RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

Telephone: DD (01354) 699377 Middle Level Offices
85 Whittlesey Road

E-mail: enquiries@middlelevel.gov.uk MARCH
www.middlelevel.gov.uk Cambs
PE15 0AH

14" June 2023

Dear Board Members

Meeting of the Board
22" June 2023

I enclose the Agenda for the Meeting of the Board to be held at Ramsey Golf Club at 2.00pm
on Thursday 22" June 2023. Luncheon will be provided prior to the meeting at 1.00 pm.

Please telephone or e-mail to confirm your attendance as soon as possible.

Luncheon will be provided prior to the meeting at 1.00 pm.

To avoid paying for food that is not required please confirm in advance should you REQUIRE A MEAL
PRIOR TO THE MEETING no later than Thursday 15" June.

MEMBERS ARE REMINDED THAT RAMSEY GOLF CLUB HAS A DRESS CODE AND
TRAINERS AND JEANS ARE NOT PERMITTED

Yours truly
P BURROWS

Clerk to the Board

To the Chairman and the Members of the Ramsey First (Hollow) Internal Drainage Board




=

AGENDA

Apologies for absence

Declarations of Interest

Members to declare any interests relating to the agenda.

Confirmation of Minutes

To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 23™ June 2022.
(Copy pages 14 - 29)

Matters arising from the Minutes

Bank Mandate

The Clerk will request authorisation to add the Chief Executive to the Barclays bank signatories
if necessary.

Election of Board Members

The Clerk will report that the term of office of the Members of the Board will expire on the 31%
October 2023 and will submit the proposed register of electors which is applicable to the 2023
election.

Appointment of Chairman

To appoint the Chairman of the Board.
(Present Chairman — D J Caton Esq)

Appointment of Vice Chairman

To appoint the Vice Chairman of the Board.
(Present Vice Chairman — A C Roberts Esq)

Appointment of District Officer

To appoint the District Officer.
(Present Officer — C C Armstrong Esq)



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Vacancy in the Board

The Clerk to report.

Appointment of Clerk

To appoint the Clerk to the Board for the ensuing year.
(Present Clerk — Middle Level Commissioners)

Clerk’s fee

To consider the fee of the Clerk.

Land Drainage Act 1991
Board Membership - Huntingsonshire District Council

The Clerk will report that Huntingdonshire District Council have appointed Clir Roger Brereton
to be Member of the Board under the provisions of the Land Drainage Act 1991.

Member Training Update

The Clerk to report on the training undertaken by Members in the past year.

Warboys Landfill Site

Further to minute B.967, the Clerk to report.

Clerk's Report

The Clerk advises:-

Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting

That a ninth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 13" December 2022.
The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key
points and resolutions follows;

David Thomas advised on the planned staffing changes being implemented due to his
impending retirements. He stated that his post was being split back into Chief Executive/Clerk
and Chief Engineer and that the appointments were:

Paul Burrows — to be the new CEO/Clerk - currently in post with the EA as a national Delivery
Assurance Manager, and before that as Flood & Coastal Risk Manager for the East Anglia Area,
then Flood Strategy Manager — Paul spearheaded Tactical Plans for the Fens which have
secured the possibility of obtaining significant grant allocation on a Board by Board basis over
a 15 year period, whilst at the same time defining a pathway to better understand the challenges



faced and options worth considering for our lowland catchment as climate change and growth
tests our current infrastructure arrangements.

Nicola Oldfield — to be the new Chief Engineer — currently in post with the EA as a Senior
Project Manager. She most recently project managed the £30M Middle Level Barrier Bank
scheme and had just taken over as project manager of the Cranbrook Counter Drain
Strategy. She has, in the past, been employed by an IDB and has worked in close partnership
with many IDBs including North Level IDB. Jonathan Brown stated how pleased the MLC
Executive had been with these two candidates and how easy the choice had been given their
knowledge of the area and experience to date.

An update was given on the role out of telemetry, which was receiving positive feedback from
District Officers. A request was made for the login details to be provided to Chairmen as well
as District Officers and it was confirmed that this would be arranged.

David Thomas confirmed that all but two Boards had stated their wish to move to the new
planning and consenting charging and reporting arrangements and that the Assistant Treasurer
was finalizing figures ready for the 2023 IDB/DDC meetings. A request was made for all
correspondence which developers and their agents which is copied to Chairman should include
the planning application references.

The protection and control of Bylaw strips was discussed at length and it was agreed that a
policy document outlining the red-lines Boards should be applying to ensure that their
ratepayers do not suffer as a result of development will be prepared for the Boards to consider.
It was noted at the meeting that the refusal to issue any consent is subject to a reasonableness
test, hence the document cannot preclude consenting everything within the 9m strip and the
policy will be for guidance purposes only. It was felt that it should help developers, planning
authorities and the Boards by providing some additional clarity. It was also felt that some case
history examples to be circulated to members might help them understand the issues which
have to be addressed.

Climate Change was discussed and it was noted that the MLC had completed its carbon audit
and would now start work on carbon reduction and mitigation initiatives. It was also noted that
the M&E engineer was looking at base levels of energy consumption at pumping stations, for
example to see if panel heaters are left on permanently. He will be making recommendations to
Boards if he identifies scope for reducing power without risking the apparatus.

WRE were mentioned and the Chief Executive stated that he was pleased that the draft water
resource plan for the East included extensive reference to agriculture and its need for water to
support the growing of food to feed the nation and also of the key role played by IDBs in
transferring water to the point needed by abstractors. He also commented upon the newly
proposed Cambridgeshire fens reservoir, north of Chatteris and advised that the MLC were
responding on the need to get fill supply and draw-down arrangements right, but also that we
need to seek to gain capital from the opportunities that the new reservoir will present in terms
of bringing money into the area and potentially helping reduce flood risk and assist with water
need balancing.

The Chief Executive advised that a decision had been made to move the MLC and IDB’s
electricity supply contracts from Anglian Farmers to the Green Energy Advice Bureau. This
followed several years of extended poor service levels and lack of timely information coming
from Anglian Farmers.



The future of IDBs and the value of potential amalgamations was once discussed and this gave
rise to questions over small boards being able to secure a quorate for which this had been a
particularly poor year. It was agreed that this item should remain on the agenda and that any
Chairs who felt that the time was right for their Boards to look again and the
advantages/disadvantages of amalgamation would contract the Clerk. It was also agreed that it
may be useful to undertake an exercise around updating the original Geoff Beal report which
had recommended that the number of Boards within the area administered by the MLC could
reasonably be reduced to three or four.

The Clerk finally noted that the ADA Great Ouse branch AGM would be held on the 7" March
at Prickwillow Hall and would be in the format of workshops in the morning and an AGM in
the afternoon. The workshops theme this year would be; water resources, the new reservoir and
climate change.

i) Association of Drainage Authorities

a)  Annual Conference

That the 85" Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday 9™
November 2022 at The Hive, Nocton, Lincolnshire.

This year marked another change in the arrangements for the National Conference and
AGM, with the AGM being held virtually on 28" September 2022 followed by the
national conference held as a hybrid meeting at the Dyson Farming complex in
Lincolnshire on 9" November. The choice of venue was to avoid the risk of being
impacted by rail strikes and it also represented significant cost savings. The event had
limited numbers and was fully subscribed.

Following an introduction by the President of ADA Robert Caudwell who noted the good
work being done by ADA but also noted that with COP27 ahead climate change was the
single biggest challenge facing everybody and that IDBs would need to play their part in
delivering carbon reduction.

The opening address was given by Councillor Matthew Riddle, Chairperson, Lower
Severn Internal Drainage Board and Councillor, South Gloucestershire Council who
spoke on options which could be pursued to change the way Special Levy is reported and
dealt with by the Councils. The challenge at the moment was perceived as the lack of
transparency with Special Levy payments not being itemised on rate bills in the same way
that police and ambulance services are. There is also the issue that by not disaggregating
the Special Levy payments, increases in them can currently (for Councils who pay large
Special Levys) trigger a local election under the current rules.

Key note speakers were Hazel Durant Waterway & Flood Water Management Policy
Team, Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Luzette Kroon Board
member: Innovation & International, Dutch Water Authorities, Dykgraaf (chairperson),
Wetterskip Fryslan. Hazel spoke of the challenges ahead and noted that it would be
foolhardy to expect revenue expenditure to be increased by treasury given the current
economic climate. The best we could hope for would be last years’ figures to be matched.
She praised the work of IDBs and noted the important role they play in delivering flood
risk benefits through their direct works and also through PSCAs. Luzette spoke of the
similarities and differences between IDBs and their Dutch equivalents and went on to
describe the challenges faced arising from climate change.



b)

A panel discussion followed and the MLC Chief Executive was invited to sit on this panel.
He took the opportunity to outline the work of WRE but also to express his concerns that
currently Land Drainage Act legislation was holding back the full potential of IDBs in
terms of water resource management and investment. A review is urgently required and
the support of the EA and DEFRA is needed. Hazel agreed that there was a need but hope
a way forward could be found that didn’t require primary legislation.

The day concluded with a field visit to showcase the Dunston Beck Improvement Project.
The improvement project, completed by Dyson Farming with the Environment Agency,
Wild Trout Trust and other partners, seeks to improve the biodiversity and water quality
of the beck with a sensitive mosaic of wetland habitats delivered through excavations
recreating a meandering river system with the retention of water providing ecological and
also some modest flood risk benefits.

Annual Flood & Water Conference 2023

Invitation to ADA Flood & Water Conference 2023
Tuesday 21 November 2023 | 11:00 — 17:00 | One Great George Street, London, SW1P
3AA

ADA is delighted to invite you to join them for the ADA Flood & Water Conference on
Tuesday 21 November 2023, as the conference returns to the magnificent venue of One
Great George Street, Westminster, London. ADA will bring together a leading line-up of
prominent political, policy, and technical speakers from across the United Kingdom to
discuss key policy topics of the moment during the main conference session.

Following feedback from members, the format of this year's Conference has been
developed to:

* maximise the time available for networking between delegates and suppliers to the
sector,

* invite a greater variety of guest speakers, and

» provide more convenient timing for those travelling to and from London.

The Conference will open at 11.00 for networking with delegates and an expanded
Exhibition of ADA's Associate Members in the Great Hall. A buffet lunch will be served
from 12.00 before the conference presentations commence at 13.20 in the Thomas Telford
Theatre. The Conference will close at 17.00.

Discussion forum

A discussion forum will form part of the day where delegates will be able to pose topical
questions to the speakers/panellists via the conference chair. ADA wish to receive
delegates questions in advance, which can be submitted as part of the ticket booking
process on Eventbrite. Their aim is to consolidating key subjects for discussion and
questioning and to maximise the value of this session.

Book your place

ADA has launched bookings for this year’s conference early to give everyone plenty of
advance notice of the revised date of Tuesday 21 November 2023 to make travel
arrangements. They invite you to secure your place now via Eventbrite, via the link below.
Tickets are non-refundable but can be transferred.

ADA Flood & Water Conference 2023 Tickets, Tue 21 Nov 2023 at 11:00 | Eventbrite



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ada-flood-water-conference-2023-tickets-621178921877

i)

iv)

Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch

The Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse ADA Branch was held on Tuesday 7th
March 2023

Morning workshops were re-introduced for the first time since the COVID-19 outbreak
and members who attended took part in an excellent discussion focussed on three topic
areas; Fens2100; Water Resources East and Climate Change. Steven Trewhella
(consultant to the EA on Fens2100) and Daniel Johns (Chief Exec, WRE) took away a
wide range of ideas centred around how the two topics were connected by the work of
IDBs.

Within the AGM, Marc Heading was re-appointed as Chairman and Doug McMurdo as
Vice Chair with approval that the secretariat of the branch be transitioned from the Middle
Level Commissioners to the Bedford Group of IDBs over the coming months. lan Moodie
(Technical Manager, ADA) gave an overview of ADA’s activities, including their
important inputs on behalf of IDBs into the long-awaited implementation of schedule 3
of the Floods & Water Management Act. Tom Pickover introduced himself ahead of
starting as Operations Manager at the Environment Agency (covering the lower Great
Ouse catchment) and was joined by Darren Trumper who between them gave an overview
of Environment Agency flood management activities and budgets.

National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023

That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 will be held at ExCel, London on the
22" and 23" November 2023.

Changes to Electricity Supply Contracts

The Clerk will report that Boards have encountered problems with the operation of the
electricity contract by Anglia Farmers over the years. Following various meetings with
them it appeared some of these problems were being addressed and the service appeared to
be improving this, however, was short lived. Over the past 2 years there has again been a
significant deterioration in both the quality of service and lack of account management
received from Anglia Farmers.

During the summer the Middle Level Commissioners were approached by Green Energy
Advice Bureau (GEAB), one of the UK’s leading energy companies and buying group,
whose portfolio includes numerous companies with over 200 million kwh tendered per
annum. They have experience working with an estimated 60 Internal Drainage Boards,
which include locally the Ely Group of Internal Drainage Boards and Downham Market
Group of Internal Drainage Boards. We accordingly contacted Jean Heading of the Ely
Group of Internal Drainage to enquire of the service provided by GEAB and she has
confirmed she is far happier with the service received from them compared to that from
Anglia Farmers and since has signed a 5-year fixed rate contract with GEAB from 1% April
2022.

A report was presented to the Middle Level Commissioners at their Board meeting on 3
November 2022 and due to the ongoing poor performance of Anglia Farmers, together with
the positive feedback given by Jean Heading of the Ely Group, the Commissioners’
resolved to consider moving to alternative arrangements. The Executive Committee were
delegated the final decision and having considered a report on the options and subsequently
confirmed their agreement that a move would be appropriate in the circumstances.
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The Clerk will report this was considered a positive move and recommended the Board
also move to this alternative arrangement.

The Clerk will report that this Board’s Chairman had subsequently agreed for the Board to
serve notice to Anglia Farmers and for Green Energy Advice Bureau to handle the energy
procurement process and management of the electricity contract.

The Clerk will advise that the Middle Level Commissioners and its administered Boards
have entered into a fixed rate energy supply with Corona Energy for an 18-month period
from1st April 2023.

The Board are asked to approve the Chairmans actions.

V) Insurance

Historically the number of insurance companies willing to quote for the insurance requirements
of the Middle Level Commissioners and administered Boards is limited.

Our insurance portfolio is complex and includes a range of policies that includes Commercial
Combined (largest component), Motor Fleet, Engineering & Construction, Terrorism,
Management Liability, Marine Craft and Professional Indemnity.

The overall cost of our insurance portfolio for 2023/24 will be £192,275 (£152,373 in 2022/23)
a 26% increase, although increases will differ Board by Board depending on their individual
insurance needs.

Key factors and changes are highlighted below:

For Commercial Combined insurance, 2022/23 was the last year in our previous five-year
agreement with AXA which included a 7% price reduction woven into the deal. For 2023/24
Towergate, our brokers, approached several companies and all bar AXA were not willing to
quote given the size and complexity of our portfolio. Independently we also approached the
NFU who declined to quote for the same reason.

There has been an increase in fleet, property and marine assets included within our cover.

In view of rising inflation most Boards agreed to index link their insured sums from 1%t April
2023. AXA have increased insured sums by 15%, which has resulted in an increase within the
overall premium.

AXA have offered a 2-year stability deal, where any premium increases, subject to claims not
exceeding 50% of the written premium, will be capped for 2024/25 at 2.5%. This excludes any
increases in sums insured.

AXA will not extend the stability deal as they plan a review of their whole IDB scheme in
2025.

Commercial combined policy excess has increased from £350 to £2,500. None of our four
2022/23 claim values were above this new excess.

Excesses are dictated by AXA’s overall scheme for all IDBs and this is apparently now standard
and has been imposed due to the number of lower value claims across the whole IDB industry.
As other IDB/IDB Groups come out of their previous agreement with AXA the above will

apply.

For future years Boards ought to consider index linking their valuations of properties and
pumping stations every 3-5 years rather than annually, to mitigate annual premium increases
and balancing having suitable cover without being over-insured.

8



17.

18.

Vi)

vii

It should also be noted that personal accident and sickness cover only covers employees or
members up to 80 years of age. Boards may need to consider the implications of this.

Deleqgation of signatory on consents

The Board is asked to note that under the Board’s scheme of delegation, the Chief Executive
has delegated the authority to sign consent on behalf of the Board to the Chief Engineer. As
well as the Chief Engineer being better placed to technically assure individual consents, this
will enable the them to effectively take ownership over the whole planning and consenting
service. This also creates a mechanism for escalation in case of any issues or complaints.

) Service Delivery Frameworks

The Board are asked to resolve that the Clerk, on their behalf, be authorised to enter into
user and/or access agreements for public sector delivery frameworks (For example,
Environment Agency Delivery Frameworks and SCAPE). This will open up access to the
fees, terms and conditions of these Frameworks so our Consulting Engineers can compare
and choose the most suitable procurement route for delivery of the Boards future needs. This
does not tie the Board to using any Framework they then have a user/access agreement with,
and Frameworks are not the only procurement route for delivery that will be considered.
Having this resolution from all the Boards we administer is key if we are to package work
across Boards to exploit economies of scale and become more efficient and effective in the
delivery of services.

vii) Local Government Support - Special Levies

Lo

Thanks to lobbying by the Association of Drainage Authorities and Local Authorities, the
Department of Levelling Up, Housing & Communities announced an additional financial
support package totalling £3m for 2023/24 to support the 15 Local Authorities most
impacted by increases in special levies from Internal Drainage Boards driven by
unprecedented increases in energy costs. We provided ADA with information to support this
case and Fenland District Council have secured £177,281 and King’s Lynn & West Norfolk
Borough Council £205,451. The Ministerial Statement is available here. Disappointingly it
is explicit that this is a one-off exceptional payment and clear that the government will not
provide additional grant to Local Authorities to cover special levies on an ongoing basis.

w points on the Bury Brook

Fu

rther to minute B.970, the Chairman will report on the findings.

Consulting Engineers’ Report.

a)

b)

To consider the Report of the Consulting Engineers.
(Copy pages 30 - 57)

To consider the Supplementary Report Improving Capital Delivery.
(Copy pages 58 - 60)


https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-05-16/hlws761

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Capital Improvement Programme

To review and approve the Board’s future capital improvement programme.

(Copy page 61)

District Officer’s Report

To consider the Report of the District Officer.

Environment Officer’s Report

The Clerk to refer to the Environment Report.
(Copy pages 62 - 69)

District Labour
District Officer’s Fee and Pumping Station Attendant’s Wages - 2023/2024

a)  The Clerk will report that the Pumping Station Attendant’s wages will be increased in
accordance with the Middle Level Commissioners’ pay award.

b)  To give consideration to the District Officer’s fee for 2023/2024

State-aided Schemes

To consider whether to undertake further State-aided Schemes and whether any future proposals
should be included in the forward capital forecasts provided to the Environment Agency.

Environment Agency — Precept

The Clerk will report that at the Anglian (Great Ouse) Regional Flood & Coastal Committee
(RFCC) determined that there were exceptional circumstances to consider on the agreed 2%
increase on the precepts on Internal Drainage Boards. The Committee voted for an additional
1% increase (reflecting exceptional circumstances) above the agreed 2% for the year ending
31st March 2024 — total of a 3% increase on the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards
for the year ending 31st March 2024.

The precept for 2022/2023 was £6,551.

Claims for Highland Water Contributions — Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991

The Clerk will report that following his submission of claims for contributions the gross sum
of £1,275.76 (£10,866.35 less £9,590.59 received on account) (inclusive of supervision) has
been received from the Environment Agency for the financial year 2021/2022 based on the
Board’s actual expenditure on maintenance work for that financial year and the sum of
£10,445.57 in respect of 80% of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year
2022/2023.
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26.

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Association of Drainage Authorities
Subscriptions

The Clerk will report that ADA has increased subscriptions by 4.5% for 2023, from £571 to
£597.

Health and Safety

a) Further to minute B.980, the Clerk to refer to the report from Cope Safety Management’s
visit on 6" January 2023.

(Copy pages 70 - 72)

b) Morgan Lakey to advise regarding security measures & to discuss quote for steel building.

(Copy pages 73 - 92)

Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board — 2021/2022

a)  To consider the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return for the year ended on the
31 March 2022.

(Copy pages 93 - 96)

b) To consider the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year ended on the 31% March
2022.

(Copy pages 97 - 106)

Appointment of Internal Auditor

The clerk to report that following the conclusion of tendering Whitings LLP have been
appointed as internal auditor for a five-year period commencing 1% April 2023 (financial
years 2023/24 to 2027/28).

(Copy pages 107 - 120)

Defra IDB1 Returns

The Clerk will refer to the completed IDB1 form for 2021/2022.
(Copy pages 121 - 130)

Budgeting
The Clerk to refer to the budget update reviewed by the Chairman, with comparison to year end

out-turn added, and any actions taken.
(Copy page 131)
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Review of Internal Controls

To consider the system of Internal Controls.

Risk Management Assessment

a) To give consideration to the Board's Risk Management Policy.
b) To review the insured value of the Board's buildings and to give consideration to the

valuation of the Board's real estate assets for insurance purposes.
(Copy page 132)

Exercise of Public Rights

The Clerk to refer to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited
Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of
Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return.

Annual Governance Statement — 2022/2023

To review and complete the Annual Governance Statement.
(Copy page 133)

Payments 2022/2023

The Clerk to report on payments made during the financial year 2022/2023.

(Schedule page 134)

Annual Accounts of the Board - 2022/2023

To consider the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year ended on the 31% March
2023 and the completion of Section 2 of the Annual Return as required in the Audit Regulations.

(Copy pages 135 - 139)

Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2023/2024

To consider estimates of revenue expenditure and levy and rate requirements in respect of the
financial year 2023/2024.
(Copy pages 140 - 142)
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39. Date of next Meeting

40. Any other business
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RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

At a Meeting of the Ramsey First (Hollow) Internal Drainage Board
held at Ramsey Golf Club on Thursday 23™ June 2022

PRESENT
D Caton (Chairman) C C Armstrong (District Officer)
A C Roberts (Vice-Chairman) S E Johnson Esq
D E Stokes Esq E Stokes Esq

Miss Samantha Ablett (representing the Clerk to the Board) and Mr Morgan Lakey (representing the
Consulting Engineers) were in attendance.

The Chairman enquired whether ALL Board members were happy for the meeting to be recorded.
All members were in agreement.

Mr E Stokes was welcomed to the Board as this was his first meeting.

Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from J C Armstrong Esq, T Caton Esq, T Noble Esq, B Rignall
Esg and M Smalley Esq.

B.958 Declarations of Interest

Miss Ablett reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included in
today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board.

The District Officer declared interests in minute nos. B.973 & B.988.

B.959 Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 24" June 2021 are recorded
correctly and that they be confirmed and signed.

B.960 Appointment of Chairman

RESOLVED

That D J Caton Esq be re-appointed Chairman of the Board.
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B.961 Appointment of Vice Chairman

RESOLVED

That A C Roberts Esq be re-appointed Vice Chairman of the Board.

B.962 Appointment of District Officer

RESOLVED

That C C Armstrong Esq be re-appointed as District Officer to the Board

B.963 Appointment of Clerk

RESOLVED

That the Middle Level Commissioners be re-appointed as Clerk to the Board

B.964 Clerk’s Fee

The Board gave consideration to the Clerk’s fee for 2022/2023.

Miss Ablett reported that it was possible, following changes and additional savings, to keep the fee
the same for 2022/2023

RESOLVED

That there be no increase in the fee paid to the Clerk for the year 2022/2023.

B.965 Board Membership

Miss Ablett reported that both Messrs Edward Stokes and Michael Smalley had accepted the
invitation to become Members of the Board.

B.966 Battery Charger for Pumping Station

Further to minute B.928 the Chairman reported that the Board had not experienced any problems with
the electricity supply or the batteries on the pump so he considered this item could be removed from
the agenda going forward.
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B.967 Warboys Landfill Site

Further to minute B.929 Miss Ablett reported the Consulting Engineer had confirmed there was
nothing further to report.

She referred to Planning Engineer’s report and his comment relating to an enquiry received in January
2022, from Stopford Limited for an energy from waste installation, regarding flood risk. She advised
the Engineer had responded to Stopford Limited and they had been encouraged to use one of the pre-
paid services offered by the Middle Level Commissioners, but an instruction had not yet been
received.

Miss Ablett further advised that even if the applicant did not enter into a pre-application with the
Commissioners this did not mean the matter was not progressing and she enquired whether Members
considered any action was required.

It was agreed that the Planning Engineer should contact Stopford Limited to make enquiries regarding
the current position and of their future plans and for him to report to both the Chairman and Vice
Chairman so they can take any necessary action.

RESOLVED

That the Planning Engineer writes to Stopford Limited to make enquiries regarding the

current position and of their future plans and for him to report to both the Chairman and Vice
Chairman so they can instigate any action considered necessary.

B.968 Contravention of byelaws

Further to minute B.930 Miss Ablett advised that a letter had been sent to the occupier of the
bungalow, Froghill Farm, Ramsey Hollow, together with a copy of the Board’s byelaws, making them
aware of the byelaws.

B.969 Clerk's Report

Miss Ablett advised: -

i)  COVID-19 Actions

That the majority of control measures have been removed now and normal office working has
resumed (with the exception of trialling a degree of flexible working, which has been shown to
be effective following the previous periods of enforced home working). Impacts now are largely
confined to the high rates of COVID-19 illness cases in the UK.

ii)  Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting

That an eighth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 12 April 2022.

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key
points and resolutions follows;
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It was recorded that there had been a number of MLC staff changes over the period. These
included the retirement of Deb Watts, Katie Hunt and Malcolm Downes. Also, Sarah Lemmon
and Richard Lloyd had handed in their notice. New members of staff replacing them and linked
with some restructuring of the finances and admin departments were Dave Bantoft (M&E
Engineer), Sarah Bowd (Accounts Assistant), Polly Tombleson (PA Secretarial) and Claire
Collings (Secretarial).

It was reported that following the successful telemetry grant bit for Local Levy £125K in grant
had been secured and consequently an order had been placed for in excess of 45 new telemetry
outstations. The MLC have tested the new system with the six stations they commissioned and
were satisfied with its operation.

Training for Board members was covered and it was noted that ADA provide online training
videos. Various methods for delivering these and recording attendance was discussed and it
was finally resolved that the best way forward would be to ask all members to watch one or two
videos a year and to record when they had been viewed. A record of who had watched which
video would be retained and this information recorded at Board meetings and used to support
DEFRA IDBL1 returns.

A proposal to move from time charges to lump sum annual fees for planning and consenting
matters was discussed and it was agreed that a proposal to move to this more efficient and
effective way of working would be put to each Board. For similar reasons it was resolved that
a proposal should be put forward which would reduce the scale of content reported to Boards
under planning matters.

Inflationary pressures were touched upon and it was recognised that if this continues there will
be pressure placed upon Boards to raise their rates more than has occurred in recent years. It
was also recognised that along with these inflationary pressures there were increasing demands
(with legal backing) evolving in relation to environmental gains and Boards should be aware of
the costs of delivering on these. Examples are the government’s commitment to protect 30% of
all land by 2030 for the environment and of the Doubling Nature initiative in Cambridgeshire.

An update on work in relation to climate change and carbon reduction was given. Work
currently in hand comprises of production of a carbon baseline for the MLC. Once complete
the scale of the challenge to target carbon neutrality will be known and work will be undertaken
to identify possible opportunities for reduction and mitigation, prior to production of a policy
statement. During these next stages it is expected that Boards associated with the MLC will be
similarly assessed and plan proposals made for them.

iii)  Association of Drainage Authorities

a)  Annual Conference

That the 84™ Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday the 10"
November 2021.

The Conference was once again held virtually and was split into two parts; the Conference
in the morning and AGM in the afternoon. It is expected that, whilst in future years it is
hoped to return to a face-to-face format, the clear separation between conference and
AGM is likely to be retained.
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b)

Speakers this year included Rebecca Row MP (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State —
Defra), Dieter Helm (economist) and Lord De Ramsey (then President of ADA).

Topics covered included the challenges of climate change and the need to step up to the
plate in delivering on the aim to achieve a net zero target as soon as possible, the
importance of partnership working and the importance of agriculture in feeding the
nation. The latter included the need to better educate the population, who clearly desire
to move forward on delivering climate change and ecological objectives, but do not fully
appreciate the role of agriculture, its real impacts or even properly understood where and
how food is sourced. One example given that challenged a common assumption that
agriculture was bad for the environment was that recent monitoring of CO? release had
shown that a well irrigated peat field of onions released less CO? than adjacent dry
grassland.

In his speech Lord De Ramsey announced that he was stepping down as President and
that his place would be taken by Henry Cator. He was warmly thanked by ADA for his
many Yyears of service and was presented with a painting by an artist which it is known
he admires. Henry spoke about how pleased he had been to be invited to take over the
role and that he looked forward to working with ADA to meet the future challenges of
the industry.

