MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

At a Meeting of the March Sixth District Drainage Commissioners
held at the Middle Level Offices, March on Thursday 15" June 2023

PRESENT

D G West Esq (Chairman) Cllr J French

Miss E Alterton (Vice Chairman) ClIr A Miscandlon
T E Alterton Esq

M Arnold Esq

Mr R Hill (representing the Clerk to the Commissioners) and Mr Morgan Lakey (representing the
Consulting Engineers) were in attendance.

Apology for absence

An apology for absence was received from M Mottram Esq.

C.1066 Declarations of Interest

Mr Hill reminded the Commissioners of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included
in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any of them.

Mr Alterton declared interests in any matters involving pumping station duties and, in the
payment made to himself.

C.1067 Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Commissioners held on the 16th June 2022 are
recorded correctly and that they be confirmed and signed.

C.1068 Appointment of Chairman

RESOLVED

That D G West Esq be appointed Chairman of the Commissioners.

C.1069 Appointment of Vice Chairman

RESOLVED

That Miss E Alterton be appointed Vice Chairman of the Commissioners.
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C.1070 Bank Mandate and National Savings & Investments

RESOLVED

i) That Mr P Burrows be added as an authorised signatory of the Barclays Bank Account,
should this be required in the future.

il) That Mr P Burrows, as Clerk to the Board and Mr D West, as Chairman, be the authorised
signatories of the National Savings Investment Account and that the account of March Sixth
District Drainage Commissioners with National Savings and Investments be changed
accordingly.

C.1071 Land Drainage Act 1991 - Fenland District Council

Mr Hill reported that Fenland District Council had appointed Councillors Mrs J French, Mr A
Miscandlon & Mr C Marks to be Commissioners under the provisions of the Land Drainage Act 1991.

C.1072 Member Training Update

The Clerk reported on the training undertaken by Members in the past year.

C.1073 Ownership of Bridge over 20 Foot River — Formerly Bridge No. 1842 — The Railway
Executive

Further to minute C.1043, Mr Hill reported that he had not been able to confirm if ownership of the
bridge had been transferred to Cambridgeshire County Council.

C.1074 Clerk’s Report

Mr Hill advised:-

i)  Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting

That a ninth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 13" December 2022.

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key
points and resolutions follows;

David Thomas advised on the planned staffing changes being implemented due to his
impending retirements. He stated that his post was being split back into Chief Executive/Clerk
and Chief Engineer and that the appointments were:

Paul Burrows — to be the new CEO/Clerk - currently in post with the EA as a national Delivery
Assurance Manager, and before that as Flood & Coastal Risk Manager for the East Anglia Area,
then Flood Strategy Manager — Paul spearheaded Tactical Plans for the Fens which have
secured the possibility of obtaining significant grant allocation on a Board by Board basis over
a 15 year period, whilst at the same time defining a pathway to better understand the challenges
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faced and options worth considering for our lowland catchment as climate change and growth
tests our current infrastructure arrangements.

Nicola Oldfield — to be the new Chief Engineer — currently in post with the EA as a Senior
Project Manager. She most recently project managed the £30M Middle Level Barrier Bank
scheme and had just taken over as project manager of the Cranbrook Counter Drain
Strategy. She has, in the past, been employed by an IDB and has worked in close partnership
with many IDBs including North Level IDB. Jonathan Brown stated how pleased the MLC
Executive had been with these two candidates and how easy the choice had been given their
knowledge of the area and experience to date.

An update was given on the role out of telemetry, which was receiving positive feedback from
District Officers. A request was made for the login details to be provided to Chairmen as well
as District Officers and it was confirmed that this would be arranged.

David Thomas confirmed that all but two Boards had stated their wish to move to the new
planning and consenting charging and reporting arrangements and that the Assistant Treasurer
was finalizing figures ready for the 2023 IDB/DDC meetings. A request was made for all
correspondence which developers and their agents which is copied to Chairman should include
the planning application references.

The protection and control of Bylaw strips was discussed at length and it was agreed that a
policy document outlining the red-lines Boards should be applying to ensure that their
ratepayers do not suffer as a result of development will be prepared for the Boards to consider.
It was noted at the meeting that the refusal to issue any consent is subject to a reasonableness
test, hence the document cannot preclude consenting everything within the 9m strip and the
policy will be for guidance purposes only. It was felt that it should help developers, planning
authorities and the Boards by providing some additional clarity. It was also felt that some case
history examples to be circulated to members might help them understand the issues which
have to be addressed.

Climate Change was discussed and it was noted that the MLC had completed its carbon audit
and would now start work on carbon reduction and mitigation initiatives. It was also noted that
the M&E engineer was looking at base levels of energy consumption at pumping stations, for
example to see if panel heaters are left on permanently. He will be making recommendations to
Boards if he identifies scope for reducing power without risking the apparatus.

WRE were mentioned and the Chief Executive stated that he was pleased that the draft water
resource plan for the East included extensive reference to agriculture and its need for water to
support the growing of food to feed the nation and also of the key role played by IDBs in
transferring water to the point needed by abstractors. He also commented upon the newly
proposed Cambridgeshire fens reservoir, north of Chatteris and advised that the MLC were
responding on the need to get fill supply and draw-down arrangements right, but also that we
need to seek to gain capital from the opportunities that the new reservoir will present in terms
of bringing money into the area and potentially helping reduce flood risk and assist with water
need balancing.

The Chief Executive advised that a decision had been made to move the MLC and IDB’s
electricity supply contracts from Anglian Farmers to the Green Energy Advice Bureau. This
followed several years of extended poor service levels and lack of timely information coming
from Anglian Farmers.

The future of IDBs and the value of potential amalgamations was once discussed and this gave
rise to questions over small boards being able to secure a quorate for which this had been a
particularly poor year. It was agreed that this item should remain on the agenda and that any
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Chairs who felt that the time was right for their Boards to look again and the
advantages/disadvantages of amalgamation would contract the Clerk. It was also agreed that it
may be useful to undertake an exercise around updating the original Geoff Beal report which
had recommended that the number of Boards within the area administered by the MLC could
reasonably be reduced to three or four.

The Clerk finally noted that the ADA Great Ouse branch AGM would be held on the 7" March
at Prickwillow Hall and would be in the format of workshops in the morning and an AGM in
the afternoon. The workshops theme this year would be; water resources, the new reservoir and
climate change.

i) Association of Drainage Authorities

a)  Annual Conference

That the 85" Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday 9"
November 2022 at The Hive, Nocton, Lincolnshire.

This year marked another change in the arrangements for the National Conference and
AGM, with the AGM being held virtually on 28" September 2022 followed by the
national conference held as a hybrid meeting at the Dyson Farming complex in
Lincolnshire on 9" November. The choice of venue was to avoid the risk of being
impacted by rail strikes and it also represented significant cost savings. The event had
limited numbers and was fully subscribed.

Following an introduction by the President of ADA Robert Caudwell who noted the good
work being done by ADA but also noted that with COP27 ahead climate change was the
single biggest challenge facing everybody and that IDBs would need to play their part in
delivering carbon reduction.

The opening address was given by Councillor Matthew Riddle, Chairperson, Lower
Severn Internal Drainage Board and Councillor, South Gloucestershire Council who
spoke on options which could be pursued to change the way Special Levy is reported and
dealt with by the Councils. The challenge at the moment was perceived as the lack of
transparency with Special Levy payments not being itemised on rate bills in the same way
that police and ambulance services are. There is also the issue that by not disaggregating
the Special Levy payments, increases in them can currently (for Councils who pay large
Special Levys) trigger a local election under the current rules.

Key note speakers were Hazel Durant Waterway & Flood Water Management Policy
Team, Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Luzette Kroon Board
member: Innovation & International, Dutch Water Authorities, Dykgraaf (chairperson),
Wetterskip Fryslan. Hazel spoke of the challenges ahead and noted that it would be
foolhardy to expect revenue expenditure to be increased by treasury given the current
economic climate. The best we could hope for would be last years’ figures to be matched.
She praised the work of IDBs and noted the important role they play in delivering flood
risk benefits through their direct works and also through PSCAs. Luzette spoke of the
similarities and differences between IDBs and their Dutch equivalents and went on to
describe the challenges faced arising from climate change.

A panel discussion followed and the MLC Chief Executive was invited to sit on this panel.
He took the opportunity to outline the work of WRE but also to express his concerns that
currently Land Drainage Act legislation was holding back the full potential of IDBs in
terms of water resource management and investment. A review is urgently required and
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the support of the EA and DEFRA is needed. Hazel agreed that there was a need but hope
a way forward could be found that didn’t require primary legislation.

The day concluded with a field visit to showcase the Dunston Beck Improvement Project.
The improvement project, completed by Dyson Farming with the Environment Agency,
Wild Trout Trust and other partners, seeks to improve the biodiversity and water quality
of the beck with a sensitive mosaic of wetland habitats delivered through excavations
recreating a meandering river system with the retention of water providing ecological and
also some modest flood risk benefits.

b)  Annual Flood & Water Conference 2023

Invitation to ADA Flood & Water Conference 2023
Tuesday 21 November 2023 | 11:00 — 17:00 | One Great George Street, London, SW1P
3AA

ADA is delighted to invite you to join them for the ADA Flood & Water Conference on
Tuesday 21 November 2023, as the conference returns to the magnificent venue of One
Great George Street, Westminster, London. ADA will bring together a leading line-up of
prominent political, policy, and technical speakers from across the United Kingdom to
discuss key policy topics of the moment during the main conference session.

Following feedback from members, the format of this year's Conference has been
developed to:

» maximise the time available for networking between delegates and suppliers to the
sector,

* invite a greater variety of guest speakers, and

* provide more convenient timing for those travelling to and from London.

The Conference will open at 11.00 for networking with delegates and an expanded
Exhibition of ADA's Associate Members in the Great Hall. A buffet lunch will be served
from 12.00 before the conference presentations commence at 13.20 in the Thomas Telford
Theatre. The Conference will close at 17.00.

Discussion forum

A discussion forum will form part of the day where delegates will be able to pose topical
questions to the speakers/panellists via the conference chair. ADA wish to receive
delegates questions in advance, which can be submitted as part of the ticket booking
process on Eventbrite. Their aim is to consolidating key subjects for discussion and
questioning and to maximise the value of this session.

Book your place

ADA has launched bookings for this year’s conference early to give everyone plenty of
advance notice of the revised date of Tuesday 21 November 2023 to make travel
arrangements. They invite you to secure your place now via Eventbrite, via the link below.
Tickets are non-refundable but can be transferred.

ADA Flood & Water Conference 2023 Tickets, Tue 21 Nov 2023 at 11:00 | Eventbrite

€c) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch

The Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse ADA Branch was held on Tuesday 7th
March 2023
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Morning workshops were re-introduced for the first time since the COVID-19 outbreak
and members who attended took part in an excellent discussion focussed on three topic
areas; Fens2100; Water Resources East and Climate Change. Steven Trewhella
(consultant to the EA on Fens2100) and Daniel Johns (Chief Exec, WRE) took away a
wide range of ideas centred around how the two topics were connected by the work of
IDBs.

Within the AGM, Marc Heading was re-appointed as Chairman and Doug McMurdo as
Vice Chair with approval that the secretariat of the branch be transitioned from the Middle
Level Commissioners to the Bedford Group of IDBs over the coming months. lan Moodie
(Technical Manager, ADA) gave an overview of ADA’s activities, including their
important inputs on behalf of IDBs into the long-awaited implementation of schedule 3
of the Floods & Water Management Act. Tom Pickover introduced himself ahead of
starting as Operations Manager at the Environment Agency (covering the lower Great
Ouse catchment) and was joined by Darren Trumper who between them gave an overview
of Environment Agency flood management activities and budgets.

1ii) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023

That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 will be held at ExCel, London on the
22" and 23" November 2023.

iv) Changes to Electricity Supply Contracts

The Clerk reported that Boards have encountered problems with the operation of the
electricity contract by Anglia Farmers over the years. Following various meetings with
them it appeared some of these problems were being addressed and the service appeared to
be improving this, however, was short lived. Over the past 2 years there has again been a
significant deterioration in both the quality of service and lack of account management
received from Anglia Farmers.

During the summer the Middle Level Commissioners were approached by Green Energy
Advice Bureau (GEAB), one of the UK’s leading energy companies and buying group,
whose portfolio includes numerous companies with over 200 million kwh tendered per
annum. They have experience working with an estimated 60 Internal Drainage Boards,
which include locally the Ely Group of Internal Drainage Boards and Downham Market
Group of Internal Drainage Boards. We accordingly contacted Jean Heading of the Ely
Group of Internal Drainage to enquire of the service provided by GEAB and she has
confirmed she is far happier with the service received from them compared to that from
Anglia Farmers and since has signed a 5-year fixed rate contract with GEAB from 1% April
2022.

A report was presented to the Middle Level Commissioners at their Board meeting on 3™
November 2022 and due to the ongoing poor performance of Anglia Farmers, together with
the positive feedback given by Jean Heading of the Ely Group, the Commissioners’
resolved to consider moving to alternative arrangements. The Executive Committee were
delegated the final decision and having considered a report on the options and subsequently
confirmed their agreement that a move would be appropriate in the circumstances.

The Clerk reported this was considered a positive move and recommended the
Commissioners also move to this alternative arrangement.

The Clerk reported that this Board’s Chairman had subsequently agreed for the
Commissioners to serve notice to Anglia Farmers and for Green Energy Advice Bureau to
handle the energy procurement process and management of the electricity contract.

F:\Admin\Word\march6th\mins\15/06/2023



The Clerk advised that the Middle Level Commissioners and its administered Boards have
entered into a fixed rate energy supply with Corona Energy for an 18-month period from1st
April 2023.

V) Insurance

Historically the number of insurance companies willing to quote for the insurance requirements
of the Middle Level Commissioners and administered Boards is limited.

Our insurance portfolio is complex and includes a range of policies that includes Commercial
Combined (largest component), Motor Fleet, Engineering & Construction, Terrorism,
Management Liability, Marine Craft and Professional Indemnity.

The overall cost of our insurance portfolio for 2023/24 will be £192,275 (£152,373 in 2022/23)
a 26% increase, although increases will differ Board by Board depending on their individual
insurance needs.

Key factors and changes are highlighted below:

e For Commercial Combined insurance, 2022/23 was the last year in our previous five-year
agreement with AXA which included a 7% price reduction woven into the deal. For 2023/24
Towergate, our brokers, approached several companies and all bar AXA were not willing to
quote given the size and complexity of our portfolio. Independently we also approached the
NFU who declined to quote for the same reason.

e There has been an increase in fleet, property and marine assets included within our cover.

e In view of rising inflation most Boards agreed to index link their insured sums from 1% April
2023. AXA have increased insured sums by 15%, which has resulted in an increase within
the overall premium.

e AXA have offered a 2-year stability deal, where any premium increases, subject to claims not
exceeding 50% of the written premium, will be capped for 2024/25 at 2.5%. This excludes
any increases in sums insured.

e AXA will not extend the stability deal as they plan a review of their whole IDB scheme in
2025.

e Commercial combined policy excess has increased from £350 to £2,500. None of our four
2022/23 claim values were above this new excess.

e Excesses are dictated by AXA’s overall scheme for all IDBs and this is apparently now
standard and has been imposed due to the number of lower value claims across the whole IDB
industry. As other IDB/IDB Groups come out of their previous agreement with AXA the
above will apply.

For future years Boards ought to consider index linking their valuations of properties and
pumping stations every 3-5 years rather than annually, to mitigate annual premium increases
and balancing having suitable cover without being over-insured.

It should also be noted that personal accident and sickness cover only covers employees or
members up to 80 years of age. Boards may need to consider the implications of this.

vi) Delegation of signatory on consents

The Board was asked to note that under the Board’s scheme of delegation, the Chief
Executive has delegated the authority to sign consent on behalf of the Board to the Chief
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Engineer. As well as the Chief Engineer being better placed to technically assure individual
consents, this will enable the them to effectively take ownership over the whole planning
and consenting service. This also creates a mechanism for escalation in case of any issues
or complaints.

vii) Service Delivery Frameworks

The Board were asked to resolve that the Clerk, on their behalf, be authorised to enter into
user and/or access agreements for public sector delivery frameworks (For example,
Environment Agency Delivery Frameworks and SCAPE). This will open up access to the
fees, terms and conditions of these Frameworks so our Consulting Engineers can compare
and choose the most suitable procurement route for delivery of the Boards future needs.
This does not tie the Board to using any Framework they then have a user/access agreement
with, and Frameworks are not the only procurement route for delivery that will be
considered. Having this resolution from all the Boards we administer is key if we are to
package work across Boards to exploit economies of scale and become more efficient and
effective in the delivery of services.

viii) Local Government Support - Special Levies

Thanks to lobbying by the Association of Drainage Authorities and Local Authorities, the
Department of Levelling Up, Housing & Communities announced an additional financial
support package totalling £3m for 2023/24 to support the 15 Local Authorities most
impacted by increases in special levies from Internal Drainage Boards driven by
unprecedented increases in energy costs. We provided ADA with information to support
this case and Fenland District Council have secured £177,281 and King’s Lynn & West
Norfolk Borough Council £205,451. The Ministerial Statement is available here.
Disappointingly it is explicit that this is a one-off exceptional payment and clear that the
government will not provide additional grant to Local Authorities to cover special levies
on an ongoing basis.

RESOLVED
) That the actions of the Chairman regarding the Electricity contracts are approved.

i) That the delegation of signatory on consents is approved.
i)  That the Service delivery frameworks authorisation are approved.

C.1075 Consulting Engineers’ Report.

The Commissioners considered the Reports of the Consulting Engineers, viz;

Enc 1
March Sixth D.D.C.

Consulting Engineers Report —June 2023
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Weed Control and Drain Maintenance

The maintenance works carried out last year generally accorded with the recommendations
approved by the Commissioners at their last annual meeting.

Roundup herbicide applications were applied to the Commissioners’ drains included within last
year’s machine cleansing programme, and to other district drains where it was required to control

dense stands of reed and emergent aquatic vegetation.

A recent joint inspection of the Commissioners’ district drains has been undertaken with the District
Officer and Vice Chairman, the inspection revealed that the majority of drains are in a generally
satisfactory condition and being maintained to a good standard. The inspection indicates that many
of the district drains that fall within this year’s machine cleansing programme will only require light

machine cleansing to retain their current good status.

Drains to the West of the Prison

The Commissioners’ district drains to the west of the prison are generally in good condition.
However, the inspection did highlight sporadic stands of reed and emergent aquatic vegetation within
the EEDA drain. Fortunately, the affected reaches are included in this year’s machine cleansing
programme and will also be treated with an application of Roundup herbicide prior to the cleansing

works being carried out.

The reported area of bank subsidence on the eastern bank of reach 19-20 is showing signs of self-
healing; however as this reach falls within the programmed works for this year, the contractor’s
excavator will be utilised to repair the affected area during the programmed machine cleansing

works.

