to retain levels, possibly as a result of reduced levels during last summer.  

 

Mr P Sole considered that if this was the done, it would adversely affect the surrounding 

land with the likelihood that it would not be possible to plough this land. 

 

 In response to Mr R Smith, Mr P Sole detailed the condition of the watercourses in the 

 immediate vicinity of the pit. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to arrange an inspection of the pit and surrounding area 

and to liaise further with Mr P Sole and, on completion of this, be authorised to take any 

further  actions as he considers appropriate. 
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ii) Damage to the Boards watercourses by livestock. 

 

 The Vice Chairman reported on two separate incidents where he and the District Officer 

 were required to remove a dead pony from the watercourse adjacent to Mr Barrett. Members 

 referred to Mr Barrett’s fields not being fenced and the damage caused to the bankside by 

 the horses and ponies. 

 

 The Chairman considered that the field should be fenced to stop access to the watercourse to 

 protect the horses/ponies and that remedial works to the bankside would need to be carried 

 out. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

1. That a letter be sent to the landowner concerning the damage to the banks of the 

watercourse, the costs incurred by the Board for the removal of the animals and that 

the Board required stock-proof fencing to be put up to stop access to the 

watercourse. 

 

2. That the Board intend to carry out works to the bank irrespective of stock-proof 

fence erection. The Boards request for stock-proof fencing to be installed in 

mentioned in the previous point. 

 

 

3. That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be authorised to take any actions as they 

consider necessary concerning this matter. 

 

 

iii) Water Control Structure 

  

 Mr Allan referred to problems in retaining water levels in the northern part of the District, 

 and with the current arrangements where trying to retain levels in that point of the District 

caused problems to land between this area and the pumping station. 

 

The Chairman commented that this was a similar issue to that addressed by the Board at 

Goodjohns Farm and considered the installation of a water control structure would alleviate 

the problems. 

 

The Chairman referred to the type of structure required, which could be manufactured by L 

R Boon & Son. 

 

RESOLVED 

  

 That the Chairman be authorised to liaise with Mr Allan and Mr Sole to identify a suitable 

location for a water control structure in the northern part of the District and to arrange for a 

suitable structure to be manufactured and installed. 

 

 

iv) Retirement of the District Officer 

 

The Chairman reminded members that it was the intention of the District Officer to retire in 

2024 and the previous discussions and approval by the Board.  

 

file://////l
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He reported that he had interviewed several possible candidates but had not currently found 

a suitable applicant. 

 

In response to Mr Allpress, the Chairman confirmed that he intended to advertise the 

position on ‘Indeed’ and possibly through ADA. 

 

The Chairman reported that one of his companies’ employees had expressed an interest in 

the position but also that he would like to continue with some spraying work linked with his 

current work. 

 

The Chairman reported that this arrangement would not cause him any problems but 

wondered how Board members would view it. 

 

Mr R Lee considered that the Boards work would need to take priority, but as long as the 

required basic hours had been completed, it should not be an issue. 

 

In response to Mr R Smith, the Chairman confirmed that on retirement, the District Officer 

would be leaving the area and the Boards bungalow would be available for the new 

employee. 

 

Members considered that the Board should advertise for the position. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

1) That the Chairman be authorised to arrange for an advertisement to be place for the 

position of District Officer. 

 

2) That the employee of the Chairman be informed of the Boards position and invited to 

apply. 

 

3) That the Chairman & Vice-Chairman be authorised to take any actions they consider 

appropriate or necessary in finding a suitable employee to take over on the retirement of 

the District Officer. 

 

 

v) Cranbrook Drain 

  

 The Chairman referred to the very successful works carried out by the Environment Agency 

 to reduce seepage through the banks of Cranbrook Drain. However, these works had led to 

 additional stress being placed on the banks around the Holwood inlet at Somersham, 

 resulting in a breach of the bank, which requires approx. 10 m of piling on either side of 

 the damage. 

 

 Unfortunately, he had been informed by the Environment Agency that these works would 

 require a works order and the works were still currently outstanding. 

 

 The Chairman referred to some outstanding works along the Cranbrook and he hoped that 

 the contractor would be able to carry out full repairs to this damaged section at the same 

 time. 
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vi) Proposed Reservoir to the North of Chatteris (A.W) 

 

 Mr R Lee referred to the proposed reservoir and potential implications to the Board if a 

 pipeline was made to the reservoir across the Boards District. 

 

 Mr R Angood reported that the current proposals were only outline and it was hoped that 

 more detailed proposals would be put forward in the full consultation due this autumn. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

………………………………… 

Chairman 

 

 

……………………… 

Date 