The AGM that followed gave an update on the work of ADA, noting the likelihood that,
despite vigorous lobbying, the expectation was that from 1st April 2022 IDBs would no
longer be able to use red diesel for anything other than heating or to run generators. This
will impact on costs and will provide challenges to the continued use of agricultural
contractors. The passing of the Environment Bill was touched upon which will release
barriers to the formation of new IDBs and will also provide opportunities for IDBs to
explore extending their boundaries if it was clearly beneficial to do so. Innes Thomason
spoke on the work of ADA and the consultations ADA had responded to, including
proposals to extend beaver introduction and a water abstraction licencing charging review
amongst other things. Finally, it was reported that the ADA Board had agreed to a 1%
rise in subscriptions for the 2022/23 year and noted that with inflationary pressures a
higher increase should be expected next year.

Annual Conference

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held on
Wednesday the 9" November 2022, venue yet to be announced.

Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch

That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held
on Tuesday the 1% March 2022.

This was the first face to face meeting held since the COVID-19 outbreak but the format
was restricted to the AGM only. It is planned however to reintroduce the popular and
useful morning workshops for 2023.

Marc Heading was reappointed as chair with Councillor Doug McMurdo as vice chair.
Topics covered included unsurprisingly red diesel, and water resources/the work of WRE.
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vi)

Sofi Lloyd announced that Brian Stewart and lan Hodge from the EA had recently joined
the ADA Board and that DEFRA had asked ADA to liaise with them on the
implementation of schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act. She was also
pleased to be able to report that ADA had been instrumental in initiating an all-party
parliamentary group with a remit to discuss and consider Sustainable Flood and Drainage
Management.

Phil Hulme and Amanda Macloughlan spoke on behalf of the EA covering the
challenging associated with significant staff changes at the EA and noted that with the
capital program for this six-year cycle being double that of the previous one this would
be generating considerable additional work load.

It was advised that this coming years revenue (maintenance) budget was £5.3M which
was more than the previous year but what could be delivered within this budget could be
impacted by inflation.

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7" March 2023.

Updating IDB Byelaws

Further to minute B.855, ADA have advised that there was an error in the Model Byelaws
relating to a Penalty Notice which referred to s37 of the Criminal Justice Act 1982, which
was actually repealed on the 1.12.2020 by the Sentencing Act 2020. Consequently, Defra
has amended the Penalty Notice attached to the byelaws to include the correct reference.
This Penalty Notice is not part of the Byelaws and, as such, is a simple correction. There
IS no requirement either to readvertise, or seek Defra approval and the version now
uploaded to the website is the corrected one.

Environment Act

In November 2021 Defra announced that the Environment Act became law. The stated
aim of this Act is to improve air and water quality, tackle waste, increase recycling, halt
the decline of species, and improve the natural environment. However, the Act also
includes powers (specific to IDBs) which amend the Land Drainage Act 1991,
addressing the technical issue of missing or incomplete data, which is preventing
existing internal drainage boards from expanding and new ones from being
established. Defra have stated that they will be working on the associated secondary
legislation over the coming year and will be engaging with IDBs through ADA on this.

Smart Level System/District Wide Telemetry Bid

There is currently Grant in Aid available covering 50% of the total cost should the
Board choose to proceed this year. The cost to the Board (after grant) would be
approximately £2.5K and would include supply, installation, configuration and five
years of data and hosting. The new system is being installed in the majority of pumping
stations in the MLC catchment and is web-based giving access to those with login
privileges to information such as water levels, pump states (running or stopped) and
pump failure. Text alarms can be generated for high or low water level and pump failure
and pump running and level history can be interrogated.
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Miss Ablett advised the anticipated cost of the telemetry would equate to a 1p rate or
could be funded from the pump replacement fund.

RESOLVED

That the installation of telemetry at the Board’s pumping station be approved and
funded from the pump replacement fund.

vii) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022

That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 will be held at ExCel, London on the
23rd and 24th November 2022.

viii) Red Diesel

Following extensive lobbying and the efforts of ADA, DEFRA and Treasury have softened
their stance on the potential loss of access to red diesel use by IDBs. Going forward then as
long as the work undertaken by the IDB can be shown to have some agricultural benefit then
red diesel use can continue. The exception will be construction works and works where the sole
beneficiary is an urban area.

iX) Planning and Consenting Fees

Proposed changes to planning and consenting service supply charging

Two changes are proposed. The current arrangements and the proposed changes are outlined
below.

. The current arrangements for charging for Technical Services advice and support, for planning
and consenting matters, is based upon a direct cost recovery arrangement. To achieve this all
time spent on every item of work undertaken has to be logged and recorded in detail. This
information is then pulled together and invoices prepared and checked before being passed to
the Board Chairs for sign-off. This requires a considerable amount of time and effort and this
time is of course included in the eventual fees paid. It is considered that a more efficient model
would be to mirror the one used for charging for Clerking services which is based upon a lump
sum annual fee. This has a number of advantages. It reduces internal workload which in turn
releases time to carry out productive work. It also allows Boards to budget for the fees knowing
at the time of rate setting what the annual fees will be.

To ensure that a fair assessment is made it is suggested that the last five years of fees are looked
at and an average taken. If there is clearly one or two years where one or two planning matters
have impacted heavily upon the figures then an appropriate adjustment will be made. The final
fee will be converted into a fraction of the costs of overall cost of supplying planning and
consenting services for all Boards including the MLC and this percentage will become fixed
until such time that a review is called for.

In addition, we will still actively encourage developers and their agents to enter into Pre/Post
application contracts. This will help keep the overall planning costs to a minimum. We will also
be looking to move more and more to lump sum charges for developers for the same reasons
outlined above, i.e., to reduce internal administration work and costs where possible.
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It is not proposed that this change will extend to other Technical Services work, such as surveys,
catchment analysis, and refurbishment/replacement/improvement scheme work or associated
advice which will continue to be logged and charged on a “hours spent” basis.

RESOLVED

That a lump sum fee arrangement be agreed in principle, but figures to be presented
to the Board at their June 2023 meeting.

Many members have noted that the reporting in relation to planning application comments and
responses is comprehensive. Again, it often takes many hours to produce such detailed reports
for which the Board is charged. This time could be spent in dealing with and taking action on
planning and consenting matters. There is also the issue of the potential time lapse between any
planning/byelaw issue raising its head and the meeting of the Board. It is of course normally
advantageous to take action as soon as possible after any issue had become apparent. It is
therefore proposed that going forward the Board nominate who they wish to be copied in on all
planning correspondence, for example the Chair and Vice-Chair. They will then be able to liaise
with the Planning Engineer if they wish to and will be conversant with discussions being
undertaken. The Board may also wish to delegate decision making for initial actions for bylaw
infringements to the Board nominee/s.

To ensure that the Board is consulted on the most important matters it is proposed that when it
is wished for a matter to be raised within the Board report then a request from the Chair can be
made and a detailed report would follow. This would normally be the case where significant
costs might be associated with enforcement, including perhaps incurring legal fees or where an
unusually large or significant development is proposed.

Should the above change be agreed to, then going forward the Engineer’s report will provide a
list of all planning applications of interest to the Board and consents applied for/approved but
unless requested by the Chair no detail will be provided.

RESOLVED

That no further detail be reported on individual planning matters in the

Consulting Engineers Report unless requested by the Chairman or Vice-Charman.

X)  Anglia Farmers

Miss Ablett reported that following the last meeting of each Board/Commissioners the Anglia
Farmers electricity contract was renewed in October 2021 for a shorter period of 6 months to
31st March 2022 and this was due to the volatile energy market at the time. As there remains
an enormous amount of volatility and uncertainty surrounding energy prices and as competition
is very limited, it was decided that the Commissioners and Boards should remain within the
Anglia Farmers buying group at the moment as there is likely to be little scope for us to
negotiate better deals. The Clerk will also report a new contract has been signed for a 12-month
period to 31st March 2023 with EDF Energy through Anglian Farmers.

The Anglia Farmers Energy team does not have to commit to buying energy for years ahead at

the current price levels and the flexible contract that they have to buy energy from 1st April

2022 allows them to risk manage the portfolio for their Members, which means they will be

well positioned to take advantage of any energy market normalisation ahead. When market
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conditions have settled down/normalised the Board/Commissioners will be asked whether they
wish to remain with Anglia Farmers. But this may not be for several years based upon current
market assessments.

xi)  Fens Biosphere

Miss Ablett reported that this project is on hold and will remain so unless and until Fenland
District Council is prepared to engage with a redefined brief and vision for it.

B.970 Low points on the Bury Brook

Further to minute B.932 the Chairman reported that following the requested inspection of Bury Brook
and having spoken with the Consulting Engineer he had been advised that it was an Environment
Agency asset even though it was within the Board’s District. He added this was therefore not the
responsibility of the Board.

Mr Lakey advised the bank had been surveyed and a low point had been identified and although not
considerably low, it was obviously low enough for it to over top and any works could lead to a knock-
on effect further upstream.

Mr Stokes advised the size of culverts along that stretch of drain prevented the water from getting to
the pump quickly and added that the Board had previously discussed installing larger pipes at several
of the culverts to enable the water to flow more quickly.

Mr Lakey reported that Mr Stokes and Mr J Armstrong were going to contact him with the size of
pipes required, for which the Board were going to pay.

The Vice Chairman advised that the culverts were fairly large and doubling them up would make a
lot of difference. Mr Lakey advised that larger pipes would be a better option to doubling up.

Members advised that Mr Peter Horsford had applied for a culvert to be installed near Point 60, which
if consented would cause problems for the Board if it was smaller than the proposed replacements.

The members discussed which culverts would need to be made bigger.
Miss Ablett advised the Board may be able to apply for GIA for drain improvements considering the
number of anticipated culverts that may need to be enlarged.

Members considered the Board should inspect the drain between points 60 and 71 to ascertain what
improvements would be necessary and agreed this should take place on Tuesday 28" June at 8am and
for members to meet at Point 70, with the Consulting Engineer in attendance.

Mr Lakey advised he would liaise with the Civil Engineer to discuss whether GIA funding was
available for improvements to drains and culverts, before the inspection on 28th June.

RESOLVED
That an inspection is made on Tuesday 28th June, with the Consulting Engineer in attendance

to discuss improvements to the drain and culverts between points 71 and 60, the costs
involved and GIA available.
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The Consulting Engineer to liaise with the Civil Engineer to discuss whether GIA funding was
available for improvements to drains and culverts, before the inspection on 28" June.

B.971 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters

The Board considered the supplementary Report of the Consulting Engineers.

Mr Lakey reported on the works carried out over the past year and of future works, together with the
associated costs.

Mr Lakey referred Members to the deteriorating headwall at reach 2-11 and enquired whether the
Board wished to take any action. Members discussed this further and confirmed the headwall
belonged to Mr Harlock at Newtons Farm. It was agreed the Chairman should approach Mr Harlock
requesting he repairs the wall at his expense.

Miss Ablett outlined the current position concerning the Right to Connect to public sewers and
enquired whether the Commissioners would support removal of the Right to Connect to public sewers
or not.

Following discussions amongst the Members it was agreed the Board did not support the removal of
“Right to Connect”.

RESOLVED
)} That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved

i) Weed Control and Drain Maintenance

That the maintenance works identified in the Report be undertaken

iii) That the Chairman speaks with Mr D Harlock at Newtons Farm, regarding the headwall
at reach 2 to 11 requesting he repairs the headwall at his expense and that the Chairman
be authorised to take any action considered necessary.

iv) That the Board do not support the removal of the Right to Connect be public sewers

[Post Meeting Note]

Following the annual Board meeting on the 23rd June, it was agreed to arrange an additional site
meeting at point 70 to identify any possible restrictions or culverts between the Golf Course and Point
58, that may be holding back water and cause localised flooding in a rainfall event.

Due to the high summer water retention level, it was not possible to see the actual pipe diameter of
each culvert, however adjacent landowners confirmed they were no greater than 600mm. An
inspection of the private watercourses between point 71 and the golf course, also revealed they were
relatively narrow with unnecessarily steep banks, restricting the heavy flows experienced during an
event and causing over topping.

It was agreed to survey the existing culverts and bed levels of reaches 60-67-68-69-70-71 and also
the section upstream of point 71 to the golf course and downstream of point 69 to reach 58-60. Once
the survey results have been received, a proposal for drain channel improvements and culvert
replacements, can be submitted for GIA funding.

Surveys would be carried out once the water levels had been lowered to the winter retention levels
and the adjacent banks flail mown.
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RESOLVED

That the GIS technician surveys the existing culverts and bed levels of reaches 60-67-68-69-70-71
and also the section upstream of point 71 to the golf course and downstream of point 69 to reach 58-
60.

That surveys are carried out once the water levels have been lowered to the winter retention levels
and the adjacent banks flail mown.

That a proposal for drain channel improvements and culvert replacements be submitted for GIA
funding, once the survey results have been received.

Post meeting note ends

B.972 Capital Improvement Programme

Members considered the Board’s future Capital Improvement Programme.

Miss Ablett reported the figures shown were those from the previous Consulting Engineer’s asset
survey carried out in 2020 and advised the current Consulting Engineer had recently reviewed the
asset survey and the current position.

Miss Ablett reported the consulting engineer had advised the control panel for the 2 electric pumps
housed in the diesel pump house, was the original unit installed in 1974 and being almost 48 years
old was at the end of its useful life and should be replaced.

She added the consulting engineer considered the old pump house was in need of renovation and he
had advised of the options available to the Board

a) If the pumphouse were to be demolished and a new GRP kiosk built on the existing site,
together with a replacement control panel, the cost would be in the region of £35,000, plus
demolition costs.

b) If the pumphouse was retained and the control panel replaced the cost would likely be in the
region of £20,000, but the consulting engineer suggested that in view of the condition of the
pumphouse, the control panel should be made weatherproof and this would cost in the
region of £2,000.

Miss Ablett advised that should the Board wish to replace the control panel an application for GIA
could be made. She added a business case would need to be prepared beforehand, which may be in
the region of £3,000 to £5,000, however if 100% GIA was received this would cover the business
case, but if not, the Board would have to pay for its preparation.

Miss Ablett reported that if the Board wished to proceed down the GIA route, it would not be possible
to prepare the business case and make an application until 2028/2029.

Members discussed the Consulting Engineer’s comments, together with potential GIA being available
and agreed that a business case should prepared and a GIA application made for the replacement of
the control panel, including making it weatherproof in 2028/2029.

Members enquired whether any work could be carried out to the existing control panel to make it

damp proof, i.e., using some form of heating. Mr Lakey confirmed that it may be possible and he
would ask the consulting engineer to investigate it further.
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RESOLVED

That the Capital Improvement Programme be amended to include £22,000 for a replacement
control panel and weatherproofing to be included in 2028/2029.

That a business case be prepared and a GIA application made for the replacement of the
control panel, including making it weatherproof be made in 2028/2029.

That if the application was not fully funded the cost of business case be paid from the pump
replacement fund.

That the Consulting Engineer investigates whether any work can be carried out to the
existing control panel to make it damp proof, i.e., using some form of heating.

B.973 District Officer’s Report

The District Officer advised he didn’t have much to add to the report already provided by Mr Lakey
and reported that he had not received any complaints during the year.

RESOLVED
That the Officer be thanked for his services during the year.

B.974 Conservation Officer’s Newsletter and BAP Report

Miss Ablett referred to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter previously circulated to Members.

Members considered and approved the most recent BAP report.

B.975 District Labour
District Officer’s Fee and Pumping Attendant’s Wages — 2022/2023

a)  The Board gave consideration to the District Officer's fee for 2022/2023.
b)  The Board gave consideration to the Pumping Station Attendant's wages for 2022/2023.
RESOLVED

a) That the Board agree that the sum of £3,494 be allowed for the services of the District
Officer for 2022/2023, payable from the 1%t April 2022.

b)  That the wages of the Pumping Station attendant be increased by 3% from 1%t April 2022
as indicated on the Supplementary Schedule.

(NB) — The District Officer declared a financial interest when this item was discussed.

B.976 State-aided Schemes

Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the District
and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the
Environment Agency.
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RESOLVED

That no proposals be formulated at the present time other than those already discussed.

B.977 Environment Agency — Precepts

Miss Ablett reported that at the Environment Agency Flood Defence Committee meeting the
Committee voted to adopt an indicative 2% increase in the precepts on Internal Drainage Boards for
the next 6 years commencing from 2022/23, with the ability to revisit annually should exceptional
circumstances indicate this is required. The Committee voted for a 0% increase (for exceptional
circumstances) above the indicative 2% increase for the year ending 31st March 2023 - total of a 2%
increase on the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards for the year ending 31st March 2023.

The precept for 2021/2022 was £6,422.00.

B.978 Claims for Highland Water Contributions — Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991

Miss Ablett reported that following his submission of claims for contributions the gross sum of
£5,153.61 (£14,699.01 less £9,545.40 received on account) (inclusive of supervision) has been
received from the Environment Agency for the financial year 2020/21 based on the Board’s actual
expenditure on maintenance work for that financial year and the sum of £9,590.59 in respect of 80%
of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year 2021/2022.

B.979 Association of Drainage Authorities Subscriptions

Miss Ablett reported that ADA has increased subscriptions by 1% for 2022, from £565 to £571.
RESOLVED

That the requested ADA subscription for 2022 be paid.

B 980 Health and Safety

Further to minute B.943, Mr Lakey reported that following the last inspection by COPE Safety
Management the only matter outstanding was the replacement of warning signage. He advised the
signs had been received and he was arranging for these to fitted shortly.

B.981 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board — 2020/2021

a) The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return
for the year ended on the 31% March 2021.

b) The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year
ended on the 31% March 2021.
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B.982 Defra IDB1 Returns

Miss Ablett referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2020/2021 which the Board noted and approved.

B.983 Budgeting

Miss Ablett referred to the budget comparison of the forecast out-turn and the actual out-turn for the
financial year ending 31% March 2022.

B.984 Review of Internal Controls and appointment of Internal Auditor

The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls.

Miss Ablett advised that due COVID-19 challenges the current Internal Auditor, Whiting & Partners,
had been approached and asked and had agreed to extend their contract beyond the originally agreed
three-year term (under the original contractual terms). It was also noted that going forward auditors
be invited to tender for a five-year term, the principle being that this gave both parties certainty over
a longer period. For the Boards this meant that the investment in time in getting a new auditor up to
speed represented better value.

RESOLVED
That the Board approve a further one-year extension of the appointment of Whiting &

Partners as Internal Auditor and to support the proposal for a five-year contract to be tendered
thereafter.

B.985 Risk Management Assessment

a)  The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with their current Risk Management
Policy.

b) The Board considered and approved the insured value of their buildings and from 1%
April 2023 sums insured to be index linked.

B.986 Exercise of Public Rights

Miss Ablett referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited
Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of Conclusion
of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return.

B.987 Annual Governance Statement — 2021/2022

The Board considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on the 31°
March 2022.
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RESOLVED

That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of
the Board, for the financial year ending 31 March 2022.

B.988 Payments

The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £125,262.59 which had been made
during the financial year 2021/2022.

(NB) — The District Officer declared an interest in the payment made to him.

B.989 Annual Accounts of the Board — 2021/2022

The Board considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year ended
on the 31% March 2022 as required in the Audit Regulations.

RESOLVED

That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Return, on behalf of the Board, for the
financial year ending 31 March 2022.

B.990 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2022/2023

The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage rates in
respect of the financial year 2022/2023 and were informed by Miss Ablett that under the Land
Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on agricultural
hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be respectively 93.39% and
6.61%.

Miss Ablett advised the estimates did not allow for the cost of any security measures and referred to
the recent theft of gas oil from the station. After discussing the slubbing requirements for the coming
year Members agreed that security measures should be improved and requested the consulting
engineer to obtain a quote for an alarm, a camera system with alerts, together with additional lighting.
RESOLVED
i)  That the estimates be approved.

i)  That a total sum of £73,805 be raised by drainage rates and special levy.

iii)  That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage
rates and to be met by special levy are £68,923 and £4,882 respectively.

Iv) That a rate of 28.50p in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the
District.

v) That a Special levy of £4,882 be made and issued to Huntingdonshire District Council for
the purpose of meeting such expenditure.
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vi) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special levies
and to the special levies referred to in resolution (v).

vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levies by such statutory
powers as may be available.

viii) That the Consulting Engineer obtains a quote for security measures at the pumping
station and the Chairman be authorised to take any action considered necessary.

B.991 Date of next Meeting

RESOLVED

That the next Meeting of the Board be held on Thursday 22nd June 2023 at Ramsey Golf
Club.

B.992 Any other Business

Members requested that a text be sent to them, prior to sending the agenda, advising that the email
and attached agenda may be in their junk mail, and they need to approve the sender so this does not
occur going forward.

RESOLVED
That Members are sent a text prior to the agenda being sent advising that the email and

attached agenda may be in their junk mail, and they need to approve the sender so this does
not occur going forward.
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Ramsey First (Hollow) |.D.B.

Consulting Engineers Report —June 2023

Weed Control and Drain Maintenance

The maintenance works carried out last year generally accorded with the recommendations

approved by the Board at its last annual meeting.

Arisings from the previous year’s machine cleansing of the Main pump drain were successfully
incorporated into the arable fields by adjacent landowners. However, due to the large quantities of
material deposited along some reaches, a contractor's excavator was sourced to spread these
arisings sufficiently to allow them to be incorporated into the arable rotation with standard cultivation
equipment. A contractor's excavator was also utilised to clear the remainder of the clay dam that
was removed during last year’'s machine cleansing upstream from the pumping station. The clay
material was incorporated into the adjacent Forty Foot bank as part of the Middle Level

Commissioners’ bank raising scheme.

A recent joint inspection of the Board’s district drains has been undertaken with the District Officer,
revealing that the majority of the drains remain in a satisfactory condition and are being maintained

to a good standard.

The inspection highlighted sporadic stands
of reed and emergent aquatic vegetation in
Ramsay Hollow spur drains (reaches 3-29,
5-30 & 8-38) and the Hollow Head Farm
drains (reaches 6-31-32-33-34 & 32-35-36-
37). It is recommended the affected
reaches are treated with an application of
Roundup herbicide followed by light }
machine cleansing post harvest this year. A
provisional sum, has been included within

the Board’'s estimated costs, for the

proposed works to be completed. A \

Ramsey Hollow spur Drain, Point 8
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— It was noted during the inspection that the previous
' year’s herbicide application appears to have provided
good control with minimal emergent re-growth visible
throughout the Board’s district. However, some sporadic
stands of emergent aquatic vegetation are still evident in
small pockets throughout the drains and it is
recommended that the affected reaches are included in
the herbicide programme this year. A sum has been
included within the estimate to allow for drains that fall

within this year's proposed machine cleansing

programme, and any others that require a Roundup

Herbicide success at Point 47

application to control aquatic weed growth.

During the inspection a number of self-sown
saplings were identified on the western bank of
the Board’s main Ash drain. Approval has
previously been sought and granted to remove
the saplings from the western bank further
downstream with the remaining stumps
chemically treated to prevent further regrowth. It
is recommended the identified saplings are
removed this autumn/winter and the stumps
treated to prevent any further reinfestation. In

anticipation of the Board’s approval for the works

Self-sown saplings along Ash Drain

to be completed, a provisional sum has been

included in the estimated costs for the works to proceed at the end of the year.

The issue with the loose material and collapsing culvert
headwall on Long Drove, reach 2-11, remains unresolved
and if it deteriorates any further it is probable the culvert
and watercourse could be blocked at an inopportune time.
The Board may wish to take this opportunity to

discuss how it wishes to deal with this matter.

R ¥ :(‘(' : o A A7 .
Deteriorating headwall, reach 2-11
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Messrs Ashman have indicated that they are available to undertake the Board’s flail mowing
requirements again this year. Flail mowing in advance of the machine cleansing works will be
required to afford the machine operator optimum visibility to undertake the cleansing work. A sum
for flail mowing both of the aforementioned reaches has been included within the Board’s estimated

costs.

A provisional sum has been included within the estimated costs for any emergency machine

cleansing, cott removal or culvert clearance works that may be required later in the year.

The estimated cost of this year's recommended Weed Control and Drain Maintenance works follows,

please refer to the previous plan for locations.

1 Allow sum for Roundup herbicide application

where required throughout the district ltem Sum 850.00

2 Machine cleanse Ramsey Hollow Spur drains

i) Reach 3-29 850m @ 1.20 1020.00

i) Reach 5-30 950m @ 1.20 1140.00

i) Reach 8-38 800m @ 1.20 960.00
3 Machine Cleanse Hollow Head Farm drains

i) Reach 6-31-32-33-34 1650m @ 1.20 1980.00

i) Reach 32-35-36-37 1200m @ 1.20 1440.00

4 Provisional Iltem
Remove remaining saplings on Ash Drain ltem Sum 3000.00

5 Allow for flail mowing in advance of
machine cleansing ltem Sum 3000.00

6 Provisional Item
Allow for emergency machine cleansing,
cott removal or culvert clearance works [tem Sum 2000.00

7 Fees for inspection, preparation and
submission of report to the Board,
arrangement of herbicide treatments
and machine cleansing works ltem Sum 1000.00

TOTAL £16,390.00

Orders for the application of herbicides by the Middle Level Commissioners are accepted on
condition that they are weather dependent, and they will not be held responsible for the efficacy or

failure of any treatment.
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Ramsey Hollow Pumping Station

The weedscreen travel motor gearbox had to be overhauled as it had failed. The telemetry outstation
has been fitted, additional cabling will be installed this summer to allow the electric pump signals and

levels to be incorporated. The lights for the site will also be installed this summer.

Pumping Hours

PUMP HOURS
800
700
600
500
400
300
200

100

2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023

B PUMP 1 ELEC 0 427 111 89 362 5 419 760 89 156
PUMP 2 ELEC 725 68 167 157 270 19 449 694 83 167
m PUMP 3 DIESEL 68 10 12 3 10 18 36 109 5 0

B PUMP 1 ELEC PUMP 2 ELEC m PUMP 3 DIESEL

The Chief Engineer is currently reviewing all the IDB projects on the EA’s FDGIA programme to
ensure they can be delivered in the most efficient and timely manner possible. The Board is asked
to note the Supplementary Report — April 2023 Improving Capital Delivery. As a part of this process,
it is recommended that a full catchment study be undertaken prior to any non-urgent works being
undertaken. This may mean that some of the works identified will be assessed as part of the study
rather than being delivered separately. This will have the benefit of maximising available Grant in
Aid. A Project Initiation Form will be prepared by the Chief Engineer and will be shared with the

Board in due course.

Planning Applications

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following new development related
matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting:

MLC Council Type of

Ref. Ref. Applicant Development Location
Provision of
information re Bury

208 Enquiry Client of RSK Primary School Meadow Lane, Bury
Industrial

209 H/22/01079/FUL Mr Bowens (Extension to unit) Stocking Fen Road, Ramsey*

Team C
210 H/22/01547/PIP Properties Ltd Residence The Hollow, Ramsey
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(Replacement
following demolition of
former chapel)
Residence
211 H/22/01783/FUL Mr & Mrs Newman | (Replacement) The Hollow, Ramsey
Agricultural (Storage
212 H/22/01820/AGDET Mr S Cumbridge building) Hollow Lane, Ramsey*
Residence
213 H/22/01896/HHFUL Ms G Wilkinson (Extension) Abbey Road, Ramsey
The Trustees of The | Change of use
Lord De Ramsey's (Agricultural barns to
214 H/22/02416/PMBPA 1963 Settlement residential - 5 plots) Ramsey Road, Ramsey Forty Foot
Residence
215 H/22/02388/AGDET Mr S Cambridge (Hard standing access) | Hollow Lane, Ramsey
Change of use (Barn to
216 H/22/02417/FUL Mr M Shiew residence) Warboys Road, Bury
Change of use
(Agricultural buildings
to office and storage
217 H/23/00104/P3MPA Mr Thompson use) The Hollow, Ramsey
Thermeco Energy Thermal Treatment
218 CCC/22/151/FUL Ltd Facility Puddock Hill, Warboys*
Ramsey Rural Shipping containers
219 H/22/02036/FUL Museum CIO (4 no) Wood Lane, Ramsey
Residence
220 H/23/00296/HHFUL Mr & Mrs B Shaw (Extension) Hollow Lane, Ramsey
Trustees of The Change of use
Lord De Ramsey's (Agricultural to
221 H/23/00502/PMBA 1963 Settlement residential — 2 plots) Hollow Road, Ramsey Forty Foot
Change of use
Trustees of The (Agricultural building
Lord De Ramsey's to residential = 3
222 H/23/00503/PMBA 1963 Settlement plots) Hollow Road, Ramsey Forty Foot
Residence
223 H/23/00551/HHFUL Mr & Mrs S Bailey (Extension) Hollow Lane, Ramsey

Planning applications ending ‘PIP’ and ‘IP’ relate to Permission in Principle

Planning applications ending ‘AGDET’ relate to Agricultural Determination

Planning applications ending ‘HHFUL’ relate to Householder applications for Full Planning Permission
Planning applications ending ‘PMBPA’ relate to Prior Approval - Agricultural to Dwellings

Planning applications ending P3MPA relate to Prior Approval Agricultural to Offices or Shops

Developments that are known to propose direct discharge are indicated with an asterisk. The

remainder propose, where applicable and where known, disposal to soakaways, infiltration devices

and/or other Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). The applicants have been notified of the

Board's requirements.

The following applicants have chosen to use the Infiltration Device Self-Certification Service for the

disposal of surface water and, in doing so, agreed that if the device was to fail in the future the land

owner would be liable for any remedial works to rectify the situation.