It has been noted that the Thorby Avenue culvert that enters the Commissioners’ drain at Point 20,
has recently been discharging discoloured, ‘oily water’ into the system, which could potentially pollute
the watercourse. The Environment Agency and Anglia Water have both been made aware of the
suspect discharge and have been liasing with the Vice Chairman. However the issue still remains
unsolved along with the ownership and responsiblity of the culvert. As the downstream drains are
due to be machine cleansed this year, sediment samples from the channel bed of the affected
reaches will be tested to ensure the potential arisings are approved for incorporating into the adjacent
arable fields. If the tests confirm suspicions that the water is contaminated, it is likely the arisings will
need to be removed off site and dealt with according to the legislation guidelines. As the silt testing
and potential removal of hazardous waste could represent a significant cost to the Commissioners,

they may wish to take this opportunity to discuss their proposals for dealing with this issue.
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Point 20 Culvert discharge Downstream of Culvert discharge, reach 19-20

Drains to the East of the Prison

The district drains to the east of the prison remain in a generally satisfactory condition following last
year’'s machine cleansing works. Any emergent aquatic vegetation identified later in the year will be

included in this year’s herbicide programme.

As the Commissioners have formerly agreed, in recent years, it is again recommended that the main
Norwood Pumping Drain, reach 1-2-10, is included within this year's phased machine cleansing
programme. Historically this has proven to be an effective method of reducing the weed mass at the
manually cleansed weedscreen during winter pumping periods. The previously approved
replacement control structure at Point 10 will also be installed whilst the contractor’s excavator is on

site to assist with the damming off and lifting of the new steel work.

A sum has been allocated within the Commissioners’ estimate to allow for Roundup applications to

be made to drains, as required, and for flail mowing of the district drains to be undertaken this year.

A provisional sum has also been included within the estimate for any other emergency machine
cleansing, culvert clearance or filamentous algae (Cott) removal works that may be deemed

necessary later in the year.

The estimated costs of this year's recommended weed control and drain maintenance works are
shown below, please refer to the following plan for locations.
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Phased Machine Cleansing Programme

1. Drains to West of the Prison
() Reach 8-7-9 800 Mm@ 1.50 1200.00
(i) Reach 6a-7-17-18-19-20 1300 m @ 1.50 1950.00

2. Machine cleanse
Norwood Pump Drain 150 m@  3.00 450.00

3. Allow sum for Roundup application
to control Japanese Knotweed at
Norwood Pumping Station, if required,
self-sown saplings and emergent
aquatic weed within the Commissioners’
drains ltem Sum 850.00

4. Allow sum for flail mowing ltem Sum 1300.00

5. Provisional Item
Silt Sampling reach 19-20 ltem Sum 800.00

6. Provisional Item
Allow sum for emergency machine
cleansing or cott removal work Item Sum 700.00

7. Fees for inspection, preparation and
submission of report to the Commissioners,
arrangement and supervision of herbicide
applications and maintenance works ltem Sum 550.00

TOTAL £ 7800.00

Orders for the application of herbicides by the Middle Level Commissioners are accepted on
condition that they are weather dependant and they will not be held responsible for the efficacy or

failure of any treatment.
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Pumping Station

Other than the matters previously reported or described below, only routine maintenance has been
carried out since the last meeting and the pumping plant at the station appears to be in a

mechanically and electrically satisfactory condition.

The main electrical supply to the station failed in March 2023 and it took a week for UKPN to reinstate
the supply. They did provide a generator within 12 hours as it was stressed to them that the station
is a flood defence. Powering the station via generator worked well but did need lots more
involvement from the pump attendant and MLC engineers to liase with UKPN for fuel deliveries and
clearing weed as the system was backed up and had lots to catch up with.

The gravity outfall flap door was removed, overhauled and refitted during spring 2023. The

framework for the stop log frame has been manufactured and will be installed to tie in with the

machine cleansing as levels will be lower and a machine will be onsite which will reduce costs.

Pumping Hours

NORWOOD PUMP HOURS
600

500

400

300
200
1” 11 I N all
0

2013/2014 2014]2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023
® PUMP HOURS 240 187 182 214 149 340 496 195

o

B PUMP HOURS

The Chief Engineer is currently reviewing all the IDB projects on the EA’s FDGIA programme to
ensure they can be delivered in the most efficient and timely manner possible. Please refer to the
Consulting Engineers’ Supplementary Report - April 2023 Improving Capital Delivery. A Project
Initiation Form should be used to capture all the relevant information provided to the Consulting

Engineer to start any capital works.
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Planning Applications

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following new development related

matters have been received and dealt with since the last meeting:

MLC Council Type of
Ref. Ref. Applicant Development Location
March Household
Provision of Flood Recycling Centre
185 Risk Information Client of Woods PLC (HRC) Melbourne Avenue, March
Industrial
186 F/YR22/0639/F RFGM Ltd (1 unit) Thorby Avenue, March
Batchelor
Developments &
Litchfield Roofing Business Use
187 F/YR22/3115/COND Contractors Ltd (11 units) Thorby Avenue, March*
March Household
CCC Waste Recycling Centre
188 CCC/22/101/FUL Management (HRC) Hundred Road, March
Residence
189 F/YR22/1111/F Ms D Pope (Extension) Church Gardens, Westry, March
Fenland District Fenland Business
190 Enquiry Council Centre Longhill Road, March
Residential
191 F/YR23/0209/RM Mr N Marsh (3 plots) Wisbech Road, Westry
Commercial
192 F/YR23/0232/F Mr Noble (7 units) Thorby Avenue March*
Industrial
(Workshop and
193 F/YR23/0284/F RFGM Ltd garage) Thorby Avenue, March

Planning applications ending 'COND’ or ‘DISC’ relate to the discharge of relevant planning conditions

Developments that are known to propose direct discharge are indicated with an asterisk. The
remainder propose, where applicable and where known, disposal to soakaways, infiltration devices
and/or other Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). The applicants have been notified of the

Board's requirements.

No applications for Infiltration Device Self Certification or the Checking Service have been received

since the last meeting report.

Erection of 13no business units for B1, B2 and B8 plus non-food retail warehouse with
associated parking and erection of 1.8 (min) metre high security fence at land east of 33
Thorby Avenue, March — Mr & Mrs Fink (MLC Ref Nos 128 & 134) & Client of MTC
Engineering (Cambridge) Ltd (MLC Ref No 133)

A review of the developments in Thorby Avenue, including this site, is currently being

undertaken.
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Planning Updates & Consultations

Please note that this document, which was prepared for the previous reporting period, is no longer

available on the website; an update is currently being prepared and will hopefully be available shortly.

All responses to consultation documents were made on behalf of both the Middle Level

Commissioners and its associated Boards.

Emerging Fenland Local Plan

The draft Local Plan which sets out the emerging policies and proposals for growth and regeneration,
and the “proposed sites” to deliver this growth, was the subject of a Public Participation Consultation

during September and October.

Proposed sites within the Commissioners’ catchment

The “proposed sites”, as shown on the extract below from the Draft Policies Map (August 2022)
March (Inset 16) are:

\
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Extract from the Draft Policies Map (August 2022) Marc
the proposed sites in the Commissioners’ catchment
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A. Policy Reference LP39.06 (Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment
[SHELAA] Site reference 40430) — Westry Hall, Wisbech Road — 62 dwellings.

This 2.49 ha site is within the highland catchment but investigations and subsequent works
associated with the existing developments to the south may identify a discharge into the

neighbouring March West and White Fen IDB’s Westry Drain catchment.

B. Policy Reference LP39.12 (SHELAA Site reference 40194) — Land south-east of 433 Wisbech
Road — 8 dwellings

C. Policy Reference LP39.21 (SHELAA Site reference 40052) — Land north of Woodville — 9
dwellings

This site is the Lime Tree Close site which is currently being developed (MLC Ref Nos 263, 335,
399, 743, 746, 808 & 815)

D. Policy Reference LP40.01 (SHELAA Site reference 40008) — March Trading Estate Site — 78.4
ha B8 Storage & distribution

It is estimated that approximately 40 ha of land is available for employment development within
this allocation which extends to the existing March Trading Estate site. The allocation is within

the catchment of both the Board and the neighbouring March West and White Fen IDB.

This allocation includes several sites which have been the subject of previous/extant planning

permissions.

Response to the Consultation

A response was submitted to FDC on behalf of both the MLC and the associated Boards with

catchments within the Council’s area and included comments on:

The Settlement Hierarchy and the Countryside — Frontage Infill Development

Growth Strategy — Neighbourhood Areas

Health and Well-being; Renewable Energy — Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Infrastructure
Design and Amenity — Policy LP 7: Design — Nature, Public Spaces, Homes and Buildings +
Policy LP 11: Community Safety

Housing — Policy LP 12: Meeting Housing Needs - Homes for Permanent Caravan Dwellers/Park
Homes and Boat Dwellers

Town Centres — Policy LP 17: Culture, Leisure, Tourism and Community Facilities - Community

Facilities
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Transport and Infrastructure — Strategic Infrastructure, Transport Infrastructure, Community
Infrastructure, Wisbech Rail, Wisbech Access Strategy, Whittlesey Relief Road, Local Projects,
Public Rights of Way (PRoW)

Natural Environment — Policy LP 24: Natural Environment_- Designated Sites, Local Sites, Habitats
and Species of Principal Importance, Biodiversity and Geodiversity in development, Mitigation of
Potential Adverse Impacts of Development

Policy LP 25: Biodiversity Net Gain + Policy LP 26: Carbon Sinks and Carbon Sequestration - Trees
& Hedgerows + Table 8: Landscape Character Areas + Policy LP 29: Green Infrastructure

Flood and Water Management - Policy LP 32: Flood and Water Management

Specific comments included:

Disappointment was expressed that most of the contents of Part (B) Flood Risk and Drainage of
Policy LP14 — Responding to Climate Change and Managing the Risk of Flooding in Fenland within
the current Local Plan have not been included in this policy contained within the draft Local Plan
2021-2040. As aresult, it is considered that the new policy is much weaker which is disappointing
given the special water level and flood risk management requirements within the Fens.

Concerns were raised about the piecemeal development encountered within the Council’s area, for
example, along Upwell Road in March or the Bridge Lane area in Wimblington, which is resulting in
many small and isolated attenuation systems which will be difficult to maintain and will be a future
liability for the parties concerned, the failure of which could potentially increase flood risk. The
Council was advised that the Middle Level Commissioners and associated Boards would prefer more
holistic solutions to be utilised such as the pond excavated by Hutchinson’s in conjunction with the
Hundred of Wisbech IDB which will serve several developments in the area close to the

A47/Cromwell Road junction.

Policies for Sites and Settlements
When responding to similar documents it has been noted that having prepared detailed responses
to specific site allocations, which has taken a significant amount of officer time and expense, the

responses made are ignored.
Therefore, as aresult, with a few exceptions detailed responses on individual sites were not prepared
but a list of minimum requirements that need to be considered was provided when determining the

suitability of a proposed site.

Specific responses

Specific responses were made on the following sites:
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Policy LP 6: Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Infrastructure — Site Allocations LP06.01
SHELAA Site reference 40468 - 98.79 ha at Coldham Wind Farm, EIm + LP06.02
SHELAA Site reference 40469 174.29 ha at land adjacent to Graysmoor Drove, Elm.

Policy LP36: Residential site allocations for Wisbech (Page 118) (Map 28 Wisbech (Inset))

Policy LP46: Residential site allocations in Chatteris (Page 137) (Map 02 Chatteris (Inset))

Next Steps
All comments received during the consultation period are being reviewed with any changes arising

being made to the draft Local Plan.
A Proposed Submission version is due to be published in summer 2023 for public consultation. This
version of the plan will then be submitted together with any responses to the Secretary of State who

will appoint an independent Planning Inspector to carry out a public examination into the document.

High Rainfall Event and Flooding Incident — December 2020

When attending meetings of the Peterborough and Cambridgeshire Flood and Water (FloW)
Partnership, the Middle Level Commissioners’ Planning Engineer has raised concerns about the
issues experienced within Cambridgeshire during or following high rainfall and/or exceptional
circumstance type events and has enquired of other partners whether given the time that has
elapsed any progress is being made to resolve some of the issues. To date the response has been

limited.

In view of the above it is considered appropriate to advise the appropriate RMA, where relevant, on
areas which experience problems, particularly within the urban environment, and requires protection,

intervention and/or investment.

Initially, three areas of designation are proposed:

A. Business as usual - Areas where there are no known problems with the local water level and

o«

flood risk management systems that cannot be solved through the Commissioners’ “day-to-

day activities”.

B. Areas of concern - An area served by a water level and flood risk management system that
can approach capacity during rainfall events which has been the subject of or is at an
increased risk of flooding that is unlikely to be solved through the Commissioners’ “day-to-
day activities” and may require protection, intervention and/or investment by the relevant
RMA(S).

C. Acute drainage areas — A geographical area with multiple or interlinked sources of flood risk

where there is a need for a higher standard of water level and flood risk management than
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normal to ensure that any new development will not increase flood risk that affects people,
properties and local infrastructure and may require protection, intervention and/or investment
by the relevant RMA(s).

Neither items B nor C are the same as a “critical drainage area” which has a specific meaning in
flood risk terms i.e., “A Critical Drainage Area (CDA) is an area that has critical drainage problems
and which has been notified to the local planning authority as such by the Environment Agency in

line with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).”

Following some consideration, the previous extents of acute drainage within the Westry/Hostmoor
and Hundred Road/Norwood areas, shown with a dashed red line, which were determined based on
historical knowledge, including the August 2014 event, have been amended to include the current
urban area, edged by a solid red line. The extent of the areas of concern are edged with a solid black

line.

As a result, apart from in the most exceptional circumstances, all surface water discharges within

this area must be attenuated to current volumes and/or greenfield rates of run off, where practicable.

The intention is to highlight this area to the relevant RMA e.g., planning authorities, LLFA, Anglian
Water, the Environment Agency etc., as an area which requires more involved management and will

assist in protecting the local flood and water management systems including the Board’s system.

As a result, apart from in the most exceptional circumstances, an initial request is that all water
discharges within this area must be attenuated to current volumes and/or greenfield rates of run off,

where practicable.

Following discussions, colleagues within the Middle Level Commissioners’ Works Department
advise that following the December 2020 event the MLC system took up to ten days and IDB systems

up to five days to return to normal.

It is also considered that current surface water design practices do not allow for the weather
conditions experienced prior to the December 2020 event or the complex network of water level and
flood risk management systems within the Fens. Therefore, consideration is being given to requiring

designs to:

A. Incorporate a higher Standard of Protection (SoP), possibly up to 0.5% AEP (1 in 200 year)
event

B. Include a greater allowance for Climate Change, in excess of 40%, and

C. Be able to “store” water on site for several days until the peak flows have passed.
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Strategic Drainage and Wastewater consultation and issues

A. The Right to Connect

Members will recall that during the passage of the Environment Act through the House of Lords an
amendment was sought which aimed to minimise the impact of new housing development on levels
of local flood risk and the likelihood of storm discharges of untreated sewerage effluent into the water
environment. It aimed to ensure housing developers design systems according to a hierarchy of
drainage options that seek to reduce to a minimum the volume of rainwater entering combined

sewerage systems removing the current “right to connect” to public sewers.
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On the basis that the various RMA involved could have been asked to consider taking the opportunity
to write to the government and voice their concerns over the right to connect for new developments
the views of the Boards/Commissioners administered by the Middle Level Commissioners were

sought.

The amendment was not moved and the House of Lords were not invited to take a decision on it.

The Environment Act received Royal Assent in November 2021.

However, the results of the Boards who provided a positive response is as follows:

For the removal of the Right To Connect 54%
Against the removal of the Right To Connect 23%
Neither for or against the Right To Connect 18%
Not an issue for the Board 5%

The discharge from sewers can cause several challenges including increased flood risk, pollution
and water quality issues, the solution to which is often at the rate payers’ expense. Unsurprisingly
the majority, but not all, of the Boards supporting the removal of the right either served or were

detrimentally affected by areas of urban development.

Of those Boards against the removal some only served small urban areas with a limited number of

sewers. Others served urban areas but only one received significant “benefit”.

The Board that neither opposes nor supports the removal served a significant urban area but the

remainder served a limited number of, or have no, adopted sewers within their catchments.

Other comments received expressed:

A. Concerns about the lack of investment and the need for improvement to the existing
adopted infrastructure and;

B. Suggested that the permission to connect should be on an approval basis so that it
can be controlled and any impacts managed and;

C. Required the Clerk to promote and lobby the Board’s position.
Some Boards are more rural whilst others feature a larger urban area. Similarly, a larger individual

Board may be predominantly rural but include a sub-catchment(s) which is largely, and increasingly,

an urban environment which has to accommodate the resultant flows.

F:\Admin\Word\march6th\mins\15/06/2023



Therefore, it is considered that it would be difficult to have a simple yes/no solution within a complex

system such as The Fens.

B. Anglian Water Drainage & Wastewater Management Plan (DWMP)

Draft DWMP
A more detailed review of the DWMP will be included in the updated version of the Strategic Planning
Consultation Responses document currently being prepared. However, it is considered appropriate

to include specific entries for the relevant WRCs of interest in the local area.

1. Draft DWMP Consultation

The draft DWMP document has been the subject of a consultation which provided an opportunity to

comment on the document and included the following specific points:

Groundwater infiltration & surface water removal

The problems associated with groundwater infiltration and surface water within the sewer system,
particularly within combined systems, are known and are a problem for all RMAs

involved. Particularly when the water table is high and/or during the winter months.

The removal of groundwater infiltration and surface water from the sewerage system, to reduce the
number of flood events, pollutions and storm overflow spills is considered to be an appropriate option

in the correct circumstances and location.

The question that will need to be resolved in these situations is where will the surface water go
instead? Most other surface water systems are approaching their finite capacity and will require the
installation of significant infrastructure to deal with the flows. Who will pay and be responsible for
this? Care will also need to be taken to ensure that flood risk is not being increased elsewhere within

the WRCs catchment for another RMA to deal with as a result.

As the approval and consent of other RMAs may also be required, prior detailed consultation with

the parties involved MUST be undertaken and agreed BEFORE work commences.

(NB: In respect of this document, infiltration refers to groundwater entering the sewer system which

increases hydraulic loadings and threatens wastewater treatment efficiency.)

Water level Management Solutions

The use of SuDS, wetlands and other green structures is considered to be an appropriate option in

the correct circumstances and location.
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The management of SuUDS and other water level management systems is an ongoing challenge for
many RMAs. Without suitable arrangements being imposed these could simply become potential
liabilities for the various rate/bill payers. Therefore, adequate arrangements MUST be made to
ensure that the long-term ownership funding, management and maintenance for the upkeep of any

green infrastructure, whether on or off site, in perpetuity is achieved.

Consideration also needs to be given to any restrictions upon maintenance of the drainage “facility”

due to the presence of protected habitats and species.