(a) Ms G Wilkinson at Abbey Road, Ramsey (MLC Ref No 213)
(b) Ramsey Rural Museum CIO at Wood Lane, Ramsey (MLC Ref No 219)
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Members of the Board will recall that at the last meeting it was decided that specific detailed entries
would not be made in future reports unless requested to do so, with the exception of questions
raised at the last Board Meeting. In the absence of any instruction no detailed entries have been

made.

Warboys (General area rather than parish/town boundaries)
Various developments at Warboys Landfill Site, Puddock Hill, Warboys — Client of BE
Design (MLC Ref No 163), Caulmert Limited (MLC Ref Nos 164 & 175), Sycamore
Planning Ltd (MLC Ref No 172), Client of Stopford Limited (MLC Ref No 206) and

Thermeco Energy Ltd (MLC Ref No 218)

Further to Minute B.967 Warboys Landfill Site a letter was issued to Stopford Limited in

early August requesting an update on its client’s position and plans for this development

but no reply was received and no subsequent discussion has occurred.

Members may be aware that planning permission CCC Ref No H/5002/18/CW (MLC
Ref No 172) was granted for the construction of a heat and power plant comprising
biomass energy from waste (efw) facility and treatment of waste water together with

associated infrastructure but this expired during 2022.

During December Stopford Ltd, in its role as planning agent and consultant, submitted,
on behalf of its client, Thermeco Energy Ltd, which is working in partnership with
Woodford Recycling Services Ltd, the current site owner and occupier, a planning
application for the construction and operation of a thermal treatment facility (an
incinerator) for the generation of electricity, primarily for export to the National Grid,
using regionally sourced non-hazardous residual (post recycling) waste together with
associated works. This application was subsequently validated by the County Council,
in its role as the Waste Planning Authority, in February.

In the absence of a request from the Board neither a detailed assessment of the
submission nor the provision of a detailed response to the County Council have been

undertaken. However, from a brief review the following is noted:

e The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Assessment identifies a significant loss of
habitat units, including the loss of three ponds on the application site, which
is not large enough for the provision of BNG and this may have to be

achieved through a combination of on-site and off-site measures. The
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enhancement of the former clay storage and landfill areas is discussed and

could include the formation of a wetland.

o Stopford Ltd's Drainage Water Strategy Ref No R6628-1E-0030 dated 4
November 2022 advises that surface water will be attenuated utilising
storage provided by a combination of an underground tank and pipe
system, including manholes, and the flooding of non-critical areas of the
site by 75mm. Whilst the latter does meet current national guidance it is
considered inappropriate by most Boards.

e Several surface water outfalls discharging in to the fenland drainage
network are considered and a point of discharge to "The Internal Drainage
Board (IDB) ditch" as shown on Drawing No D6628-CS-0004: Conceptual
Site Drainage is identified. However, this drawing does not readily appear
to be included in the submission documents and is presumed to be that

between the site entrance and Manor Farm.

o Despite identifying this point of discharge no discussions have been held
with the Board, despite it possibly requiring the Board’s consent, but
consultation has been undertaken by the applicant's agent with the
Environment Agency and the County Council, in its role as the Lead Local
Flood Authority (LLFA).

In its response the LLFA objected to the application on many of the matters discussed
above and also requested an "in principle" agreement with the Board. No such request

has yet been received from either the applicant or its agent.

The site has a significant history and concerns have previously been raised by the Board

about its impact on the local water level management system.

If it is considered appropriate further consideration can be given to the matter, including

the preparation and issuing of a formal response to the County Council.

Therefore, it would be beneficial to receive the Board’s opinion and further

instruction in respect of this development.
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Planning Updates & Consultations

Please note that this document, which was prepared for the previous reporting period, is no longer

available on the website; an update is currently being prepared and will hopefully be available shortly.

All responses to consultation documents were made on behalf of both the Middle Level

Commissioners and its associated Boards.

Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan to 2036

A. Local Plan Update

On 24™ January the District Council agreed to the preparation of a full update to the adopted Local
Plan which will set out a plan for how the district will grow over future decades.

B. The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) Consultation

The SCI will set out how the District Council will engage with the community on planning matters and
is an important part of the planning system as it enables residents and businesses to help shape
their communities, the future of their district and provide input into proposed development in their
area. Input from local communities helps the Council to understand the needs and aspirations of
the district whilst also balancing the communities’ needs with evidence, research, Government
requirements and legislation. This helps the Council to make decisions in the most informed way

possible to create sustainable communities.

The SCI will approach consultation and engagement through the principles:

e Representative — Ensuring that there are opportunities for local residents, partners and
businesses to get involved in consultation and engagement.

¢ Inclusive — Recognising that successful involvement cannot happen without a good
understanding of the make-up, needs and interests of different people and their capacity to
engage. An inclusive approach will enable different groups to have the opportunity to
participate and help the Council to fulfil its duties under the Equality Act.

o Effective — Effective consultation and engagement means ensuring people’s views are used
to inform and shape the delivery of services and the Council is clear about how views have

been taken into account.

and will cover the following planning matters:

¢ Involving the community in the production of planning policy documents;
¢ Neighbourhood planning;
¢ |nvolving the community in the planning application process;

¢ Brownfield Land Registers; and
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¢ Monitoring and Review.

A response to the consultation, which opened at the end of March and ends on 7" June, included

the following comments/requests:

Section 3 — Involving the community in production of planning documents

a) Every effort needs to be taken, as is reasonably and economically possible to publicise
planning applications and associated matters particularly in this “age of communication”.
However, it is appreciated that people are generally not interested in such matters until it
affects them directly which is often too late.

b) It is important for the Council to acknowledge and accommodate the changes in information
technology that may better assist in engaging with the difficult to reach people, for example,
using social media accounts, issuing advisories and updates for press releases to be used on
mobile phone news feeds, podcasts, etc.

¢) Whilst encouraging the use of IT, as discussed above, including the use of the Council’s
webpages, it needs to be acknowledged that there are still members of the public who are

unfamiliar with such technology and this can deter many people from making responses.

It is noted that many local Government webpages do not include simple contact details such
as departmental phone numbers or e-mail addresses, including these may increase responses

to consultations.

d) The Council may have to give consideration to the proposed implementation of Schedule 3 of
the Flood and Water Management Act (FWMA) 2010. It primarily relates to the requirement for
the inclusion of suitable drainage systems (SuDS) including the establishment of SuDS
Approval Boards (SAB).

It may be prudent to include a suitably worded entry in the SCI to cover this matter.

e) Habitat Regulations Assessment
It is considered that both the District Council and the applicant should make significant efforts
to go beyond the simple requirement to consult with Natural England in respect of designated
sites. There are many other protected sites within The Fens which are not SSSI, Ramsar, SPA
or SACs but, nonetheless, are of local importance. Therefore, discussions should also be held

with other relevant bodies with environmental interests including the County Council’s Ecology
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team, the RSPB, The Wildlife Trust etc. Development may be delayed because of the relevant

parties’ failure to consult with all the relevant bodies.

Section 5 — Involving the community in the Planning Application Process

a)

b)

d)

Planning applications
Would it be possible to refer to the need to consult and where necessary seek the

approval/consents of other RMA involved?

Pre-Application — Page 19

The Commissioners and associated Boards offer the use of Pre-Application consultation as
best practice and, therefore, encourage its use. Both paid and unpaid services are available
dependent upon the size, type and location of the development concerned.

The Commissioners and associated Boards also offer a paid Post-Application process.

The Commissioners and associated Boards would be pleased if your Council would encourage
the use of these procedures. Guidance on development proposals that are of interest and

where consultation is likely to be beneficial can be provided.

Decision Making

A previous comment made by a member of the Planning Committee, for an adjacent authority,
is that Statutory Consultees do not attend Planning Committees particularly when they are
opposing the application. This may be because of their limited resources, it is often not viable
for them to sacrifice several hours simply to have their “five minutes”. Whilst it is appreciated
that there are certain guidelines to follow, the use of “hybrid” and “blended” meetings would

permit officers to “attend” more easily and this should be encouraged.

Developer Contributions and Monitoring
The contributions required by your Council may be in addition to those required by other RMA,
for example, when seeking a discharge consent from either the Commissioners or one of the

associated Boards.

e) Planning Enforcement

Whilst it is appreciated that any planning enforcement refers to enforcement in respect of the
Town & Country Planning (T & C P) Act, it may beneficial if other stakeholders are aware of
the Council's processes in such circumstances, particularly if enforcement requires a “joint”

approach with other stakeholders.
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In addition, some generic items on planning related matters:

a) It is noted that for several reasons, perhaps including the COVID-19 Pandemic, the result of
changing working practices and the inability to recruit suitably qualified replacement staff, it
has been noted that the method of consultation with the relevant parties has changed with
individual, isolated and often ineffectual discussions occurring rather than integrated

discussions with the relevant parties undertaken “around the table”.

As a result of this the names of the relevant officers dealing with planning applications is often
unknown and/or they can be difficult to contact thus contributing to the delay in the relevant

processes.

The Commissioners and associated Boards encourage the return of integrated discussion
where all the RMAs can work together more closely to align the process of responding to
relevant issues. A quick Teams Meeting, or similar, may be all that is required.

b) Your Council is aware that the Commissioners and associated Boards continue to review, and
comment upon strategic planning documents, for example, the Local Plans and supporting

documents and, in this respect, wish to continue to be consulted on such public consultations.

However, the Commissioners and associated Boards are not statutory consultees in respect
of planning applications and, therefore, do not actually have to provide a response to the
planning authority and receive no external funding to do so. As a result, bespoke responses
are no longer provided to your Council on planning applications unless we are requested to do
so by the relevant RMA, the applicant has asked us to do so as part of a paid Pre-/Post-

Application process or it is otherwise considered appropriate to do so.

Several RMA have complained and expressed concerns to the Commissioners about the lack
of consultation and involvement by your Council when dealing with larger “strategic” sites
including the retail and business park to the north west of the Tesco Store off St Marys Road,
Ramsey; Oakwood Business Park, Old Great North Road, Sawtry and Eagle Business Park,
Yaxley. Concerns have also been raised about your Council’s failure to consider, as a
competent authority under the provisions of the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017, as amended (the Habitats Regulations), the adverse impacts in respect of

“Nutrient Neutrality” created by development.
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c¢) It is considered that it would be beneficial to the Commissioners and associated Boards if a
Drainage Advisory Notice could be included on relevant Decision Notices. This has been of
great benefit and assistance in the Fenland District Council area where such a notice is

included.

In response the District Council has recently advised as follows:

“Thank you for your comments in relation to the Statement of Community Involvement. |
have passed your comments on to our Development Management Team for consideration
where they fall outside of the Statement of Community Involvement, but are relevant to
signposting the work of external organisations such as yourselves. “

C. Callfor Sites
This is an opportunity to provide details of sites that might be suitable for allocation in the next

Local Plan. The sites should have potential for:

¢ Residential use (such as housing, specialist homes, moorings, care homes etc.)

e Commercial use (such as retail, leisure, industrial, logistics etc.)

e Infrastructure (such as health uses, community facilities, renewable energy etc.)

e Open Space use (such as sports & recreation, allotments, biodiversity net gain, flooding

safeguarding etc.)
A request has been issued to all the associated IDB Chairs within the District Council area enquiring
whether the Board has any land that it would like to put forward. The consultation ends on the 7%

June and to date no responses have been received.

High Rainfall Event and Flooding Incident — December 2020

The Ramsey Flood Investigation Report (FIR), prepared by the LLFA, has been published and can

be viewed at Ramsey December 2020 Flood Investigation Report (cambridgeshire.gov.uk).

The contents of the FIR highlight flooding in the area served by “The Slade” system and the High
Street/Wyatt Close area. Both have a known history of flooding and involve an element of the high

flows and water levels experienced in Bury Brook/Ramsey Tunnel.

Opportunities are taken, whenever possible, to raise concerns about Bury Brook with the

Environment Agency.
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When attending meetings of the Peterborough and Cambridgeshire Flood and Water (FloW)
Partnership, the Middle Level Commissioners’ Planning Engineer has raised concerns about the
issues experienced within Cambridgeshire during or following high rainfall and/or exceptional
circumstance type events and has enquired of other partners whether given the time that has
elapsed any progress is being made to resolve some of the issues. To date the response has been

limited.

In view of the above it is considered appropriate to advise the appropriate RMA, where relevant, on
areas which experience problems, particularly within the urban environment, and requires protection,

intervention and/or investment.

Initially, three areas of designation are proposed:

A. Business as usual - Areas where there are no known problems with the local water level and
flood risk management systems that cannot be solved through the Board’s “day-to-day

activities”.

B. Areas of concern - An area served by a water level and flood risk management system that
can approach capacity during rainfall events which has been the subject of or is at an
increased risk of flooding that is unlikely to be solved through the Board’'s “day-to-day

activities” and may require protection, intervention and/or investment by the relevant RMA(s).

C. Acute drainage areas — A geographical area with multiple or interlinked sources of flood risk
where there is a need for a higher standard of water level and flood risk management than
normal to ensure that any new development will not increase flood risk that affects people,
properties and local infrastructure and may require protection, intervention and/or investment
by the relevant RMA(s).

Neither items B nor C are the same as a “critical drainage area” which has a specific meaning in
flood risk terms i.e., “A Critical Drainage Area (CDA) is an area that has critical drainage problems
and which has been notified to the local planning authority as such by the Environment Agency in
line with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).”
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A review of the potential extents of either “areas of concern” or “Acute drainage areas” within the

Board’s catchment has been undertaken. Only “areas of concern” were found and these are shown
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The intention is to highlight this area to the relevant RMA e.g., planning authorities, LLFA, Anglian
Water, the Environment Agency etc., as an area which requires more involved management and will

assist in protecting the local flood and water management systems including the Board’s system.

As a result, apart from in the most exceptional circumstances, an initial request is that all water
discharges within this area must be attenuated to current volumes and/or greenfield rates of run off,

where practicable.

Following discussions, colleagues within the Middle Level Commissioners’ Works Department
advise that following the December 2020 event the MLC system took up to ten days and IDB systems

up to five days to return to normal.

It is also considered that current surface water design practices do not allow for the weather
conditions experienced prior to the December 2020 event or the complex network of water level and
flood risk management systems within the Fens. Therefore, consideration is being given to requiring
designs to:

A. Incorporate a higher Standard of Protection (SoP), possibly up to 0.5% AEP (1 in 200 year)
event
B. Include a greater allowance for Climate Change, in excess of 40%, and

C. Be able to “store” water on site for several days until the peak flows have passed.

Strategic Drainage and Wastewater consultation and issues

A. The Right to Connect
Members will recall that during the passage of the Environment Act through the House of Lords an

amendment was sought which aimed to minimise the impact of new housing development on levels
of local flood risk and the likelihood of storm discharges of untreated sewerage effluent into the water
environment. It aimed to ensure housing developers design systems according to a hierarchy of
drainage options that seek to reduce to a minimum the volume of rainwater entering combined

sewerage systems removing the current “right to connect” to public sewers.
On the basis that the various RMA involved could have been asked to consider taking the opportunity
to write to the government and voice their concerns over the right to connect for new developments

the views of the Boards administered by the Middle Level Commissioners were sought.

The amendment was not moved and the House of Lords were not invited to take a decision on it.

The Environment Act received Royal Assent in November 2021.
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However, the results of the Boards who provided a positive response is as follows:

For the removal of the Right To Connect 54%
Against the removal of the Right To Connect 23%
Neither for or against the Right To Connect 18%
Not an issue for the Board 5%

The discharge from sewers can cause several challenges including increased flood risk, pollution
and water quality issues, the solution to which is often at the rate payers’ expense. Unsurprisingly
the majority, but not all, of the Boards supporting the removal of the right either served or were

detrimentally affected by areas of urban development.

Of those Boards against the removal some only served small urban areas with a limited number of

sewers. Others served urban areas but only one received significant “benefit”.

The Board that neither opposes nor supports the removal served a significant urban area but the

remainder served a limited number of, or have no, adopted sewers within their catchments.

Other comments received expressed:

A. Concerns about the lack of investment and the need for improvement to the existing

adopted infrastructure and;

B. Suggested that the permission to connect should be on an approval basis so that it

can be controlled and any impacts managed and;

C. Required the Clerk to promote and lobby the Board’s position.

Some Boards are more rural whilst others feature a larger urban area. Similarly, a larger individual
Board may be predominantly rural but include a sub-catchment(s) which is largely, and increasingly,

an urban environment which has to accommodate the resultant flows.

Therefore, it is considered that it would be difficult to have a simple yes/no solution within a complex

system such as The Fens.
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B. Anglian Water Drainage & Wastewater Management Plan (DWMP)

Draft DWMP
A more detailed review of the DWMP will be included in the updated version of the Strategic Planning
Consultation Responses document currently being prepared. However, it is considered appropriate

to include specific entries for the relevant WRCs of interest in the local area.

1. Draft DWMP Consultation

The draft DWMP document has been the subject of a consultation which provided an opportunity to

comment on the document and included the following specific points:

Groundwater infiltration & surface water removal

The problems associated with groundwater infiltration and surface water within the sewer system,
particularly within combined systems, are known and are a problem for all RMAs
involved. Particularly when the water table is high and/or during the winter months.

The removal of groundwater infiltration and surface water from the sewerage system, to reduce the
number of flood events, pollutions and storm overflow spills is considered to be an appropriate option

in the correct circumstances and location.

The question that will need to be resolved in these situations is where will the surface water go
instead? Most other surface water systems are approaching their finite capacity and will require the
installation of significant infrastructure to deal with the flows. Who will pay and be responsible for
this? Care will also need to be taken to ensure that flood risk is not being increased elsewhere within

the WRCs catchment for another RMA to deal with as a result.

As the approval and consent of other RMAs may also be required, prior detailed consultation with

the parties involved MUST be undertaken and agreed BEFORE work commences.

(NB: In respect of this document, infiltration refers to groundwater entering the sewer system which

increases hydraulic loadings and threatens wastewater treatment efficiency.)

Water level Management Solutions

The use of SuDS, wetlands and other green structures is considered to be an appropriate option in

the correct circumstances and location.

The management of SuDS and other water level management systems is an ongoing challenge for
many RMAs. Without suitable arrangements being imposed these could simply become potential

liabilities for the various rate/bill payers. Therefore, adequate arrangements MUST be made to
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ensure that the long-term ownership funding, management and maintenance for the upkeep of any

green infrastructure, whether on or off site, in perpetuity is achieved.

Consideration also needs to be given to any restrictions upon maintenance of the drainage “facility”

due to the presence of protected habitats and species.

As the approval and consent of other RMAs may also be required, prior detailed consultation with

the parties involved MUST be undertaken and agreed BEFORE work commences.

Partnership Working
The Commissioners and associated Boards are prepared to work in partnership with the local
community, private and public partners to contribute to and deliver schemes for conservation,

navigation, water resources, water level & flood risk management where there is a mutual benefit to

the partners concerned.

However, to what extent they are prepared to contribute would be the subject of a decision for the

respective authority and this may vary dependent upon their views.

2. Programme outputs
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L3 water recycling Passed | Resilience

catchment population | population | population | RBCS risk score

RAMSEY 10233 12118 12602 Yes 1

Extracts from Anglian Water’s draft Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan showing
the results and proposed plans for Ramsey WRC

Planning objective Stakeholder | Medium term 2050 Strategy | Partnership
themes reviewed concerns/ strategy opportunities
comments identified
Escape from sewers Flood risk Network - 25% surface -
WRC compliance implications. Mixed water
Environment and strategies with removal.
wellbeing main solution
of SuDs
Ramsey WRC

This WRC currently serves a population of 10233 and in addition to the town of Ramsey also serves
Ramsey Heights, Ramsey St Mary, Ramsey Mereside and Bury. An increase in population across
the catchment of 2369 (23%) by 2050 was used in the BRAVA/RBCS process. Several concerns
were raised during the process and a mixed strategy has been proposed for the medium term. This
is likely to involve the removal of surface water from the system network, which has been the cause
of significant flooding during recent events, by utilising SuDS facilities. However, it is not certain
where these will be located given the dense urban environment, particularly within Ramsey, or who

will be responsible for these. The longer term strategy is to remove 25% of surface water by 2050.
WRC Compliance
The quality of the discharge does not appear to be a cause for concern. However, members will be

aware of Natural England’s concerns about nutrients affecting the aquatic environment.

3. Storm Overflow Consultation

A consultation exercise on Storm Overflow Discharges was held during February. In view of the
concerns discussed above it was considered appropriate to consult all the administered Boards even

though many would not be directly affected.
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The main means of providing a response was to provide answers to five specific questions and,
whilst responses were provided, in view of the nature of the matter, the responses received from the
Boards consulted and given that the issue is rising up the political agenda it was considered that a

more detailed and focused response was required.

The following are the headlines or a brief resume of the response:

A. Existing sewer systems and problems
1. The Right to Connect — As discussed elsewhere in this Report
2. Other issues — On going pollution problems, the surcharging of or high discharges during
or following high rainfall events, the lack of capacity within WRCs.

B. General
It is considered that all the current targets are too vague and will take too long to achieve any
meaningful results and that the consultation was not open and transparent as the locations of
the points of discharge are not readily identified within the document, therefore making it difficult

to provide a meaningful comment.

Advice was given that:

Most of our systems are pumped often remaining stationary for extended periods thus dilution
may not occur as expected; water is abstracted for various purposes — see High Priority Sites
— Public Health below; the adverse impact on areas of interest including designated
environmental sites; and that no “compensation” is provided for having to receive, transfer

and dispose of the discharges from the overflows.

C. Storm Flow Technical Overview

High Priority Sites

1. Ecology
a. Environment targets

It is considered that these targets should apply to all sites not just high priority ones, with
solutions implemented much sooner than identified if the Government’s target of halting
biodiversity decline is to be achieved and the goals of the Water Framework Directive and

the 25 year environment plan are to be achieved.
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b. Sensitive Inland Water

Reference was made to the proximity of trigger points.

2. Public Health
The document refers to Designated Shellfish Water and Designated Bathing Water as
trigger points which is understood, but it is not appreciated that vast quantities of water are
abstracted from Fenland water level management systems for agricultural use, whether this

is washing or irrigating crops for consumption within the food chain.

It was suggested that it would be prudent for the trigger points to be reviewed to include
those other items which could affect public health on a wider scale.

Potable Water

Reference was made concerning the use of excess water from both the Commissioners’
and surrounding systems to fill the proposed Fens Reservoir and the potential benefits of
improving water quality from the discharges into these watercourses.

3. Amenity
Emphasis is given to bathing waters but no reference is made to other wider but perhaps
smaller benefits on the Commissioners’ largely navigable systems and the disposal of
sewage into these watercourses may have an adverse impact on wider issues, for example,
tourism, angling etc or if these wider “costs” are considered when assessing the adverse

impacts of overflows on the local area.

4. Assessing spill frequency

Event data Monitors
a. From a closer review it was identified that some of the discharges of interest including
Doddington, Nightlayers and Ramsey WRCs are not fitted with Event Data Monitors.

Therefore, it is not known how the number of spills can be fully assessed.

Event Duration Monitors will be installed on all of Anglian Water’s overflows during Asset
Management Plan (AMP) period 7 (2020-2025) and this will, hopefully, reduce the level
of uncertainty during AMP 8 (2025-2030) and AMP 9 (2030-2035) by producing “real’

data.
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b. Rainfall target: Storm overflows will not be permitted to discharge above an average of
10 rainfall events per year by 2050 but this target should be more defined including
restriction on the duration of spills and the volume discharged. This may be difficult to
achieve. The Standard of Protection (SoP) provided, the use of “typical” rather than
excessive rainfall events and modelling of the various systems to identify potential
problem overflows rather than actual data — the number of spills, duration of the spills

etc was questioned.

Growth

The growth that has occurred in the last fifty years has contributed to the increased number
and length of spills and this will only become more severe as further growth continues unless
adequate steps are taken now to resolve these as a matter of urgency.

Climate Change

It would be appropriate for all RMAs to prepare for the worst-case scenario and there is an
aspiration to achieve this but this could be expensive, may prove unnecessary and wasteful
leading to criticism. It was suggested that the most economic and environmentally acceptable
standard should be achieved.

Screening

It would be beneficial to know where these initial overflows are located.

Storm Overflow Consultation

Performance Guide

It appears that priority is given to the number of spills rather than the length of time of the
discharge, the volume of flow being discharged or the cumulative effects of the overflows

due to their close proximity to each other.

Preferred Plan
It would be beneficial if the “headlines” from assessments and guidance on suggested
solutions could be provided to identify and instigate any early engagement with the parties

concerned, for example, land owners, developers etc.

Customer Support

Reference was made in the document to continual engagement with customers but there
appears to be limited engagement with those RMA who have to receive the flows from the

storm overflows.

53



It was suggested that such engagement commences and both the Commissioners and
associated Boards look forward to continual engagement and transparency on storm

overflows and networks in the future.

E. Consultation Questionnaire

The answers to the questionnaire were generally included in the response, but in reply to the
guestion How confident are you that this strategy aligns with our Purpose? A very low
confidence comment was provided adding that some of the systems cannot be managed

without significant investment and improvement works being required on several networks.

F.  Summary

Whilst it pleasing that the issue of sewage overflows is being progressed this appears to be
primarily due to political pressure rather than at the instigation of the water industry.

There are concerns that priority will be given to resolving issues associated with storm
overflows rather than those existing problems associated with WRCs and associated

systems.

Greater transparency, early engagement and further discussions should be undertaken to
any issues related to adoptable sewer systems and storm overflows if the current problems

are to be resolved.
The final DWMP document is currently being prepared and is due to be published this spring.
C. Review for implementation of Schedule 3to The Flood and Water Management Act 2010

F&WMA

The Flood and Water Management Act (FWMA) details the provision of comprehensive flood

management to protect people, homes, and businesses. It is written to protect water supplies to the
consumer and helps safeguard community groups from unaffordable rises in surface water drainage
charges. The Act introduces into law the concept of flood risk management as the preferred

approach rather than reliance on flood defences (existing or proposed) for protection of sites.

1. Schedule 3
Schedule 3 of the FWMA was introduced to establish a SuDS approving body (SAB) at the
county/unitary level for the regulation of new development and compliance with The Act. It

was intended that this Schedule would be introduced into law around 2015/2016, following
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the original Act that achieved royal ascent in 2010 but this did not happen and Schedule 3

did not achieve approval due to concerns that it would restrict housing delivery and growth.

Instead, the government made amendments to the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) and associated Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) to stipulate those decisions on
planning applications relating to major developments (over 10 dwellings, or equivalent non-
residential developments) should ensure that SuDS are put in place, unless demonstrated
to be inappropriate. The Local Planning Authority (LPA) in consultation with the Lead Local
Flood Authority (LLFA) currently need to approve drainage schemes and ensure they are

appropriately maintained.

Currently the maintenance of a development typically falls under the responsibility of a
Private Maintenance Company (PMC) which is usually paid for using service charge
agreements with the owners of the new properties and often selling residential properties
as leasehold rather than freehold.

. Review
In early December industry experts sent an open letter to the Prime Minister which “strongly

urged” the implementation of Schedule 3.

Following a review, DEFRA announced in January 2023, the government’s decision to
implement Schedule 3 which will provide a framework for the approval and adoption of high
quality SuDS and is expected to occur at a yet to be determined date in 2024. As a result,
the Government is giving consideration to how this will be implemented subject to final
decisions on scope, threshold and process whilst being mindful of the cumulative impact of
new regulatory burdens on the development sector and water industry. Defra recently
undertook a consultation survey with LPAs and LLFAs but not with IDBs and other relevant
parties. However, there are several issues and challenges that require resolution before

progressing further.

. Changes to existing laws

The implementation of Schedule 3 will introduce some small changes to three existing laws.

a) Building Act 1984

Section 59 which gives local authorities the power to request that sustainable
drainage systems in an unsatisfactory condition be renewed, repaired or cleansed is

to be amended.
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Section 84 which stipulates that local authorities withhold the right to request that
impermeable surfaces around a building which do not allow for the satisfactory
drainage of its surface or subsoil be remedied requires amendment to specify that

surfaces need to remove water in a satisfactory manner.

b) New Roads and Street Works Act 1991

Section 63 will include a small change should Schedule 3 be enacted.

¢) Water Industry Act 1991

Section 106 to remove the right to connect. Following Schedule 3's commencement,
a person may only exercise this right if their drainage system was approved by an
SAB before construction and if a proposal for their drainage system to communicate

with a sewer was included in their application for approval.

The NPPF and the associated PPG will require amending to reflect any changes.

Implementation

Whilst there will be some changes to current procedures it is considered that there are
several potential benefits including better working practices, better integration with other
RMA, the removal of the automatic right to connect, potential revenue streams etc but
there are several potential problems that need to be resolved including funding
mechanisms; potential increased costs on the rate payer; lack of resources, skills and
capabilities; the need for more timely responses possibly taking staff members from other
work.

The proposal is the subject of on-going discussions and a meeting with the LLFAs and
other partners has been requested to discuss the issues in order to maximise any
opportunities and minimise any adverse impacts on both the Middle Level Commissioners
and the Boards to whom it provides a planning consultancy service.