As the approval and consent of other RMAs may also be required, prior detailed consultation with
the parties involved MUST be undertaken and agreed BEFORE work commences.

Partnership Working

The Commissioners and associated Boards are prepared to work in partnership with the local
community, private and public partners to contribute to and deliver schemes for conservation,
navigation, water resources, water level & flood risk management where there is a mutual benefit to

the partners concerned.

However, to what extent they are prepared to contribute would be the subject of a decision for the

respective authority and this may vary dependent upon their views.
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Extracts from Anglian Water’s draft Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan showing
the results and proposed plans for March WRC

L3 water recycling Passed | Resilience

catchment population | population | population | RBCS risk score

Planning objective Stakeholder | Medium term | 2050 Strategy | Partnership

themes reviewed concerns/ strategy opportunities
comments identified
Escape from sewers Identified in FRMP.  Network - 25% surface Yes
WRC compliance Flood action group. Mixed water
Environment and Embankment strategies with removal.
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March WRC

This WRC currently serves a population of 21662. An increase in population across the catchment
of 4379 (20%) by 2050 was used in the BRAVA/RBCS process. Several concerns were raised
during the process and a mixed strategy has been proposed for the medium term. This is likely to
involve the removal of surface water from the combined system network, which has been the cause
of significant flooding during recent events, by utilising SuDS facilities. However, it is not certain
where these will be located given the dense urban environment or who will be responsible for these.

The longer term strategy is to remove 25% of surface water by 2050.
WRC Compliance
The quality of the discharge does not appear to be a cause for concern. However, members will be

aware of Natural England’s concerns about nutrients affecting the aquatic environment.

3. Storm Overflow Consultation

A consultation exercise on Storm Overflow Discharges was held during February. In view of the
concerns discussed above it was considered appropriate to consult all the administered Boards even
though many would not be directly affected.

The main means of providing a response was to provide answers to five specific questions and,
whilst responses were provided, in view of the nature of the matter; the responses received from the
Boards consulted and given that the issue is rising up the political agenda it was considered that a

more detailed and focused response was required.

The following are the headlines or a brief resume of the response:

A. Existing sewer systems and problems
1. The Right to Connect — As discussed elsewhere in this Report
2. Other issues — On going pollution problems, the surcharging of or high discharges during
or following high rainfall events, the lack of capacity within WRCs.

B. General
It is considered that all the current targets are too vague and will take too long to achieve any
meaningful results and that the consultation was not open and transparent as the locations of
the points of discharge are not readily identified within the document, therefore making it difficult

to provide a meaningful comment.

Advice was given that:

Most of our systems are pumped often remaining stationary for extended periods thus dilution

may not occur as expected; water is abstracted for various purposes — see High Priority Sites
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— Public Health below; the adverse impact on areas of interest including designated
environmental sites; and that no “compensation” is provided for having to receive, transfer

and dispose of the discharges from the overflows.

C. Storm Flow Technical Overview

High Priority Sites

1. Ecology
a. Environment targets

It is considered that these targets should apply to all sites not just high priority ones, with
solutions implemented much sooner than identified if the Government’s target of halting
biodiversity decline is to be achieved and the goals of the Water Framework Directive and
the 25 year environment plan are to be achieved.

b. Sensitive Inland Water
Reference was made to the proximity of trigger points.

2. Public Health
The document refers to Designated Shellfish Water and Designated Bathing Water as
trigger points which is understood, but it is not appreciated that vast quantities of water are
abstracted from Fenland water level management systems for agricultural use, whether this

is washing or irrigating crops for consumption within the food chain.

It was suggested that it would be prudent for the trigger points to be reviewed to include

those other items which could affect public health on a wider scale.

Potable Water
Reference was made concerning the use of excess water from both the Commissioners’
and surrounding systems to fill the proposed Fens Reservoir and the potential benefits of

improving water quality from the discharges into these watercourses.

3. Amenity
Emphasis is given to bathing waters but no reference is made to other wider but perhaps

smaller benefits on the Commissioners’ largely navigable systems and the disposal of
sewage into these watercourses may have an adverse impact on wider issues, for example,
tourism, angling etc or if these wider “costs” are considered when assessing the adverse

impacts of overflows on the local area.
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4., Assessing spill frequency

Event data Monitors
a. From a closer review it was identified that some of the discharges of interest including
Doddington, Nightlayers and Ramsey WRCs are not fitted with Event Data Monitors.

Therefore, it is not known how the number of spills can be fully assessed.

Event Duration Monitors will be installed on all of Anglian Water’s overflows during Asset
Management Plan (AMP) period 7 (2020-2025) and this will, hopefully, reduce the level
of uncertainty during AMP 8 (2025-2030) and AMP 9 (2030-2035) by producing “real’
data.

b. Rainfall target: Storm overflows will not be permitted to discharge above an average of
10 rainfall events per year by 2050 but this target should be more defined including
restriction on the duration of spills and the volume discharged. This may be difficult to
achieve. The Standard of Protection (SoP) provided, the use of “typical” rather than
excessive rainfall events and modelling of the various systems to identify potential
problem overflows rather than actual data — the number of spills, duration of the spills

etc was questioned.

Growth
The growth that has occurred in the last fifty years has contributed to the increased number
and length of spills and this will only become more severe as further growth continues unless

adequate steps are taken now to resolve these as a matter of urgency.

Climate Change

It would be appropriate for all RMAs to prepare for the worst-case scenario and there is an
aspiration to achieve this but this could be expensive, may prove unnecessary and wasteful
leading to criticism. It was suggested that the most economic and environmentally acceptable

standard should be achieved.

Screening

It would be beneficial to know where these initial overflows are located.

D. Storm Overflow Consultation

Performance Guide

It appears that priority is given to the number of spills rather than the length of time of the
discharge, the volume of flow being discharged or the cumulative effects of the overflows
due to their close proximity to each other.
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Preferred Plan
It would be beneficial if the “headlines” from assessments and guidance on suggested
solutions could be provided to identify and instigate any early engagement with the parties

concerned, for example, land owners, developers etc.

Customer Support

Reference was made in the document to continual engagement with customers but there
appears to be limited engagement with those RMA who have to receive the flows from the

storm overflows.

It was suggested that such engagement commences and both the Commissioners and
associated Boards look forward to continual engagement and transparency on storm

overflows and networks in the future.

E. Consultation Questionnaire
The answers to the questionnaire were generally included in the response, but in reply to the
guestion How confident are you that this strategy aligns with our Purpose? A very low
confidence comment was provided adding that some of the systems cannot be managed

without significant investment and improvement works being required on several networks.

F. Summary
Whilst it is pleasing that the issue of sewage overflows is being progressed this appears to

be primarily due to political pressure rather than at the instigation of the water industry.

There are concerns that priority will be given to resolving issues associated with storm
overflows rather than those existing problems associated with WRCs and associated

systems.

Greater transparency, early engagement and further discussions should be undertaken to
any issues related to adoptable sewer systems and storm overflows if the current problems

are to be resolved.
The final DWMP document is currently being prepared and is due to be published this spring.
C. Review for implementation of Schedule 3to The Flood and Water Management Act 2010

F&WMA

The Flood and Water Management Act (FWMA) details the provision of comprehensive flood

management to protect people, homes, and businesses. It is written to protect water supplies to the

consumer and helps safeguard community groups from unaffordable rises in surface water drainage
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charges. The Act introduces into law the concept of flood risk management as the preferred

approach rather than reliance on flood defences (existing or proposed) for protection of sites.

1. Schedule 3
Schedule 3 of the FWMA was introduced to establish a SuDS approving body (SAB) at the
county/unitary level for the regulation of new development and compliance with The Act. It
was intended that this Schedule would be introduced into law around 2015/2016, following
the original Act that achieved royal ascent in 2010 but this did not happen and Schedule 3

did not achieve approval due to concerns that it would restrict housing delivery and growth.

Instead, the government made amendments to the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) and associated Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) to stipulate those decisions on
planning applications relating to major developments (over 10 dwellings, or equivalent non-
residential developments) should ensure that SuDS are put in place, unless demonstrated
to be inappropriate. The Local Planning Authority (LPA) in consultation with the Lead Local
Flood Authority (LLFA) currently need to approve drainage schemes and ensure they are
appropriately maintained.

Currently the maintenance of a development typically falls under the responsibility of a
Private Maintenance Company (PMC) which is usually paid for using service charge
agreements with the owners of the new properties and often selling residential properties

as leasehold rather than freehold.

2. Review
In early December industry experts sent an open letter to the Prime Minister which “strongly

urged” the implementation of Schedule 3.

Following a review, DEFRA announced in January 2023, the government’s decision to
implement Schedule 3 which will provide a framework for the approval and adoption of high
guality SuDS and is expected to occur at a yet to be determined date in 2024. As a result,
the Government is giving consideration to how this will be implemented subject to final
decisions on scope, threshold and process whilst being mindful of the cumulative impact of
new regulatory burdens on the development sector and water industry. Defra recently
undertook a consultation survey with LPAs and LLFAs but not with IDBs and other relevant
parties. However, there are several issues and challenges that require resolution before

progressing further.

3. Changes to existing laws

The implementation of Schedule 3 will introduce some small changes to three existing laws.
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a) Building Act 1984
Section 59 which gives local authorities the power to request that sustainable
drainage systems in an unsatisfactory condition be renewed, repaired or cleansed is

to be amended.

Section 84 which stipulates that local authorities withhold the right to request that
impermeable surfaces around a building which do not allow for the satisfactory
drainage of its surface or subsoil be remedied requires amendment to specify that

surfaces need to remove water in a satisfactory manner.

b) New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
Section 63 will include a small change should Schedule 3 be enacted.

¢) Water Industry Act 1991
Section 106 to remove the right to connect. Following Schedule 3's commencement,
a person may only exercise this right if their drainage system was approved by an
SAB before construction and if a proposal for their drainage system to communicate
with a sewer was included in their application for approval.

The NPPF and the associated PPG will require amending to reflect any changes.

4. Implementation
Whilst there will be some changes to current procedures it is considered that there are
several potential benefits including better working practices, better integration with other
RMA, the removal of the automatic right to connect, potential revenue streams etc but
there are several potential problems that need to be resolved including funding
mechanisms; potential increased costs on the rate payer; lack of resources, skills and
capabilities; the need for more timely responses possibly taking staff members from other

work.

The proposal is the subject of on-going discussions and a meeting with the LLFAs and
other partners has been requested to discuss the issues in order to maximise any
opportunities and minimise any adverse impacts on both the Middle Level Commissioners
and the Boards to whom it provides a planning consultancy service.

These discussions will include, as a minimum:

a) The suggested change in surface water design practice, as discussed elsewhere in

this report.
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b) Ensuring that adequate arrangements are made for long term ownership funding,
management and maintenance arrangements for the upkeep of any water level and
flood risk management system, whether on or off site, in perpetuity including details
of the works to be carried out by the occupier/land owner, adopting authority, the
Management Company or other responsible person/authority, together with the costs

attached, are included in the “Homeowners Pack” and the Deed of Sale.

¢) The right to connect needs to be on an approval basis to ensure that it can be

controlled and any adverse impacts managed.

d) That any incurred costs on the rate payer are kept to a minimum.

Consulting Engineer

12 June 2023

March Sixth (315)\Reports\June 2023
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March Sixth DDC

Consulting Engineers’ Supplementary Report - April 2023

Improving Capital Delivery

Introduction

Since being in post | have been getting to grips with a number of things in the Engineering/Technical
Services Department. I've made a number of observations: officers are knowledgeable, dedicated
and committed to delivering a service to the Commissioners and IDBs; working in partnership with
the Environment Agency and local planning authorities/LLFAs is clearly evident; the operations team
do an excellent job managing water resources in an extremely complex system; our capital delivery
programme is growing as assets come to the end of design life; we have some significant changes
and challenges ahead (biodiversity net gain requirements, the climate emergency and Fens
Reservoir amongst others) which need careful planning and resourcing if we are to properly
represent members and local communities and secure the best outcomes for the catchment.

We have an increasing capital delivery programme, with a number of ongoing projects and many
identified for future delivery. | have identified areas where improvements are needed to deliver these
projects better and to improve communications between the consulting engineer and the Boards.

Resources

Staff in MLC’s Technical Services are currently stretched in terms of capacity and capability. There
is a significant lack of suitable people across the engineering and project delivery profession
generally, which impacts not only MLC's ability to recruit, but also the availability of consultant and
contractor resources.

As well as our services to IDBs, and the Bank Raising Scheme over the next 4-5 years, and delivery
of the pumping station refurbishment programme, there is an immediate need to provide resources
to support MLC input to developing plans for Anglian Water's Fens Reservoir. This will have a
significant and profound impact on water management in the catchment, and MLC officers need to
ensure we secure the very best outcomes for our Board members, ratepayers, customers and the
environment. We will be working very hard over the next 6 months to achieve this before the project
passes is next ‘gate’.

Now that MLC receives revenue through navigation licences, we have to ensure that we deliver on
the requirements set out in the Navigation Byelaws 2020. This is a work in progress, but again sets
additional demands on our internal resources and our ability to be proactive.

MLC were unsuccessful in recruiting a new planning engineer in 2022 and the existing team is under
continued pressure to resolve ongoing and new applications, let alone adequately accommodate
new demands. We are now looking at alternative resource solutions to support the wider engineering
department.
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IDB Projects

| am already aware of a number of projects that have been in progress for some time. There is lack
of a clear programme of delivery and/project management discipline for these; there are no specific
timescales and other agreed tolerances with the IDB as ‘client’, and this makes it difficult to plan and
prioritise resources and workloads.

I am compiling a programme of all the projects being delivered by MLC and determining the
resources needed to complete them. | will work with the Boards in question to progress delivery as
quickly and efficiently as possible.

For new project requests, | am implementing a simple process with a ‘Project Initiation Form’ to
capture key information and undertake an initial assessment of the project. | will prioritise work
requested based on urgency and availability of resources. Unless otherwise instructed by an IDB,
our default approach will be to seek to maximise FCRM Grant in Aid funding for eligible projects. |
will implement a process of reporting progress regularly to the Boards/key contacts. As part of this
process, I'll be asking each Board to agree how they delegate decision making, as projects can't be
effectively delivered when governed through annual meetings, and how we manage better, more
frequent, communications between the Boards’ delegates and officers in Technical Services.

| am looking at the possibility of ‘packaging’ some works together for delivery by consultants, e.g.
Pumping Station Refurbishment Projects rather than delivering each one individually. This has the
advantage of securing a team of suitable resources who can focus on the work and deliver it as
efficiently as possible (economies of scale). This will be a change of approach for individual IDBs
and will need further work to determine how we manage this approach practically when each Board
is its own individual entity with maybe a once per annum meeting. | hope to provide you with more
detail about this, and the benefits it will give the Boards, in the coming months.

It may take some time to deliver the backlog of projects, which in turn might delay the start of new
projects. However, I’'m hopeful my approach will eventually lead to a more effective and efficient
delivery process.

MLC Bank Raising Scheme

This is currently the largest IDB led project in the national flood investment programme and gives us
the opportunity to develop capacity and capability in the organisation and share best practice across
all our work. The scheme will be under the spot-light and have a focus from the Environment Agency
in terms of grant assurance.

Works are progressing on a number of fronts but were lacking leadership and direction and there
was no delivery programme. | have implemented some standard project management tools to
control, manage and deliver the project: An ‘exception report’ was raised to the Project Board/MLC
Executive Board outlining the existing situation and mitigation measures being put in place; A project
plan and outline programme is now in place; Clear project governance has been identified; A data
management plan is being drafted; Risks and issues are being identified; Project and delivery
manager resources have been appointed and they will start in April.

Most of the project work was being carried out by MLC staff putting a strain on their already stretched
ability to delivery other commitments, especially to the IDBs. The Technical Services team does not
currently have the capacity or capability to deliver major projects.

There was a lack of clarity around environmental impact and risk assessments for activities which
are considerably more than ‘business as usual.’

Resources are in place/are being identified to complete environmental impact assessment required

before wholescale desilting works can be undertaken, including significant input from the MLC
Environment Officer.
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The Independent Technical Advisor has prepared a scope for tender to secure a consultant to
develop outline design and prepare Full Business Case (for MLC Project Board approval). The
consultant will provide all technical input needed for developing and planning the project and
ensuring consents and approvals are identified and in place. MLC staff will continue to act in a lead
client capacity, providing their specific technical expertise and knowledge of the catchment as
necessary. | will lead the project as Project Executive, working closely with the Project and Delivery
Managers and providing regular updates to the Project Sponsor (Chief Executive) and MLC
Executive Committee.

MLC’s H&S advisor, Cope, visited and assessed the provisions in place and provided advice on
additional requirements. Risk assessments/methods statements are being developed for physical
work activities alongside a full review of the MLC H&S policies.

A Communications & Engagement team is in place and is planning engagement in parallel with Chief
Executive’s proposed MLC engagement and branding improvements.

A robust forecast of project costs needs developing. It is likely that the total project costs will exceed
the current approval limit of £23million from the Outline Business Case. There are also some risks
to the delivery programme that need to be investigated further and mitigated as necessary. All of
these will be considered in more detail over the next 6 months, appraised and included in the Full
Business Case, before the end of the financial year 2023/24.

Contractors are currently being identified for the various work phases: desilting; material import; bank
raising works and hard defences (including detailed design).

Consulting Engineer
5 April 2023

The Engineer reported that the issue of ‘oily water’ discharging at point 20 remains unresolved and
as these sections were to be machine cleansed this year, it was proposed to have the sediment tested
ahead of any works starting.

In response to Clir J French, the engineer confirmed that although there had been investigations
carried out, it had not been possible to identify the source.

The Vice-Chair reported that she had taken the matter up with Anglian Water, who were unable to
locate any records of ownership or of an easement being granted in that area. She further reported
that Anglian Water had inspected the pipeline by camera and traced its route to the Thorby Avenue
Industrial Estate and had confirmed that there was not any sewage within the pipeline, the sewage
system for the area discharging separately, to the south into the Hostmoor Estate.
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ClIr Miscandlon considered it important to also have the water tested and reported that other Drainage
Boards were encountering problems with underground pipework that Anglian Water were not aware
of.

The Vice-Chair reported that when the issue first arose, the Environment Agency had been contacted,
being the body responsible for water quality, but they were not interested as it appeared the material
was not sewage and the source couldn’t not be identified.

In response to the Engineer, Cllr French confirmed that the area of the Industrial Estate would be in
private ownership.

Cllr Miscandlon suggested that were it possible to identify the source of the pollution, it should be
reported to Environmental Health and Fenland District Council, who had a range of powers to deal
with such incidents.

The District Officer referred to the potential problems if the sediment was found to be contaminated
and members approved that if this was the case, then any additional costs should be funded from the
development charges account.

The District Officer reported on the failure of the main electrical supply to the pumping station, which
was eventually located as being a fault outside of the station compound, as a result of which UK
Power Networks had been responsible for the costs of all repairs and the temporary pumping facilities
required. He further reported that the refurbished flap valve was working well and had stopped the
problems of water seeping back onto the District, which should prove to be beneficial when pumping.

CllIr Miscandlon referred to issues with Drainage Boards enforcing their Byelaw access requirements
in relating to planning applications and that there are issues getting this information to the relevant
planning officer, without which, the Boards concerns cannot be raised against the application.

The Engineer referred to Fenland District Council having all Boards district systems on their GIS
information and queried if it was not possible for this to be picked up as part of the validation process.

CllIr Miscandlon reported that it was necessary for any concerns, particularly with regards to Byelaws
access, to be raised individually against the application and referred to a meeting next week between
members of Fenland District Council and the Middle Level Chief Executive, at which this, as well as
other issues, would be discussed.

The Vice-Chair referred to the outstanding Byelaw/Discharge consent issues concerning the
development at Thorby Avenue, March by Mr & Mrs Fink (MLC ref 128 & 134) and that these
outstanding issues needed resolving.

RESOLVED

) That the report be approved

i) a) For the Engineer to arrange for testing of the sediment downstream of point
20.

b) That, on receipt of the results from the testing, the Chair, Vice-Chair &
district officer be authorised to take any further action as they consider
necessary.

C) That the Commissioners be kept updated on the progress of this matter.

d) That, should the source of the pollution be found and the Commissioners

have incurred additional costs in dealing with contaminated sediment, the
Chair, Vice-Chair & District Officer be authorised to instigate legal action for
the recovery of these costs.
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iii) That the Engineer update the Chair, Vice-Chair & District Officer on the progress in
resolving the outstanding Byelaw/Discharge infringements at the development at
Thorby Avenue, March by Mr & Mrs Fink (MLC 128 & 134)

iv) That if the outstanding Byelaw/discharge issues from the development at Thorby
Avenue, March by Mr & Mrs Fink (MLC 128 & 134) have not been satisfactorily
resolved, the Commissioners approve legal action to be commenced to resolve any
outstanding byelaw matters and the collection of the agreed contribution for the
discharge form the site.

C.1076 Capital Improvement Programme

The Commissioners considered their future capital improvement programme, viz;
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March Sixth District Drainage Commissioners

PREVIOUS

FUTURE

2023124 | 2024125 | 2025126 | 2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 2029130 |2030/312031/32 | 2032133 ALL YEARS
Capital Improvement Programme (2023/2024) YEARS YEARS
PreYr 0 Year1 | Year2 | Year3 | Yeard | Year 5| Year6 | Year7 | Year8 | Year9 | Year 10 Post Tote?l
Year 10 [ Expenditure
Pumping station replacement 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Norwood p/s
Pumping station pumping and control equipment replacement 46 0.0 0.0 15.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 70.0 976
Pumping station automatic weedscreen cleaning equipmet 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 80.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 80.0
Pumping station Control building refurbishment/replacement 0 0 3.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.0
Pumping station compound/surrounds improvements 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0
Drainage Channels |Water control strauctures 2 14 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.7
Gravity outfall controls 2 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 29
8.7 25 3 15 0 10 10 88 0 0 0 70 207

Updated from engineers asset appraisal refresh
No submission on PAFS 2020
Programme to be updated following engineers appraisal

for capital grant submissions
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RESOLVED

That the Capital Programme be approved and kept under review.

C.1077 Environment Officer’s Report

The Commissioners considered and approved the Environment Officer report, viz;
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MIDDLE LEVEL OFFICES
85 WHITTLESEY ROAD

MIDDLE LEVEL

COMMISSIONERS MARCH
CAMBRIDGESHIRE
PE15 OAH
Telephone: 01354 602965
07977 068864 .
Email: sofi.lloyd@middlelevel.gov.uk . Sofi Ll(_)yd
Website: www.middlelevel.gov.uk Environment Officer

March 6th IDB

Environmental Update — June 2023

Introduction

As | took up post in mid-October, unfortunately | am not in a position to provide a full biodiversity action plan
update yet, but have compiled the following update of environmental activities and key points relevant to the
Board, which | hope you find useful.

| have been familiarising myself with the IDB area, its approaches and plans as well as | can, over winter, but
from now onwards | would like to plan some further visits to the IDB area to develop a much better
understanding of the area and your priorities, so will be in touch to do organise this. | look forward to working
with you to enhance any areas that we agree would be beneficial and feasible to do so.

1. Bank Raising Project

You will have been made aware of the Bank Raising Project and the work that is planned on the MLC
channels and banks within the district. The ecological considerations of the project are being dealt with
separately, outside of this report, along with the project update. However, should you have any questions
about the projects’ ecological considerations then do contact me directly and | will be happy to help.

2. Biodiversity Action Plan Review

The Biodiversity Action Plan has traditionally been the key document which sets out the IDBs’ planned
contributions towards conserving and enhancing biodiversity. Although the BAP remains vital, the objectives
are unlikely to be reached unless there is a process in place to ensure that the incremental steps that need
to be taken to achieve the BAP objectives are incorporated into regular operations and are reviewed
regularly. Otherwise, the BAP simply becomes a document that is reviewed once or twice a year. It is the
review of this vital process that | will be focussing on, rather than reviewing the objectives in the BAP,
because the objectives themselves still remain valid.

3. Process and Compliance Review

I am well into a thorough process and compliance review of all our environmental approaches across all
boards. This will help to ensure that IDBs are operating in line with all new legislative and regulatory
requirements, updated guidance and best practice, and are better prepared for any changes we expect to be
introduced in the next year. This will include the impacts and opportunities brought forward by the
Environment Act 2021, including biodiversity net gain and delivering biodiversity enhancement. The
outcomes of this review will feed into the BAP refresh for each IDB.

| also plan to review the currently-available pre-application environmental advice for consents and standard
responses with the planning office.

4. GIS System Development

To support the activities mentioned above, an improved environmental GIS system is being developed and
work is well underway to digitise all available environmental data. Lots of data exists due to all the good work
already undertaken by IDBs but it exists in different states in different places. There is also a great deal of
information held by the Local Environmental Records Centres, for which | am pleased to say, we now have a
contract in place to receive regularly. This will be a vital data source that we must consult when planning our
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work to help us identify any protected and priority species which may be impacted or enhanced by our work.
We are merging all these data sets to develop a more complete picture of what we have, in order to define
and preserve the baseline from which to progress. This, more complete picture is also necessary to enable
us to identify opportunities for environmental enhancement. Developing the GIS system this way will deliver
efficiencies in environmental data collection, analysis and reporting, allowing more time to undertake
practical conservation work on the ground. It will also enable us to share our data more easily with the local
environmental records centres, contributing to the understanding of the local and national status of many
species and help to raise the profile of the IDB and the valuable work they do to support biodiversity. You
can see an example of how some of the digitised data is coming together in the attached IDB map.

5. Environmental Screening Report (ESR)

We have developed the template for IDBs to complete when planning any ad hoc/non-routine works that will
“break ground” on the any of the banks. The information is needed in order to evidence that we have
correctly considered the ecological impacts of the work, and to identify opportunities for enhancement, as we
are mandated to do, by law. Activities for which the form would be relevant include bank reformation,
mooring construction, culverting, head walls, piling, filling in a ditch, moving an access culvert etc.

Only the first page needs completing by the IDB (not a lot of info needed) and the rest by me. | undertake the
assessment as far as possible, and then return the second part of the document to the IDB, setting out what
surveys etc. will be needed, if any. | may be able to undertake some of the practical surveys but in some
cases, an ecological consultant with a specialist licence may be needed. In some cases, there may not be a
need for any surveys and the recommendations will be that the work can proceed with some adaptions to the
proposed approach, such as altered timings or establishment of “no-work” buffers around sensitive areas.

When all desk and fieldwork is complete, the form is “signed off” from an ecological perspective, and
returned to the IDB with recommendations for the approaches to be taken. This means the IDB and the
operatives undertaking the work have full sight of the ecological constraints, mitigations and approaches
required to remain compliant. It is recommended that this form is completed and sent as early as possible to
prevent delays, even up to 1 year in advance of the proposed works. The form is available by emailing
sofi.lloyd@middlelevel.gov.uk and is also available from the MLC website.

6. Protected Species

a) Water Vole
As always, any work that plans to “break ground” on the any of the banks, so bank reformation, mooring
construction, culverting, head walls, piling etc, OR the removal of any marginal vegetation, please let me
know ASAP by completing the above ecological screening document so we can plan the appropriate
surveys and mitigations in plenty of time, to avoid any delays and ensure compliance with wildlife legislation.
This is particularly relevant for water voles. We know that there are some known, valuable water-vole ditches
in the district, and some which could be enhanced to better support the local population, but the accepted
approach is to always assume water voles are present in all ditches, and plan work around their assumed
presence, in order to avoid committing an offence in terms of wildlife legislation. There is a lot of good,
pragmatic and practical guidance on how to properly consider water voles during IDB works contained in the
Environmental Good Governance Guide for IDBs.

b) Badgers
A reminder that badgers and their setts are protected by law and care must be taken not to disturb setts
during routine channel management. Sett interference requires a licence under all circumstances. Please
contact us should you have any queries regarding activities taking place around any known badger sett.
Please also let me know asap if there are any setts which are presenting a flood risk due to any burrowing
which is destabilising banks etc. More detailed information and refresher training on approaches to be taken
around badger setts will be organised in the coming months. In the meantime, please refer to the relevant
chapter in the Environmental Good Governance Guide (available on the ADA website) for more detailed
information on badgers.
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c) Reptiles

Just a reminder that reptiles, particularly grass snakes will be found basking on south facing slopes or in
direct sun on reeds slopes this time of year. Operations should aim to move as slowly as possible to allow
them time to move away from the works area and to allow operatives a better chance of spotting them.
Cutting blades should be set as high as possible to minimise the risk of blade strikes. Clear egress routes
should be maintained to allow them to move into a safe area and out of harm’s way. Please report sightings
of any reptiles, all information is welcome so we can better understand population status and trends.

d) Birds
Please be reminded of the legislation around the disturbance of breeding birds, particularly when cutting
vegetation or bank-side trees, between March and September and where kingfishers are known to hunt.
Please see the relevant chapter in the Environmental Good Governance Guide (available on the ADA
website) to refresh your understanding of mitigation and survey requirements and get in touch should you
have any questions.

Barn owls
I have met with our barn owl conservation delivery partners and we had defined a schedule of checking and
refreshing barn owl boxes over winter but have unfortunately been unable to commence due to the
restrictions imposed by BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) due to avian flu. We continue to monitor the
guidance and act accordingly and have been able to commence some box checking by following strict
biosecurity measures. Please do let us know therefore if there are any boxes that you feel need some
maintenance ASAP so we can plan to visit them before the start of the breeding season. It is even more
important during these times that you please help us with the following:

e Tell us if you spot a box needing repair

o Tell us if you see a box being regularly visited in nesting season

o Tell us if you'd like a barn owl box

e Establish and maintain un-cropped field margins for foraging
| understand that you have at least one barn owl frequenting the area near Fenton Lode, so please keep an
eye on where it may be roosting, and we can monitor the nest if you believe there may be young in it.

Avian Flu
Avian Flu is now thankfully less of a risk now that temperatures are increasing and there are less avian
arrivals from overseas. However, please ensure that you are familiar with, and promote the knowledge of
the DEFRA guidelines on avian flu, in particular those for reporting suspected cases: Bird flu (avian
influenza): latest situation in England - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). If any dead birds are spotted, please do let
us know and either we can come and collect and dispose of them in a safe manner to minimise the risk of
the disease spreading to other wildlife, or we can arrange for the collection.

e) Mink & Water Voles
I am now part of the co-ordination team for the mink control strategy for the MLC area. The mink control
project has been hugely successful so the vision of full eradication of mink is becoming much closer to being
realised than was ever thought possible. A strategy refresh meeting took place on the 9t January where we
reviewed the data to date to help us devise an updated trapping regime for the coming months. The key
outcomes of which are that we are very much in need of further volunteers to respond to mink raft
activation alerts in the area. Any activation would need to be attended promptly within a few hours but the
need to respond is likely to be very occasional. Please let me know of any interest.

The following chart shows the number of mink caught each month, suggesting a declining population.
However there have been a number of mink caught in recent weeks, probably due to the breeding
season being underway and their increased travel to find a mate, so trapping is still very valuable and
reporting any sightings is key to ensure that traps are ideally placed.
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The following table shows the number of Mink caught in 2022 and their locations, compared to 62 mink
captures or kills in 2021.

Middle Level mink 2022_List
List of mink captures around the Middle Level in 2022

Animal Code Station/Location Date Sex
1 WRE(0761 Upwell & Qutwell: Laddus Drove holt 09 Jan 2022 Male
2 WRE(0789 11 Jan 2022 Unrecorded
3 WRE(0917 Stonea Bridge 24 Jan 2022 Female
4 WRE(0786 Ramsey: P5 Ramsey Hollow 24 Jan 2022 Female
5 WRE(0924 Welches Dam PS bridge SW side 10 Mar 2022 Male
6 WRE(0950 Conington Fen Bridge 13 Mar 2022 Female
7 WRE(0944 Ransonmoor: Staffurth's Bridge PS outfall, Old ... 16 Mar 2022 Male
8 WRE(0946 Ramsey Saint Mary's: Speed the Flough Bridge 17 Mar 2022 Male
9 WRE(0951 Twenty Foot, Coldham Bank 22 Mar 2022 Male
10 WRE(0957 Crooked Drain, Sutton Gault 05 Apr 2022 Female
11 WRE(0966 Crooked Drain, Sutton Gault 26 Apr 2022 Female
12 WRE(1046 Great Fen: Charterhouse Farm Bridge 16 Sep 2022 Female
13 WRE(1047 Woodwalton Fen: south 18 Sep 2022 Male
14 WRE(1081 Pingles Pit, Mepal B 21 Oct 2022 Female
15 WRE(1140 Welches Dam PS bridge SW side 27 Nov 2022 Unrecorded

This progress with mink control will positively impact on the abundance of water voles in the area. Previous
water vole survey data will be reviewed over winter and added to the GIS system and further surveys will be

planned to take place in spring and summer.

7. Invasive species

Please advise on the status of the Japanese Knotweed found near the pumping station and if the
prescribed management last year was successful.
When any non-native species (particularly the following) are spotted, please record the location using the

what3words app (what3words /// The simplest way to talk about location) if possible (if not postcode or grid

ref) and inform us ASAP. Useful identification guides and information can be found online at ID sheets »
NNSS (nonnativespecies.orq)

e Floating Pennywort

e Mink

e Himalayan Balsam
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e Parrot’s feather
e New Zealand pigmyweed (Australian swamp stonecrop - Crassula)

a) Floating Pennywort

Floating Pennywort continues to be an issue in other watercourses just outside the area, so we urge you to
remain vigilant, refresh your identification skills and act promptly by notifying us if you think you may have
spotted any in the districts drains. Strong adherence to biosecurity procedures is vital as per the boards
policy (available from the website).

There has been good progress in trialling the use of an imported weevil to control the plant so we hope that if
the success continues, it may be made available nationally at some point in the future.

b) Azolla

Previously reported as common across the IDB area. Please record and notify us as above of any instance.
There may be an opportunity to use an approved weevil to control badly affected stretches so please advise
if there are any particular areas of concern as there are only limited stocks of the weevils nationally so | will
have to apply early to be in with a chance of some of the stock.

c) Chinese Mitten Crabs

Chinese mitten crabs and their apparent rapidly increasing population continue to be a concern. There are
reports of some banks in some areas being damaged by their extensive burrowing but it is always difficult to
pin this on the crabs alone with there being so many other factors which affect the stability of banks.

We liaise closely with the EA and follow their lead with the management of this species and many others to
ensure that nothing we do contradicts their approach, regulation or legislation. Defra has no intention
currently of developing policy which would allow the crabs to be caught and removed for commercial or
conservation reasons. In particular there was some concern that they were found to carry a gill fluke in other
counties which had the potential of being transmitted to humans if they were to be consumed. As Defra isn'’t
planning to change their stance, the EA’s approach remains that any crabs which are caught as by-catch
must be killed on-site and not removed. The fishing for the crabs specifically is not lawful. There is no
recommended or authorised approach to deal with rising populations unfortunately. A commonly held view is
that removing mature individuals from the population creates a vacuum that immature individuals then tussle
to fill, driving greater movement within the local population and perhaps increased burrowing as a result.

We will continue to monitor the recommended approaches and will adapt ours promptly to follow when
necessary.

d) Turkish Crayfish

We have received reliable reports of the presence of Turkish crayfish in some MLC drains. Turkish Crayfish
are a schedule 9 listed species listed in the Wildlife & Countryside Act meaning that it is an offence to
release them or allow them to escape into the wild. Their impact is not widely understood but it is said that
that they are known to reside alongside Signal Crayfish, rather than displace them or be displaced by them.
Where populations of our native and protected white-clawed crayfish are still present, they are likely to
outcompete them but they do not carry crayfish plague which does impact native crayfish. There is no
evidence that Turkish crayfish burrow so it is unlikely that they would cause extensive damage to riverbanks
but they could reduce fishery profits by competing with fish for food, stealing baits or causing declines in fish
recruitment through loss of macrophyte habitat, according to the non-native species secretariat. Please be
vigilant and report sightings of the species and maintain strong biosecurity procedures. They can be
distinguished from other crayfish species by their long narrow claws, as shown in the pictures below.
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Turkish Crayfish
Claws: claws normally same colour as body but underside lightly
coloured. Fingers long, straight and narrow

White-clawed crayfish
Claws: are noticeably granular and are whitish to light pink on the
underside, never red.

American Signal Crayfish
Claws white or turquoise patch at junction between fixed and
moveable finger. Underside of claws are red.

If it is necessary to dispatch a Turkish crayfish, American signal crayfish, or any other non-native crayfish,
because it has been removed from the channel accidentally, please ensure that you are familiar with its
distinguishing features and can confidently tell it apart from particularly white clawed crayfish. This will
ensure no offence against a protected species occurs. There are very few records of the native white-clawed
crayfish remaining in the MLC area but care should still be taken and no assumption made. More information
can be found at: https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-native-species/information-portal/view/381

8. Fenland Flora Project
The long-running fenland flora project, headed up by botanist Jonathan Graham, to identify and record the
presence of rare, threatened and notable aquatic plants in the fens, is nearing completion. The results
highlight:
e There are lots of nationally significant aquatic plants in fens, many of which are only found in IDB
drains and are present because of the way the drain is being managed.
e Water quality is important for many aquatic plants and a good proportion of IDB drains have good
water quality.
e A summer-maintained water level is good for many plants.
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e Non-IDB field drains are important too so where possible, aim to always hold some water and cut
periodically.
The diagrams below show how the presence of 2 England red data plants that are frequent in local drains.