These discussions will include, as a minimum:

a) The suggested change in surface water design practice, as discussed elsewhere in

this report.
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b) Ensuring that adequate arrangements are made for long term ownership funding,
management and maintenance arrangements for the upkeep of any water level and
flood risk management system, whether on or off site, in perpetuity including details
of the works to be carried out by the occupier/land owner, adopting authority, the
Management Company or other responsible person/authority, together with the costs

attached, are included in the “Homeowners Pack” and the Deed of Sale.

¢) The right to connect needs to be on an approval basis to ensure that it can be

controlled and any adverse impacts managed.

d) That any incurred costs on the rate payer are kept to a minimum.

S

Consulting Engineer

14 June 2023

Ramsey First (Hollow) (324)\Reports\June 2023
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Ramsey First (Hollow) IDB

Consulting Engineers’ Supplementary Report - April 2023

Improving Capital Delivery

Introduction

Since being in post | have been getting to grips with a number of things in the Engineering/Technical
Services Department. I've made a number of observations: officers are knowledgeable, dedicated
and committed to delivering a service to the Commissioners and IDBs; working in partnership with
the Environment Agency and local planning authorities/LLFAs is clearly evident; the operations team
do an excellent job managing water resources in an extremely complex system; our capital delivery
programme is growing as assets come to the end of design life; we have some significant changes
and challenges ahead (biodiversity net gain requirements, the climate emergency and Fens
Reservoir amongst others) which need careful planning and resourcing if we are to properly
represent members and local communities and secure the best outcomes for the catchment.

We have an increasing capital delivery programme, with a number of ongoing projects and many
identified for future delivery. | have identified areas where improvements are needed to deliver these
projects better and to improve communications between the consulting engineer and the Boards.

Resources

Staff in MLC’s Technical Services are currently stretched in terms of capacity and capability. There
is a significant lack of suitable people across the engineering and project delivery profession
generally, which impacts not only MLC's ability to recruit, but also the availability of consultant and
contractor resources.

As well as our services to IDBs, and the Bank Raising Scheme over the next 4-5 years, and delivery
of the pumping station refurbishment programme, there is an immediate need to provide resources
to support MLC input to developing plans for Anglian Water's Fens Reservoir. This will have a
significant and profound impact on water management in the catchment, and MLC officers need to
ensure we secure the very best outcomes for our Board members, ratepayers, customers and the
environment. We will be working very hard over the next 6 months to achieve this before the project
passes is next ‘gate’.

Now that MLC receives revenue through navigation licences, we have to ensure that we deliver on
the requirements set out in the Navigation Byelaws 2020. This is a work in progress, but again sets
additional demands on our internal resources and our ability to be proactive.

MLC were unsuccessful in recruiting a new planning engineer in 2022 and the existing team is under
continued pressure to resolve ongoing and new applications, let alone adequately accommodate
new demands. We are now looking at alternative resource solutions to support the wider engineering
department.
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IDB Projects

| am already aware of a number of projects that have been in progress for some time. There is lack
of a clear programme of delivery and/project management discipline for these; there are no specific
timescales and other agreed tolerances with the IDB as ‘client’, and this makes it difficult to plan and
prioritise resources and workloads.

I am compiling a programme of all the projects being delivered by MLC and determining the
resources needed to complete them. | will work with the Boards in question to progress delivery as
quickly and efficiently as possible.

For new project requests, | am implementing a simple process with a ‘Project Initiation Form’ to
capture key information and undertake an initial assessment of the project. | will prioritise work
requested based on urgency and availability of resources. Unless otherwise instructed by an IDB,
our default approach will be to seek to maximise FCRM Grant in Aid funding for eligible projects. |
will implement a process of reporting progress regularly to the Boards/key contacts. As part of this
process, I'll be asking each Board to agree how they delegate decision making, as projects can't be
effectively delivered when governed through annual meetings, and how we manage better, more
frequent, communications between the Boards’ delegates and officers in Technical Services.

| am looking at the possibility of ‘packaging’ some works together for delivery by consultants, e.g.
Pumping Station Refurbishment Projects rather than delivering each one individually. This has the
advantage of securing a team of suitable resources who can focus on the work and deliver it as
efficiently as possible (economies of scale). This will be a change of approach for individual IDBs
and will need further work to determine how we manage this approach practically when each Board
is its own individual entity with maybe a once per annum meeting. | hope to provide you with more
detail about this, and the benefits it will give the Boards, in the coming months.

It may take some time to deliver the backlog of projects, which in turn might delay the start of new
projects. However, I’'m hopeful my approach will eventually lead to a more effective and efficient
delivery process.

MLC Bank Raising Scheme

This is currently the largest IDB led project in the national flood investment programme and gives us
the opportunity to develop capacity and capability in the organisation and share best practice across
all our work. The scheme will be under the spot-light and have a focus from the Environment Agency
in terms of grant assurance.

Works are progressing on a number of fronts but were lacking leadership and direction and there
was no delivery programme. | have implemented some standard project management tools to
control, manage and deliver the project: An ‘exception report’ was raised to the Project Board/MLC
Executive Board outlining the existing situation and mitigation measures being put in place; A project
plan and outline programme is now in place; Clear project governance has been identified; A data
management plan is being drafted; Risks and issues are being identified; Project and delivery
manager resources have been appointed and they will start in April.

Most of the project work was being carried out by MLC staff putting a strain on their already stretched
ability to delivery other commitments, especially to the IDBs. The Technical Services team does not
currently have the capacity or capability to deliver major projects.

There was a lack of clarity around environmental impact and risk assessments for activities which
are considerably more than ‘business as usual.’

Resources are in place/are being identified to complete environmental impact assessment required

before wholescale desilting works can be undertaken, including significant input from the MLC
Environment Officer.
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The Independent Technical Advisor has prepared a scope for tender to secure a consultant to
develop outline design and prepare Full Business Case (for MLC Project Board approval). The
consultant will provide all technical input needed for developing and planning the project and
ensuring consents and approvals are identified and in place. MLC staff will continue to act in a lead
client capacity, providing their specific technical expertise and knowledge of the catchment as
necessary. | will lead the project as Project Executive, working closely with the Project and Delivery
Managers and providing regular updates to the Project Sponsor (Chief Executive) and MLC
Executive Committee.

MLC’s H&S advisor, Cope, visited and assessed the provisions in place and provided advice on
additional requirements. Risk assessments/methods statements are being developed for physical
work activities alongside a full review of the MLC H&S policies.

A Communications & Engagement team is in place and is planning engagement in parallel with Chief
Executive’s proposed MLC engagement and branding improvements.

A robust forecast of project costs needs developing. It is likely that the total project costs will exceed
the current approval limit of £23million from the Outline Business Case. There are also some risks
to the delivery programme that need to be investigated further and mitigated as necessary. All of
these will be considered in more detail over the next 6 months, appraised and included in the Full
Business Case, before the end of the financial year 2023/24.

Contractors are currently being identified for the various work phases: desilting; material import; bank
raising works and hard defences (including detailed design).

Consulting Engineer
5 April 2023
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Ramsey First (Hollow) Internal Drainage Board

. PREVIOUS 2023/24 | 2024125 | 2025/26 | 2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 2029/30 | 2030/31 | 2031/32 | 2032/33 FUTURE ALL YEARS
Capital Improvement Programme (2023/2024) YEARS YEARS
PreYr0 Year 1 | Year2 | Year 3| Year4 | Year5 | Year 6 | Year 7 | Year 8 | Year 9 | Year 10 Post Totgl
Year 10 | Expenditure
Pumping station replacement 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Ramsey Hollow p/s
Pumping station pumping and control equipment replacement 53 0 0.0 30.0 0.0 0.0 22.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 57.3
Pumping station automatic weedscreen cleaning equipmet 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 20.0 20.0
Pumping station Control building refurbishment/replacement 0 0 0.0 15.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.0
Pumping station compound/surrounds improvements 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Pumping station roadway and bridge maintenance 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0
Watercourses Drainage Channels 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Refurbishment of inlets/outfalls 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Culvert improvements 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Property Bungalow 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
5 0 0 45 0 0 22 10 0 0 0 20 102

Updated from engineers asset appraisal
No submission on 2020 PAFS
Approved at meeting 23/06/2022:

Smart Level telemetry to be installed at pumping station (50% GIA funded)

Replace control panel & weatherproofing, £22,000 for 2028/29 - GIA business case to be made

Engineer to review drain and culvert improvements - possible GIA scheme
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Environment Officer

Ramsey 15t IDB

Environmental Update — June 2023

Introduction

As | took up post in mid-October, unfortunately | am not in a position to provide a full biodiversity action plan
update yet, but have compiled the following update of environmental activities and key points relevant to the
Board, which | hope you find useful.

| have been familiarising myself with the IDB area, its approaches and plans as well as | can, over winter, but from
now onwards | would like to plan some further visits to the IDB area to develop a much better understanding of the
area and your priorities, so will be in touch to do organise this. | look forward to working with you to enhance any
areas that we agree would be beneficial and feasible to do so.

1. Bank Raising Project

You will have been made aware of the Bank Raising Project and the work that is planned on the MLC channels
and banks within the district. The ecological considerations of the project are being dealt with separately, outside
of this report, along with the project update. However, should you have any questions about the projects’
ecological considerations then do contact me directly and | will be happy to help.

2. Biodiversity Action Plan Review

The Biodiversity Action Plan has traditionally been the key document which sets out the IDBs’ planned
contributions towards conserving and enhancing biodiversity. Although the BAP remains vital, the objectives are
unlikely to be reached unless there is a process in place to ensure that the incremental steps that need to be taken
to achieve the BAP objectives are incorporated into regular operations and are reviewed regularly. Otherwise, the
BAP simply becomes a document that is reviewed once or twice a year. It is the review of this vital process that |
will be focussing on, rather than reviewing the objectives in the BAP, because the objectives themselves still
remain valid.

3. Process and Compliance Review

| am well into a thorough process and compliance review of all our environmental approaches across all boards.
This will help to ensure that IDBs are operating in line with all new legislative and regulatory requirements, updated
guidance and best practice, and are better prepared for any changes we expect to be introduced in the next year.
This will include the impacts and opportunities brought forward by the Environment Act 2021, including biodiversity
net gain and delivering biodiversity enhancement. The outcomes of this review will feed into the BAP refresh for
each IDB.

| also plan to review the currently-available pre-application environmental advice for consents and standard
responses with the planning office.

4. GIS System Development

To support the activities mentioned above, an improved environmental GIS system is being developed and work is
well underway to digitise all available environmental data. Lots of data exists due to all the good work already
undertaken by IDBs but it exists in different states in different places. There is also a great deal of information held
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by the Local Environmental Records Centres, for which | am pleased to say, we now have a contract in place to
receive regularly. This will be a vital data source that we must consult when planning our work to help us identify
any protected and priority species which may be impacted or enhanced by our work. We are merging all these
data sets to develop a more complete picture of what we have, in order to define and preserve the baseline from
which to progress. This, more complete picture is also necessary to enable us to identify opportunities for
environmental enhancement. Developing the GIS system this way will deliver efficiencies in environmental data
collection, analysis and reporting, allowing more time to undertake practical conservation work on the ground. It
will also enable us to share our data more easily with the local environmental records centres, contributing to the
understanding of the local and national status of many species and help to raise the profile of the IDB and the
valuable work they do to support biodiversity. You can see an example of how some of the digitised data is coming
together in the attached IDB map.

5. Environmental Screening Report (ESR)

We have developed the template for IDBs to complete when planning any ad hoc/non-routine works that will
“break ground” on the any of the banks. The information is needed in order to evidence that we have correctly
considered the ecological impacts of the work, and to identify opportunities for enhancement, as we are mandated
to do, by law. Activities for which the form would be relevant include bank reformation, mooring construction,
culverting, head walls, piling, filling in a ditch, moving an access culvert etc.

Only the first page needs completing by the IDB (not a lot of info needed) and the rest by me. | undertake the
assessment as far as possible, and then return the second part of the document to the IDB, setting out what
surveys etc. will be needed, if any. | may be able to undertake some of the practical surveys but in some cases, an
ecological consultant with a specialist licence may be needed. In some cases, there may not be a need for any
surveys and the recommendations will be that the work can proceed with some adaptions to the proposed
approach, such as altered timings or establishment of “no-work” buffers around sensitive areas.

When all desk and fieldwork is complete, the form is “signed off’ from an ecological perspective, and returned to
the IDB with recommendations for the approaches to be taken. This means the IDB and the operatives
undertaking the work have full sight of the ecological constraints, mitigations and approaches required to remain
compliant. It is recommended that this form is completed and sent as early as possible to prevent delays, even up
to 1 year in advance of the proposed works. The form is available by emailing sofi.lloyd@middlelevel.gov.uk and is
also available from the MLC website.

6. Protected Species
a) Water Vole

As always, any work that plans to “break ground” on the any of the banks, so bank reformation, mooring
construction, culverting, head walls, piling etc, OR the removal of any marginal vegetation, please let me know
ASAP by completing the above ecological screening document so we can plan the appropriate surveys and
mitigations in plenty of time, to avoid any delays and ensure compliance with wildlife legislation. This is particularly
relevant for water voles. We know that there are some known, valuable water-vole ditches in the district, and some
which could be enhanced to better support the local population, but the accepted approach is to always assume
water voles are present in all ditches, and plan work around their assumed presence, in order to avoid committing
an offence in terms of wildlife legislation. There is a lot of good, pragmatic and practical guidance on how to
properly consider water voles during IDB works contained in the Environmental Good Governance Guide for IDBs.

b) Badgers

A reminder that badgers and their setts are protected by law and care must be taken not to disturb setts during
routine channel management. Sett interference requires a licence under all circumstances. Please contact us
should you have any queries regarding activities taking place around any known badger sett. Please also let me
know asap if there are any setts which are presenting a flood risk due to any burrowing which is destabilising
banks etc. More detailed information and refresher training on approaches to be taken around badger setts will be
organised in the coming months. In the meantime, please refer to the relevant chapter in the Environmental Good
Governance Guide (available on the ADA website) for more detailed information on badgers.
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c) Reptiles

Just a reminder that reptiles, particularly grass snakes will be found basking on south facing slopes or in direct sun
on reeds slopes this time of year. Operations should aim to move as slowly as possible to allow them time to move
away from the works area and to allow operatives a better chance of spotting them. Cutting blades should be set
as high as possible to minimise the risk of blade strikes. Clear egress routes should be maintained to allow them to
move into a safe area and out of harm’s way. Please report sightings of any reptiles, all information is welcome so
we can better understand population status and trends.

d) Birds

Please be reminded of the legislation around the disturbance of breeding birds, particularly when cutting
vegetation or bank-side trees, between March and September and where kingfishers are known to hunt. Please
see the relevant chapter in the Environmental Good Governance Guide (available on the ADA website) to refresh
your understanding of mitigation and survey requirements and get in touch should you have any questions.

Barn owls

I have met with our barn owl conservation delivery partners and we had defined a schedule of checking and
refreshing barn owl boxes over winter but have unfortunately been unable to commence due to the restrictions
imposed by BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) due to avian flu. We continue to monitor the guidance and act
accordingly and have been able to commence some box checking by following strict biosecurity measures. Please
do let us know therefore if there are any boxes that you feel need some maintenance ASAP so we can plan to visit
them before the start of the breeding season. It is even more important during these times that you please help us
with the following:

e Tell us if you spot a box needing repair

e Tell usif you see a box being regularly visited in nesting season
e Tell us if you'd like a barn owl box

e Establish and maintain un-cropped field margins for foraging

| understand that you have at least one barn owl frequenting the area near Fenton Lode, so please keep an eye on
where it may be roosting, and we can monitor the nest if you believe there may be young in it.

Avian Flu

Avian Flu is now thankfully less of a risk now that temperatures are increasing and there are less avian arrivals
from overseas. However, please ensure that you are familiar with, and promote the knowledge of the DEFRA
guidelines on avian flu, in particular those for reporting suspected cases: Bird flu (avian influenza): latest situation
in England - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). If any dead birds are spotted, please do let us know and either we can come
and collect and dispose of them in a safe manner to minimise the risk of the disease spreading to other wildlife, or
we can arrange for the collection.

e) Mink & Water Voles

I am now part of the co-ordination team for the mink control strategy for the MLC area. The mink control project
has been hugely successful so the vision of full eradication of mink is becoming much closer to being realised than
was ever thought possible. A strategy refresh meeting took place on the 9t January where we reviewed the data
to date to help us devise an updated trapping regime for the coming months. The key outcomes of which are that
we are very much in need of further volunteers to respond to mink raft activation alerts in the area. Any
activation would need to be attended promptly within a few hours but the need to respond is likely to be very
occasional. Please let me know of any interest.

The following chart shows the number of mink caught each month, suggesting a declining population. However
there have been a number of mink caught in recent weeks, probably due to the breeding season being
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underway and their increased travel to find a mate, so trapping is still very valuable and reporting any sightings is
key to ensure that traps are ideally placed.
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The following table shows the number of Mink caught in 2022 and their locations, compared to 62 mink captures or
kills in 2021.

Middle Level mink 2022_List
List of mink captures around the Middle Level in 2022

Animal Code Station/Location Date Sex
1 WRE/(0761 Upwell & Qutwell: Laddus Drove holt 09 Jan 2022 Male
2 WRE/(0789 11 Jan 2022 Unrecorded
3 WRE(0917 Stonea Bridge 24 Jan 2022 Female
4 WRE/0786 Ramsey: PS5 Ramsey Hollow 24 Jan 2022 Female
5 WRE/(0924 Welches Dam PS bridge SW side 10 Mar 2022 Male
6 WRE/0950 Conington Fen Bridge 13 Mar 2022 Female
7 WRE/0944 Ransenmoor: Staffurth's Bridge PS5 outfall, Old ... 16 Mar 2022 Male
8 WRE/0946 Ramsey Saint Mary's: Spead the Plough Bridge 17 Mar 2022 Male
9 WRE/0951 Twenty Foot, Coldham Bank 22 Mar 2022 Male
10 WRE/0957 Crooked Drain, Sutton Gault 05 Apr 2022 Female
11 WRE/0966 Crooked Drain, Sutton Gault 26 Apr 2022 Female
12 WRE(1046 Greak Fen: Charterhouse Farm Bridge 16 Sep 2022 Female
13 WRE(1047 Woodwalton Fen: south 18 Sep 2022 Male
14 WRE(1081 Pingles Pit, Mepal B 21 Oct 2022 Female
15 WRE(1140 Welches Dam PS bridge SW side 27 Nov 2022 Unrecorded

This progress with mink control will positively impact on the abundance of water voles in the area. Previous water
vole survey data will be reviewed over winter and added to the GIS system and further surveys will be planned to
take place in spring and summer.

7. Invasive species

When any non-native species (particularly the following) are spotted, please record the location using the
what3words app (what3words /// The simplest way to talk about location) if possible (if not postcode or grid ref)
and inform us ASAP. Useful identification guides and information can be found online at ID sheets » NNSS
(nonnativespecies.org)

e Floating Pennywort

e Mink

e Himalayan Balsam
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e Parrot’s feather
e New Zealand pigmyweed (Australian swamp stonecrop - Crassula)

a) Floating Pennywort

Floating Pennywort continues to be an issue in other watercourses just outside the area, so we urge you to remain
vigilant, refresh your identification skills and act promptly by notifying us if you think you may have spotted any in
the districts drains. Strong adherence to biosecurity procedures is vital as per the boards policy (available from the
website).

There has been good progress in trialling the use of an imported weevil to control the plant so we hope that if the
success continues, it may be made available nationally at some point in the future.

b) Azolla

Previously reported as common across the IDB area. Please record and notify us as above of any instance. There
may be an opportunity to use an approved weevil to control badly affected stretches so please advise if there are
any particular areas of concern as there are only limited stocks of the weevils nationally so | will have to apply
early to be in with a chance of some of the stock.

c¢) Chinese Mitten Crabs

Chinese mitten crabs and their apparent rapidly increasing population continue to be a concern. There are reports
of some banks in some areas being damaged by their extensive burrowing but it is always difficult to pin this on the
crabs alone with there being so many other factors which affect the stability of banks.

We liaise closely with the EA and follow their lead with the management of this species and many others to ensure
that nothing we do contradicts their approach, regulation or legislation. Defra has no intention currently of
developing policy which would allow the crabs to be caught and removed for commercial or conservation reasons.
In particular there was some concern that they were found to carry a gill fluke in other counties which had the
potential of being transmitted to humans if they were to be consumed. As Defra isn’t planning to change their
stance, the EA’s approach remains that any crabs which are caught as by-catch must be killed on-site and not
removed. The fishing for the crabs specifically is not lawful. There is no recommended or authorised approach to
deal with rising populations unfortunately. A commonly held view is that removing mature individuals from the
population creates a vacuum that immature individuals then tussle to fill, driving greater movement within the local
population and perhaps increased burrowing as a result.

We will continue to monitor the recommended approaches and will adapt ours promptly to follow when necessary.

d) Turkish Crayfish

We have received reliable reports of the presence of Turkish crayfish in some MLC drains. Turkish Crayfish are a
schedule 9 listed species listed in the Wildlife & Countryside Act meaning that it is an offence to release them or
allow them to escape into the wild. Their impact is not widely understood but it is said that that they are known to
reside alongside Signal Crayfish, rather than displace them or be displaced by them. Where populations of our
native and protected white-clawed crayfish are still present, they are likely to outcompete them but they do not
carry crayfish plague which does impact native crayfish. There is no evidence that Turkish crayfish burrow so it is
unlikely that they would cause extensive damage to riverbanks but they could reduce fishery profits by competing
with fish for food, stealing baits or causing declines in fish recruitment through loss of macrophyte habitat,
according to the non-native species secretariat. Please be vigilant and report sightings of the species and maintain
strong biosecurity procedures. They can be distinguished from other crayfish species by their long narrow claws,
as shown in the pictures below.
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Turkish Crayfish
Claws: claws normally same colour as body but underside lightly coloured.
Fingers long, straight and narrow

White-clawed crayfish
J Claws: are noticeably granular and are whitish to light pink on the
underside, never red.

American Signal Crayfish
Claws white or turquoise patch at junction between fixed and moveable
finger. Underside of claws are red.

If it is necessary to dispatch a Turkish crayfish, American signal crayfish, or any other non-native crayfish, because
it has been removed from the channel accidentally, please ensure that you are familiar with its distinguishing
features and can confidently tell it apart from particularly white clawed crayfish. This will ensure no offence against
a protected species occurs. There are very few records of the native white-clawed crayfish remaining in the MLC
area but care should still be taken and no assumption made. More information can be found at:
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/non-native-species/information-portal/view/381

8. Fenland Flora Project

The long-running fenland flora project, headed up by botanist Jonathan Graham, to identify and record the
presence of rare, threatened and notable aquatic plants in the fens, is nearing completion. The results highlight:
e There are lots of nationally significant aquatic plants in fens, many of which are only found in IDB drains
and are present because of the way the drain is being managed.
e Water quality is important for many aquatic plants and a good proportion of IDB drains have good water
quality.
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e A summer-maintained water level is good for many plants.
¢ Non-IDB field drains are important too so where possible, aim to always hold some water and cut
periodically.

The diagrams below show how the presence of 2 England red data plants that are frequent in local drains.

Whorled Water-milfoil Water-violet
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The plant location data will be added to the GIS system and made available so it can be reviewed ahead of any
planed works, and will be added to BAPs. The data will also be useful in identifying any opportunities to enhance
these valuable plant populations.

9. Environmental Stewardship.

You will most likely be aware that environmental stewardship schemes and farming subsidies are changing. If you
would like to discuss existing stewardship provisions within the district, or you or another rate payer is thinking of
applying for a stewardship agreement or establishing new stewardship measures, please do get in touch.

10. Carbon & Climate

There are increasingly a number of low-carbon, sustainable alternatives available for many of the common
materials and equipment used in flood risk management, such as low-carbon concrete and steel, solar powered
mechanical and electrical equipment and coir roll for bank stabilisation. Please get in touch to discuss any projects
which involve these or similar materials or equipment to understand if any are suitable for you to consider.

Last year ADA published a Carbon Accounting Guide for IDBs, which is available from their website. The process
of calculating carbon emissions does not have to be as complicated as some may think. If you have reviewed the
guide and would like some help to progress with calculating your carbon emissions, please get in touch.

11. Paludiculture

| attended a workshop in Cambridge to discuss the progress of knowledge acquisition and trials around growing
commercial crops, associated with wetlands in lowland areas, where the water level has been raised to reduce or
eliminate CO2 emissions from degraded peat. This is known as paludiculture. This includes the potential for
receiving an income for carbon sequestration from such approaches. As you would expect, there is a focus on the
Cambridgeshire fens as a key area for development of this approach along with Somerset, Lancashire and the
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Lincs fens. If you would like to know more about how this topic is progressing, would like to get involved in some
trials or would like to have a go at growing a paludiculture crop such as Typha latifolia (Bullrush or cattail) or
Sphagnum moss yourself commercially, then please do get in touch.

12. Environmental Good Governance Guide for IDBs

| have a copy of the above guide, published by ADA last September, for each Chairman and District Officer which |
can hand to you when | visit if you don’t have a copy already. Until then, an on-line version is available from_here
and you can also request copies from ADA directly admin@ada.org.uk.
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SAFETY MAMAGEMENT

Site Safety Inspection Record

RamSey First (Hollow) [IDE 550 06.12.23 Compiete
. Rams=ey First (Hollow) Internal
Name of organisation: Drainage Board
Date of site visit 06.01,2023 11:40 GMT
Address of inspected premises Ramsey Hollow Pumping
pec pre Sration
Mame of Advisor Eichard Andison

Rarnsey First (Hollow) 108 =510

Audit Marme 6.12.29
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Audit

An apening meeting was held with
Dravid Caton (visit combined with Bermwick 108

Have there been any accidents since our last visit?

Have there bean any new starters since our last visit?

1

As previously disoussed purmping station was now provided with a first ald kit. [t would be prudent
to ensure that contents were checked and replenizshed as required,

F

The fire extinguisher in the main building and new purnping station had not been serviced since
2020 Itis recommended that all fire extinguishers are serviced on an annual basis,

Pnoto 1

3

The gantry crane in the old main pumpdng station had been isolated to prevent its use as
previowsly recommended (photegraphic risk assessment Sep 201%) and would be closed out,

However, as disoussad if the existing machine was to be remowved off site {unlikely at present) the
use of the crane would not be recommended unless assessed by a compelent engineer,

4

As previcusly recommended the warning signage was either missing or faded, Tt is understooed
that signage was to be replaced for both boards in the ceming months.
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Photographic Risk Assessment

Advisor's signature

o~ Richard Andison

II .-_.-"'I_ f/,-* 06.01. 2023 14:52 GMT
Departure time 06.01.2023 13:52 GMT
Photagraphic Risk Assessments closed out during the visit.
20 Senm 2019 Ref 1
Mumber of outstanding Photographic Risk Assessments —— '

Photo 1

RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) IDB
SUMMARY OF PHOTOGRAPHIC RISK ASSESSMENTS

Site Safety Inspection 20 September 2019

Ref. | Location Risk Brief Description Action
Level
Lifting equipment. Hazard is failure of the equipment during lifting operations. It was reported the equipment
2 | Main building L has not been used in a number of years and is unlikely to be used again, it is recommended that the lifting

equipment including chain, hooks, etc is decommissioned or isolated to prevent its use. I in the future it could
be used then it should be inspected by a competent person to determine its suitability prior to use.
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Rose Cottage
Rands Drove

f Wisbech
“J{J HIRE Lm Cambridgeshire
e S PE14 BHA

Middle Level Commissioners
Middle Level Offices

&5 Whittlesey Road

Farch

Camhbs

PELS 0AH

317 May 2023
Quaotation BIP2ET6-R1

Ref: Steel Building owver External Diesel Tank at Ramsey Hollow Pumping Station.

B | Plant Hire Ltd

f Marshland 5t James

To erect steel building clad with box profile tin sheets over external existing diesel tank as
discussed. This guatation includes extension to existing concrete pad. This quotation

incledes all plant, labour and materials.

£ 10,150.00 plus vat

The quotation above includes plant, labour and materials

QB> sspp |PQS

Ancredited Conbractae Health & Safety
CHAS Co bk Approved
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17 June 2023

M Bantokt

Ramsey Hollow Purmping Station
Forty Foot Bank

Ramsey

Huntington

Cambridgeshire

PE2G ZER

REF:  CCTWVZ02508
Drzar B Bantokt,

Thank you for your recant enguiry.

I can confirm that the cost to supply and install a solar-powered CCTV camera as discussad, will
b £1,750,00 plus VAT,

The installation will cormprise of the following:

1= 2pAP 2 Bmm IFET 30m solar-powered 4G EXIR bullet camera

1 x Solar-powered 10,8y 19 6ah rechargeable lithivm battery pack
1 x 12EGE micro-50 card

1 ¥ Solar-powered camera brackel

1 ® Sundrias

Flease note that we will reguire a 4G wireless data micro sim card for the installation, this will
b for the remote viewing access via HIK-CONNECT, as discussed, [| recommend confirming the
sk 4G data coverage at the deployment area reguired)

If this iz within budget, please let me know and | will process the order.

if you have any quastions, please feal free to contact me,

Kind regards

Jor2—

Kurtis Calaby
Security Sureeyor

: ==,
117 B § @ ¥ o

Unix T, 51 Hibwry Paris Rlogd, King's Lysn, Mordel, PEID &ND - [NSE) THSTS  nloilcii-secaily ool Gil-Sacerityco us
RAugiminraed in Ersgland s ‘@olos Mo, SOTTHAT WAT ko, 107 7506 07
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SECURITY

Solar-; 1P 2MP 2.8mm 4G Bullet Camera

HED quality imeging with 2 ME{1920 x 1080 &30 fpa)
resakt
Clear imaging aganst stroeg back light due 1o 120 dB true
WoR IK!‘\"nitgy

The camera battery can work up to seven Says In rainy or
doudy days if it is fully charped

- 0w alc panel, 20 Ah o Ithium battery
* Support battery manage=ent, battery displey, battery
high - kaw 1emperature protoction, chargn - dischange
protectcn, lom-battery shen protecton and remaote

wakoup

LTE-TOONTE-FOO/WEDIMA/GEN &G witeess network
trarsmssion, Soppot MCro SIM card

* Camera: Water and dust resistant (IFG?)

3 CHAS . CHAS »
g22 S U «arnasic ] L @wnasic
Unit 7, St Hilry Fark Road, King's Ly, Nodols, PEID SND - 01563 TOGM29  nTolcissscarity 00Uk le-secwity oo Uk Unk 7. St Hilry Park Road, King's Lyan, Novolk, PEID &ND © 01663 705429 nTo@icis-eecuity 00Uk | Sissecurity couk
Registerad in England and Wiies Mo, 2075432 VAT No. 107 2606 07 Registerad in England and ‘Wales No. 2070432 VAT o, 107 2606 07
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CTS Sawurity Limited
Terms ard Conditiors of Business

Thisse berrs and comditions [“TRCS™| shall be deemed 1o b incorporated in and shall gaovern all Agreements ahesthar
in writing or otharwise bepeoan the Company and the Customes in nelation 1o the supply of goods and seruicos by

the Compary.
1 DEFINITIONS
In these TECs the following expressons haee the meanings assigned to theme-

11 Agroamend; the TRECS, the Chsatatian, the Specficalion, the Covloeneds crdier and the Comguaryg's
acceEptance.

1.} Equipment the goods, parts ar compenssts supplied ta and/for instalied 31 the Pramises detailed in the
Cuatation andfor Specificateon,

13. Company: CTS Sezurity Limibed of Unit 7, 5t Hilary Park Acad, King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 4ND

14, Custeenir: Bhe person/s or organisation named in the Cuatation andfor Specificatian,

15, Foemnal Warking Howrs: OB30 to 1700 hoasrs Manday to Thursday and 0230 to 1E.00hours Friday exduding
Esank s public halidins

14, Fremises: the physcal address detaled as the installation address n the Quotation anddor Speoficabon.

1.7 Criatation: the Campany’s seitten propasas tor the supaly and for installation ol the Eguignment v lughe
o labavur costs plus WAT.

LE. Specification: details of The Equipeent ta be supplied and its proposed leCation at the Premises,

14 Warrarty Peripd: 12 montts from installatson of the Egupment.

1.10. Yok s: e sumnly, Instilithnaﬁd-:nrr'mlﬁhnln;gn:-‘lﬂ'tEqLimmn‘t.

111 Fgimlerance Cantrach: The agregmant Belween the Compimy and B Custosner coering 8 12 moanth
period from comimencement, regarding the anmuzd maintenance of the Equipment by the Company, which
car he terminated at ary Cime during the 17 moeeth period By aither pamy gving the aksre nol lags than
oree manth's nobice in wrging.

113, Monitoring: The provision of monitoring servicas by an indepsendient Blam Recahing Cantre, arrangad by

the Compeny on the Customer’s behalf as part of the baintenante Contract, which indudes the
meanitaring af intruder alarm, fine alarm ard CCTV Equipmsent.

L WORKING COMDITRING

11

4.3,

13

Thia Wharis shiall e carrksd out durning Mol Wearking Hours, although it may be necessany towork outside
those hiwrs, which shall be agresd a5 appropriale with the Customer,

Unless athersise specifically agreed the Compary does not canmy cut estraneous works, e.g re-decaoration,
carpat laying, bulding or jiney wark,

The Cormnpany reserves the right bo maks an additional charge for work arned cut cutside Neoemeal
Wioeking Hars, 2nd/or aleration: 1o tha Spacification 3 resuirad by the Customer anddar viarmuptian
or deleys caused by the Custommer, ity employees, agents, costamers gr gt brades duning the ‘Warks,

3. THE CUSTOMERS OBELIGATIONS
Thie Custgimssr afraes ba;

3.1
11

1A

3.

ensure the premises are ready and insuch condition as to allow perdormance of the Works.

advite The Campany ol The exstence al cancealed pipes, wires and cables Tor water, gas slectrigity,
teleghone or other servoes affecbng the Premises of which the Customer & aware and confirm the
lpcation of such serdces ta the Campany's Teckmiciam bedare The Works commanca.

provide access fo the Company's representatives at the Prenises at all reasonable tmes to erable the
Campany T carmy ot the works without inte rruption.

notify the Compery immedistely of any defect m the Egupment during the Warrsnty Period and permat
the Compary ta take such steps 25 it considers necessary to remedy such defect.

B Y @ YW owm

Lt 7. 51 Hilary Paais Floadd, King's Lysn, Noriol, PEID SND - MG THHZE  nfodcis-secaiiy ool - Gi-8ecerity.co us

Ruginterad in Ergland sed ‘Walsa Mo, 07832 WAT Na, 107 2608 07
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1.5, indermnity 1o the Caompany against all Bability, which shall inchude damages, costs and expenses suffered
by it which results froen negligence of the Customer, il employees or sgienks sad any sction brought by a
third party resulting from o in connection with any negigent act or amission of the Customer, TS
emplogees or sgents,

3.6 accent responsibdl ity for the oost of re-decoration, reinstatement of, or repair to damage to the Premises,
o the relaging of Moar coverings ar Tor sy breskage arising from the Warks

3.7, cbiain and pary for any telecom or reetywork sensces necessary for the installabon or cngoimg operaton of
this ystam.

3.8 the Custamer may terminate this Agresment by gving no less than 14 days witben notice to the Comgany
prior 1o the commercement af the Works, inowhich case sy depos®t pald will be redundabda. IF tha
Cyrstorner temraies the Agreement in breach of this clagse 3.8, the Compary = entitled to chargs an
administration fes of £100.

4 THE COMPARTYS OBLIGATIONS

Thie Comipany agreas bo:

4.1 usd all reasanabile andeavaurs 1o carry aul the 'Warkson the date agresd with the Customer andyos within
the agreed timeframe, however, the Compary shall incur no liabibty whatsoevsr in respect of arvy loss or
damage arising 3% a corkequence of ary devatian from this date and time shall not be of the essenca.

d4.2,  make pocd by reper, ar gt the Companmy s apbean, by the supphy of 8 replscement, defects in the Equipment
which are notified to the Compary during the Warranty period, provided such defects are due to faulty
aguipmenl o warkmdesbig in the manulfachare of such Equipmen

4.3. If the Bquipment has become defectiwe for any other reason, such as accidental or makcious damage or
Failure by thin Customser of its amghoyes oF Agents 10 oparale, service oF mamtain itin acoandands with
the operating instructions, then such defects will not be toversd by the Warranty, This Warranty & in
addition o and dioses rat alfect e Custormess statutory rights

4.4, Should the Customner wish bo terminate the Maintsnence Contract and fransfer the maintenance of is
Equipmeent o an alternat ke approwad comgary then toTadlitate acoess by the new company to the sendce
e sedfar cloud decdce of the Bquipment, (B new domgdery can ailkss delfault the engineer cade
themselwes, or the Company can attend the Customeer’s premises to default the engineer code, which shall
B chargad at the Cempany's call aul rates ppplicable ot the time. Io terms af kaud Based seruidag, the
new company can contact the Compary upon fakeoser and the Company shall rebease the Equipment fram
tha £laid

5 PAYMIENT

5.1. Tha Company shall require 3 deposit from the Customar eguivabksnt to 0% of the Quotation befare a date
Far thie Works can be boaked

5.2, The Company's viodoes ane payaiohe immediately. Aocordingly, the Customer shall make full payment of
any irmveces recenand fram the Cosnpamy in mespect al the Wierks upon mecspt, weilsss elfective notice in
wriding has been given by the Customer o the Company specifying the amount of the payment made or
proped te be made arel in respact af any payment withhald ar proposed o be withhald, T reasans for
withfalding much paymsnt.

5.3, If payment & not made in accordance wath this clause 5, the Company s entitked to terminata this
Apreement.

5.4. The Comgany resenses the rght to lssue inkerim involoes in respect of any materials delivered andfor wark
carrigd gul wider the Agreement g the Customes shall peny such rnngi OB ppsan necegl

5.5. Inthe event of a writben nobce being grwen by the Customer to the Compary under clause 5.2, the parties
chall endemaEs ta sgree 3 reselution within 148 dege Troem the date al the ralice

& THE COMPANYS LABILITY

¢ {HH ﬂ 'ﬁe @ & ovnasic

Unit 7. 5t Hikary Park Road, King's Lysn, Nocle, PEID IND - [MEE THMIR - nlodcis-secariiy coul - cli-secaiy oo u
Rusginisrad in Ergland snd Walss Mo, FITEAIT WAT o, 107 26506 07
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Bl The Comparny has ne datalad knowledge of the nature or valus of The comtents of tha Presnises Tor which
the Equipment Fas been speofied, The Cestomer should know the nature and value of the contents of the
Fremises, and agrees that since the patertial koss or damage which the Customer might suffer & lkely to
ke disproparionate 1o the todl of the Egupmment, it is readonsble for the Campany 16 exclude ity lisblicy
In thits respect, which it kereby does.

B2, The Company acoegls liahiley far

G.2.1, death or persorel injury to the extent the same results from bresch by the Compary of its statutary
disty {where the Company is strictly Rable for ssch brasch) ar fram any negigent act oF amission of
the Compary.

6.2.2. up b the sum of £250,000 whare the Company’s negligence or its faikine to use reasonabie skill and
care in the prowision af any services under this Agresment whist working on the Premises causes
damage to or destruction of the Presnises or cther property;

62,3, save as sl aul in Condition 621 and 5.2.2 abeve all iters, warranties ard conditians whether
stabory. express or impled, and whether arising directly or collaterally, relatng to the =le,
duseription of sample af goeds, of 1o the comdition, guality or Titness af the Equigmant and!or & i
the skill or care of the Company, its employsss, agenss or subtontractors relating to the supply or
proutsian af any services, ane axcluded.

6.3, The Campany shal rat Be Bable to the Customer for ary mereprasentation on the part if its employees,
apents or sub-contractar unbess such misrepresentation |5 exprossed in witing by the Campany.

6.4, Ursder red girgurrilances, encepl a5 Rerain prosided, will the Campany be lishle Tor any cordegquental Gr
indirect boss ar for amy kass of profi or business.

E.5.  The Comgarry aoapts no responsibiiny or Rability Tor, ared provides no warranlies oF gUarantans in rmepoct
of, any equipment supplisd or mstalled by 2 third pary or by the Cuzfomes and umed by the Cusiomer to
cannect the Equipmsnt ta third gany servicas {such as telephana res, routers, mabike sim cards, saners,
poraer bre adaptors, & regured bto connect to third peety services such as alarm monitoring stataons) or
usad 1o allow remote access to the Equipment. Any changes by the Customer to third party o gl prment
carried aul afer slallsticn of the Equipment (Tee pxamgle, chargs of roater] which resulty in faais with
the Equipment will result in 2 charge by the Company to the Customer should re-programming ared testing
ol The Equipirsenil ke requined,

BB The Company's services in setfing up remote access to the Egupment via the Customer's rooter and
intermet i5 subject to the Custamer's Intermet Serdics Provider (15P)] providing all the Faciities reguirad by
the Company. The Company does not accept any responskelity or liabibty far any reduction in the security
of the Customer's intarnet Tollowing conmaction af the Eguipment. If the Custamar has any concams in
this resgect, it i recommended that the Customer engage the seryices af a third party 16 check such
settings.

6.7, The Custamer may B sble 1o access the Egugenant via & thied party &Spp, sirictly conditional upan the
Customner holding 2 Masnienance Cantract with the Company. The Company accepts no responsibility or
liahiity for, and provides ne warranties oF guarartess in respect of the Tunctianakty of third pary Aaps.
Should the Cusfomer's Mainterance Conract cease, unless the App is ore which the Custommer = able to
pay for directly, access ta the thind party Anp shall likswice cease.

6.8, The Company accepts ma lisbibty for sy Failures of the Equpment to re-oot, or re-connect ta ary linked
&pps following a power cut. ‘Where at all possible, the: Company will endeavour o resalve such issues with
thi Custamer aver the telephers, Bt il this is rol pesslbile, a chargeabie call oul will apply

5. The Company ghves mo warranty or guarantes in respect of the lifespan of batteres reguired o aperate
wirgless Equipment supalied by the Company. Al bathéry changes shal be chargesks,

100 Customners who have Mon®oring shall be required fo have an annual Mairgenance Comtrack i phace, The
Cusstoemier shall be s6at an annual ioics for thi renewal of their Maintenance Contract |plus Manitaring,

7 B S @ ¥ omc

Uit 7. 51 Hilary Paris Pl Ming's Lysa, Moo, PEID IND - [HGED TOG429 o loilGin-seoaity Ga . Si-aacarity coous
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if applicable) in advarce af thieir curment Maintenance Contrach éxpiring. Should the Customser not rerew
their Baintenanie Canbract by making ther annual payment upan recaipt of their renewal invaice fram
thie Compary, then upon expiry of the Customer’s current Maintenance Cantract, the Monitoring shall be
carcaliad

7. GEMNERAL

7.1 Cramership af the BEquipment rérmars with the Comgarry and shall no? pass 1o the Customser until the
Company has recenved payment in full of 2l the charges associated with the ‘Warks, notwittetanding the
prouision af dausa 5.2 abave

T.a. IF thes figresment & termirated by resson of the Customer's breach of dause 5, the Company shall hewe
the following rights

T.2.1. to re-podsesy the Equipment (ar sy parl of @) and i6 remoye the same from the Premses ar other
premises where it s kept.

2.2, o reseyer fram the Qustamear sl amouss Jus urdes the Agreement up 16 the dabe ol terrresation,
inchudirg all expenses inturred in re-possessing the Eguoment.

7.3, The Cormpany may pedarm any of its olligations urder the Agreement Through use of sub-cantrachons

¥4, The Cormnpany reserees the nght 1o alter the Specdicabon to effect mprovement or because of difficulties
in abtaining materials. Any such dteration ta the Specification wil ba notified to tha Customer in writing.

T8, IF arny provesion of thee Agreement shall be held inyalid, illegal or unenforcesble the remsinder of the
Agreemaent shall remain valid and enforceabbe.

7.6 Motice regured in e of ths Agreement shall B sulficiently giver il progerly addressed ard sent by
poet, fax ar email o, in the case of the Company, its address specified in the Cuotation and, imthe case of
the Ciigbamar, s last knowsn sddress,

Y. We may make 3 search with 2 credit reference agency, which will k==p a record of that search and wall
share that information sith other busingsses. We may also maks sreuirss abaut the prircinsl direcions
withi a credit reference apency.

T2 Whero wie agroe o arrange an the Customier's babalf far the hice of thind party lifting, or otrer equipment
] oty dupplied by o, we will chargs an pdministeition fee of £50 pha VAT,

TAKEOVERS

1. This clause shall take eMecr whene the Company camies aul b Serdce Takeoves al § pré-esisting secrity
sysbern, whether ar nok the Company is irstructed 1o carry cut additional work or upgrades to the pre-
ARETING SaCUTily SRsTaim

B2, In the cimcumstances, it is not possible Tor the Company fo ghe any guarantee or warrarty as Eo the guality
of warking arder of the pre-sxisting equipment, including wiring.

B3, The attached Quotslion asiumes the efficert working order of all pre-exsting squipment and wiring,
whether to remiain in Its oeTent staxte or where it s intended bo be incorparated to form paet of a mew
sypsbEn prcra died by e Campany

5.4, Any equipmenit or wiring found to be ureatisfactory by reason of fault, suspect copsration, deterioration, or
incan patilivy with the naw egugment, shall be replaced ard chargad Tor i addition 1o the guoted price,

B5. Amy pre-eosting egupment found to be unsab=fsctary by reason of fault, suspect opsration, deteroration,
shall not i covened by th Maintenance Contract batwesn the Campany and the Custamer. Should any
pre-axgisting dewice Fail it shall be replasced f possible by the ssme model, or 3 devees of a seilar
specification, and charged far accordingly.

A6 The Customer shall ke advised ol Uhe seed (e replsce Sy part o device, Belors @y actian @ laken

FORCE BMGIELIRE

3.0, The Comguars shall nol B lisghke Tar any loss or darage sustainad by the Custamar By its Tailure to perlorm
its ahlgabcns under this Agreement f such failure is due for any reason beyond s conbral, incduding
wiltheout Eenitation an Aot of God, kgislation, war, fire, flood, drough, falune of power supply, kock-out,

v7z BE f‘éﬁl @ YW ovnasc
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CTS

SECURITY

strien Coany ofher action Caken by emplovess in contemplation ar furtherarce of a dispule or owing to
any inability 1o procure materials required far the pedormance of the cortract, During the continuarce of
sisch comtingency the Customer may by written notice to the Company ehect to terminate the agreement
and pay For work done snd malerigh used a5 gt The date of lermination
10, JURESHCTION
101, This Agreamend is subgect o the laws of England and Wales and the parties shall subesg to the enchrge
jurisdiction of those Courts,

CTE00
100523

- e,
vz BB @ @ U ovnasc
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1 Jume 2023

Mr Bantoft

Rams=ey Hollow Pumping Station
Forty Foot Bank

Ramszey

Huntington

Cambridgeshire

PE2G 24R

Surveyed by Kurtis Calaby

Quote Ref: INT 202508

Dear Mr Bantoft

Intruder Alarm System — Maonitored for Kevhelder Response

Following our recent survey in respect of your proposed Intruder Alarm System, we are
pleased ta provide our Cuatation below, together with the Specification fior the
proposed system,  We also enclose an Intruder Alarm Maintenance Policy, an
Acceptance Form for your use and our standard Terms and Conditions of Business,

UOTATION

Supply and Installation of an Intruder Alarm System including 1% year monitoring and

19 year maintenance all at cast of; £2,820.00 + VAT
2% year annual monitoring (when due) £ 95.00+ VAT
N5l Gold certification [issued following final payment) Free of Charge

Please ensura the enclosed Specification meats all your requirements prior to accepting
the Quotation. If not, please notify us of any changes as additional equipment reguired
after the installation will incur an additional charge for us to return to site.

The system is guaranteed for a period of 12 months and the above cost includes one
maintenance wisit during the 1Z-month period.

Y EEOH @ Y onasc
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On expiry of the above 12-month period, and to maintaln your N3I certification, we
would recommend an annual Maintenance Policy which includes one preventative
mainbenance service visit per annum, at a cost of £150.00 + VAT, One of the benefits
aof having a2 Maintenance Policy includes 24-hour emergency call-out at preferential
rates. Please see the attached Intruder Alarm Baintenance Policy for terms and
conditions.

ACCEPTANCE

If vou would like to proceed, please sign and return the Acceptance Form below. Please
note that we require a deposit of 50% of the purchase price faor before the wark can be
carried out for youw.

Omn receipt of vour Acceptance Form and deposit, we will process your order and contact
yiou to arrange a mutually convenient installation date.

Please note that either you or a key halder with the alarm code / tags will need to be on
site to give our engineer access for service visits/callouts,

fours sincerely

e

Kurtis Calaby

Security Systemns Surveyor
kurtizi@cts-security.co.uk
Option 1 Ext1003
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Intruder Alarm Maintenance Policy

CT5 Security Lud
{"The Company”]
Umit 7, 5t Hilary Park Road, King™s Lymn PE30 4D

The Palicy Halder
MName: Ramsey Hollow Pumping Statian
Address: Farty Fool Bank, Ramsey, Huntington, Cambridgeshire, PE26 2XR

This Palicy is evidence of the agresmerit between The Company and The Palicy Halder and shall ruen
far & periad af twalve manths only, commencing at date of completion of the installation. This
Folicy incorporates the Company's Standard Terms and Conditions of Business applicable at the time
This Palicy will need to be renewed each year by payrment of an Annual Senvice Charge, although it
can be terminated by either party giving one moanths' notice in writing to the other. The Annwal
Lervice Charge, payable in advance s £150.00 + VAT for the second year, howewer, this charge is
subject to change annually thereafter, A renewal reminder will ba sent to you before expiry of this
pdaintenamnce Policy.

The Policy includes:

* One routine maintenance vidt per annum o sesvice the Policy Holder's security system.
Policy benefits:

y Access bo advice and telephona suppart line

* Enginesr to attend site for emergency call outs within four hours, when required.

& Preferantial prices.

. Priority treatrment.

The policy exchudes:

* The pravision af any replacement parts ar batteries.

] Batteries powering the wireless detection eguipment [(if apabcablel. Mo warranty or
puaranters it given as to the lifespan of such batteries, which can depend vpon external
factors beyond the Cormpany's control, Battery changes outside of the rowtine maintenance
vislt shall inour a call out and time on site charge.

] Labour charges other than the above routine maintenance visit,
* fccidental or maliciows damage to the equipment or cables etc.
L] Sacurity Hghting andfar aniy other ancillary eguipment.

75 Sacurity Ltd Is not an inswrance company, has no knowledge of the value of the contents of the
Palicyhalders property and shall not be responsible for any loss ar damages of whatever nature
resulting from technical failure of or defect in the equipment or by reason of a failure to transmit
signals whether due to any act or amission of The Company, s employees, agants or otheryise

This Palicy iz not transherrable to any third party. If the Policy Holder sells thes property or premiges
during the term of this Policy and the new cwner wishes to continue to use the services of the
Company, a formal Inspection and handover of the Eguepment to the new ocwner shall be reguired
and shall be chargeatle to the new owner by the Company.

Service telephone number: 01553 765429,
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ACCEPTANCE FORM TO PURCHASE INTRUDER ALARM

Quatation Ref: INT202508

Installation Address: Ramsey Hollow Pumping Station
Forty Foot Bank
Ramsey
Huntington
Cambridgeshire
PE2E 2XR

Invaice address, if differant from the above.

Email Address;

[Required for emalling engineers service sheet)

Site Telephone Mumber:
{If not already provided)

The Company and the client agree to the terms and conditions attached.

We require your full accounting details (name and address) and also a 50% deposit.
The deposit can be paid by debit or credit card over the phone, Payment by business
credit card will imour 1.9% charge.

Payment can be made directly into our bank account as below.
Bank: MNatwest Account: BA742168 Sort Code: 53-61-38

Pleaze state the guotation reference number on your payment,

Custarner’s Signature: Date:

Print name:
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SPECIFICATION

‘We recommend that you consult your Insurance Company as to the suitability of the
specification below.

The following system design proposal is for an Intruder and Hold-Up Alarm System,
incorporating Remote Notification, to be installed in compliance to PDE662:2017 (which
is the UK 5cheme for the application of the European Standard EN50131), B53243, and
N5I Codes of Practice

A site survey and nisk assessment of the premises has been carried out in accordance
with European Technical Specification T550131-7. The risk assesasment relates solely to
the grading and design of the proposed alarm system and is based upon information
and any valuations available at the time of survey. The system has been specified and
designed as security grade 2 notification option B, which includes a self-powered
audible warning device and an alarm transmission system (ATS).

All equipment will be to Enviconmental Class 2 unless atherwise stated,

The specification of the system is based on the reguirements indicated in the discussions
and the information supplied at the time by yourself, Any alteration to the premises,
plans or contents of the areas before installation must be notified to our surveyor so
that a review of the risk assessment may take place, as any alteration may invalidate the
risk assezzment on which this specification is based.

Schedule of Protection viewed from the Front Elevation

Premises: Pumping Station
CIRCUIT 1 (Ertry Eirmve § Exit tirme in seconds)

Heawy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Control Room right door.
(Grade 2, Environmental Class 2]

CIRCUIT2  (Guard)

Heawvy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Control Room left door.
(Grade 2, Environmental Class 2)

IRCLIT [Alarm)

Heawy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Oil 5tore top door.
|Grade 2, Environmental Class 2]
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CIRCUIT 4 [Alarm)

Heawy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Oil Store left door.
{Grade 2, Environmental Class 2)

CIRCUNT 5 (Alarm)

Heawvy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Pumping Room front right
door.
(Grade 2, Environmental Class 2)

CIRCUITE  (Alarm)

Heawy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Pumping Room left right
door.
{Grade 2, Environmental Class 2)

CIRCUIT 7 (Alarm)

Heawy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Pumping Room rear left
double right door.

{Grade 2, Environmental Class )

CIRCUIT 8 [Alarmm)

Heawvy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Pumping Room rear left
double left door,

(Grade 2, Environmental Class 2)

E Yone wired expander, to be sited adjacent to the control panel.

CIRCUIT S [Alarmm)

Heawvy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Pumping Room rear middle
double right door,

{Grade 2, Environmental Class 2)

IRCLINT [Alarm)

Heawy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Pumping Room rear middle
double left door.
{Grade 2, Environmental Class 2)
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CIRCUIT11  (Alarm)

Heavy duty alloy angled contact, grey, to be sited on the Pumping Room rear right
door.
(Grade 2, Environmental Class 2)

Please note that we will install cabie containment and utilise the existing cable tray, to
the Oil Store and Pumping Room from the control room where the intruder alarm will

be located,

Site Plan

Ramsey Hollow Pumping Station
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CONTROL EQUIPMENT

Pyronix Euro 465% V10 metal control panel, 8 on-board zones |expandable to 76 hybrid
zones] and can be operated by up to 6 remote keypads, 1250 event log memory, & area
settings, 75 user codes, 10 programmable outputs, remote upload/download, sited in
Control Room.

{Grade 3, Environmental Class 2)

Further zones available for any future expansion of the system.

The control eguipment will be 2400 maing powered incorparating a 12 valt rechargeable
battery sufficient to power the control equipment and devices for 12 howrs in the event
of a failure of the mains electricity supply. Battery replacement is not cowered by the
maintenance policy.

Please arrange for the installation of 2 1 non-switched fused spurs adjacent to the
intruder alarm control panel [prior ta the installation] one for the panel itselil and one
for the Master Blaster

Setting & Unsetting of the alarm system

& » Pyronic Euro Proximity tags.

Pyroniz Eurobd LCD keypad incorporates two programmable zones, built-in prozimity
tag reader, sited adjacent to the panel in the Control Room.

{Grade 3)

Warning device - CT5 Tristar M2 self-actwating siren with a maximum of 15 minutes cut
aff, no sounder delay and integral xenon beacon, sited on the right elevation of the
Control Roam.

{Grade 3, Environmental Class 4]

Warning dewvice - Master Blaster high output siren 230w AC 12w OC 24 IF21A salf
Actuating, sited on the front elevation of the Control Room.

Connection to Alarm Receiving Centre

Minl AirZ signalling device for Keyhalder Only response,

Mini Air 2 is a single-path signalling solution that utilises a 4G/LTE-M path to signal an
alarrm fromn protected premises to an Alarm Receiving Centre. It comes with a standby
5idd as a backup to zafeguard the system it the active 5|0 fails. Both 51hs operate on an
independent network from the other for total resilience.
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Alarm Receiving Centre Procedure
Your alarm system will be programmed to signal to an Alarm Receiving Centre should an
alarm activation occur. This is the procedure that will follow an activation of your alarm

system:

The alarm receiving centre upon receipt of an activated alarm signal will notify the
keyholder anly that an alarm activation has occurred.,
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CTS Security Limited

Tarm arsdl Conditions af Business

Trese terms and conditions [“T&Cs™) shall be desmed to be ncorporated im and shall goverm all Agreements whether in writing or oterwise
hietween the Campany ard the Customes in reatian 1o the suply of geosk and serdcoes By the Comgany.

1. DEFINITIOMS
I thase TRCS the Tellowing expressians have the meanings assignad ta therm:-

1.1.
1.2

1.3,
14,
L5,
1.6,
1.
L.B.
1.4,
L.1a.
1.11.

1.12.

hApreement: the TRC™s, the (uctaton, the Specification, the Customer's arder and the Company's acceptance.

Ecpuiprnint: the goods, parts or componants supplied to andfor instaled at the Fremises detailed in the Quotation aredtor
Speofication

Company: CT5 Securiby Limited of Urit 7, 5t Hilary Park Road, €ing's Lynn, Norfolk, PEI0AWD

Custamir; the persory's ar erganisstion named in the Quetation andfar 5 pecifcgticn

mearmal Waorking Mours: 0830 4o 1 70 Fours Manday to Tharsday and 08,30 to 1600 howrs Friday exchuding bank and public Fobicdays.
Prarmigs: (he physical addness detaiked ag the walallation address in he Qualation andfor Specilication,

Quotaticr: the Compey's wnkben proposals for the sugply andfor installaton of the Eguipment inclusiee of laboor costs plus YaT.
Epidfl::lﬂm. detaibs ol the Eguipment 1o ba suppliad and its propased lacation a1 the Pramises.