Whorled Water-milfoil Water-violet
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The plant location data will be added to the GIS system and made available so it can be reviewed ahead of
any planed works, and will be added to BAPs. The data will also be useful in identifying any opportunities to
enhance these valuable plant populations.

9. Environmental Stewardship.

You will most likely be aware that environmental stewardship schemes and farming subsidies are changing.
If you would like to discuss existing stewardship provisions within the district, or you or another rate payer is
thinking of applying for a stewardship agreement or establishing new stewardship measures, please do get
in touch.

10. Carbon & Climate

There are increasingly a number of low-carbon, sustainable alternatives available for many of the common
materials and equipment used in flood risk management, such as low-carbon concrete and steel, solar
powered mechanical and electrical equipment and coir roll for bank stabilisation. Please get in touch to
discuss any projects which involve these or similar materials or equipment to understand if any are suitable
for you to consider.

Last year ADA published a Carbon Accounting Guide for IDBs, which is available from their website. The
process of calculating carbon emissions does not have to be as complicated as some may think. If you have
reviewed the guide and would like some help to progress with calculating your carbon emissions, please get
in touch.

11. Paludiculture

| attended a workshop in Cambridge to discuss the progress of knowledge acquisition and trials around
growing commercial crops, associated with wetlands in lowland areas, where the water level has been raised
to reduce or eliminate CO2 emissions from degraded peat. This is known as paludiculture. This includes the
potential for receiving an income for carbon sequestration from such approaches. As you would expect,
there is a focus on the Cambridgeshire fens as a key area for development of this approach along with
Somerset, Lancashire and the Lincs fens. If you would like to know more about how this topic is progressing,
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would like to get involved in some trials or would like to have a go at growing a paludiculture crop such as
Typha latifolia (Bullrush or cattail) or Sphagnum moss yourself commercially, then please do get in touch.

12. Environmental Good Governance Guide for IDBs

| have a copy of the above guide, published by ADA last September, for each Chairman and District Officer
which | can hand to you when | visit if you don’t have a copy already. Until then, an on-line version is
available from_here and you can also request copies from ADA directly admin@ada.org.uk.
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C.1078 Pumping Station duties

Mr Hill reported that the Middle Level Commissioners pay award was 7.14%.
RESOLVED

) That T Alterton Esq continue as Pump Attendant to the Commissioners during the
ensuing year.

i) That the Commissioners agree that the sum of £800.00 be allowed for the provision of
pumping station duties for 2023/2024.

iii) That the payments increase annually inline with MLC pay award.

(NB) — Mr Alterton declared a financial interest when this item was discussed.

C.1079 State-aided Schemes

Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the District
and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the
Environment Agency.

RESOLVED

That no proposals be formulated at the present time.

C.1080 Environment Agency — Precept

Mr Hill reported that at the Anglian (Great Ouse) Regional Flood & Coastal Committee (RFCC)
determined that there were exceptional circumstances to consider on the agreed 2% increase on the
precepts on Internal Drainage Boards. The Committee voted for an additional 1% increase (reflecting
exceptional circumstances) above the agreed 2% for the year ending 31st March 2024 — total of a 3%
increase on the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards for the year ending 31st March 2024.

The precept for 2022/2023 was £1,153.

C.1081 Claims for Highland Water Contributions — Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991

Mr Hill reported that following his submission of claims for contributions the gross sum of £1,440.70
(inclusive of supervision) has been received from the Environment Agency (£1,711.46 representing
80% of the Commissioners’ estimated expenditure for the financial year 2022/23 less £270.76
overpaid in respect of the financial year 2021/22).

C.1082 Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscriptions

Mr Hill reported that ADA has increased subscriptions by 4.5% for 2022, from £571 to £597.

Mr Hill enquired about Fenland District Council being members of the Association of Drainage
Authorities and considered it important for the Council to be able to demonstrate its commitment to
land drainage by being part of the association. He referred to the works carried out by ADA in
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representing the industry and their success in helping secure additional financial support package for
15 local authorities most impacted by increases in special levy driven by increased energy costs. Clir
Miscandlon agreed to take a recommendation to Fenland District Council in support of the Councils
membership of ADA.

RESOLVED

That the requested ADA subscription for 2023 be paid.

C.1083 Health and Safety

Further to minute C.1053, the Chairman reported on the report received from Cope Safety
Management following their visit to the District on 5" January 2023, and the recommendation to
update the signage at the Pumping Station, viz;
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e Cope

SAFETY MANAGEMENT

Site Safety Inspection Record

March Sixth DDC SS1050123

Name of organisation:

Date of site visit

Address of inspected premises

Name of Advisor
Time of arrival at site:

Audit Name
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Complete
March Sixth DDC
05.01.2023 11:00 GMT

¢/o Grandford House,
Grandford Drove, Westry, PE15
0AA

Norwood Pumping Station
Simon Cross

05.01.2023 10:55 GMT

March Sixth DDC 551050123



Audit

An opening meeting was held with
Daniel West

Have there been any accidents since our last visit?

Have there been any new starters since our last visit?

1

Introduction. An opening meeting was held with Danlel prior to a site visit to Norwood pumping
station with the pump operator in attendance. It was reported that there have been no significant
changes since the previous visit. It was verbally confirmed that copies of the relevant risk
assessments and safe systems of work provided to Middle Level Commissioners have been
communicated to the Board.

2
Norwood Pumping Station.

* Electrical safety signage. It was pleasing to note that the hazard warning signage on the door to
the pumping station had been replaced,

* Site signage. It was observed that new signage has been displayed on the perimeter security
fence informing that fishing is not permitted, together with some contact and location detalls. Itis
understood that a programme of location signage replacement is underway by Middle Level
Commiissioners to ensure consistent information is being displayed at all locations such as hazards
on site, location name and details (eq, grid ref and ‘What Three Words' ) and emergency contact
details. Itis recommended that this is implemented at this location.

3

Pit Slacker, It was reported and observed that work is in progress to improve the accessibility and
edge protection at the pit slacker close to the pumping station loecation and used for controlling
wiater within the adjacent large pond. See photo 1 below.

Concrete steps and metal edge protection barriers have already been provided, awaited is an
improvement to the slacker boards to enable them to be adjusted accordingly by removing or
adding to the height and also a suitable platform to cover the enclosed ‘pit’. It should be ensured
that manual handling aspects of the activity are considered in the proposed improvements.

Photo 1
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Photographic Risk Assessment
Signature of person informed
Signature of person informed 1

Signature of person informed

Daniel West
05.01.2023 11:47 GMT

Advisor’'s signature

Simon Cross
05.01.2023 15:04 GMT

Departure time

Photographic Risk Assessments closed out during the visit.

No PRAs

Number of outstanding Photographic Risk Assessments

Photo 1
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RESOLVED

That the Engineer be authorised to update the signage at the Pumping Station in accordance
with the recommendations and to be consistent with the other IDB facilities.

C.1084 Contribution from Developer

Mr Hill reported that a contribution towards the cost of dealing with the increased flow or volume of
surface water run-off and treated effluent volume had been received.

C.1085 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board — 2021/2022

a) The Commissioners considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the
Annual Return for the year ended on the 31 March 2022, viz;
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March Sixth District Drainage Commissioners
Notice of conclusion of the audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Retumn for the year ended 31st March 2022

Sectons 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015 /234)

1 The Auct of acoounts for the March Sean District Dranage Commissionors
for the year ended 3151 March 2022 has been cormpieted and 1o acoounts have
been published.
2 mwwcwmummmw
any local govemment olector of the area of  March Sath District Drainage Commissioners
On appiication 10:

he Clerk

March Sixtn District Drainage Commissionars

85 Whittesey Road

March

PE150AH

between the hours of 900am and 4.00pm  on Mondays 1 Friceys
(exciuding pubiic holidays), when any 0ca elector may make copies

of he Annual Retum.
3muumqu¢-uummdn.cowwm
of he Annual Retum
tvwv—moy D C Thomas - Clerk fo the Commissioners
of Arnouncement: 200 September 2022
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22
We acknowledge as the members of:
MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respoct to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

1. We have put in place arrsngements for effective Snancel PrOparcd @3 ac0oWIng ststerwals n sccondance
maragemart during the year, srd for the preparation of with) the Acoourts and Ast Reguiatons.

T 20cownting stademmets, -

2 We martared an adoquate vystom of irntersal control mode Droper arTangerments end sccepled /egonaANy
NN Messsures designed 10 provent and cetect Paud v or safouarting Me pubdic movoy and recurces n
and cormuption and reviewed s eflectveness. As Aharpe.

3. We S0k af resscnable steps 1o asewrs curseives a3 only dore what & has ¥ legal powsr o 90 and hes

It 1here are 00 maters of actusl or potential complod with Proper Practices in doing so.

NON-Compiance with lewa. mgulstons ard Proper v

Practces that coud Pave a sgnécast fnarcal eflect

on the abilty of ths sulhonly 1o conduct s

tusness or manage ds fnasces 7 .

4. We provided proper oppomiunty during Pe year for Axing Me year pive al persons nteresind the opportaly fo
e exerone of elecions’ rights N accordance wih e v Mepect and a3k Questions adoul Ny s/hoty’s sccounts

J-’munmmww.

5. We cared oul an sssestment of the dtks facing thie Considered and Socamended P foencisl and otter risks I
auTrorily anc Ok KOIOpTate steps 10 manage those v 008 and Coal with e properly
rliaks, inchuding Pe Nroduction of Inermnal contrels endior
QORI NUrENoe cover where requined .

& We mantaned hioughout e year an sdequote and BTINGET € & COMPEtant person. Indepenert of e Sranchw
efactive systom of Nomal SUAE of the scosurting v controis and proceduros, 1o give an CLIECIVe YW On whelter
rocords ond contred systems. VIO CONtro Mmoot e needs of tve smader avthorty

7. We Dok spproprate action on all matiers resed i v re800rdod 10 matters brouph 10 B3 sffention by Mievraal and
n reports Nom intemal and exterral audit. Sowmal as

§ We CONIdered whamer any Ngsion, ixtdtes or dmckosnd evarytheng £ shoutd have absud €s Musress actuty
COMMUNENES, Ovents O Farsactions, ocouTng el GV (e year NAUDNg events faking piace sfier P year
cunng or aftor T yeirend, have » francidl mpact on v ond £ rolovart.

Dy suthorily anvd, whers SOpIpreos, Nive included Pem |
In he accountng statemerts, l |

B, (Fer local councis onty) Trust funds ncluding
ohartabio. In our capacity a3 he sole managing
UUstne we Sschamed owr scoountabiity
resporabities for the furd(s Jassets. ncluding
Mancil reportng and, # requred, nfependert
cxarnination or audt.

*Ploase provide explanations 10 the extemal audiior on 8 separate sheet for each No' response and describe how the
suthority will address the weaknesses identified. These shoots must be publshed with the Annual Governance Statement.

mdnudumm a7 a booy |
corporate, € i3 8 acie Mmermping Pusies of & ool
st or busts.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ot a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
mooting of the authority on: 8pproval was given:
oy Tune 2oz D ! R
and recorded as minute reference. Chairman
WWW MIDDLELEVEL.GOV.UK
meomm;ummmywmamrwa Pagedof 6

Local Coundils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22 for
MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

1. Batances brought Totsl balances and reserves af the beginning of the yeer
forwerd 84,703 75 a3 recorded i the fnanciel records. Valve must agree 10
Box 7 of previous yoor.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and 3| Total amount of precept (or for DS rates and levies)
Lewes 9.713‘ 9,713 receved or receadie in the year, Exchade any grants |
received. |
3. (+) Totadl other receipts Totsl Income or recepts as recorded in the cashbook less
2.4601 270 the precept or ratesevins received (Ine 2). include any
grants reconed.
4.(-) Sta¥ costs Total expenditure or payments made 1o and on behal
0 0 of ol employses. Include gross sakarkes and wages,
amployers NI contnbutions, employers pension
Contdutions, graluties and severance payments.
5. (-) Loan imerest/capital Total expendiure or payments of capttal and interoat
repayments 0 0 mace curing the yoar on the authority’s borrowings (¥ any)
6. () All other payments wWarWuwhueuﬂ
210 13,123 book less st costs (Ine 4) and loan interesticapitel
repsyments (Wne 5) -
7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and resorvos af the end of the yoor. Must
trward 75.0081 n.nq QU (14243) - (44548).
[ 8. Total volue of cash and lmmdfdwmwmmm
| thort term nvestments 80,168 76, holdings and short lerm investments held as ot 31 March - |
| To agree with bank reconcifiation. = |
9. Total ficed assets plus The value of afl #w propenty the authorlly owns — If is made
I::hmw 544,700 544,700 :dduumwmunhmn-uu
assets March.
10. Total borowings The outstending Capital balance as af 31 March of afl krs
0 0 trom twd pardies naiuding PWLS) ,
11. (For Local Coundils Ony) The Council. a¢ 8 body corporate, acts as soio trustoe for |
Disclosure nots re Trust funds and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets. |
(Inchuding charitsbie) N.B. The figures in the accounting stafements above ¢ f
— nat inchede any Trust transactions

| cortify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting | | confiem that these Accounting Statements were
Statements In this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date:
Retumn have been prepared on either a receipts and payments '6& 5““‘ 1022.

Practitioners’ Guide 10 Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial postion of this a “w'""""""'zm"z S
Signed by Responsible F being ‘ . E

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting

- e %Zo?—t mmw

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 2021/22 Form 3 Pago 50of 6
Local Councils, internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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Section 3 ~ External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
in respect of MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS -~ DB00SO

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
wmw-mwwmam-ummuuuwmummmmu
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit cammied out In accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence & does not provide the same level of assurance that
mhmmmmeu(mmmm-mmummmwwau
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending,

Under a imited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
mwmnmmwwmmmmmwumwmmm
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is avalable from the NAD websiie —

This authority is responsible for ensuring that is financial manegement Is adequate and effective and that It has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountablity Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022, and
-mmmmmmmmumwwwmwmeusm
audtors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22
Somn T 1o s ACAR 1 cccosance Pt rachces 8 s R W o o o s o e B e

relevant woisielion and reguiatony reQrsrTents beve not baen met

Otfer matiers not AeCting OUF CPNION WHICH W Craw 1 The Elertion of P autrorey”
Mire

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22
We certffy that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
memwmmmmmwmnwmmhwmmm

March 2022.
Extemsl Audior Sgnanse H#eur” /C%,_Mr’ o 12002022

'mmwmmwbmmmumuumnﬁ-hmmm
AGND2. The AGN is avalabie from the NAC wabsite (www.n80.ong.uk)

Aevvial Oovermance nd Accouablity Rebam ST Foms L . YT L
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b) The Commissioners considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor
for the year ended on the 31% March 2022, viz;

“’ h.t.
Chartered Accountants gm
The Oid School House. Dartford Road
March, Cambeidpeshire, PETS BASL
t 01354657234

€ Marchpwhitingslip co uk

w whitingsllp co

BB/NMNOS3
11 October 2022

Nessrs. D Thomas, R Hill and S Ablett
Middle Level Offices

85 Whittlesey Road

March

Cambs

PE1S 0AH

Dear Messrs. D Thomas, R. Hill, and S Ablett,
MLC administered Internal Drainage Boards - Internal Audit 2021-2022

mmwawmnmammtuwvmmmlmwmmﬁmmw
the Middie Level Commissioners officers for the year ended 31 March 2022, we are pleased to provide
you with the following recommendations to be considered for implementation. We have included
some general points and some points which are related to specific boards.

General points
1. Asset Valuations and Insurances

It Is noted that, whilst a large proportion of boards took the option to revalue for insurance
purposes their pumping station and residential assets during recent years, there are still some
boards that have not followed suit. We have seen elsewhere that such revaluations have
mhmrenltedhslgnukmtumshvahn.mmmwewamtuuw
remaining boards that have yel to carry out such an exercise do so at the earliest
convenience. Should a pumping station or residential property require a complete rebuild
ldewamammm.mmenmmm«bewwu
given today's prices which may lead to a shortfall in funds which have to be met by surplus
funds.

WQmarecmeMtMthmmdspecukhfmmmthecomaryw
need for earlier review, that a revaluation exercise be performed for insurance purposes at
mnmsymmdlma)uaoudmThbhao«buylawun(umwslﬂﬂm
increase in material and labour costs seen in recent times as a result of rising inflation and
Uobdmteruwnmv«wmptmwmumwauemam
mmmtuiwmwhm:ltmm'mrdmmwwwgw
that all boards agree to this proposal.

L R T A0 PRALTV L Mabaidn

o Y @ ey el & tegont @

BURY AT 1DMUNDS e NS Ly AR M DENKAL LARE LT -t BT LR vy ST NLOTS MO
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1. Asset Valuations and Insurances - Continued

Client comment:

While we have put it to Boards to review pumping station valuations for insurance purposes,
as separate stotutory cuthorities It Is up to each Board to review and approve what they
consider to be an appropriate voluation and your point concerning possible under-insured
amounts having to be funded directly by the Board following an event has been highlighted
previously. A number of Boards have previously approved to index link valuations and we
will be asking all Boords to consider this during the 2023 meetings, along with consideration
of current valuations. This is an area alrecdy progrommed to be reviewed every five yeors
and hopefully with indexing we may not require such individual voluations going forward.,

2. Employee Benefits - Vehicle Usage

In 2020 a high level tax case was brought by HM Revenue & Customs against Coca-Cola
European Partners Great Britain Limited relating to vehicles provided to employees of Coca-
Cola and whether these ‘dual purpose’ vehicles should be classed as a van or a car for benefit-
in-kind (BIK) and other taxation purposes. Typical example of such a vehicle being a double-
cab pickup as operated by some boards. The Court of Appeal ruled in favour of HMRC and,
as a result HMRC are now reminding employers of the Importance to ensure that they have
classified their vehicles correctly and as a result we would advise that this matter is kept
under review both now and into the future to mitigate the risk of an unexpected tax bill
arising. We would advise that this is considered across all boards going forward if this is not
being taken into account already.

Client comment;

We are oware of the case and potentiol implications to employees of classification of
vehicles. Generolly, we do not make changes concerning odditional passenger/load
capabilities to that of the original manufacturer’s specification, which are relied upon
clongside the HMRC guidance when designating vehicles for taxation/benefits in kind.
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3. Provisions

We are pleased to note that, in the main; provisions for amounts owing to and owed from
applicable boards, are being monitored and written back should the undertying potential
asset/liability be extinguished. There are still odd cases where provisions are “brought
forward and carried forward™ that relate in excess of the standard life of debt, being 6 years.
On review In some cases whilst the underlying rationale of these balances are reasonable,
we would question whether payments could still be enforced if chased, aside from in relation
to development contributions. As such we would encourage continued review of provisions
as a whole, with special consideration being made to aged provisions that have existed for a
number of years and ideally the rationale being documented in the accounts pack provided
Lo us as part of the internal audit

We would also recommend that any such old debts or provisions (apart from development
contribution provisions), say over 3 years old, be presented at the Board meeting annually
and approved.

Client comment:

As part of the year end accounting procedures, provisions/balances are looked ot on on
individual basls and decisions made on relevance as to retain or to write back.
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4. Budget figures

We note that Budget figures are prepared annually in advance, but we note these are not
updated in the late Autumn even when notable variances may have occurred for various
factors. Whilst not necessary to do so for all boards, we suggest that Chairmen of individual
Gardsmmwmnytommmmm«thehmmmfam
nmkwdwywmmotommumqfedummemm
circumstances to date or anticipated.

Theb\masmthnveb«omlorzozzlnyeumynmcobonmmm
year due to the significant cost increases that are currently well publicised in the media,
most notably in relation to the cost of gas and electricity as a result of the ongoing conflict
between Russia and Ukraine.

Client comment;

As part of the finance regulations, we are required to carry out ¢ budget monitoring exercise
during the course of the yeor. For those Boards that have a relevant meeting, this Is
reviewed by the Board ct their cutumn/winter meeting. For all other Boards the monitoring
cmhtmedaacmmolmeym.ot(mmmcnn}odlyolm
drain maintenance works have been completed, os would be any planned maintenance works
at pumping stations. The expenditure to-date Is then forecast to the end of the financlal
maucawfd(otmwwmmuymMthvchdnmnlontmw.Dcpmrlng
Mthommo!dnmamaingmdtpmdsmmnbmuwmf
to hold an emergency meeting. However, it Is likely that if there were an extroordinary
event the Board would be aware “in real time™ and appropriate action token at that point.
It is not policy to update budgets depending on levels of expenditure but to use these as
comparative to analyse variances of octuol expenditure ogainst.
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5. Surplus Funds

It 15 noted a number of IDB"s hold significant cash reserves, with inflation now being at a 40
year high, all 1D8’s need to consider investing thelr surplus funds, in order to achieve greater
retumn on public funds and to ensure value for money principles are observed and cash asset
values are not eroded overtime. We appreciate that in recent years interest rates would have
made such an exercise unfruitful when taking Into account the assoclated admin cost involved
in such an undertaking. However, with the Bank of England now increasing interest rates to
combat rising inflation in the UK, we would advise that this is now an opportune time to
conduct such an exercise,

Client comment:

We have previously made arrengements with our bankers concerning the costs for the
provision of banking services and interest which when added together more than covered
the costs associated with monthly/quarterly odministration costs in transferring funds. As
mentioned, interest rates in recent years hove been negligible and as responsible public
cuthorities we need to maintain coution as to where funds may be deposited - the generol
principle of the higher the reward the higher the risk applies. During this pertod we did re-
negotiote owr banking arrangements and maintained the cost benefit in relation to the
provision of banking services. Although It Is correct that the Bank of England is increasing
Interest rates to combat Inflation, rates will not match/keep pace with (current) inflation
and with the current spiralling fuel costs we olso need to ensure Boords have sufficient
liquidity to meet ongoing operational expenditure. We have plomed meetings with our
bankers when this will be discussed further as well as looking at possible olternative places
for longer term investments.
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6. Rental of Land

It was previously noted that some IDB's were renting out land to tenants for less than market
nmmmtmsmurmmmenwemmommmmm
applied.

We are happy to note that some ID8's have Increased the rental values of land to market
rates, although there are still some IDB's where the rental value is significantly below market
value and we advise that the market values are increased for these boards to ensure value
for money principles are applied going forwards.

Client comment;

Bocrds which have lond holding for rent generally review rents in occordance with tenancy
agreements and use local lond agents for guidance. A number of Boards have small holdings
ollmdwhkharﬂ«atrMor«nMaMtohmtmwudymmmm
as they are not necessarily commerciolly viable. A number of Boards have slamp lond, which
connot be considered the same as general agricultural land for rental purposes. All Boards
look to get the best rents ovailable, but these are relevant to the size and type of lond being
let.
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Conington & Holme 1DB

We note that the pumping station owned by the board Is insured at less than the latest
revaluation amount, see below;

Insured value 610,000

Latest revaluation 685,630

Underinsured 75,630

We understand that the board took the conscious decision not to uplift the insurance value
in line with the revaluation figure suggested by the engineer. As already highlighted above,
should any significant event occur, such as a major fire, resulting in the need to reinstate
the asset In full, the board run the risk of the shortfall which would require the use of surplus
balances to cover the resulting deficit in funds. We would therefore strongly recommend that
the board consider increasing the insured value to the revaluation figure.

Client comment;

Although as previously mentioned these points will be raised as agenda items your comments
and recommendations will also be considered when reviewing the internol audit report.
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wummmumuwmm-mmumw

umwmsmkumwm:muammwwuwm
108 and the creditor held in Hundred of Wisbech IDB.

Waldersey IDB - Debtor 25,936.95%
Hundred of Wisbech 1D8 - Creditor 25,500
Difference 436.95

We are pleased to note that this difference Is Insignificant for the current year. The
aumemmwunnmam«dwmmmwwm
Waldersey 108, leading to a provision being required in the former’s books in the absence of
more accurate information being available. The difference is adjusted in the following year's
Accounts for Hundred of Wisbech but in the short term could be considered slightly
misleading.

We note that there have been discussions to potentially amalgamate the two boards, this
would eradicate the anomaly. However, in the absence of this, we wonder whether there is
scope to bring the meetings and account preparation periods in line to address this issue.

Client comment:

These costs relate to the contribution for the costs of the shared pumping Jocility ond at
WUndmmolwmemmuaMMMnmmﬂm
concerning potentiol changes to the contribution as a result of changes in land use. A new
proposal had been put forward which was broadly approved by both Boards.

There are no current plans to change meeting dotes so as one set of occounts Is finalised
before the other there Is likely to remain creditor/debtor position In both sets of accounts
olthough now that all older bolances have been cleared, any in-year bolance should be
cleared, generolly a year in arrears.
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March East IDB

mmrmnmwmmmnemmamm'summ
not authorised during the year, the amounts charged by the attendant are similar 1o the
mmmnedtomemmuaocwqremummwm
district. We understand that this arrangement has been agreed at board level to ensure
that the individual Is not financially penalised in carrying out their duties for the board.
However, this treatment appears to be at odds with the amount charged being
disproportionate when compared to other IDB's that we have audited. We would advise
that these amounts most certainly should be authorised to ensure adequate controls are
maintained over the purchase function and we would also question how HMRC would
interpret the arrangement should they carry out any follow up review in the future.
Client comment;
Follmarmmunprmﬂnmddmrmuwmym!mmw
in-line with current guidance from HMRC. At the same time the volue of the attendent’s
services was re-appraised. These reviews were approved by the Board. There were no
changes proposed for 2022 so the original resolution remalned unchanged. However, we

agree with your comments and both areos will be considered annually as separate agenda
items.

F:\Admin\Word\march6th\mins\15/06/2023



March Sixth DDC

During the course of our audit we noted that the 2021/22 public rights notice had not been
published on the website, we are pleased to note that following notification of this fact the
notice was promptly uploaded. We are satisfied that this is an isolated incident but would
remind all boards of their obligation to comply with the requirements in this area and to
ensure that all relevant documents are published In a timely manner,

Client comment;

Every effort is made to update the relevont poges of all authorities In an efficient and
timely manner and In accordence with the regulations. It should be noted that as well as
display on the website, notices are also displayed In paper format withing the District.

Your comment Is noted and procedures will be amended concerning this for the future.

We take this opportunity to thank your staff involved in our audit for their assistance and
Cooperation in achleving substantial completion by the stated target deadlines. We trust that the
engagement team have not caused significant disruption during the execution of their procedures.

Yours sincerely,
i/ A .’/—.‘7: T

Whitings LLP
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C.1086 Appointment of Internal Auditor

Mr Hill reported that following the conclusion of tendering Whitings LLP have been appointed as

internal auditor for a five-year period commencing 1% April 2023 (financial years 2023/24 to
2027/28), viz;

‘“’5 . | middle level
\4}, )/ | commissioners

Internal Audit Tender Proposal to

Internal Drainage Boards and District Drainage
Commissioners under the administration of the
Middle Level Commissioners

November 2022

Whitings

Chantered ACcountants
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Executive Summary
Whitings LLP are a regional firm of Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers, based in 11
locations throughout East Anglia.

The firm has broad range of experience In dealing with intermal and extermal audits, serving
a range of local organisations cperating with the private and public sector.

On review of your invitation to tender we understand that the following requirements need
10 be met:

o Subject the financial statements to intermal asudit In accordance with statutory
requirements.,

o Upon conclusion of the internal audit prepare of a management letter to the board
detafting any deficiencies in the intermal systems, recommending improvernents in
addition to communicating whether in our apinion the arganisation are ensuring value
for money 15 being achieved.,

o Completicn of the Intermal Audit Report within the Annual Governance and
Accountablity Return

We havwe had the pleasure as serving as your Intermal auditors for several years and have
demonstrated our abdlity to maet the statutory deadlines set. We will strive to deltver this
whilst also providing the following benefits:

Eraurng staff continunty from year to year

o  Quoting and sticking to an agreed foe for the duration of the five year appomtment

o Pronding a comprehensive and personable service, bullding on the strong working
relationshvips that we already have with your organisation

o Pro-active in our approach to the engagement, seeking out warys Lo streamiine the
intermal audit process to eraure minimal disruption to your day-to-day operations

Our fees for the first year ended 31 March 2024, excluding VAT, will be £21,250 (exc. VAT)
for the Internal Drainage Boards and Destrict Drainage Commissioners administered by the
Middle Level Commissioners, a detailed breakdown of our fee structure for the five year
2ppointment can be found on page 10 of this document.

Our clients rightly demand a service that prowvides high quality, speciatist expertise,
timeliness and cost effectiveness combined with local knowledge, an appreciation of local
Ferdand crcumstances and district noods. Whitings LLP, having been establizhed in the local
area since 1928, have 8 proven track record of being able 1o meet these demands and
Continue to review and develop its business practices to ensure that this remains the case for

marry yeoars Lo come,
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Your utrements

You have asked us to quote for providing the following services for the Internal Dranage
Boards and District Drainage Commissioners administered by the Middie Level Commissioners:

o Subject the financial statements to intermal sudit in accordance with statutory
roquirements.,

e Upon conclusion of the internal audit prepare of 3 management letter to the board
detailing ary deficiencies in the internal systems, recommending improvements in
addition to communicating whether In our apinion the arganisation are ensuring value
for money 1s being achieved,

o Completion of the Intermal Audit Report within the Annusl Governance and
Accountablity Return

In order to cbtain best value fram our service, 1t Is essential that our audit work Is directed
towards areas of greatest risk. You have indicated that you will maintain the accounting
records, presenting our firm with accurate completed financial statements together with
relevant and supporting schedules and reconciiations as required in a tmely fashion.

The first accounts to be internally audted shall be for the year endad 31 March 2024. We will

Dé able 10 carry out our wark on these In accardance with your completion timetable which
we provisionally understand to be 30 Juns 2024,
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Qur Audit Approach

Before the boards’ year end, we would anticipate a pre-planning meeting between the asudit
team and members of the Mdde Level Commissioners” finance team. At this meeting various
formalities such as the Umirg of our procedures will be agreed, together with the
identification of key audit areas. We would also at this stage confirm cur understanding of
the company’s asccounting systems and structure of internal controls.

This enables us to adopt an efficient and structured approach to risk assessment, analytical
apprasal of results and the talloring of audit testing to ensure that your accounts comply
with 2l relevant legislation and reguiations. The below intermal sudit strategy has been
destgnad to be a high level statement of how our audit approach will be delttvered and
developed during the proposed engagement period.

Internal audit 15 an ndependent, cbjective assurance and pro-active conmiting services
designed Lo add value and improve the Board™s operations. It provides an independent and
abjective apinion 1o the Board on the control enviranment that compeises risk management,
control and governance.

All Internal audit work will be undertaken with due regard to the requirements of Regulation
& of the Accounts and Audit Regulations having cognition of the Practricners Guide.

It covers aspects of all financial systems annually, rather than just on a strict 3 year
cyctical bass which Is a falrly common Altermative for Internal Audit functions. The plan &
for mendmal “systems review” days as the financial systems are undertaken on 8 common
basis due to the administration of the boards by the Wdadie Level Commissioners, 50 using a
rsk based audnt approach these only require to be audited on a sample bass across the
D85 on an anewal basts, The normal level of both System confirmation and Transaction
testing 15 321 1o ensure that some transactions of all indrdual boards within the Middie
Lovel Commissioners’ administered e are cowrad each year such as will be appropriate
to the Board's level of activity and/or strength of assessed mternal controls; nonetheless
all Boards witl be cowered in all areas across a 3 ywar period.

Even o, where issues are identified , major intemal control systems/perscened changes
occur , or prodlems are encountered in conduct or results of the mternal audt then the

scheduled rota may be amended on year by year basis,

In addition, substantial work Is carried each year on every Board on certain areas to ensure
compliance and correctness of the Annusl Return form,
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The following st summanses the main work done and frequency, taking into account the
objectives st ot in the Annual Internal Audit Report within the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return:
A -Return, Accounts & Completion (Annually)

Erure 1D8/00C cashbook kept up to date

Ersure that monthly bark reconclliations are carried out

Check that verification of bank reconciliations has boon carmied ot

Ensure that the anrwal retumn and accounting record opening and comparative
figures agree Lo prior years records

Ersure that figures stated on the annual return agree to underlying accounting
records

Checkng casting and arithmetic of schedules

Review variance report and rwestigate reasons excessive varances

Ermure that the 0B/DOC publishes Information on a free to access
website/webpage up to date at the time of the internal audit

Ersure that the 10B/DOC has complied with the publication requirements as set
out In the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015

8 - Purchases (Cyclically)

Ersure that the IDB/POC has complied with its financial regulations and these
a0 revviowed with sutficient regularity by the board

Check proper purchase authority 5 recorded by the board in relation to
108/0DC payments

Carry ot walkthrough testing in relation to IDB/DOC purchase system
Agreoment of purchase ledger balances to trial balance

Ereurrg payment of prncipal and interest in respect of loars 15 n accordance
with agreed terms

Confirm list of payments issued agrees to minutes

Ercure that ndividual purchases are authorised by a relevant person
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C - Minutes, Yalue for Money, Risk Management, Ethical Standard and

Sustainability (Annually)
Minutes

Review of minutes 1o chedck that risks relating to the boards are discussed
Ercure that a formal risk assessment 15 carried out by the board

Review the budget setting process

Review minutes for unusual or extraordinary activities

Check insurance review

Yalue for Maney

¢ Erewre that value for money principles are being observed
¢  Ootan relevant tenders for capital purchases to ensure VEM principles are
being considered.

Risk Managerment

*  Ercure that the boards risk register Is kept up to date and adequately covers
potential areas of sk facng the board.

*  Eroure that risk factors are Laken into account in the board's decision making
and implementation processes

Ethicol Standards and Sustainability

*  Erowre that decisions are made in an ethical manner by the board, bearing in
mind emironmental and other socioeconomic clrumstances/ responsdilities
within the local community,

*  Eroure that ethics 15 taken Into account within the boards defined policies

*  Erosure that long Lerm sustainability is being taken into account in operational
decsions.,

D - Budget and Variance Analysts (Cyclically)
Review variance analysis issued by the board
Check that progress agawrst budgets are regularty monitored

Check that budgets are used for determining rates for the following year
Review accruals for reasonableness and completeness

€ - Sales (Cyclicalty)
*  Perform walithrough testing on the 10B/DOC rates system, including the
treatment of special levies
¢ Review any rates write offs and ensure recetved board approval
*  Perform walkthrough testing of other sales made by 1ID8/00Cs
*  Review minutes 10 ensure sl expected other income has been received and
Darked

6

W
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F - Petty Cash (Cyclically)

*  Not applicable at present, no petty cash function for arvy 108/0DCs currently

administered,

G - Wages (Cyclscalty)

*  Performance of wages walkthrough
Ercure that ashorisation granted for overtime pald
Review of P11Ds (where applicable)

Ersure that non-pay rolled staff have been correctly taxed

asthorised within the minutes by the board

H - Assets (Cyclically)
*  Vouch additions and review sales of fixed assets in the year
*  Ercure assets are adequately covered by IDB/DOC wnsurance policies

Confirm Contractar @xpansas 1o ¥rvolces and that pay rates and payments are

* Eroure that asset movements » the year are reasonable and consistent with

prior years

*  Review Moed assets for indicators of impairment, both through physical review

and by reference to the minutes

| - Bank (Annually)

*  Eroure that regular reconciliations have ocoured in the year and that these

are reviowed by a senlor individual within the finance department

* Recalculation of mterim and year end bank reconciliations, ensuring clearance
of ary outstanding payments or lodgements following the reconciliation date
* Ercure that cashbook entries are based on transactions as made rather than

in order of appearance on the bank statements

* Consideration of treasury management, including returns where significant

bark balances are held by 08/00Cs
J - Trial Balance & Nominal (Cyclically)

*  Eraure Opera trial balance transferred to the accounts comrectly
*  Scrutinise creditors, accruals, debtors and prepayments

*  Mdentify arvy transactions that are hedd within the audited figures that relate

1o prior or future poriods

*  Review and scruting of adjustment jourmals posting during the year and as part

of the yeor end accounts process

All financial systems are to be documented and reviewed on an armusl basts Lo provide the
roquired loved of assurance. 'Where appropriate probity audit wark will be undertaken and

the propriety, accuracy and recording of transactions sample tested.

W
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In addition to the mam work camed out on each board, the below areas are also considered
10 be valuable components In delivering a high quality and well.roundad intermal audit
wervice.

Consultancy and Advice

Intermal Audit will be avallable to asset the Board with control or operational Issues.
During the year there might be emerging risks o issues that need an independent view or
review.  In adation, internal audit will be pro-active with suggestions and advice to
management from information gained through experience, other organisations and
networking groups.

Anti-fraud, Bribery and Corruption

Internal Audit will be pro-active In counter fraud work.  Although 1t &5 not a function of
Internal Audit Lo detect fraud, bribery and corruption (this is a resporsibility of management
and good system control) work will be undertaken to help ensure there are adequate systems
and procedures to highlight potential instances.

Value for Money (VFM), Risk Management, Ethical Standards and Sustainability

As a part of the mternal sudit review, systems and controls established by management to
secure VM, risk management, ethical standards and sustainability will be examined and
evaluated. Matters of an overall nature are also addressed within the annual work
programme. Auditors may initiate, conduct or participate additionally In spacial reviews in
these areas where need arises.

The above covers Boards administered throughout the year by MLC but where a new Board is
added to the group admindstration facility, a special additianal / fuller review will occur In
the first year of involvement.

At the completion of each audit a report will be produced and released to the Middle Level
Commissioners for Gistribation 1o the Boards. This repart details the terms of reference and
wope of the audit, findings, recommendations and a management action plan.  An executive
summary that Includes an aud opinion on controls will atso be Included.