‘Wharranty Penod: 1F maonths from insgallation of the Equipmeant,

Whorks: the supply, inszallation and commissianing of the Eguinment.

Blaintengnce Cantract: The sgresment betwesn the Company and the Custamer covering & 12 month pericd freen commeniement,
regarding the anmual maintenance of the Egupment by the Company, which can be Ssterminated at any time during the 12 manth
i 3y nher pamy @ivieg the ather ned ks tham ors maaniti's nalate in wilking,

lcmioring: The proveson of monitoring servicss by an indepersdent Alarm Recsving Centre, arranped by the Company om the
Custamer's behal s part of the Maintenarcs Contract, which incdudes the meritering of intrudes alarm, fire alirm and CCTY

Cqupmnent.

Z. 'WORKING COMNDITIONS

&

I

I3

Thee Works skl Be carried ot during Normal Warking Hours, althagh i may be necesiary L wark outside hase Bours, which shall
bz agresd as appropriote with the Customer.

Ui atfserise spacifcally agreed the Compamy does nol 2anry cuf estransaus works, &g, re-gdeieralion, canpet laying, building
or joinery work.

The Company reserdns the right to make a0 additional charge for work Camied out outside Normal Working Hours, and/for
alterations to the Specification &= required by the Customer andfor terruption or delays coused by the Customer, @ employess,
agents, customars or ather trades during the Warks.

E THE CUSTOMER'S OBLIGATIONS
Thee: CLEETOMMEr 3grees £o:

31
3

i3

15

E1-8

3T
1]

ervaife the premises s ready and in such canditicn as to allow performangs of the Warks,

adhise the Company of the existence of concealed pipes, wires and cables for water, gas, ekectricty, telephone or other services
aflacting the Prérnies of whickh the Custamer is saare and conlirm s lacatian al such serdces 9 the Comgasry’s chnician Bedere
the Works commsnce.

proside access 1o the Company's representatives at the Premises at @l reasonahbe timss 10 enakie the Campany 1o Larny out The
works without errupticon,

reatify the Company immediabely of any defect in the Equipment during the Warranty Penod and permit the Campany to take such
wlaps g il candidens recessary Lo remsedy such delact,

imdeminify to the Comnpany against all bability, which shall include damages, costs and expenses suffered by it which results from
meglipencn of the Custamern, B emglegmes or agents and sy action brought by & third party resulling from ar i conneclion with
aryy neghgent act or omizzion of the Customer, its smplopess or apents.

accapt responsibility for the cost of re-decoration, re-instatamment of, or repair to damage to the Pramises, or the ralaying of floor
coverings or for sy breakape arising from the Warks

ahbtain and pay far any telecoem ar retwork senices recessary for the installation or cngeing aperation of the sysbem.

the Cipsfomes may terminabe this Agreement by gring no bess than 14 days: weitken notice 1o Bhe Comgesy prior 86 the
commencement of the Warks, in which case any depos® pald @il B2 refundable. If the Customer terminates the Agresment in
Breach of thes clase 3,8, the Campany i evlitked po charge a6 admssratics tee of £104,

4. THE COMPANY'S GBLEGATIONS
Thee Company agress fo

41

wse all reasonab e endesvours to carry out the Works an the date agresd with the Customer and/or wehin the agreed bmeframe,
howeser, the Company shall incur no la bility whatsomeer in respact of any loss or damage arising as a consequance of any deviatian
fram thiz date snd timss shall not be of the esence,
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5

4.3

4.3

4.4

make good by repair, ar 2t the Company's cotion, oy the supply of a replacemsent, defects in the Equipment which are notified to
the Commpanmy during the Warranty pericd, prossided such delects are due 19 Taulty equipresat or warkmacship in the marslacture
of such Emuipement.

H the Eguiipenent bas becama dalective Tor any other reasan, such as acidental or malichoos damage or Tailure by the Custamar oF
ks employees or agents o operate, services or maingain o in accordamce with the operating mstrucbons, then such defeces wil not
e coverad by The Warranty. This Warranty is in 2ddition to and doas net affect the Custamaer's statutany rights.

Shiadd the Cyskomer wish 8o barminste the Maintensnce Contract and trareler the mainkenance of iks Equipment to an alernatue
approved company then to fadlitate scoess by the new company 1o the service mede andfor ol oud serdce of the Equipment, the
riEea Cornipany can gither defagl the enginear code thermieblaes, of tFe Campany can attersd the Cuslomer’s pramises ta delault the
ergineer code, which shall be charged at the Company’s call cart rates applicable 24 the time. In termis of doud based services, the
e COmpany can contast he Compamy upon Takeosar and the Company shall rebeass the Fguiamant from the chaid,

PAYNIENT

=L

23
54

25

Tre Compary shall roquire a dapos fram Che Customer equivalent to S0% of the Quotation befare a date 1or the Wiorks can ba
Booked.

. Thee Comnpany's Inwakes are pagable immediately. Accondingly, the Customer shall make full payrment of any ireolces recefwed from

tha Campany in réspiect of the Works pgan regeipt, ueibiss aMagtnm falice in wriling bas baen given by the Costgenern t the Campany
gpecifying the amaount of the payment made or proposed to be made and in respect of ary payment withheld or propesed to be
waithihelel, the regdans Tor withbabdieg such gegmseal.

M paymeent is not made im accordance with this clause S the Company s enbgled to terminate this Agresment.

Thee COmpany respraas Cha right 1o issue mterim invoicas in respsct of any matedals daliverad ars)or wark carried aut under the
Apreament and the Customer shall pay such invokces upon receipt.

I the ewant af a wrilten notice heing gheen by the Customer ta the Company under dause 5.2, the partias shall endeavour to agree
& resglution within 14 days from the date of the nodice,

THE COMPANY'S LIABILITY

61

[

63

[

a5

B

&

Thee Camnpany Fuis rea detaibid krsradedge af the npture or walue of the comtents of the Premises Tor which the Egquisament Fus Been
specified. The Customer should know the nabore and value of the condents of the Premitses, and agrees that since the potenbal bss
af damage which the Custamar might suMer i 1Raly 15 be dispropaetianate 1o the cost of The Equipment, it i reasanahile Tor the
Company to exclude it= liablity in this respesct, which it ereby does.

Thee: Company accepts Habilay for

G2 1 deathor parsoral Fpury 1o the extent the same sesults from bresch by the Campany of its statutary duty {where the Company
I= strictly Bable for sudh breach| or from any regligent act ar amission of the Compansyg.

B12 wap 1 the sy al £250,000 where the Campany™s rpligeace ar its Belyre 1o use regsorable skill and cire in the premigion of
any serwioes ursder this Agreement whilst working on the Premises causes damage bo or desbruction of the Premises or other
EMODHRITY,

G2 saye e ek guboin Condition §.2.1 and &2 2 aboree all ibsms, warranbes and condftions whether statutory, sspress or smplisd,
and whather arising directly or collaterally, relating 1o the sale, descripiion or sample of goods, or to the condition, guality ar
fitremas of the Cquipment andfor 2= to the skil or care of the Comgany, its employees, sgents ar sebcordractors relsting 1o the
sunply or proveion of any services, ane eacheded.

T Company shall mat Be kable vo the Custamer [ar ary migreprasentation oo (he pact # il eenplopess, agants of sub-cantracior
wnibk=ss such misrepresentation is expressed inwriting by the Company.

Ustler rad circumelandas, axcenl as horer pedaided, will T Campany B linhlke e ary cordegquential or ivgliracy lass ar for aryg lss
of profit or busress,

The Campany accepls ra respansibiity o liabdity far, and provides oo warranties of guarantess in respect af, any aguigment
supplisd or installed by a third party or by the Customer ard wsed by the Customer o connect the Eguipment o third party services
{suich as telephome lnes, rosters, mabile sim cards, servers, posaer lne adaotors, et required to connect to third peety serdoss such
as alarm monitanng stations) ar yied o glow remote access 1 the Equipment, Ary changes by the Customser 1o thicd pary
equipment caeried out after installation of the Equipment {for example, change of rowter) which results in fauls with the Equipment
waill pagiplt ies g charpe By Uhe Company 1o the Custormses should re-pragramening and testing of the Equipment be regquined

Thee Coempany’s sarvces in sebing up remiote access to the Egupment viz the Customer's router and infernet is subject to the
Custamer’s Interrss Service Providers (I5F) praviding all the facilities requised by the Compary. The Company Ses N0t aCoept any
resporsibiity or lisbdity for arvg reduction in the wscuriy of the Cusfomer's intemrmet following conreschon of the Dquipment. ifthe
Custamar has any conoenra im this respect, it & racammamnded that the Customer angage tha sordeas of & third party to chadk sich
=eftings.

The Customer may be able to access the Equioment wia a third party App, strictly conditioral upon the Customer holding a
Baintenaree Cantract with the Company, The Campany acoegts no respeensibility or lighikey Ter, gl provides no waerantaes ar
guarantees in respect of the functionabty of third party &pps. Should the Customer's Baintenance Contrack cease, undess the App
is Gre which the Tustamer is able ta pay Tor directly, access 1o the third party Aps shall IRewie ceass
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68 The Caompany acceps no liabildy for any falkures of the Equipment to re-boot, or re-connect ta any linked Spos Tollowing a poer
cul, ‘Where at #ll possible, the Company will endeavour 19 résabe such Bsues with the Customar geer The telepfane, but il this is
miat possinke, a charpeable call aut will apply.

B9 The Company Bues i wanmanty of guarasted in respect of the Bespan of Battenss requined 1o operate wirslass Equipment supplied
vy the Company. All bastery changes shall b= chargeahle.

610, Customers who have Monitoring shall be required 10 have an annual Maintenance Cantract in place. The Custamar shall be sent an
arrraal invoice for the reresal of their Mameeance Contract (plus Monitoring, # spplicsble] in sdvance of ther oeerent
Maintenance Contract espiring. Should the Customer not renesw their Maintenance Contract by making their anmual payment upon
recEpd ol their renewal invgice fram the Campany, then upon expiry al the Custamer’s curent Mamlerance Comiract, the
sdorigoring =hall be cancelied.

7. 7. GEMERAL

.1 Oemershipof the Equipmant remaine with the Compansy and shall ned paszs o the Customer until the Company has recaived paymans
i Full off all the changes associated with the Works, notedthstareding the prondsion of cladse 5.3 albone.

TL  Hihes Apreemerd is terminated by reason of the Cusformer’s bresch of clagss S, the Company shall baye the following rights:

T2 L tore possess the Equipment (or any part of ] and to remove the same from the Premmises or other premises where i2 & kept.
TAL 1o reciver Tram the Custamer all amgeels due wester 1he Agregament up 1o the date of ermration, inchiding all gpendss
imcurred inre-possessing the Equipmend.

T3 The Campany ey perloem any al its oblgations under the Agreement thiough use al sub-comtrastar,

T4 The Compary reserves the right to alter the Specification to effect improvemeant or because of difficulties in obtaining materials.
Any such alteration 1o the SpacHication will e notifid o the Custamar im wiiting.

T 5 M amy provision of this Agreement shall be held invalid, ill=gal or unenforcssble the remerder of the Apreement shall remsin valid
and enfarceable.

TE matice required in terms of this Agresmment dhall be sufigiently gren if properly addressed and sert by post, Fax or email ba, im the
case of the: Company, its sddress specified in the Quotation and, in the case of the Customier, (ks s nown addness.

TF. W gy make a search with b eredil relerence agensy, which will keep & recand Gl thag search and will Shang Chat infaimatice with
otfer businesses. We may also make enquines abowt the princgal direchars with a oredit reference agency.

TE  Whens we agree [o arrange om the Custamer’s bahall tar the hiee af thirg pamy Bfing, or othar equipmsnt mol roatinaly sup plies
oy us, wee will charge an administraton fee of ES0 plus VAT,

B. TAKEDVERS

E1 This davse shall take affect where the Comgary carres canl 8 Service Takeows 6f 3 pre-existing security system, whether ar rat the
Company i instructed to camry out additional work or upgrades to the presexisting security system.

B Irthe ircurnstarses, it is nod possible Far the Campany 1o ghve any gusrantes af wariaedy & 16 the quality or ssarking ardes af the
pre-existing equipment, induding winng.

S22 Theattahed Quotation ssumes the efficient working order of all pre-exsting eguipenent and wirsng, whether o reiran in its oamant
=tate oo where it = intended to be mcorporated ko foem part of a s system provided by the Company.

E4. Any equipment or wiring found to be unsatsdacbory by reason of faulk, suspact operation, detorioration, or incompat ity with the
riew equipment, shall be replaced and charged Tor in addftion bo the guoted price

S5 Any pra-eaisting equipmient found to be unsatEtactory by reason af fault, suspect aperation, deteroratian, shall mot be cowared by
thie Mamenance Caniract bitween B Campany and the Customser,  Should any pré-easting dedos Fail i shall be replaced #
passible by the same model, or 3 device of a simiar specification, and charged for scocrdingly.

E&. The Qi thall be advised of tha need 1o replacs by part of device, belora Ay action i Taken,

9. FORACE MAIEURE

91 The Cornpany shall mat be Babla for are oss of damage sustainad by tha Custamer Ey its filure 1o parform its obligations urder this
figresment if such filure @ due for any reason beyond its cortrol, mcluding without Bmitation an Aot of God, legislabon, war, fire,
flood, drowght, failure of power supply, Iock-out, strike ta 2y cther action taken by employees in contemplation or furtherance of
a diprule ar cwing ta any inghiity 16 procere msterials reguared Tor the perfarmence of the cantract, During the canlinuance of
such contingency the Customer may by written natice to the Compaery ekect bo terminabe the agreement and pay for work done and
enElerisls yoed ag gt the date of lerminatsm

10, JURISDCTION
10.1. This Agreement is subject to the Lws of England and Walkss and the parties shall subemit to the enduske jusisdiction of thoss Courts.

CTaanl

100523
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Ramsey First (Hollow) Internal Drainage Board
Notice of conclusion of the audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31st March 2022

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountabiity Act 2014
Accounts and Audil Regulations 2015 (S1 2015 /234)

1 The Audit of sccounts for the  Ramsay First (Hollow) intemal Drainage Board
for the year ended 3151 March 2022 nas been completed and the accounts have
beon pubdished.

2 mmwawﬂmbaumhmmnw
any locsl goversmaont elector of the ares of Ramsey First (Hollow) intemal Dranage Board

on appeeation to:

The Clanx

Ramsay Fist (HoSow) Inlemal Drainage Board
85 Whittiesey Road

March

Cambridgeniire

PE150AM

between the hours of  B00sm snd 4.00pm on Mondays 1o Fridays
(sxouding public holcays), when sy Incal slector may make copies
of the Annusi Retum
auﬁuﬁluumhmwdmmmdtzmmmmw
of the Anrual Retam
uncamean! made by D C Thomas - Clark to the Boarg

of Arnouncement: 26h Septamber 2022
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22
We acknowledge as the members of;
RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, Including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, 1o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respoect lo the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

1 W have pul In plece amangements for effecive Mnancal frepaned 85 acoounting sfateMeVts iD Ac0oNBeos

maragement during the year, and for the prepamiion of v with the Accounty and Al Repalativns.

“ e rm—— —
'1wmmu.-nmmamm mode pOper aranguTonls and accepled respansitilty
Iechucing measres designed 1o prevent and oetect frawe v for safeguaring the PUOIC MONeY AN MNMOURe s iy

and cermuplion end reviowed i effscivensss. M charge
3 We ook all reascnetie steps 10 asssrs ourselven has only done whet & has e logal power 1o do and hea
that there e N0 mahers of achusl or potental compled with Froper Practices n dong 0.

noa-cemgliance with lewa, rsguiotors and Proper v
Fractices that could P s sigrifican! fnarcad efact
on the atilty of Ty aufianty 10 conclact its

@.n:gwhm - -

4 We provided proper opporunity durihg e yeer lor GG (he your gave o pOsans MINGSIRG e ORPOTWAY O
Do sxsecne of slectors’ nghis In accordarce wih Pw v irapect and esk qUEsSON? 200U Ths autherly’s acocunts.
recursments of e Accounts and Audi Regusations.

5. We caerad oul an sssossment of the nsks fsong this consiend avd docomanted the Enecal and olber nskad |
Uty e Lok spsroprate sieps 10 manage hose v facas and! Gwal with thern propeny.

| Mk, including the introdustion of infemal controls andior
COMNGE METRNCE COVN Whars reGuired.

€ We mairtahed hioughout the year ar sdequate and aranged r 8 compedont porson, ndependent of Me Srancie
effective sywiem of niomal audt of the secouniing v controls and ADceduTos, 10 GAVE o Olyecive vaw ot wholtor
reconds and contrl systerms. inI controls meel the needs of s saker aumonty

7. We ook appropriste action on 3k matiers resed v responded 1o matiers Drought o B atlerdion by infermal and
i reports fom internal and external audil. axfemal sutt

£ We considered whaiher any Igaion, 1sbies or daclosed everyling £ should Aeve about ds business acihvly |
commiments. ovenis o ransactione, occurisg siter during the yeur Ihaiaing svents [sking Disce sfter he yoor
dering or ater the year-and, have & fnancisl mmpact on v and ¥ relovent.
Bix suthody and, where appropaaia, have Inchoed them
n e accourting statements.

chartebio. In cur capacity as the tole managng

et med all of s responsOlites shere, 23 2 bogy
corporafe, 4 s 8 sole meneging busios of & beol
ust or trusfy.

{ cxamination of sadil

MMWN“WM;MOMMMMM'W“MMN
suthority will address the weaknesses idontifed. These sheets must be published with the Annual Govemance Statement,

moating of the authorlty on: approval was given:

/a0
mdmuumm?:l/iii imahnan %
8.49%7 - A Mk

WWW MIDDLELEVEL.GOV UK

This Annual Governance Statemont was approved at a lswwmmucmumemm
|

Arnual Governance and Accountabiity Return 2021/22 Form 3 Poge 4 0f 6
Local Councils, intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22 for
RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

1. Balances brought Totel patances and reserves af the Deginning of the yesr
forward 132,184 128,465 uwummm.m:mmmn

2 () Pracept or Rates and Mmdmtwuwmmm
Lovies 67,406 67,331| received or receivable in the yoar. Excluds any grants

recsived,

| 3. (+) Total ofer receipts Total NCOMe Or FROSEES &5 MCOTNG ) M9 CashboOk Bss

11,066 23,536/ the precept or ratesfevies recelved (fne 2). Inckade any

R caen: grenis rocoived,

4.() Sia¥ costs Total expendture or payments macke %0 and on behad!

X y ﬁmmmmm
contiiutions, gratuiies a0d Severance payments.

5. {+) Loan imarest/capital Tola! sxpendtwrs or payments of capisl snd interes!
repeyments 13,963 ‘&“ﬁmmNnUMNMMWUM
.lf(;)mmumnh Total expendiium oOr paymants ax recordiod in the cash- ]
56,274 66, book less staff COst3 (e 4) and loan Mieresticapiin

repayments (Wne 5).

7.(=) Balnces carried Tota! balances and reserves st the and of the yeor. Must
farwerg 128 126,415 oqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+8)

8. Total value of cash and J m‘lmmduwmwmmm
SO baITe IvesiTenS 158,81 130 hokfings and short lorm investments held ae af 31 March -

To agree with bank reconcifiation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of afl the property the authonty ownas - if s made
long seem (mvesiments 1,424 991 1,424 991 wp of af s fxod assets and long ferm investments as at
“M SVW

10 WWM mmww.mnmuum

149.7061 142.2’ﬂ from Mt parmwe (inchaang PWLE)
11.6’«[.00'00“00/) The Councit uammuuuwbmm
Disdosure note re Trust funds and is responsde for managhng Thust funds or 8ssels.
(ncluding charitable) N8, The figuves v the scocunting siatements above 00

not inchude any Trust frRnsections

! L ——f

1 certlly hat for the year ended 31 March 2022 $he Accounting |lcanmlmmmmmsuumnm
Stataments in this Annual Governance and Accountabilty | approved by this authority on s date:

Retum have been prepared on elher a recelpts and payments | 1%6/14’2’2
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in

Gaovernance and Accountabidity for Smaller Authorities - a

| as recorded In minute reference:

8.939

' Signed by Chairman of the meeting whars the Accounting

TTEEES

Annual Govemance and Accountabiity Retum 2021/22 Form 3 Paga 506
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD - DB0O077

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
OurreapombillyuwuswmawﬁmmmbutMWNwmmm&mA
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does nol constitute an audt carred out In accordance with
International Standards on Audting (UK & Iraiardd) and hence It does not provide the same lavel of assurance that
Mmmdnmm.mmmmmmm:mmdammmummweu
statutory audit ks appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest lovels of spanding

Under a mited assurance review, the auditor i responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governancs
wmmmmmmmwmummmuwamwmmm
behalf of the Compiroller and Auditor General AGN 02 is avadable from the NAD wabste —

This authority i responsible for ensuring that s financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 3
Mmmdimm.m_mMmmWWwMMMmm

* sUmmanses the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022. and
-wﬁm“wwﬂummmhuom“&ﬂmﬁm&bwmwwmaom
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

1% baie of our raviow of Sactiona 1 and 2 ef the Anrwal Govormance and Acceurdeiilty Retum (AGAR). I Gut OEIGn the Iomme Uon 1
'ud:olha(!mummvﬂmumMmmmmwmnmnbwaWanhm
1OQASIRLON SN0 MGIAMONY sequrements have Not Deen el

[Orer matens not afediing cur opinEm ahich we draw 10 e anention of he Authenty
None.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22
We cerlify that we have compleled our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountablity
Mwm«:mmumwnmnmmmmn.wnmmm

External Aucitor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
Extemat Audier Signatre P Lty (V" Oate 13000/2022

" Note. the NAO issued guidance applicabie % external sudtors’ work on ImRed Assurance reviews in Audtor Gudancs Note
AGNI2, The AGN s avalabie fram the NAD wabsiio (www.nao.ceg uk)

Annual Governance and Accourtabiity Retum 2021722 Form 3 Page ol 8
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BB/MNOS53
11 October 2022

Messrs. D Thomas, R Hill and S Ablett
Middle Level Offices

85 Whittlesey Road

March

Cambs

PE1S 0AH

Dear Messrs. D Thomas, R. Hill, and S Ablett,

Whitings
Chartered Accountants gur
e O Schoal House, Dartford Road
Marcn Canbedpeshive, PR 1S HAL
t 0135485230
e Mmarcthpwhitinglip 00 ul

w whitingsllp co

MLC administered Internal Drainage Boards - Internal Audit 2021-2022

Having completed the intemal audit work for the various Internal Drainage Boards administered by
the Miadie Level Commissioners officers for the year ended 31 March 2022, we are pleased to provide
you with the following recommendations to be considered for implementation. We have included
some general points and some points which are redated to specific boards.

General points

BURY AT 1EMLMDY

Asset Valuations and Insurances

It Is noted that, whilst a large proportion of boards took the option to revalue for insurance
purpases their pumping station and residential assets during recent years, there are still some
boards that have not followed suit, We have seen elsewhere that such revaluations have
sometimes resulted in significant uplifts in value, and as such we would suggest that any
remaining boards that have yel to carry out such an exercise do so at the earfiest
convenlence. Should a pumping station or residential property require a complete rebuild
tdmmmmazmmm.mwummmwuwm
Wenlodly'spriceswhichmlylﬂdtoadmhllinﬁndswhkhhnwwbemetbym
funds.

We would recommend that in the absence of specific information to the contrary suggesting
need for earlier review, that a revaluation exercise be performed for insurance purposes at
least every 5 years on all major Board assets. This is especially important given the significant
increase in material and labour costs seen in recent times as a result of rising inflation and
global material shortages. However we are pleased to note that boards are being asked
mthcnhqvmhformmemhtwulmamm!mmmmwmagw
that all boards agree to this proposal.

AOO0ETIY PRACTR S At Ll
vl A M d 4 .

"y SINEY v AL~ WIDEmMALL LA L1 I=0 R4t LEL LS A LARL i) T eiom
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1. Asset Valuations and insurances - Continued

Client comment:

While we have put it to Boards to review pumping station valuations for insurance pwposes,
o5 separate stotutory cuthorities It Is up to each Board to review and approve what they
consider to be an appropriate voluation and your point concerning possible under-insured
amounts having to be funded directly by the Board following an event has been highlighted
previously. A number of Boards have previously approved to index link valuations and we
will be asking all Boards to consider this during the 2023 meetings, along with consideration
of current valuations. This is an area clready programmed to be reviewed every five yeors
and hopefully with Indexing we moy not require such Individual voluations going forward,

2. Employee Benefits - Vehicle Usage

In 2020 a high level tax case was brought by HM Revenue & Customs against Coca-Cola
European Partners Great Britain Limited relating to vehicles provided to employees of Coca-
Cola and whether these ‘dual purpose’ vehicles should be classed as a van or a car for benefit-
in-kind (BIK) and other taxation purposes. Typical example of such a vehicle being a double-
cab pickup as operated by some boards. The Court of Appeal ruled In favour of HMRC and,
as a result HWRC are now reminding employers of the importance to ensure that they have
classified their vehicles correctly and as a result we would advise that this matter is kept
under review both now and into the future to mitigate the risk of an unexpected tax bill
arising. We would advise that this is considered across all boards going forward if this is not
being taken into account already,

Client comment;

We are oware of the case and potentiol implications to employees of clossification of
vehicles. Generally, we do not make changes concerning odditional passenger!load
capabilities to that of the original manufacturer’s specification, which are relied upon
alongside the HMRC guidance when designating vehicles for taxation/benefits in kind.
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3'

Provisions

We are pleased to note that, in the main; provisions for amounts owing to and owed from
applicable boards, are being monitored and written back should the undertying potential
asset/liability be extinguished. There are still odd cases where provisions are “brought
forward and carried forward™ that relate in excess of the standard life of debt, being 6 years.
mwmsmeammunmmmmamummw.
we would question whethor payments could still be enforced if chased, aside from in relation
to development contributions. As such we would encourage continued review of provisions
as a whole, with special consideration being made to aged provisions that have existed for &
number of years and ideally the rationale belng documented in the accounts pack provided
Lo us as part of the internal audit

We would also recommend that any such old debts or provisions (apart from development
contribution provisions), say over 3 years old, be presented at the Board meeting annually
and approved.

Cltent comment:

As part of the year end cccounting procedures, provisions/balonces are looked ot on an
individual basis and decisions made on relevance as to retain or to write back.
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4. Budget figures

We note that Budget figures are prepared annually in advance, but we note thess are not
updated in the late Autumn even when notable variances may have occurred for various
factors. Whilst not necessary to do so for all boards, we suggest that Chairmen of individual
Boards are given opportunity to request updated Budgets after the haif year point for the
remainder of the year and distribute to Board members if they feel it appropriate due to
clircumstances to date or anticipated.

MbutetsthatMvebcenmlorzozzlnmrmythobewmsedthWtM
year due to the significant cost increases that are currently well publicised in the media,
most notably in relation to the cost of gas and electricity as a result of the ongoing conflict
between Russia and Ukraine,

Client comment;

As part of the finance regulations, we are required to carry out a budget monitoring exercise
Mmmcmddww.mmmummoldmmum.w:u
reviewed by the Board ot their autumn/winter meeting. For all other Boards the manitoring
exercise is completed as at the end of the colendar year, ot this point the majority of the
drduwmmcewwkshaveb«nmﬂpmed.asmdbearyplomwdmmmwts
at pumping stations. The expenditure to-date Is then forecast to the end of the financial
year and compared to the budget and initially sent to the chairman for review, Depending
mthomeama{unmamwingmdtpmdsmmnbmmwmmu
to hold an emergency meeting. However, it Is likely that if there were an extroordinary
event the Board would be aware “in real time" and appropriate action taken at that point.
It is not policy to update budgets depending on levels of expenditure but to use these as
comparative to analyse varfances of octual expenditure ogainst.
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5. Surplus Funds

It & noted a number of IDB's hold significant cash reserves, with inflation now being at a 40
year high, all IDB's need to consider investing their surplus funds, in order to achieve greater
return on public funds and to ensure value for money principles are observed and cash asset
values are not eroded overtime. We appreciate that in recent years interest rates would have
made such an exercise unfrultful when taking into account the associated admin cost involved
In such an undertaking. However, with the Bank of England now increasing interest rates to
combat rising inflation in the UK, we would advise that this is now an opportune time to
conduct such an exercise.