An annual intermal audit report shall be produced to the Board 1o provide an overall opinion
on controls and detad the audit work for the year.
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About Whitings LLP

Whitings LLP are a regional fam of Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers. At the time
of writing, the firm has 12 partners and 7 associates who are supparted by approximately 165
staff. The firm operates from 11 offices within the East Anglia counties of
Norfolk and Suffoll. 'We are registered by the Institute of Chartered MWSh&m
& Wales to undertake audit work.

Due to the size of the firm we are able to offer cur clients with a comprehensive range of

services whilst also providing specific insights into industry sectors which represent the key
secters that our client base operates within, these are detadled below:

Service Offerings

Audit and Assurance

Business Suppart

Business Tax

General Practice

IT Services

Payroll

Private Client Tax

Probate and Estate Administration
Start Ups

Tax Enquiry and Investigation Service
Wealth Management

Sector Speclalisms

Agrculture and related ndustries
Construction

Contractors

Creative Industries
Manufacturing

Not for Profit

Property

Retail

Road Haulage

Technology

More comprebersree information on the firm, its services, specialisms and culture can be
found on the website www, whitingslip.co,uk
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Our Fees

We believe the fee scales we propose for this assignment are competitive and reflective of
the wark required to ensure complance with relevant laws and regulations. We do not
compromise on quality by issuing tenders for sudit assignments that are clearly uneconomic.

Our fees for the year ended 31 March 2024 will be £21,250 (exc. VAT) for the Internal Drainage
Boards and District Drainage Commissioners administered by the Middie Lovel Commissicnerns.

With regard to 1ees for future years, wo would expect, on the assumption that the level of
activities and quality of accounting records do not alter significantly that our fees would rise
Dy no more than in line with our wage rate Inflation, assumed to be 5% per anrwm, If, through
efficiencies that we can introduce, we can provide the same services at a lower guide fee,
then we shall pass on this discount to you,

On this premise, we quote the fallowing four years” fees, excluding VAT, as: -

202425 £22,300
202526 {23, 4«0
202627 (24 600
2027-28 £25,800

For normal ongoing continuous supply services, the initial payment request issued will not be
2 tax invoice for VAT purposes but will include a notional amount for VAT. On receipt of your
payment & tax invoice will be issued 1o enable you 1o recover input tax where applicable.
However, please note that a VAT imvoice will be tssuad In certamn rare circumstances for
exceptionsl “non-continuous™ wark only.

You will be billed at appropriate intervals during the course of the year, We would expect
mast of the fees to be billed In a single fee note ralsed soon after the completion of the
Intermal Audit Report and issue of our management letter Lo the board. We would also propose
t0 ralse fee notes for any further specially agreed work on a quarterty basis. Payment of fees
will be due within 30 days of the date of the payment request.
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Key Personnel and Career Summaries

Our philosophy is to provide each client with a dedicated team responsible for their affairs,
thas ensuring that we can provide both expertise and continuity of service.

All our audit staff are efther qualified or studying for professional qualifications in either AAT,
ACCA, or ACA, Our partners, associates and staff undertake a vigorous cogoing programme of
continuing professional development, to maintain high technical standards.

Over marry yoars we have exparenced extremely high levels of staff retention, enabling us
to staff audits with the same ndividual's year on year. This allows us to accumulate high

tevels of background understanding of your organisation and these mature relationships with
clients makes two way communication both easy and friendly.

The proposed core sudit team will be:

Your Audit Principle

It Is intended that the audit principle responsible for this assignment will be Ben Beech, an
Associate of the firm who s based at our March office. Ben began working for Whitings in
2011, qualifying as a Chartered Accountant in 2016, He 1§ In charge of the flrm’™s audt and
aszurance offering within the Fenland and surrounding arcas, dealing with many of the frm’s
larger clients operating in a range of sectors. He Is also Involved In the monitoring and
development of the fam’s professional standards and compliance procedures.

Your Relationship Manager

Your designated relationship manager for this assignment will be Aston Hinson who is also
bazad at cur March office. Aston has worked with Ben for many years supporting him in the
provision of high quality audits to some of the firm's Largest clients, Aston is also part of the
fums Not for Profit team, assisting these organisations with their dccounting and tax

requirements,
Your Audit Team

The audit team witl Include a range of staff appropriate to the varying tasks involved ranging
from qualified accountants Lo junior accounts technicians.

"
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Appendix A - Internal Audit Plan - Year Ending 31 March 2024

The below Is an indication of the number of warking days required to carry out the internal
audtt of the 29 Intemal Drainage Boards and Destrict Drainage Commitssionears under the
administration of the Middle Level Commissioners. As a result, and taking into account the
engagement timeframe, we are confident that we will be able to meet the deacdlines sot.

AU Areas

Planned Days

Plarning - discussions, clarification,
summanising, AGAR requirement review

Systemrs - review and confirmation work

Transactions - testing and verification

Completion - collation of issues and
recommendations, enquiries of
management, reporting via the AGAR and
management letter

TOTAL

gl
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Appendix B - List of Administered Boards

Berrwick Intermal Drainage Board

Bluntisham Internal Drainage Board

Churchfield and Plawfield Intermal Drainage Board
Conington and Holme Internal Drainage Board

Curf and Wimblington Combined Internal Drainage Board
Euomoor Internal Drainage Board

Haddenham Level Dramage Cammissianers

Hundred Foot Washes Intermal Drainage Board

Hundred of Wisbech Intermal Dralnage Board

Manea and Welney District Dramage Commissioners
March West and White Fen Internal Drawnage Board
March East Internal Dramage Board

March Fifth District Dratnage Comenissioners

March Stcth District Drainage Commessicners

March Third District Dralnage Commissionsers

Needham and Laddus Internal Drainage Board
Nightlayers internal Drainage Bowd

Nordelph Intemal Drainage Board

Over and Willingham 108

Ramsey First (MHollow) Internal Drainage Soard

Rarmsey Fourth (Mddemoor) internal Drainage Board
Ramsey Upwood and Great Raveley Intemal Drainage Board
Rarsorenooe District Drainage Commissioners

Sawtry Internal Drainage Board

Sutton and Mepal Intermal Drainage Board

Swavesey Internal Drainage Board

Upwell Internal Drainage Board

Waldersey intermal Drainage Board

Warboys, Somersham and Pidiey Intermal Drainage Board

W\

RESOLVED

i)  That the appointment of Whitings LLP be approved.
i)  The Commissioners approved the audit strategy and plan.
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C.1087 Defra IDB1 Returns

Mr Hill referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2021/2022 which the Commissioners noted and

approved, viz;

Internal Drainage Boards in England %panment

Annual Report for the year ended Food & Rural Affairs

31 March 2022

The Law — the following annual report is provided in accordance with Pa 4of
A 1001 ragraph Schedule 2 10 the Land

No later than 31 October 2022 a copy must be provided to:
. wummmmmm.mwmmmmmmm
mnoaa.sm.zucuumsummswwwrmmmzmmﬂ
. NatlontlMMWMW(WNW).MEnvM!W.WnM.
Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH via james. D NMeNni-aency. gov.
« The Chief Executives of:
- all local authorities that pay special levies to the Board:
- all County Coundils or London Boroughs within which the Board is situated.

Please complete the form electronically. if are unable to complete the form electronically, please complete
in BLOCK LETTERS using black ink. 7

Please round all cash figures down 1o nearest whole £.

Section A - Financial information

Preliminary information on special levies issued by the Board for 2022-23

:mmwmiamhmmﬁx;nbmmm. It is not covered
oisewhere on this form or by the external auditor's certificate.

Spocial levies information for financial year 2022-23 (forecast)
Name of local authority 2022-23 forecast £
1. FENLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 4,079

i

DEF-IDB1 (Rev. 07/22) Page 1 of 10
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Section A - Financial information (continued)

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31 March 2022
MMWMMMMNM.MWMM

below is consistent with the Board's annual accounting statements which have been pared in acocordance

:ﬂammzmhmm Y

Practitioners’ Guide lo proper practices 1o be applied in the of annual accounts and
Lo preparation of statulory

for Smaller Authorities in England

2

Drainage Rates

2

Special Levies

3.

Higher Land Water Contributions from the

4.
5.

Environment Agency
M?-mmmm
es

Government Grants (includes capital grants from EA
and levy contributions )

. PSCAs from EA and other RMAs

Loans

. Rechargeable Works

6
7.
8
9

Interest and Investment Income

10.

Rents and Acknowledgements

1.

Other Income

Total income

EXPENDITURE

12

New Works and Improvement Works

13.

Total precept to the Environment Agency

1,130

14,

Watercourse maintenance

5215

18.

Pumping Stations, Siuices and Water level control
structures

2,108

16.

Administration

4,158

17.

PSCAs

18.

Rechargeable Works

19.

Finance Charges

20.

SSSls

21. 1DB Biodiversity and conservation (other than item 20

expenditure)

22.

Other Expenditure

-
sgooco

Total expenditure

13,123

DEF-DB1 (Rev 07/22)
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24. Developers Funds income not applied in year
25. Grant income not applied in year

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22)
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Notes:

11.mmaommn.mhumumamwmmmmmmm
acocounts).

12, State the gross cost of undertaking minor capital works that have not been capitalised and the annual
depreciation charges of all major schemes that have been capitalised. You should also inciude a fair
proportion of the support costs directly associated with delivery of the schemes.

13. State the total precept demanded for the year as properly issued by the Environment Agency, in
accordance with section 141 of the Water Resources Act 1991, Providing that the precept has been
Mwummnshommumm.mwhmhmmw
against the amount of contribution, in accordance with section 140 of the Water Resources Act 1991,
Where the Board knows with certainty the outcome of any such appeal, it should also include the
appropriate accrual/prepayment.

14,mammmmmmwmmdmmmmmmmom
channels, pipelines, culverts, bridges, efc. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should inciude a fair
proportion of the overheads such as depot/workshop costs, employment on-costs, insurances and
depreciation, etc. You should also include a fair proportion of the support costs directly associated with
defivery of the maintenance programme.

15. State all costs associated with maintaining and operating the pumping stations, sluices and water level
control structures. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should include a fair proportion of the overheads such
as depoliworkshop costs, employment on-costs, insurances and depreciation, etc. You should also inolude
aMWdhmMMMMWNMomeM
stations, sluices and water level control structures.

16. Include the cost of non-technical siaff only, office accommodation, annual depreciation of office equipment
mmmw.mmmwm:mmmmnw.mmn
stationery, printing, advertising, auditing of accounts, general insurances and all other costs associated
with supporting the organisation. Mummmmmmwm.mﬂmonwy
associated with the delivery of front line services.

17. Stale all costs associated with the PSCA

18. State all costs associated with undertaking work for third parties. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should
m-mmdwmmawummwmwmmmm
and depreciation, elc. You should also include a fair proportion of the support costs directly associated with
undertaking the rechargeable work.

19.:mmmamwm.hmﬁunmmmemmm

20. State ali costs associated with undertaking works - capital or maintenance — specifically for helping to
achieve favourable condition on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). In most cases, these costs will
be incurred in implementing actions set out in SSSI Water Level Management Plans or SSSI River
Restoration Plans.

21.Smol!munmmmmm—morrmhlamnoe-llutarolulymm-dlohob
mbbdwnly{ohuﬂmwtsmsssm.mmm“lkdybbomﬂdinian
mmmhmmaamﬂyMﬁmeuoﬂmmﬂoanmmdm.

22.mamupom.wm:apm-bnmmwulm.mmmmm
deficits (for example plant and labour absorption accounts).

23. For the disposal of assets, state the difference between any proceeds from the sale/disposal of the asset
and the cost of the asset less accumulated depreciation.
24. Total balance of developer fund year end.

25. Unspent grant at year end.

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 4 of 10
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Section B -IDB Reporting

Policy Delivery Statement

mendbmm-mbwymmmmmmmmhmm
Government's policy aims and objectives. It is recommended that these statements be published on Boards'
websites where they have them and reviewed every three years.

Is an up 1o date stalement in place and copy (or weblink)

Biodiversity
Please indicate whether your Board has a Biodiversity Action Plan............c.. ............Yes B4 No [ ]

If “"yes” is the Biodiversity Action Plan available on your

e YeS D No[]

What year was your Biodiversity Action Plan last updated?).............e. . ceieeneiine 2022

Have you reported progress on BAP implementation on your web site? BN ves [ No[]

When was biodiversity last discussed at a Board meeting (date)?.............................. 16/068/2022

Do you have a biosecunity process?....................... . E Y“E NoD

SSSI water level management plans
Mwmmmmsmmumysssumwm

If s0, which ones:

Area of SSSI with 1DB water level management plans. ... ..................

masss:mmwuummmMmmnnmahw
condition

DEF-IDB! (Rev.07/22) Page S of 10
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mds?ssemmwmumwnammmbmmam
condition

Access to environmental expertise
Does your IDB have access 10 environmental expertise? If s0 please tick all those options below through
which environmental expertise is regularly provided to your IDB:

Appropriately skiled Board Members (e.g. Board member from an Environmental Body/Authonity)
Co-opted members

Asset Management

What system/database does your Board use 1o manage the assets it is responsible for?

ADIS )
O Eecen 5
Other Electronic System

Humﬂuﬂmwmdmmmmm
assel databases on an annual basis? vesJ  No[]

mhmmmbtnofwm(hmmnnmmm?
58

mmmmmmmrm?
1

mhu?wmmmmdmmwswm:hﬁaﬁ)(mmdmmm
operated)

0.32 cumecs

Health and Safety

Does the Board have a current Health and Safety policy in place? YuE NoD
Does the Board have a responsible officer for Health and Safety? ves [ wNo[ ]
Have there been any reportable incidents in the past year? Yu[-_—] No&

if s0, please summarise in the box below:

DEF-DB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 6 of 10
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Guidance and Best Practice
Has your IDB adopted a formal Scheme of Delegation? ves D4 no[ ]
Has your IDB provided training for board members in the last year in the any of the following areas?
Governance

Finance

Environment
Health, safety and welfare
Communications and engagemeont
Other (please describe)

UOOX0X

hliMnmmhﬂ*IWlmﬂ{MMWp
mmaccommamowom WLMPS, uc) I Yo N[ ]

Has your board published all minutes of meetings on the website?................c...cc.. Yes 4 No [
Does the Board publish information on its website on its approach to maintenance works and provide contact
details to allow for and encourage public engagement? Yu& NoD

When planning maintenance and capital works are environmental impacts taken into account and wherever
possible best practice appled? YuE NoD

Has your Board adopted the foliowing governance documents?
umunsmo-mmmbwmm SR, 7+ )« S Y I
Myouhavaayebm.havemmmhwmmmmwh

2012... — ves D4 nNo []
Code of Conduct for Board mmomm B n [

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 7 of 10
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Rogister of Member's Interests. ... ves DU No[ )
Anti-fraud and COMUPTION POBCY........oooiieiiiiiriisiiiiis s vass sassrsassasss ssnssaessssasrinsoen Yu@ NoD
Board membership and attendance

How many Board members (in total - elected and appointed) do you have on your IDB? 8 ;
Seats available to appointed members under the Land Drainage Act 1991, 4

Number of elected members on the board at year end. 6

Number of appointed members on the board at year end. 2

Mean average number of elected members in attendance at each board meeting over the 4

last financial year.

Mean average number of appointed members in attendance at each board meeting over 1

the last financial year, L

Have you held eloctions within the last three years?... .. ... Yes [ I no [l nalX

oummwmnmmwocmabymsmdsmmwrammudw
Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations 19387

Complaints procedure
ummmwammrdmmbm.mmmammmmum
of its website?.... SO O ) I Vs

Number of complaints received in the financial year?

Number of complaints outstanding in the financial year?

Number of complaints referred to the Local Government Ombudsman?
Number of complaints upheid by the Local Government Ombudsman?

o oio|Oo

Public Engagement

MMWEMMMhMMubMWN&!HME“!ME

Press roloases

Newsletters

Web site

Meetings

Shows/events (including open days/inspections)
Consultations

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 8of 10
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Section B: NOTES
Guidance and Best Practice

Has your Board published all minutes of meetings on the web site? In answering this question, this should
apply to all the main Board meetings held in the year and any appropriate meetings the Board has held with
external stakehoiders,

Board membership and attendance

When referring 10 elected members of the Board, this relates to the number of landowners/drainage rate
payers that are elected to the Board.

mmbwmmdmm.mmbtumwammwbﬂ»
local authorities 1o represent the local councl taxpayers.

When referring to mean average number of elected and appointed members in attendance at mestings at
each board meeting - this should be expressed as a number of attendees and not as a percentage
atiendance.

With regard to elections, under Schedule 1 of the Land Drainage Act 1091, elected members should hold
mwmm.mmwmamobmnhm.mmmm.mmm
With the requirements under Regufation 28 of the Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations
1938 ~ to advertise and notify local stakeholders accordingly.

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 9 of 10
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Section C - Declaration

L MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

| confirm that the information provided in sections A-C or with this form Is correct.

Signature AL

Date __________ D—xﬁ:ﬂ(%’l -

Name in BLOCK LETTERS (s e

Email address um..ablaao;m.iddleiwel‘govm

DEF-DB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 10 of 10
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C.1088 Budgeting

Mr Hill referred to the budget comparison of the forecast out-turn and the actual out-turn for the
financial year ending 31%* March 2023, viz;
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ON adey

1

11272022 1032023
£ £ £
Insurances 476 473 475
Drainworks (including Environmental
measures) 9,000 4,021 8,000
Repairs and renewals 1.500 460 1,500
Electricty 1,300 246 1,500
Administration charges, Health and
Safety contract, Audit fee, printing,
of Drainage Authoritios subscriptions
elc 4,300 1,247 4275
Environment Agency - Precept 1153 1,153 1153
improvement works 9000 9.000 9,000
26,728 16,799 25903
LESS Deposit Accounts interest, elc 11,445 10,336 11443
15,283 6,464 14,460
Rates raised 2022/2023 £9.713

F:\Admin\Word\march6th\mins\15/06/2023
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C.1089 Review of Internal Controls

The Commissioners considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal
Controls.

C.1090 Risk Management Assessment

a) The Commissioners considered and expressed satisfaction with their current Risk
Management Policy.

b)  The Commissioners reviewed and approved the insured value of their buildings, and the
importance to ensure regular valuations are carried out, viz;

MARCH SIXTH DDC
INSURED VALUE OF FIXED ASSETS

PUMPING STATION
As At
1st April 2023

NORWOOD PUMPING STATION 713,000.00

713,000.00

C.1091 Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities

Mr Hill reported that, as resolved at its last meeting, the Commissioners will continue with a limited
assurance review and not take advantage of the audit exemption available for smaller public bodies
with income and expenditure less than £25,000.

RESOLVED

To continue with a limited assurance review as has been carried out in previous years.

C.1092 Exercise of Public Rights

Mr Hill referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited Annual
Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of Conclusion of the
Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return.