Client comment:

We have previously made arrangements with owr bankers concerning the costs for the
provision of banking services and Interest which when added together more than covered
the costs associated with monthly/quarterly administration costs in transferring funds. As
mentioned, Interest rates in recent years have been negligible and es responsible public
authorities we need to maintain caution as to where funds may be deposited - the general
principle of the higher the reward the higher the risk applies. During this period we did re-
negotiote owr banking arrangements and maintained the cost benefit in relation to the
provision of banking services. Although It Is correct that the Bank of England is increasing
Interest rates to combat Inflation, rates will not match/keep pace with (current) inflation
and with the current spirolling fuel costs we also need to ensure Boords have sufficient
liquidity to meet ongoing operational expenditure. We have plonned meetings with our
bankers when this will be discussed further as weill as looking ot possible afternative places
for longer term Investments,
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&. Rental of Land

It was previously noted that some IDB"s were renting out land to tenants for [ess than market
value and that this should be reviewed to ensure value for maney principles were belng
applied,

We are happy o note that some IDB's have increased the rental values of land to market
rates, although there are still some IDB's where the rental value is significantly below market
value and we advise that the market values are increased for thess boards to ensure value
for money principles are applied going forwards,

Cllent comment;

Boards which have land holding for rent generally review rents In occordance with renangy
agreements and use local land agents for guidance. A number of Boards have smail holdings
af land which are et at reasonable rates with a view to keep the land tidy and in good arder
as they are not necessarlly commercially vichle. A number of Boards have slomp land, which
cannot be considered the same as general agricultural land for rentol purposes. All Boards
look to get the best rents available, but these are relevant to the size and type of land being
let.
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Specific Points
Conington & Holme ID8

We note that the pumping station owned by the board is Insured at less than the latest
revaluation amount, see below;

Insured value 610,000
Latest revaluation 685,630
Underinsured 75,630

We understand that the board took the conscious decision not to uplift the Insurance value
in line with the revaluation figure suggested by the engineer. As already highlighted above,
should any significant event occur, such as a major fire, resulting in the need to reinstate
the asset in full, the board run the risk of the shortfall which would require the use of surplus
balances to cover the resutting deficit in funds. We would therefore strongly recommend that
the board consider increasing the insured value to the revaluation figure,

Cllent comment;

Although os previausly mentioned these polnts will be raised as agenda items YOUr comments
and recommendations will also be considered when reviewing the Internal audit report.
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Waldersey IDB and Hundred of Wisbech IDB - Joint Pumping Arrangement

A3 In previous years it is noted that there is a discrepancy between debtor held in Waldersey
IDB and the creditor held in Hundred of Wishech DB,

Waldersey IDB - Debtor 25,.936.95
Hundred of Wisbech 1D8 - Creditor 25,500
Dfference 436,95

We are pleased 1o note that this difference Is insignificant for the current year. The
difference arises due to the accounts of Hundred of Wisbech IDB being completed before
Waldersey IDB, leading to a provision being required in the former’'s books in the absence of
more accurate information being available. The difference is adjusted in the following year's
Accounts for Hundred of Wisbech but in the short term could be considered slightly
misleading.

We note that there have been discussions to potentially amalgamate the two baards, this
would eradicate the anomaly. However, in the absence of this, we wonder whether there is
sCope to bring the meetings and account preparation periads in line to address this issue.

Cifent comment:

These costs relate to the contribution for the costs of the shared pumping focility and at
the time of production of the year end accounting stotements discussions were taking place
cancerning porential changes to the contribution as @ result of changes in land use. A new
prapasal had been put forward which was broadly approved by both Boards,

There are no current plans to change meeling dates 5o as one set of accounts s finalsed
before the other there Is likely to remain creditor/debtor positian In both sets of accounts
although now that all older balances hove been cleared, any in-year bolance showld be
cleared, generally o year in arrears.
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March East IDB

Du'lngourwiewnwmmudthatmemwngmﬁmumm'sumwe
not authorised during the year, the amounts charged by the attendant are similar to the
rental costs charged to the Individual for occupying residential property owned by the
district. We understand that this arrangement has been agreed at board level to ensure
that the Individual Is not financially penalised in carrying out their duties for the board.
m,mmuw\tmatobeatodathUnumtcwdm
disproportionate when compared to other IDB's that we have audited. We would advise
that these amounts most certainly should be authorised to ensure adequate controls are
maintained over the purchase function and we would also question how HMRC would
interpret the arrangement should they carry out any follow up review in the future.

Client comment:

Following a review in the previous financicl year residentiol property rent was re-assessed
in-line with current guidance from HMRC. At the some time the value of the attendant's
services was re-appraised. These reviews were approved by the Board. There were no
changes proposed for 2022 so the original resolution remained unchanged, However, we
agree with your comments and both areas will be considered annually as separate ogenda
ftems.
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March Sixth DDC

During the course of our audit we noted that the 2021/22 public rights notice had not been
published on the website, we are pleased to note that following notification of this fact the
notice was prompily uploaded. We are satisfied that this is an isolated incident but woudd
remind all boards of their obligation to comply with the requirements In this area and to
ensure that all relevant documents are published In a timely manner,

Client comment;

Every effort is made to update the relevant pages of oll authorities In an efficient ond
timely manner and In accordence with the regulations. It should be noted that os well as
display on the website, notices are also disployed in paper format withing the District,

Your comment is noted and procedures will be amended concerning this for the future.

We take this opportunity to thank your staff involved in our audit for thelr assistance and
cooperation in achleving substantial completion by the stated target deadlines, We trust that the
engagement team have not caused significant disruption during the execution of their procedures.

Yours sincerely,
FAVN .'Hj £ 4-(_/,

Whitings LLP
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Commissioners under the administration of the
Middle Level Commissioners

November 2022

Whitings

Chanered ACcounsants

107



Index

Parge
Executive Summany .
Your Reguinements 3
Our Audit Approach 4
Abcur Whitings LLP #
Our Fees 1
Key Personnel and Career Summaries n

ARpeiSid & - Inbernal AnST Plan - Year Ending 31 March 2024

Appencix B - et of &dministered Boards

108



Expcutive Summary

‘Whitings LLP are a regions] Firm of Chartersd Accountants amnd Business Sdweisers, based in 11
locations throughout Eaxst Anglia.

The firm kas broad range of experience in dealing with intemmal and exiemal sudits, serding
& rarge of loca| grpseecations operating with Uhe private ard public secter.

On revies of your smatation to tender we understand that the follosing requerements meesd
10 e miet:

4+ Subiect the fingncsal statemeris Do intemal sudit in acoordance with staiutory
FECLinemenTs,

+  Upon conclusion of the intemal audit prépare of 3 management Lestar 1o the board
detadling sy deficiencies in the inbermal systems, recommending improvements in
addition 1o commianks abing whather in our apinian the arganlgation are ensiring valie
for morey 15 b=ing achimeed,

« {Completion of the inb=mal Audit Report within the Annual Governance and
Accountabiliny Requrm

Wa have had the pleasure as serding as pour intemal auditons Tor wseveral vears amd have
demaonstrated our ability bo messt the statutory deadlives set. We will strive bo deliver this
whilsg also prosviding the Following benetits:

Freasming staff continunty from year to year
twotirg and sticking to an agresd fee for the duration of the five year appointmenit
Froviding a comprehensive and personable service, building on the strong working
redatiorships that we already hane with your organisation

+  Pro-active i our approsch Do Cthe engigerrsenl, seeking oul wins Lo streamline the
inbermal sudit process to ereure minimal deruption to your day-to-day operations

Cur Fees for the Airst year encisd 31 March 2004, excluding VAT, will be E21,.250 fexc. VAT)
for the Internal Drainage Boards and Destrict Drainage Commissioners administered by the

Middle Lewel Commissioners, & detniled breakdomm of our fee structure for the Five year
appointmient cam be found on pape 10 of this dooament.

Our clients rightly demand a service that provides high quality, speciatist expertise,
Lisrwalirness arwd cosl effectivers combined with local knosledge, s appreciation of el
Ferdard circumstanoes and district needs. ‘Whitings LLP, having been established in the local
ared vinge 1928, have 8 proseen rack recard of bewrgg able 1o meet e demands and
continie o revies and deswelop 15 business practices bo ensure that this remains the case for
IM&TT YRArS b Do,
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Your Begusrements

ou have ssbked 5 o guete for providing the ellowing services for the Internal Drairage
Boards and District Drainage Commissioners administered by the Maddie Level Commissioners:

+  Subject the Mnenchl statemerts to interal sedit in acoordance wilh sbalulory
Lo TGy oy

»  Upon concusion of the internal audit prepare of a managemdent Letter to the board
detafling sy deliciencies in the intermal svifems, recommending improverments in
addition to commundcating whether In our apinion the arganisation ane ereuring value
Tor morey 15 being achievad,

« Completion of the inbe=ral Aodil B=port within the Annosl Governomees and
Accountabily Retum

In erdar co obtaim bt valie from our sendoe, it 15 essential that our audic work 15 directad
towards aress of greatest risk. You have indicated that wou will maintein the accounting
recordg, presenting our finm with accurate completed finanoial statemesits togathar with
relevant and supporting schedules and reconcilistions & required in a tmely fashion.

The first accounts to be intemathy asdsted shall be for the pear emded 11 parch B4, We will

B able 1o carmy gut our wark an These in accandamnce with your campletion tiregable which
we provisionally understand to be 30 Jun= B4,
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Gur fasdit Spproach

Before the basrds' poar and, we would anticipale s pre-planeirsg messlivg befwean the aodit
team amd meniners of the Mddle Level Commbsiorers” finanos teame Ak this meting warous

formalities such = the bwag of oo procedures will b= agreed, together ‘with the
identification of key sudit areas. 'We would also at this stage confinm our understanding of

e company s sccounting systems and strocture of internal controls,

This erables us to sdopl an elfcient ard struciured spproach o risk assessment, anahdscal
appraisal of results and the talloring of audit testing o ansure thal pour acoounts comply
with &l relevant legislation and repolatiors. The bEsslosr interral audit strategy fss been
defigad [0 be A Righ loved statamant of how ol audit apprcach will be deliversd and
developed during the proposed engagement. peviod.

Intemal audit = an indspeEndent, ohjectve sssurance and pro-active coreulting seraces
chriigresd Lo add value and dmprose Uhe Board™ operations. I proeides o indeperdert and
alr|ecrive aginian 1o The Board on the control enviranment That cempirises fsk managemeng,

contral and govemance.

Al ingarmnal audit work will b undertakan with due negard to the requinsments of Ragulation
& of the Accounts and gudit Regulations having cognition of the Fractfioners. Guids.

i covers aupects of all francial systams annually, rather than just on a stricl ¥ vear
cyrlical basis which Is a falrly comenon MTemative for Intemal Audt Tunctions. The plam i
for mearamal *wystems revies” days a5 the finsncial systems are undertakesn an 6 cormeman
basgis due to the administration of the boards by the Mdde Lewsl Commissionsrs, 0 uging a
rizk based audt spproach these only reguire Bo ke ausdited on a sample bass= scross the
IDBs on am amrdal hagis, The noomial lasel of Beth System confiomiation and Trangaction
testing i 3=t to ensure that some transactions of #ll indwidual boards within the diddie
Losel Comenissianerns’ adminmistensd anga arg Covenad each yaar such g will be appropriaie
to the Board's lewel of activity andsor strength of assessed irternal controls; nonstheless
all Boards will ke Covergd in all areas acress a 3 year period.

Elvan 23, wheng tesues are identifled , majar intermal congiel sysiemsdperarrs] Jhamges
accur , or prablems are epcountersd in conduct or results of the maernal audie ther thes
S hediled rata Fiay e armsbrsdid on wear By year hasis,

In addition, substantial work is canried each year on every Board on Certain areas to ensure
complisrce and correciness of the &nnusl Beturn form,
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The= fodboraing List summanses the main work done and freguency, taking into account the
chjectives 227 il in the anniml temal Audic Repsrt within the Snnuad Govermance anmd
&ccountability Retumn:

& -Return, Accounts B Completion (&nnaually)

-

-

Erpsore |[R/DDC cashbeok kept up o dake

Erriine that mdnifily Bask reconolliglars a8 carmied gul

Chieck that verification of bank reconciliations has beon carmicd out

Eresure that the annual retum and acoounting record opening 2nd Ccomperative
Megures agres Uo prigr years reconds

Erure that Tigures stated on the annual return agres to underlying accounging
records

Lheckirg casting and arithmetic of schedules

Revies varignde report and reslionle reasons excetsive variancey

Ercaune that the BDEDOC publishes informmalion on a free 1o doCcess
mebsite fwebipeage up to date at the time of the internal audit
Erviuse s thee I0BSDOC Foas complisd with the poblication requirements. gy sel,
il in Che Accounts and dudy Regulations 3005

B - Purchases [Cyclically)

Ervwne Thal the IDBROC has complied with its fingrcial regulations and Chese
arg revslawesd with sutficient regularity by the beard

Cheds proper purchase authority # recorded by the boord inrelation to
N0 D pervTrends

Canry ot wislkiFeough testing in relation te IDBSDOC purchase sysbem
Apreement of purchase ledger balances to trial balance

Ereumirg payment of principal and interest in respect of bosrs 1 in acoondance
with agreed terms

Confinm Lgt of payments issued agrees 1o minules
Ereure that indhvdual purchases are authorised by a relevant person
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C - Minutes, Walue for Money, Risk Management, Ethical Standard and
Sustaimabrility {Annually§

Mneires

Revies of miniges o Check that risks relating to the boards are discussed
Ermre that a formal risk assessment is carried out by the board
Bevies Ehe bodget s=tking prooess

Review imdrines Tor unusual oF extraordinary actisighs

Cheds irsurance revies

Wl far Maney

Ereure That walue for meney principles are baing observed
Obtain retevant tenders for capital purchases to ensure WFM principles are
bring considered.

Risk Management

Ercure that the beards rsk register 1s Kept up to date and adequately Covers
potential areas of nsk facng the board.

Ervaore That risk feciors are Laken inlo accounl in Che board's decisSon making
ared implamentaion procedseds

Eetcal Standords ond Sustainobifity

Ervoare that decidors are made in an ethicsl manner by the board, bearing in
eindl ervirenmental and other seclcecondmnic cirgasstances/ resperibilities
wiiChilm the bncal Commiadty,

Ermare that =thics = taken indo acoount within the boards defired polickes
Erviure Thal long term susLainshility & being Laken inlg account in Gperational
dheg g,

[ - Budget and Yariance Analysis (Cyclically)

"

¥

k]

Review variance analysis issued by the Board

Chieck that progress agairst budeets are regularly manitored

Chedk: that budgets are used for determining rates for the following year
Ravies accrials Tor reasonabbaness and campiletenmess

£ - Sales {Cyciscally)

Perform walkthrough Lesting on the IDB/DOC rales syslem, including the
trearment of spacial levies

Bevirw any rates write offs and ensure receded board approval

Perform walktheough testing of other sales made by |DES/DDCs

Revies minubes 16 ensure Sl enpected ot income fid besn redeiond and
D

i

W
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F - Petty Cash (Cyclically)

Mot applicable gl present, no petty cash function for sy BB DDCs ourently
Aderinig g,

- 'i'l'u.pc:-it:.ﬂnﬂr]

+

+

Parformance ol wages walkthrough

Ercuine that authorisation gramted for cvnrtimie pald
Beview of P11 Ds (whers aoplicabls)

Ervaare 1Rt noee-pay ralled stall bevae baser dorredly Baxed

Confinm confractor expansds 1o Fwolces and Chat pay rates and paymants ar
austhorised within the mrirtes by the boand

H- i.net:-lf.stlli:ulh']

Wouch sddition and review sales of fxed assels in (he year

Ersre assets ane adequately covered by IDESDOC irurance policies

Ermore that asset movements in the year are ressonable and consistent with
orkor yeEars

Review Tined pssers Tor indicators of mpairment, bolh Bwoagh physical review
arg] by referance to the minutes

- Bark [hrnually]
+  [Ervire that regular reconofiations have coourmed in the vede and that these

ang reviimwed By o senlor Individual witlvin the finande depaertmen?

» Becalculation of mi=rim and wear end bark reconcilsations, snsunng clearance

of ary outstanding paymenits o lodpements follosing the reconcilistion date

+ [Ervagne that cashbook entries ang based on ranssctions as made rather than

in order of appearance on the bank sEatements

« Consideration of treasury manegement, including returns whene significant

ek balances are held by 08/ DDCs

J - Trial Balance & Moménal {Cyclically)

-

"

+

Ergare Opera tmal balance transfened to the accounts comecthy

Scrutinise creditors, accruals, debtors and prepayrmants
Mentily sy transactions Chal are Feld within the audited figunes that relata
1o jpriar or future pericds

Feview and scruting of sdjustment joumals posting during the year and 25 part
af ke wear end Acomarls pricd gl

&ll financial systems ars o be documented and revissed on s sreosl basis Lo provide the
mgcpdingd laved of deurance.  'Whene appropriale probny audic work will B undortakan and
e propriety, accuracy and recording of ransactions semple tested.

¥

W
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In addition to the mam work camed out on each board, the b=los 2reas are also considered
1o b valuahle comporents in delivering a high quatity and wedl-rowndsd ingermnal audit

seTvice.
Corsultancy and &dvioe

Inbermal Audit will b= Feailable to 2t the Board sith control or operational issues.
Quring the wegr there might be emergieg rishs or issues thal reed a0 independent view or
review.  In addition, internal audit will be pro-active with suggestions and advice to
raragemant from information gaired thraagh experience, alber organisalion and

metwnrcneg groups.
dinti-frawd, Bribery and Commupticn

Intemal Audit will be pro-acteve in counter fraud waork.  &lthough 1t 45 not a function of

Inberral Sudit Lo detect fraud, bribery and corruption (Uhis is & resporeibility of managemenl,
ared good system control) work will be undertaioen to help ensure there are adequate systems

ared procedures 1o Fighlight petential rdtances,
Walue for Money [W¥FM], Risk Manapement, Ethical Standards and Sustainability

Ay & part of the mlernal sudit review, syiflers and conkrols established by mansgement Lo
secure WEM, risk management, ethical standards and sustainalility will Be commimned and
svaluated. Batbers of an overst] nature sre gl addressed within the annual werk
programme.  Auditors may initlate, conduct or participate additionally In special reviews In
s mreas where need arises,

The above covers Boards administered throughout the year by WLC bt where a new Board s
added o the group adméndtration Tacllicy, a special additional & Tuller ravige will ooour in
e first year of imvolvemeant.

At the completion of sach audit 3 report will b= produced and rel=ssed to the Middle Levs]
Commigslenars for Gribution to thie Boards, Ths repar details the ferms of retarence and
scope of the audit, findings, recommendations and & management sction plan.  An exscutive
wErenany (hat i lindas an aiads oprisian on conirels will atea ba included.

din annual inberal sudil report shall be produced to the Baard 1o proside &9 overall apinion
o condrols and detedl the audit work for the year.
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About Whitings LLP

‘Whitings LLF are a regional fom of Chartered SAccountants and Business Adwvisers. At the time
af writing, the firm kag 17 partrers and T agsociates who are sappared By approgimately 165
staff. The firm operates from 11 offces within the East snglia counties of Cambridgeshire,
betolk and Suffoll. We are registensd by the Instinute of Chartensd Accourgants in England
& Wales to undertake audit work.

Bue to the size of the firm we ane able to offer cur dients with 2 comprehenstoe rang:s of

spryices whilsh alis providiesg specifhs irmighis into indetry secior wiich represent Che key
sectors that our client base operates within, these are detailed below:

Service Offerings

Audit and Assurance

Business Supoort

Business Tax

oAl Practice

IT SErdices

Payroll

Priwate Clent Tax

Probate ared Extate SAdministration

Start Ups
Tax Encuiry and Investigation Service

wealth Management
Sector Spocialisms

Construciion
Contreckors
Creative duyres
#Marufacturing

Mk for Prafit
Property

Betmil

Rosd Heulage
Techrology

More porrpreberatie information on the frm, its services, specialisms and culture can be
Tomd or T wiabaiTe wivav whitingsllp. oo,k
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Our Fees
W belive Lhe fee scales we propose for thes pesigrement are competitive and refllactive of

the veork required 1o ensure compliance with relevant laws and regulations. e do not
compromise on quality by sseng tenders for sodit assigrements hat are clearly unsconoms:.

O Fees Tor Uhe year enced 10 March 2054 will be 031,750 (e, VAT Tor the Interral Draimage
Boxrds and District Dralnags Commissionas administared by the Middie Lovel Comimissiomes.

With regard 1o fess for fubune pears, v would sxpect, on thi assumption that the el of
activities and quality of sccounting records do not alker significanthy that cor fees would rise
Ery i mare than in fing with cur wage rate Inflation, assumed to be 5K per ancum, If, thrcugh
sfficiencies that we can introduce, we can provides the semes services at a lower guide fee,
e wie dhall pass an Chis Escount to you,

O this pramise, we quate thi Tollowing four years” faes, axcliading VAT, as! -

1034-1% {33, 1o
03516 {33,400
62T 134,600
03713 25,800

For normal ongaing continuous. supply services, the initial payment request ssued will not be
&t invoioe for WAT purposes but will include a notional amount for YAT. On receipt of your

paymend 8 tax invoice will be ioed 19 enable wou 16 recaer inpull tae where applicable,
Hiowever, please note that o VAT imoice will be tesusd in certain rare circumstances for
excepticnal “non-continucus” wark el

Wou will ke billed at sppropeiate intervals during the course of the wear, We would expect
mist of the fees to be billed ina single fee note raised soon after the completion of the

Inperrial Sudil Repart and issue of oo mansgerment Letter 1o the board. 'We would alio propose
ta raips fee notes for any further specially agresd work an a quarterly basis. Payment of fees

il b due within 30 days af the date of the payment recpaess.

i
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Key Personined and Career Summaries

Our philosophy s 1o provide esch client with 5 dedicated team responsible for Uheir alffairs,
trae ensuring that we can provide both expertise and continuity of service.

All our audit stadf ane either qualifed or studying for prodessional qualifications in ether 44T,
ACCA or ACE, Gur partners, associates smd staff undertafe 3 vigorous ongoing programme of
continusing professional devetopment, to maintain high technical standards.

Crear My wears wi hawe saperiencad etramely high lavels of stalf retantion, enabling us
o sAalff audils with the same wdtodoal's peor on yeor. This allows us bo socumulate high
bervials of Buaeckground understanding of your arganisation and thease mature redaticnships with
chismts makes two way communication both ey and friendly.

The proposed core gudit team will be:

our Audit Principle

It 15 intended that the audit principle responsible Tor this assignment will be Ben Beech, an
Aissoriste of the firm who s based at our March office. Be=n began working for Whitings in

oA, qaalifying as & Charterad Acooumtant in 36, He & in charge of the firm®s aedt and
asmrance offering withan the Fenland and surrounding areas, dealing weith mary of the firm's
Warger cliemis operdtiog in a raege of sectors. He s also invalbesd In 1R monitoring and
development of the fom's professional standards and comolianos procedures.

Your Relationship Manager

Your chsigrated relationship manager for this assignment will be Aston Hinson sl s alse
bewed at our March office. Aston has worked with Ben for many years supporting bim i the
prereision of high guality auding te some of e Tem's Largest olients, A50on is alse part of the
firms Kot for Profit feam, assisting these organisations with their accounting and tax
rEsplineTTH,

Your dudit Team

The audit team witl include a rarae of staff appropriate to the vanying tasks invabved ranging
Trom qualified accountants Ly junior sccounts Ledhmicians.
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dAppendix & - Inkernal Audiz Flan - Year Endirg 31 March 3024

Thie belesw 15 an irsdication of the numbsr of waorking days required o carry cul the intermal
aucit af the % intemal Drainags Boards and Detrict Dranage Commrissioners under the

ackrintsoration of the Middle Leve] Commissionen., &5 a resull, and Dakirg ingo accoim The
ergagement timeframe, we are confident that we will be able to meet the deadlires set.

Audit Areas Plarmniad Days

Flarrieg - dicussions, clanfation,
surrrarising, AGAR requiremenl revies' 4

Syiterre - review and cordirmation waork, 50

TrarsacLions - testing ard werification 50

Campleticn - collaCion of issues and
recommendations, enquiries of
raragement, reportieg via the LAGEAR and
management letter ]

TOTAL ag
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Appendix B - List of Admaristered Boards

Borreick Inbermal Dralnage Board
Bluntisham Interns| Drainags Board
Churchdield ared Plasttiedd bnvtesmal Dralnage Board
Coningbon and Haolme Inkernal Drasage Board
Curf and Wimblirgton Combined Internal Drainage Board
Exmirmoor Internal Dramege Board
Haddanham Laviel Drafmage Comerissingrs
Hundred Fook W ashes interal Drainags Board
Higndrad of Wishiech Intemal Dralnags Baand
Mare=a ard Welney Dstrict Drairage Commissioners
March 'Wet aied Whitis Fan Intarnial Dradmage Board
March East Internal Drairage Board
March FIfth District Drainages Commimissiangss
March Sixth Bistrict Drainags Commissioners
MaFch Third Disgrict Dralnaps Commssionmes
Heedham and Laddus intermal Drainags Board
Highilayers Initermal Drainags Boand
intemal Crainage Board
Croar and 'Willinghaen D6
Eamsey First {Hollow| Internal Drainage Soard
Ry Fourth dWiddenaor| Inlermal Drainage Board
Eamsey Upwood and Great Raveley Intemal Drainage Board
Earrarenoer Disiricl Drainage Commissicners.
Sawiry Internal Grainage Board
Sutton and Mepal Interral Drainage Board
Swavesey intemal Drainage Board
Upreell Ietermal Dryinsge Baard
‘Waldersey Intomal DOrainage Board
Woarberys, Sormerdham and Pidley Intersal Drainage Boad
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Lo

internal Drainage Boards in England m‘rffm

Annual Report for the year ended Food & Rural Affairs

31 March 2022

The Law - the following annual report Is provided in accordance with Paragraph 4 of Schedule 2 to the Land
Drainage Act 1991,

No later than 31 October 2022 a copy must be provided to:
= Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Managemant
Division, Floor 3, Seacole, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF via flood reports@delra gov.uk
= National Flood and Coastal Risk Manager (Strategic Defivery), The Environment Agency, Horizon Housa,
Deanery Road, Bristol. BS1 5AH via [ame: o@D : X b
* The Chief Executives of:
~ all local authorities that pay special levies to the Board:
- all County Councils or London Boroughs within which the Board is situated.

Please complete the form electronicaly. If you are unable 1o complete the form electronically, please complete
in BLOCK LETTERS using black ink.

Please round all cash figures down to nearest whole £

r Mmmrmouammm;mme BOARD '

——

Section A - Financial information

Preliminary information on special levies issued by the Board for 2022-23

Information requested below is essential in calculating future formula spending share. It is not covered
ofsewhere on this form or by the external audilor's certificale

1. HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 4882
2 |

4 |

5. i [
6.

7. -

8 - =

Total . 4,882
DEF-IDB1 (Rev. 07/22) Page 10of 10
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Section A - Financial information (continued)

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31 March 2022
All internal Drainage Boards must ensure that the Income and Expenditure information provided

below is consistent with the Board's annual accounting statements which have been prepared in accordance
with proper practices found in Governance and Accountabilly for Smaler Authoritias in England -

A Practitioners’ Guide to proper practices to be applied in the preparation of stefufory annval accounts and

govermance sfatements March 2017

——— ar

Not Year ending
31 March 2022 £
INCOME
1. Drainage Rates 82,877
2. Spacial Levies 4,454
3. Higher Land Water Contributions from the | -
Environmant Agancy _ 4,044
| 4. Confributions recaived from developersiother 4617
| beneficianes S . :
[ 5 Government Grants (includes capital grants from EA 0
| and kevy coninibulions ) e
| B. PSCAs from EA and other RMAs i
7. Loans i
8. Rechargeable Werks . 0
8. Inlerest and Investment Income 8
10. Renis and Acknowledgemants 0
11, Orihisr Incomea 4,567
Total income 90,867
EXPENDITURE
12. New Works and Imgrovemeant Works 0
! — e
13. Total precept o the Environment Agency 6,423
14. Watercourse maintenance | 33,851
15, Pumping Stations, Sluices and Water level contral | 30.757 |
struciures | ]
18. Administration 7407
17. PSCAs 0
18. Rechargeabls Works a
f— = — 5
19. Finance Charges : 13,963
20, 5581s 0
21. DB Biodwersity and conservation (other than item 20 | - 313
axpanditurs)
22, Other Expenditurs 203
Total expenditure 82,97
DEFIDE! (Rev.07122) Page 2 of 10
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EXCEPTIOMNAL ITEMS

- 23, Profits/{losses) arising from the disposal of fined
assats

memmmu:w

24. Developers Funds income nod applied in year
25. Grant incoma not applied n year

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.OTIZ2)
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Notes:

11, Include sll other Income, such as absorption account surpiuses {for example plant and labour absorption
accounts),

12. State the gross cost of undertaking minor capital works that have not been capitalised and the annual
depreciation charges of all major schemes that have been capitalised. You should also include a fair
proportion of the support costs directly associated with delivery of the schemaes.

13. State the total precept demanded for the year as properly issued by the Environment Agency, In
accordance with section 141 of the Water Resources Act 1881, Providing that the precepl has been
properly issued as before stated it should always be included here, even when the Board has appealed
against the amount of cantribution, in accordance with section 140 of the Water Resources Act 1991,
Where the Board knows with certainty the oulcome of any such appeal, it should also include the

appropriate accrualiprepayment.