C.1093 Annual Governance Statement — 2022/2023

The Commissioners considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended
on the 31% March 2023, viz;
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23

Wae acknowledge as the members of:

MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

wmmummmmmwo«mm.wmu
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

1. We have put In place anangements 1or effective frencial
management dunng the year, snd for the pregaration of
T ACCOUNINg yistemmets,

PIRpErad A% BOCOLNTN] SENGMGONTE v socordance
wih Pe Accounts and Aust Reguiatons

2. We rartmned an 300QUe dyslers of sternsd cortrol
NAUANG Meas res desOned 10 Drevert 4nd Getect Faud
ard cormugton and reviewed ity eflocty

TN (rOper ATSNpenments ard accepied reeponsDiky
kr safegrardng Mo pulic mocey and resources v
£3 e

3. We ook al easonable wteps 19 atsure ourselves
Nat Dere are N0 mitens of schal or potertad
non corplance wih lsws. regulstons and Proper
Prattices $at couls hve 3 sgvcant fmancal efect
on e abiity of Bis auhonty o conduct s
busness or manege 2 frances

Aas only dove what £ hes he Jagal pOower 15 09 and hes
compded with Proper Practices v deing so

4. We provided proger opporunity dung the year for
T axarcise of secton’ rghts N ac0ordance with the
reguironerts of 1te Accouns and Auch Regulatons.

Qring w yeer Qave ol perions infsrested the cpporanty
Mapect and sk Questions DO s authonlly'y sccounts.

5. We carred cut an sstessmart of Mo ek fnoing B
oty and 100k spOCDAe SI00S 1O MANOE POLe
eks, incluting Bw riroducton of NMoemal conbrols andior
XTI PSUNANCH COve wihare roguied.

6. We mantanad Troughout the year a» adequate and

#facive sysiem of Ntermal st of Me scoourting
records and controd systems.

corerdered end documealed P oo and ofver risks @
facos and deat wih Pam propedy

ATanged for 8 competert person, Indepmacent of e nanoe
CONSLs and PTCEAres. £ QVe an odyeciVe view (1) whedey
MEomal CONDDls meed e 0e0ds o (NG srmadier acthonty.

7. We 0k sppeopriate 20800 0n al matiey raled
n repors from intemal and estemal sudt

responded 1o meliers brought fo £y atlention Dy intorral and
S 2N

Quring or after e year-and, have 3 francial mpact on
his suthory ond, afere approprate Neve induded Pem
n e accountng statements,

. (For local counclls eriy) Trust fends including
Crartabie N Our capacity as hhe ok managryg
rusioe we Sschaiged our sccountabiity
rosporabl es for the furc(s fansots, incliding
IRl paning and, £ requred. Ndependent

| esamisation or audt,

wmommmamm |
TuUing ey AN everts aving place sler the yoor
oot ¥ relovant

Aes met of of 3 responeiites whem, 30 & body
corporade, X Js a scle managvig rwstee of 8 oo
rust or fuate.

mmwmnummmammmmhm'mmmmm
MhMMlmmmmMMMNMMNMnm

Governance Statement.
This Annual Governance Statement was approved ot a Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
moeting of the authority on: approval was given:
and recorded as minute reference: Chairman
Clerk
WWWMIDDLELEVEL.GOV.UK

Amual Governance and Accountablity Retum 2022/23 Form 3 Paao‘d ola
Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorises*
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RESOLVED

That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the
Commissioners, for the financial year ending 31 March 2023.

C.1094 Payments

The Commissioners considered and approved payments amounting to £15,792.50 which had been
made during the financial year 2022/2023, viz;
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MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

Payments 2022/2023 (1st April 2022 - 31st March 2023)

Middle Level Commissioners - Tree cutting adjacent to drain

Middle Level Commissioners - Administraion charge, postages, telephone charges, stationery
and Health and Safety contract

Middle Level Commissioners - Contribution - Conservation officer

Middle Level Commissioners - Take meter read at Norwood pumping station

Middle Level Commissioners - Hire of tractor and chipper for tree cutting adjacent to pumping station
Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Weed control and drain maintenance 2021/22, planning and
development applications)

Environment Agency - Precept

Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscription 2022

Environment Agency - Precept

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of insurances

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Planning and development applications)

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone charges
Middle Level Commissioners - Internal audit fees (Whiting & Partners, 2021-2022 accounts)
Middle Level Commissioners - Contribution - Conservation officer

PKF Littiejohn LLP - Audit Fee (2021-2022 accounts)

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

Environment Agency - Precept

T. Alterton - Flail mowing

Davies Contracting Ltd - Drain maintenance

Middle Level Commissioners - Supply and erect 'No Fishing' signs and supply muck rake
Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Planning and development applications)

Association of Drainage Authorities (River Great Quse branch) - Subscription 2022-2023

R J Dale - Flail mowing

Middle Level Commissioners - Chemical weed control of District drains

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Planning and development applications)

T. Alterton - Pumping station duties 2022-2023

Information Commissioner - Data Protection Registration renewal

Middle Level Commissioners - Preparation of Highland Water claims

Anglia Farmers - Electricity supply

(NB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax)

F:\Admin\Word\march6th\mins\15/06/2023

173.15

2,038.81
352.50
53.92
144.00
155.95

748.80
576.53
685.20
0.01
161.95
472.97
125.70
1,018.55
538.00
352.50
240.00
161.95
576.53
162.00
2,196.00
228.36
176.70
6.00
1,245.90
495.42
161.95
148.80
747.00
40.00
125.90
1,461.45

15,792.50

_ 1



(NB) — Mr Alterton declared an interest in the payments made to himself.
(NB) — CllIr Miscandlon declared an interest, as a Middle Level Board Member, in the
payments made to Middle level Commissioners.

C.1095 Annual Accounts of the Commissioners — 2022/2023

The Commissioners considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the
year ended on the 31 March 2023 as required in the Audit Regulations, viz;
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MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2023
GENERAL FUND

2023 2022
Mar-31 Expenditure during the year:- Apr-01 Balance brought forward 39,423.73
Precept 1,153.07 2023 Rate income & Special levy 9,713.45
Insurances and Rates 472.97 Mar-31 Interest on Deposit Accounts 0.30
Repairs & Renewals 730.14 Highland Water contributions - 1,335.78
Fuel 1,474.55
Drainworks 4,836.60 Grant-in-aid
Contractors Charges 747.00 Installation of telemetry 2,312.92
Administration charge, Audit fee,
printing, stationery, advertising etc 4,040.74 12,302.00
Improvement Works:- Dewvelopment Charges Account -
Installation of Telemetry 4,625.83 Installation of Telemetry 2,312.91
Refurbishment of flap valve 1,807.47 Refurbishment of flap valve 1,807.47
Refurbish division dam 2,254.26 8,687.56 Refurbish division dam 1,127.13 5,247.51
Balance carried forward 35,891.06
58,033.69 58,033.69

BALANCE SHEET

Capital Section

Liabilities Assets
Pumping Station (Valuation) 544,000.00
Land - Twenty Foot 700.00
Capital Provisions Account 544,700.00 544,700.00

Revenue Section

General Fund 35,891.06 Ratepayers' Account 0.00
Value added Tax - Refunds due 1,441.95
Development Charges Account 27,997.27 Sundry Debtors 0.00
Contributions holding account 9,000.00 Balance in hand -
Barclays - Treasurer's Account 82,737.46
Sundry Creditors 11,794.76 National Savings - Treasurer Account 503.68
Labour Account 0.00 83,241.14
629,383.09 629,383.09
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March Sixth Internal Drainage Board

Summary of Bank Reconciliations as at 31st March 2023

Treasurers Account 2022/2023

1st April 2022

Balance brought forward 76,276.82

31st March 2023

Receipts during the year

Clerk's collection account 22,253.14

Interest on deposit accounts 0.00 22,253.14
98,529.96

National Savings - Treasurers Account 2022/2023

1st April 2022

Balance brought forward 503.21

31st March 2023

Interest on deposit accounts 0.47
503.68

Labour Account 2022/2023

1st April 2022

Balance brought forward 145.67

31st March 2023

Interest on deposit accounts 0.08
145.75

Barclays Bank PLc

Clients Premium Account

Balance per Statement as at 31st March 2023
Less unpresented cheques

O/S lodgement

Balance per Trial Balance

Cash balances as at 31st March 2023

Barclays Bank PLc

Clients Premium Account

National Savings

Investment Account per passbook

Total reconciled cash balances per accounts
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31st March 2023
Payments made during the year

Balance carried forward

31st March 2023
Payments made during the year

Balance carried forward

31st March 2023
Transfer to Treasurers Account

Balance carried forward

ACCOUNT CLOSED

82,737.46
0.00
0.00

82,737.46

82,737.46

503.68

83,241.14

0.00

98,529.96

98,529.96

0.00

503.68

503.68

145.75

0.00

145.75



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for
MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

Total balances and reserves # the beginning of the year
72,“8; 85 recovded in the fnanclal records. Vakse must agree 1o
e ,ggt_l_dmlyw

| 2. (+) Precept or Rates and 7 Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and lovies)

| Levies 9,713 9,713 recened or receivadie in the year Excluce any grants

e Jmem

T,_ (*) Totsl other receipts W Total incorme or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

270 12,649 M« precept or ratestevies received (ine 2). include any
grants recevwed

4. (+) Staf costs Total oxpenditure or payments made 1o and on behelf

0 0 of a employoes Include gross salanes and wages,
| eMpioyers NI Contritutions, employers ponaion

| — y i CONPDNONS. ValADES &Nd SSVerance payments.

5. (=) Loan nterest/capital Total axpenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 dmwmwmthowy‘:mgt (i sy

|

6. (<) Al other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

13,123 22,142| book less stat costs (ine 4) and loan intoresticapitel
s ‘ repayrrents (no %)

| 7.(=) Balances camied ! Tddbolmcosmnmuumwdmrcdwu
forward | 72,668 72 oQqual (14243) - (4+5+8)

!

-l. lowmolm;hm mmddo:wmmmwuum cash ]
short Sarm investiments | 76,926 83.241| roidings and short term investments held a3 at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciflation.

9. Total fixed assots phus The vaiue of all the property the avthonty owns — I Is made
long term investments 544, 544,700 wp of af ts fxod assets and long temn investments 8s o
and assals 31 March,

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital betance as at 31 Masch of o lbans

01 0 rom mind partivs fincloding PWLS).

11a. Disclosure note re Trust lunds
(nchuding chartable)

11b. Disclosure nole re Trust funds
(Including chartable)

The Council a3 a body comporste, acts a3 S0l tnustee and
5 responsie for managing Trust funds or assets

The figures in Me accounting statemonts above do ot
include any Iruat transectons

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountabilty

Rummaaamodonom-mouwm

Of InCome and expenditure basis folowing the guidance n
Governance and Accountabiity for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners’ Guide 10 Proper 0% and prasent farly

the fnancial position of this ayfhority
Signed by Responsible before boing
presented to the
ol
- 22™ May 2023

Arnnual Govom and Accountabiity Retum 2022/23 'Fcrm 3

| approved by this authorily on this date:

|

!

| a8 recorded In minute reference:

Signed by Cnairman of the meeting whare the Accounting
Statements were approved

PageS5of6

Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®

F:\Admin\Word\march6th\mins\15/06/2023



March Sixth DDC
Reconciliation between statement of accounts and Annual Return
Financial year ended 31st March 2022

Line 1 Balances brought forward

General Fund 40,320.26
Development charges account 35,438.11
75,808.37|
Line 2 Rates and Special Levies
Agricultural rates 5,634.45
Special Levies 4,079.00
Penalty 0.00
Costs 0.00
Write-off 0.00
9,713.45|
Line 3 Total other receipts
Interest
General fund 2.06
Development charges account 1.82
Consent applications 0.00
Highland Water 735.92
Discharge contributions -470.40
269.40|
Line 4 Staff costs
Wages/salaries 0.00
National insurance contributions 0.00
Pension costs 0.00
Travelling expenses 0.00
0.00|
Line 5 Loan repayments
PWLB - Principal 0.00
PWLB - Interest 0.00
0.00
Line 6 All other payments
Precept 1,130.46
Rates, insurances, telephones 438.30
Repairs and renewals 688.63
Fuel 474.27
Drainworks 5,507.92
Administration 4,158.33
Development charges fees 0.00
Contractors charges 725.00
Improvement Works 0.00
13,122.96|
Line 7 Balances carried forward
General Fund 39,423.73
Development charges account 33,244.53
72,668.26/
Reconciliation
Line 1+ Line 2 + Line3-Lined4- Line5-Line 6 72,668.26
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Per Annual

Return

75,808

9,713

270

13,123

72,668



RESOLVED

That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Return, on behalf of the
Commissioners, for the financial year ending 31 March 2023.

C.1096 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2023/2024

The Commissioners considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage
rates in respect of the financial year 2023/2024 and were informed by Mr Hill that under the Land
Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on agricultural
hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be respectively 58.01% and
41.99%, viz;
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MARCH SIXTH DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

BUDGET 2023/2024
Approved budget Actual Budget
2022/2023 2022/2023 2023/2024 Remarks
£ £ £ A - Includes estimate for increased premiums
1 Insurances 475 473 650 * B - Includes:
Drain cleansing 1,830
2 Drainworks (including Environmental Flail mowing 1,173
measures) 9,000 5,584 ° 10,250 © 3,003
C - Includes:
3 Repairs and renewals 1,500 730 1,500 Engineer's items 7,800
District Labour 800
4 Electricity 1,300 1,475 b 2,600 £ Contribution/fees/misc. 1.650
- 10,250
S 5 Administration charges, Health and
% Safety contract, Audit fee, printing, D - Usage to end of year estimated from meter reads
=4 stationery, advertising, Association
of Drainage Authorities subscriptions E - Provision based on 5 year average and increased
etc 4,300 4,041 4,350 for new contract rates - see separate note
6 Environment Agency - Precept 1153 1,153 1,188 F - Installation of telemetry 4,626
Refurbish outfall flap valve 1,807
7 Improvement works 9000 8,688 F 2,500 G Refurbish division dam 2,254
8,687
26,728 22,143 23,038
G - Refurbish outfall flap valve 1,100
LESS Deposit Accounts interest, etc 11,445 8,897 4 517 : Refurbish division dam 1,400
2,500
15,283 13,246 18,521 H - Includes development account:
Refurbish outfall flap valve 1,100
Refurbish division dam 700

Rates raised 2022/23 £9,713
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March Sixth District Drainage Commisioners

Budget allocations 2023/2024 - electricity

There will be a new electricity contract commencing 1st April 2023 with
significantly higher unit rates. For 2022/2023 the contract through Anglia Farmers
was a "flex" contract, meaning the unit rates were changed monthly based on
the wholesale price; also from October 2022 these charges were off-set by

the Government price capping mechanism - this was based on the wholesale
price with an adjustment made in addition to the monthly charges.

For 2023/2024 this capping has been significantly reduced, although ADA

are lobbying Central Government to have Drainage Boards recognised as

high users which could, if approved get the higher rate of capping.

We had previously started to base the electricity provision on a 5 year average,
to take account of the impact of climate change and the provision suggested is
based on an "average". It has not been policy to provide for possible extremes
but members should be aware that, due to the increased unit rates, the direct
pumping costs for an event will be significantly higher.

As an indicator, the indicative possible current-day costs for the 2020/2021
expenditure would be :-

Expenditure 2020/2021 1,632

Indicative current day costs 5,713
Provision included for 2023/2024 2,600
Potential shortfall on budget 3,113

balances as at 31st March 2023

General Fund 35,891
Development account 27,997

Capital account 0

Other 0

63,888

Potential shortfall as % of balances 4.87%

Members are asked to note the position when considering the rate
requirement for 2023/2024.
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March Sixth District Drainage Comimissioners

Rate and levy requirements

Under Section 37 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, the appropriate proportions in which the net
expenditure of the Commissioners must be borne for 2023/2024 is:-

a)  Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector — 58.01%
b) Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to Fenland District Council — 41.99%.
The product of a rate of 1p in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £376.

In 2023/2024 a rate of 1p together with corresponding Special levy would raise £648.

Revenue cash balance in hand on 315 March 2023 - £35.891.

The estimated net expenditure for the Commissioners Revenue and Capital Programmes in
2023/2024 1s £18,521 and equivalent to:-

a) arateinthe £ on Agricultural land and buildings of 28.60p and

b) aSpecial levy on Fenland District Council of £7,778

In 2022/2023 a rate of 15.0p in the £ was raised together with a Special levy of £4.079 on
Fenland District Council.

Members should give consideration to the appropriate level of balances and future years rate
requirements when setting the rate.

P BURROWS

Clerk to the Commissioners

June 2023

In response to the Vice-Chair, Mr Hill confirmed that the rate requirement for 2022/2023 to fund the
approved budget was 23.60p and the Commissioners set a rate of 15.0p, which in the final accounts
led to a reduction of balances of £3,532.67 for the general fund. The Vice-Chair considered that rates
would need to increase to cover increases in pumping costs and accepted that the budget prepared did
not take into account the effects of excessive rain.
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Cllr French raised concerns over the proposed increase in the special levy and, in response, the Vice-
Chair reminded members that the rate set for 2022/2023 was approximately 60% of the budget
requirements.

ClIr Miscandlon reported that Fenland District Council fully supports the works of all Drainage
Boards and that, should there be an overspend from setting this year’s rates, it had been confirmed by
the leader of the Council at a previous internal Drainage Board meeting, that Fenland District Council
would fully support addressing balances to return then to previous levels when setting the rate for the
following year — he assured members that the Council would do whatever was needed to ensure
Drainage Boards were properly funded.

The Vice-Chair proposed a rate of 22.0p, together with the corresponding special levy, which was
seconded by the District Officer. Cllr Miscandlon proposed an amendment for a rate of 21.0p together
with the corresponding special levy. After a vote, the Commissioners’ approved a rate of 22.0p to be
set for 2023/2024 together with the corresponding special levy.
RESOLVED
i)  That the estimates be approved.

i)  That a total sum of £14,247 be raised by drainage rates and special levy.

i)  That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage
rates and to be met by special levy are £8,264 and £5,983 respectively.

iv) That a rate of 22.0p in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the
District.

v) That a Special levy of £5,983 be made and issued to Fenland District Council for the
purpose of meeting such expenditure.

vi) That the seal of the Commissioners be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special
levies and to the special levy referred to in resolution (v).

vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levy by such statutory
powers as may be available.

C.1097 Date of next Meeting

RESOLVED

That the next Meeting of the Commissioners be held on Thursday 13" June 2024.

C.1098 Any Other Business

The Vice-chair reported on proposals to install a headwall and outfall by F.C.C into a private
watercourse upstream of point 20, the discharge being direct into the District system, and that it was
proposed to have a site meeting this afternoon.
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RESOLVED

The Chair, Vice-Chair, District Officer and Engineer be authorised to attend a site meeting
with the developer and to take any further actions as they consider appropriate with regards to

this matter.
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