14, State all cosls associsted with the maintenance of watercourses, meaning work associated with open
channels, pipelines, culverts, bridges, etc. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should include a fair
proportion of the overheads such as depot/workshop costs, employment on-costs, insurances and
depreciation, etc. You should also Include a fak proportion of the support costs directly associated with
delivery of the maintenance programme,

15. State all costs assockated with maintaining and operating the pumping stations, sluices and water level
control structures. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should inciude a fair proportion of the overheads such
as depotworkshop costs, employment on-costs, insurances and depreciation, etc. You should aiso Include
a fair proportion of the support costs direclly associated with maintamning and operating the pumping
stations, siuices and waler level control structures.

16. Include the cost of non-technical staff only, office accommodation, annual depeeciation of office equipment
that has been capitalised, minor office equipment that has not been capitalised, postages, telecoms’,
stationery, printing, advertising, auditing of accounts, general insurances and all other cosis associated
with supporting the organisation. Please note that this does not include support costs, which are directly
associaled with the delivery of front line services.

17. State all costs associated with the PSCA

18. State all costs associated with undertaking work for third parties. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should
include a fair proportion of the overheads such as depotiworkshop costs, employment on-costs, Insurances
and depreciation, etc. You should also include a fair proportion of the support costs directly associated with
underiaking the rechargeable work,

19. Include the cost of senacing any borrowing, in terms of bankAocan/hire purchase Interest payable.

20. State all costs associated with undertaking works ~ capital or maintenance ~ specifically for helping to
achieve favourable condition on SiHes of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). In most cases, these costs will
be incurred in impiementing actions set out in SSSI Water Level Management Plans or SSSI River
Restoration Pfans,

21. State all costs associaled with undertaking works — capital or maintenance — that are likely intended 1o help
conserve blodiversity (other than works on SSSis). These costs are likely 1o be incurred in implementing
actions set out in an IDB's Biodiversity Action Plan or other conservation actions on non-designated sites.

22 Inciude all other expenditure, such as a provision for bad/doubtful debts, write-offs, and absorption account
deficts (for example plant and labour absorption accounts).

23, For the disposal of assets, state the difference between any proceeds from the sake/disposal of the assal
and the cost of the assel less accumulated depreciation,
24, Total balance of developer fund year end.

25. Unspent grant at year end.

DEF-DB1 (Rev.07/22) Pageqof 10
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Section B -IDB Reporting

Policy Delivery Statement

Boards are required to produce a publicly available policy statement setting out their plans for dalivering the
Government's policy aims and objectives. It is recommended that these statements be published on Boards’
wabsiles where they have them and reviewsd every thres years,

I5 an up 1o dale stalamani in place and copy (o ﬂh"l"ﬂ:_}l
provided t0 Defra, 8 EAT...........co.o..ooocooeeciecsveceeeoae s seessnsse s sessceneesenens Y88 [ Mo [

Biodiversity
Flease indicate whether your Board has a Biodiversity Action Plan ... ... ..........._..Y&s E No D

If “yes” Is the Biodiversity Action Plan avallable on your
WBBHET ... o.coooueeneresesnns s sensssres s cmssss st et senm st enne bt csmeseeneeseneeneneereeeenn Y8 % NO[J

What year was your Biodiversity Action Plan last updated?)..... ... ... . 2022 |
Have you reported prograss on BAF implementation on your web siteT.........c.oceveverennnn, ."I"HE Hn|:|
When was biodiversity last discussed at a Board meeting (date)?............._ ... 23062022 |

Do you have a BIOSECUMtY PrOCESST............ooooovo oo ceeeeeesos s OB Y. N [

585 water level management plans
Please indicate whether your Board is responsible for any 5551 waler level management
e £ B B e Yes [ No [

If 50, which ones:

- :

Araa of S35 with IDB water level management plans............coocvveeeeens

kﬂﬂf&?ﬁlmuﬂmhﬂmw:mammmmgﬁmm
conditien

DEF-ID81 (Rev 0Ti22) Fage 5of 10
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Area of 5551 where IDB water level management actions are reguired 1o achisve recovening or favourable
condition?

Access to environmental expertise

Does your IDB have access fo environmental expertise? If so please tick all those oplions below through
which environmanial axpartise is regulary provided to your IDB:

Appropriately skilled Board Members (2.9, Board member from an Environmental Body/Authority)
Co-opted mambears

Direcily employed staff

Contracted persons or consultants

Environmental Parinars™NG0s

Other {pleass describa)

<L

L

Asset Management
What system/database does your Board use 1o manage the assats it is responsibile for?

ADIS [ ]
Paper Records )
Other Electronic System (<]

Has your Board continued to undertake visual inspactons and update
assel dalabases on an annual basis? "r'uE MD

What is the cumulative {in km) that tha Board paeriodically maintains?
246 -

%mmmmmnnm?

1

m:ﬂﬁ;MMH capacity of the Board's pumping station(s) (enter zero if no stations are
Dpera

|.3..4|::1.|rr|u:.u - J

Health and Safety

Does the Board have a current Health and Safety policy in place? ves P Mo ]
Does the Board have a responsible officer for Health and Safety? ves [ No[ ]
Have there been any reportable incidents in the past year? ves [ | Mo [X]

If 5o, phease summarise in the box below:

DEF-IDB1 {Rev.0T/22) Page ol 10
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Guidance and Best Practice
Has your DB adopted a formal Scheme of Delegation’? ves B0 Ne[]
Has your |DB provided training for board membars in the last year in the any of the following areas?
(sovemance

Finance

Enviromment
Health, safaty and walfare
Communications and engagamant
Other (please describe)

4

COOX¥O

Iz your Board's website information current for this financial year? (Board membership,
audited accounts, programmes of works, WLMPS, e1t) ..o Yos 4 No [ ]

Has your IDB adopted compulerised accounting and rating systems? ... Yes[%] No[ ]

Has your board published all minutes of mestings on the WabSHET ..o .. TES E Py D
Does the Board publish information on its website on its approach o maintenance works and provide contact

details to alow for and encourage public engagement? ‘u"ﬂE Hﬂ-D

When planning maintenance and capital works are environmental impacts taken inlo account and wherever
possible best practice applied? ves ] nNo[]

Has your Board adopted the following governance documents?

SAndng ONDBIE s s e e seensseeenes Y88 [2G] Me [
Have the Standing Orders been approved by MINSIeRs ... Yes 4 No [ ]
2SO S T OR % - S " L
H'].rnu have Byelaws, have W.Indunmd the latest model byelaws published in

2002, OO 1 % I
Have the Byelaws been approved by MIniSIBrs ... ... ..., ves ¢ Mo | |
Code of Conduct for Board MEMBEMS.................cc.ccinerreroesreesoeeeeeoeeeeremsserreesmeseeneeer Y68 0% WO [

DEF-IDB1 {Rev.07/22) Page 7 of 10
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Reglsiar of Mamber's Imbereabs, ... ..o iamaiiimmmieis s ses e rrssss e e RN, - E Hnr_]
Anti-frawnd and comruplion poicy.............eeeenns ¢ o B Y Y TuE Nu|:|
Board membership and attendance

How many Board members (in total - elected and appointed) do you have on your IDB7 13

Seals available to appointed members under the Land Drainage Act 1991 1

Number of elecied members on the board at year snd, 10

Numbar of appointed members on the board at year end. 1_ -
Mean aversge number of elected members in altendance at sach board meeting over the '_E .
last finandcal yvear.

Meaan aversge number of appointed members in atbendance al sach board mesting ower II:I

the last linancial year,

Have you held elections within the last three years?.................. B ne [] wa []
Did eksclions comply with the requirements specified bymﬂnﬂmmshumﬂw ation 28 of the
Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations 19387.., Ne [ wia []
Complaints procedurs

I& the procedure for 8 member of the public o make a complain aboul the IDB accessible from the front
O, ¢+ B i 1 Ililmau
Mumiber of complaints received in the financial year? 0

Mumber of complaints outstanding in the financial year? 0 .

Mumber of complaints refarmed 1o the Locsl Govemiment Ombudsman? 1]
Mumber of complaints upheld by the Local Govemmant Ombadsman? 1] |

Public Engagement

Sel out whet your Board has done In this financial year 1o engage with the public (lick relevant box(es) below):

Press releases

Mewsleliers

Web site

Mestings

Shows/events (including open daysfinspections)
Consultations

Motices

L]

BACICIRAR

Percantage (in value) of drainage rates cutstanding al yoar and?

0. 25%

DEF-IDBY {Ren. 07122} Page 8 of 10
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Section B: NOTES

Guidance and Best Practice

Has your Board published all minutes of meetings on the web site? In answering this question, this should
apply to al the main Board meetings held In the year and any appropriate meetings the Board has held with
axternal siakeholders.

Board membership and attendance

Whan referring to electod members of the Board, this relates to the number of landowners/drainage rate
payers thal are elected o the Board.

When referring to appointed members of the Board, this relates 10 the number of members appointed by the
local authorities to represant the local councll taxpayers.

When referning fo mean average number of elected and appointed members in atiendance at mestings af
each board meeting - this should be expressed as a number of attendees and not as a percentage
attendance,

With regard to elections, under Schedule 1 of the Land Drainage Act 1981, elected members should hold
office for three years, at which point a further election is held. When elections are held, they should comply
with the requirements under Regulation 28 of the Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations
1938 - o advertise and nolify local stakeholders accordingly.

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 9 of 10
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Section C - Declaration

RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

I wonfirm that tha information provided In sections A-C or with thig form is correct.

Signature Lﬁ,g&iﬂﬁ‘

Date __nAYMB2 I

Mame in BLOCK LETTERS .HIES SAMANTHA ABLETT .

Designation | ASSISTANT TREASURER

Emall address sam.ablell@middielevel.gov uk

DEF-DB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 10 of 10
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Ratas, insurances and bakephones
Repairs ond renessls
Fusl {oil and eleacircity )

Drairmworks (including District Officer's
tese and arvircnmental misesunes

Disirict labour

Adiministration changs, Audil fea,
prnting, stationery, advarising et

Warboys Landfill Site - Engirsering
Connsal tancy

Emvironmaent Agency Precept
Public Works Loan Boand - Loan
Rapaymant

LESS Govemmen! grant, Daposit
Acoounis interest aic

General Fund
Opening Balance

Rates Fassed - 28.50p

Fulure works sccount
Close Balance

BUDGET MONITORING 2022/2023
Approred bud el Achual o Forecas! io
20222023 AN 22023 HOAPF0FI
£ £

2175 1,702 2975

5 000 8 87TS 7500
165,000 11,995 17,500
16,000 6,522 19, 00
12,625 9,143 12,850
7,700 3,074 7,800

i) a i

6,551 6,551 6,551
13,883 13 583 13,963

Az o4 58,825 B7, 340
10, B0 10,938 10,535
T1.215 47 880 T8 405
68,453 BB 453 a4, 4583
73,805 73005 73,8085
T1.215 AT 850 76,405

a [#]

o 71,053 o447 7 T
———————————
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RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) IDB
INSURED VALUE OF FIXED ASSETS

PUMPING STATION AND BUNGALOW

As At
1st April 2023

Hollow Pumping Station 1,603,445.00

Bungalow 150,000.00

1,753,445.00
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23
We acknowledge as the members of:
RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, Including armangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respact to the Accounting Statemants for the year ended 31 March 2023, that:

1. We have put In place srrangements for effective francal PrOpared B OO0 TNy SNsts i scoovdance

meragement dung the year, ard for the prepasation of v wilthh he Accounis ard Audt Roguiaora
he accouning State marnts.

2. We mairiained an adeguate system of mmemel conirol mado proper arangements and 3ccoptod reeponedAly
ISCUNg Measares Cesigned to prevernt and delec! faud v o safgusrdiog e public money and resowrmes (n
ond conupliion and 2 tn efioci . s charge.

iw;m&;lwd;-mmm haa only dane what 2 Aas the Jogel sower 1o > and Sos
thet Pere ore a0 mabers of aclual or polential compiied wilh Proger Fractices i doing o
non-oamplisnce with lews, rogulistions srd Proper v

Practices that ooulc havwe @ SignAcant MMmascad eflect
on the stilty of Tes suthoity 10 conduet its
mwnmllm

&Vkmﬂ&dw:w‘nﬂnmh wmmmummmmmn
Do cxoroiso of sleciory’ rights in sccordance with the v ool and ask guasticos abow! this authorty’s secounts.
requrements of e Acceuns g Ascl Regy lstions.

£ Ve carred out 30 Ssesemert of e feks fcisg fie jdared sexd documentod the fmancel and ofr nsks 2
aumeily and toch RREECR e Migs %0 Manege Boss v fces and desl! with e oropety

’ resa, including the rdreduction of intemal controls andor
SORTE NSLORNCE CON whsrg feguired.

6. We mairtared fuoughou the yeor an acequste sed q fer & comyp par m«mmT

#feCtve system of e audt of he accounting v wnmhwnmwnmm
records and contrul aystems. Infems Conders Meat 1 neects of Pvs smsfer suthonty.

T.We ook aporcpdate sction on all matters ralsed v rapanded {0 Ffters Browgy M 19 atenson by infemal ard
I reperts fam nlemal and extemal audt aatre AU,

ki 4

. We considerad whether any INgation, Babilties of Heclosod evavyting ¥ Should have sbou B Butitoss actly
camméments Svers o ransactions, occuring either duning e pear INGNG ovosts Melng DMce alley e pear
during or aber the ysarend, have 3 frandal Impeact on v ot o relsvant

Tis suthorlly and, whets sppeopiiate, have incduded ham
n Pw acoourting stataments.

| 9. {For local counclis only) Trust funds inclding

| chartable n oW capRoly a5 T st managng

usize we dischaiged our accountabaly
responsbites for the fund(s)asscta, n:lding

francal reportng and, £ roguired. ndependerd
sxaminolion or sust.

*Please provids explanations to the external auditor on a separate shest for each ‘No' mrmm
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. Thess sheets must be published with the Annual
Govornance Statement,

Nes el M OF & resporeilies whore as 8 Doy
caposale, £ o s i manegng bustee of o foce’
Dusr or st

This Annual Govemance Stalsment was approved al 4 Signed by the Chalman and Clerk of the mestng wherne

meeting of the authoeity cn: POV Was given.
and recorded as minato referonce: Chairman
Clerk
WWW.MIDDLELEVEL.GOV UK
Annual Govemance and Accountabiity Return 2022/23 Form 3 Pagedof6
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RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

Payments 2022/2023 (1st April 2022 - 31st March 2023)

Middle Level Commissioners - Repairs to automatic weedscreen cleaner

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Weed control and drain maintenance 2021-2022, planning and
development applications)

W T Allen - Weed removal and road maintenance

Environment Agency - Precept

Public Works Loan Board - Loan repayment

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station Maintenance visit

Wave - Metered water

Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscription 202

Abbots Ripton Farming Company Limited - Supply 803 litres of diesel

Middle Level Commissioners - Repairs to diesel pump enclosure after breakin, fit new batteries and battery cables
Middle Level Commissioners - Supply of Roundup

Environment Agency - Precept

Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of Insurance

Wave - Metered water

PKF Littlejohn LLP - Audit Fee (2021-2022 accounts)

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Production of Board report, undertaking surveys at Ramsey Golf Club,
planning and development applications)

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station Maintenance visit

Middle Level Commissioners - Internal audit fees (Whiting & Partners, 2021-2022 accounts)

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone charges

Middle Level Commissioners - Contribution (Environmental Officer)

B J Plant Hire Ltd. - Drain maintenance

Information Commissioner - Data Protection Registration renewal

Environment Agency - Precept

Public Works Loan Board - Loan repayment

Middle Level Commissioners - Expenses in connection with Board meeting (Account from Abbey Lane Kitchen)
L R Boon & Sons Ltd - Rat bait blocks

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Production of Board report, planning and development applications)
Association of Drainage Authorities (River Great Ouse branch) - Subscription 2022

G Ashman - Flail mowing

B S Qil Heating & Plumbing - Service of boiler at Ramsey Hollow bungalow

Wave - Metered water

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station Maintenance visit

Middle Level Commissioners - Chemical weed control of District drains

Middle Level Commissioners - Supply 5,000 litres of gas oil (Account from Watsons Fuel)

Middle Level Commissioners - Preparation of Highland water claims

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Undertaking surveys at Ramsey Golf Club, planning and development
applications)

Wave - Metered water

British Telecom - Telephone charges

District Labour

Anglia Farmers - Electricity supply - (Ramsey Hollow pumping station)

Anglia Farmers - Electricity metering charges - (Ramsey Hollow pumping station)

Anglia Farmers - Electricity data collection charges - (Ramsey Hollow pumping station)

(NB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax)
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483.25

1,098.30
950.00
3,275.72
6981.55
357.96
31.26
685.20
404.71
834.03
62.18
0.01
1,038.69
36.61
360.00

768.30
357.96
558.00
2,903.39
312.50
2,568.00
40.00
3,275.72
6,981.55
196.00
88.28
201.30
30.00
696.00
120.00
33.23
357.96
3,016.02
6,768.00
944.02

617.40
34.72
923.08
12,743.64
13,731.28
209.70
146.84

75,222.36



2022
Mar-31

RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2022

Expenditure during the year
Precept

Rates, insurances, telephones 1,939.56
Repairs & Renewals 18,247.50
Fuel 7,595.39
District Labour 12,016.41
Drainworks (including District Officer's fees) 25,325.11
Administration charge, printing,
stationery, adwertising, Association
of Drainage Authorities subscriptions 7,407.04
Public Works Loan Repayment
Principal 7,551.48
Interest 6,411.62
Pumping plant replacement fund
Surplus 2019/2020 0.00
Surplus 2020/2021 (balance) 0.00

Balance carried forward

Liabilities

Capital Provisions
Public Works Loan Board -
Loan outstanding

General Fund

Fenside Waste Management Account
Development Charges Account
Contributions holding account
Pumping Plant Replacement Fund
Sundry Creditors

GENERAL FUND

6,422.99

72,531.01

13,963.10

0.00

68,462.86

161,379.96

2021
Apr-01
2022
Mar-31

BALANCE SHEET

Capital Section

1,282,776.67

142,214.33

1,424,991.00

Rewenue Section

68,462.86
12,686.06
11,091.95
4,617.45
29,556.47
7,122.16

1,558,527.95
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Balance brought forward

Rate income and Special lew
Interest on Deposit Account
Highland Water contributions

By transfer from creditors
- C G Godfrey Ltd - Rtention balance

Assets
Bungalow 124,991.00
Pumping Station 1,300,000.00

Ratepayers' Account - Arrears
Sundry Debtors
Value added Tax - Refunds due
Stock
Balance in hand -

Treasurer's Account

75,432.83
67,330.84

4.68
14,044.45

4,567.16

161,379.96

1,424,991.00

1,424,991.00

823.68
0.00
1,238.38
1,411.36

130,063.53

1,558,527.95




2023
Mar-31

RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2023
GENERAL FUND

2022
Expenditure during the year Apr-01 Balance brought forward 68,462.86
Precept 6,551.45 2023
Rates, insurances, telephones 1,947.37 Mar-31 Rate income and Special levy 73,804.71
Repairs & Renewals 6,903.26
Fuel 14,337.79 Highland W ater contributions 10,934.65
District Labour 12,802.48 Insurance claim 1,606.38
Drainworks (including District Officer's fees) 12,594.42
Administration charge, printing, Grant-in-aid
stationery, advertising, Association Installation of telemetry 2,669.73
of Drainage Authorities subscriptions 7,572.98 56,158.30
Pumping plant replacement fund
Public Works Loan Repayment Installation of telemetry 2,669.72
Principal 7,880.55
Interest 6,082.55 13,963.10
Installation of telemetry 5,339.45
Pumping plant replacement fund
Surplus 2022/2023 2,702.92
Balance carried forward 75,432.83
160,148.05 160,148.05
BALANCE SHEET
Capital Section
Liabilities Assets
Capital Provisions 1,290,657.22 Bungalow 124,991.00
Public Works Loan Board - Pumping Station 1,300,000.00 1,424,991.00
Loan outstanding 134,333.78
1,424,991.00 1,424,991.00
Revenue Section
General Fund 75,432.83 Ratepayers' Account - Arrears 1003.51
Fenside Waste Management Account 12,686.06 Sundry Debtors 0.00
Development Charges Account 11,091.95 Value added Tax - Refunds due 3,221.69
Contributions holding account 5,727.07 Stock 5,976.00
Pumping Plant Replacement Fund 29,589.67 Balance in hand -
Sundry Creditors 25,514.89 Treasurer's Account 149,841.27
1,585,033.47 1,585,033.47
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Ramsey First (Hollow) Internal Drainage Board

Summary of Bank Reconciliations as at 31st March 2023

Treasurers Account 2022/2023

1st April 2022

Balance brought forward 130,063.53
31st March 2023

Receipts during the year
Clerk's collection account
Interest on deposit accounts

95,000.10
0.00 95,000.10

225,063.63

Barclays Bank PLc

Clients Premium Account

Balance per Statement as at 31st March 2023
Less unpresented cheques
O/S lodgement

Balance per Trial Balance

Cash balances as at 31st March 2023

Barclays Bank PLc

Clients Premium Account

Total reconciled cash balances per accounts
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31st March 2023
Payments made during the year

Balance carried forward

149,841.27
0.00

0.00

149,841.27

149,841.27

149,841.27

75,222.36

149,841.27

225,063.63



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23 for
RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

1. Balancas brought ! Tok bafances and reserves af the begnnng of the year
forward 128, 126,415 a3 recorded in the Mranclel records. Vakue meat agres &
! | Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precapt o Rates and | eod Total amount of precep! (ar fov 1085 rates and levies)
Levies 67.331 73, recehved or recelvabia in the yaar Exclde any grants
recehved.
3. (*) Total other receipts Tatal incorne of recaipts as recorded in the cashbook ss
23,536 16,320 e preceapt ov ratestevies raceived (Tine 2) Inckide any
Qraves raceived
4. () Staf costs Tatal expenditure or payments made 10 and on boha
12.016 12 8021 of al employoes. Inckide gross salanes and wages,
v v smployers W contibutions, amployers pension
contrbutions, graluiies and severance payments. ]
5. () Lean interesticapital Total expenditire or payments of capal and nterest |
raganyants 13,983 13,963| made during the ywar on the authonity's barrowings (# any)
I?Alocwpwl Total expenditure o peyments as recerded in e cosh- '
66,938 55,247 ook loss sta¥ costs (ne 4) and loan interesticaptal
— "P"Y"“"“f”"q %
7 (-)Blhncuam.o btal balances and resevves al the end of the yoer. Mus!
forwand 126,415 134, 528. m.u(uzq) {4+5+6),
8. Total vale of cash and | The sum of alf current and depost bamk accounts, coah
whor tarm ivesimonts 130, 149, 841 holdings and short term invesémonts hoid as at 31 March -
, To agree with bank reconciilation.
9. Totad fixod assets plus | The value of & the propenty the suthorlty owns ~ £ s made
long tem investments | 1,424 991 1,424,991 up of ol s fixed assets and king torm invostmenta se at
|__and assets | | 31 Mavch
10. Totd borrowings | | The outstending capler bavance as of 31 Merch of aff losns
| 142,214 13&33* from fhird parties (rciuding PWLB)

| 11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds The Councd, &3 # Dody comporsle, 8cts aa sols rusies and |
{incuding charitablo) 9 reaponsitie for mareging Trus! funds or sssels
11b. Disciosure note re Trast funcs The Sgures in the accounting stafements above do not
{Intiuding chantabée) mnolude any Tl irensschons

| carify that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statoments in this Annual Governance and Accouniabiity
Rotumn have beon prapared on either a receipts and payments
ar incoma and expand iure bass folowing the guidance in
Goveerance and Accountabiity for Smalier Authorities - a
Practitioners” Gulde 10 Proper Practices and present faidy
me fnancial positon of tis !

Signed by Responsible r before being
presented to the autho al

A;munl VGov-m and

Accourtability Retumn 2022/23 Form 3
Local Coundils, Intemad Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorties*

1 confirm that these Accounting Siatements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recordad In minute relarencs:

Signad by Chairman of the measting where the Accourting
Statements were spproved
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Ramsey First (Hollow) IDB

Financial year ended 31st March 2023

Reconciliation between statement of accounts and Annual Return

139

Line 1 Balances brought forward
General Fund 68,462.86
Development charges account 11,091.95
Fenside Waste management account 12,686.06
Pumping plant replacement fund 29,556.47
Contributions Holding Account 4,617.45
126,414.79
Line 2 Rates and Special Levies
Agricultural rates 68,922.71
Special Levies 4,882.00
Penalty 0.00
Costs 0.00
Write-off 0.00
73,804.71
Line 3 Total other receipts
Interest
General fund 0.00
Development charges account 0.00
Pumping plant replacement fund 0.00
Grant in Aid 2,669.73
Highland Water 10,934.65
Discharge contributions 1,109.62
Insurance Claim 1,606.38
16,320.38
Line 4 Staff costs
Wages/salaries 11,835.20
National insurance contributions 494.00
Pension costs 473.28
Travelling expenses 0.00
12,802.48
Line 5 Loan repayments
PWLB - Principal 7,880.55
PWLB - Interest 6,082.55
13,963.10
Line 6 All other payments
Precept 6,551.45
Rates, insurances, telephones 1,947.37
Repairs and renewals 6,903.26
Fuel 14,337.79
Drainworks 12,594.42
Administration 7,572.98
Development charges fees 0.00
Improvement works 5,339.45
55,246.72
Line 7 Balances carried forward
General Fund 75,432.83
Development charges account 11,091.95
Fenside Waste management account 12,686.06
Pumping plant replacement fund 29,589.67
Contributions Holding Account 5,727.07
134,527.58
Reconciliation
Line 1 + Line 2 + Line 3 - Line 4 - Line 5 - Line 6 134,527.58

Per Annual

Return

126,415

73,805

16,320

12,802

13,963

55,247

134,528



Rates, insurances and telephones
Repairs and renewals
Fuel (oil and electricity)

Drainworks (including District Officer's
fee and environmental measures)

District labour

Administration charge, Audit fee,
printing, stationery, advertising etc

Warboys Landfill Site - Engineering
Consultancy

Environment Agency Precept

Public Works Loan Board - Loan
Repayment

LESS Government grant, Deposit
Accounts interest etc

RAMSEY FIRST (HOLLOW) INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

BUDGET 2023/2024

Approved budget Actual Budget
2022/2023 2022/2023 2023/2024
£ £ £
2,175 1,947 2,575 %
5,000 12,243 B 6,000
15,000 14,338 € 35,000 P
19,000 12,594 23,000
12,625 12,802 14,000
7,700 7,573 8,000
0 0 0°¢
6,551 6,551 6,748
13,963 13,963 13,963
82,014 82,012 109,286
10,800 17,880 " 11,528
71,215 64,132 97,759
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Remarks

Includes estimate for increased premiums
Includes:
Repair weedscreen cleaner trolley

Installation of telemetry

Usage to end of year estimated from meter reads

Provision based on 5 year average and increased
for new contract rates - see separate note

Includes engineers items:

Further net costs to be met from Fenside Waste
Management account

Includes:
Grant-in-aid - installation of telemetry

Future works fund - installation of telemetry

Includes for average highland water contribution

4,624
5,340

16,390

2,670
2,670



Ramsey First (Hollow) IDB

Budget allocations 2023/2024 - electricity

There will be a new electricity contract commencing 1st April 2023 with
significantly higher unit rates. For 2022/2023 the contract through Anglia Farmers
was a "flex" contract, meaning the unit rates were changed monthly based on
the wholesale price; also from October 2022 these charges were off-set by

the Government price capping mechanism - this was based on the wholesale
price with an adjustment made in addition to the monthly charges.

For 2023/2024 this capping has been significantly reduced, although ADA

are lobbying Central Government to have Drainage Boards recognised as

high users which could, if approved get the higher rate of capping.

We had previously started to base the electricity provision on a 5 year average,
to take account of the impact of climate change and the provision suggested is
based on an "average". It has not been policy to provide for possible extremes
but members should be aware that, due to the increased unit rates, the direct
pumping costs for an event will be significantly higher.

As an indicator, the indicative possible current-day costs for the 2020/2021
expenditure would be :-

Expenditure 2020/2021 17,068

Indicative current day costs 56,366
Provision included for 2023/2024 33,500
Potential shortfall on budget 22,866

balances as at 31st March 2023

General Fund 75,433
Development account 11,092

Capital account 29,590

Other 12,686

128,801

Potential shortfall as % of balances 17.75%

Members are asked to note the position when considering the rate
requirement for 2023/2024.
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Ramsey First (Hollow) Internal Drainage Board

Rate and levy requirements

Under Section 37 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, the appropriate proportions in which the net
expenditure of the Board must be borne for 2023/2024 is:-

a)  Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector — 93.39%

b)  Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to Huntingdonshire District Council —
6.61%.

The product of a rate of 1p in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £2,418.

In 2023/2024 a rate of 1p together with corresponding Special levy would raise £2,590.

Revenue cash balance in hand on 31% March 2023 - £75,433.

The estimated net expenditure for the Boards Revenue and Capital Programmes in 2023/2024
is £97,759 and equivalent to:-

a) arate inthe £ on Agricultural land and buildings of 37.75p and
b) a Special levy on Huntingdonshire District Council of £6,467.
In 2022/2023 a rate of 28.50p in the £ was raised together with a Special levy of £4,882 on
Huntingdonshire District Council.
P BURROWS

Clerk to the Board

June 2023
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