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RAMSEY UPWOOD AND GREAT RAVELEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Ramsey Upwood and Great Raveley Internal Drainage Board 

hosted at the Old Nene Golf and Country Club, March on Thursday 5th January 2023 

 

PRESENT 

 

   A C Roberts Esq (Chairman)   J Edwards Esq 

   S Bedford Esq     M Lambert Esq 

   A Butler Esq     C Pickard Esq 

   J R Clarke Esq     A Wagstaffe Esq 

   Cllr S Corney     C Wilkinson Esq 

 

   

 

Mr David Thomas (Clerk to the Board) and Mr Leo Butler (District Officer) were in attendance.  

 

 

Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received from R Blackhurst (Vice-Chairman) and A Lensen Esq. 

 

 

B.1356 Declarations of Interest 

 

Miss McShane reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included 

in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

  

 

B.1357 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 12th May 2022 are recorded correctly and 

that they be confirmed and signed. 

 

 

 

 

B.1358 Matters Arising 

 

On matters arising from the last meeting the Chairman asked if UK Power Networks were prepared 

to address their leaning poles, noting that the MLC Engineer was to contact them. The response has 

been that unless the poles have fallen or power has been interrupted no action will be taken by 

them. 

The Chairman noted that soil on the 9m strip was still to be dealt with. The Clerk agreed to chase up 

the situation. 

 

It was noted that the trees belonging to Mr Ayres on the Board’s access had been cut back but were 

still a problem. It was agreed to view them at the May Inspection meeting. 

 

A question was raised whether or not the Land Charges on Mrs Johns bungalow were shown on the 

Board’s accounts. It was believed that they were not, but this was not a problem as release of the 
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money would be triggered by the property sale and the Chairman was confident the money would 

be forthcoming eventually, although it may still be some time before this occurs. 

 

A query was raised on which properties on Middle Drove are rated for agriculture and which for 

special levy. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That a coloured plan be produced. Showing special levy land in one colour and agricultural land in 

another. This plan to be passed to the Chairman for comment. 

 

 

 

 

B.1359 Election of Board Members 

 

The position in relation to the upcoming election was noted. Charles Pickard advised that he was 

resigning from the Board with immediate effect. 

Members wished that the minutes recorded the Board’s thanks to Charles for his valuable input into 

Board matters over the years. 

 

A possible replacement was discussed and Mr Cornwall was proposed and it was noted that he had 

been approached prior to the meeting and had indicated that he would be prepared to put himself 

forward. There were no other suggestions and members voted unanimously that Mr Cornwall 

should replace Mr Pickard on the Board. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

Write to Mr Cornwall advising him that he has been appointed as a member on the Board. 

 

 

 

B.1360 Use of Droves Claimed by the Board 

 

Further to minute B.1331, The Chairman reported that he had received requests to maintain the 

Board’s owned Droves to a higher standard that was currently undertaken.  

 

He noted that the Droves only needed to meet the standard required by the Board for operational 

purposes and they were not obliged to use ratepayers’ money to deliver a higher standard for other 

users.  

 

It was noted that Pickards Drove would be improved when the adjacent pumping station was 

refurbished.  

The Chairman also expressed his view that if approached by other beneficiaries of the Droves with 

a proposal to share the costs of maintenance then the Board should be open to the idea. 

 

It was noted that Upward Common Drove area also had problems and that it might be of value to 

set up a meeting with users at some point in the future. 

 

 

 

 

B.1361 Drain Adjacent to Tesco’s at Point 28 
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Further to minute B.1332, Members discussed the problem and the actions taken and considered 

that whilst there would be costs attached with taking action against Tesco, it was important to do on 

a basis of principle. Tesco should not be allowed to be in breach of the consent issued to them 

without following through with action to the point of conclusion. 

RESOLVED 

To take court action against Tesco for breach of byelaws and failure to pay the invoice raised 

against them. 

 

 

 

B.1362 Cadent Gas 

 

Further to minute B.1333, It was noted that works by Cadent had been completed and that there was 

no requirement to report upon this matter at further meetings. 

 

 

 

B.1363 Development at Ramsey Business Park, St Mary’s Road, Ramsey (MLC Ref Nos, MLC 

225, 

 278, 354, 357 & 359) 

 

Further to minute B.1334, Cllr Corney noted that an application to build a Lidl is going to be made 

and that the land ownership had changed. He offered to pass on the new details to the Clerk after 

the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

B.1364 Issues with rubbish and sewage discharge along Middle Drove, Ramsey Heights 

 

Further to minute B.1335, The Clerk reported that a site meeting had been held where 

representatives from the Environment Agency and Huntingdonshire District Council were present.  

 

Whilst all at the meeting were agreed that action was required, it was also acknowledged that there 

were no simple fixes and that a joint and concerted effort would be required to stand any chance of 

seeing improvements.  

 

Issues on site potentially include illegal fly tipping (with asbestos amongst other things), illegal 

discharges and byelaw infringements.  

 

It was agreed that the Clerk would act as coordinator sharing information and assisting with the 

development of plans.  

 

The District Officer advised that the next maintenance cycle of the channel forming the boundary of 

the area in question would be in two years’ time. 
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B.1365 Clerk's Report 

 

The Clerk advised:-  

 

i) COVID-19 Actions 

 

That the majority of control measures have been removed now and normal office working has 

resumed (with the exception of trialling a degree of flexible working, which has been shown to be 

effective following the previous periods of enforced home working). Impacts now are largely 

confined to the high rates of COVID-19 illness cases in the UK. 

 

ii)      Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

That a nineth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 13th December 2022. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key points 

and resolutions follows; 

 

David Thomas advised on the planned staffing changes being implemented due to his impending 

retirements. He stated that his post was being split back into Chief Executive/Clerk and Chief 

Engineer and that the appointments were:  

 

Paul Burrows – to be the new CEO/Clerk - currently in post with the EA as a national Delivery 

Assurance Manager, and before that as Flood & Coastal Risk Manager for the East Anglia Area, 

then Flood Strategy Manager – Paul spearheaded Tactical Plans for the Fens which have secured 

the possibility of obtaining significant grant allocation on a Board by Board basis over a 15 year 

period, whilst at the same time defining a pathway to better understand the challenges faced and 

options  worth considering for our lowland catchment as climate change and growth tests our 

current infrastructure arrangements.  

 

Nicola Oldfield – to be the new Chief Engineer – currently in post with the EA as a Senior Project 

Manager. She most recently project managed the £30M Middle Level Barrier Bank scheme and had 

just taken over as project manager of the Cranbrook Counter Drain Strategy.  She has, in the past, 

been employed by an IDB and has worked in close partnership with many IDBs including North 

Level IDB. Jonathan Brown stated how pleased the MLC Executive had been with these two 

candidates and how easy the choice had been given their knowledge of the area and experience to 

date. 

 

An update was given on the role out of telemetry, which was receiving positive feedback from 

District Officers. A request was made for the login details to be provided to Chairmen as well as 

District Officers and it was confirmed that this would be arranged. 

 

David Thomas confirmed that all but two Boards had stated their wish to move to the new planning 

and consenting charging and reporting arrangements and that the Assistant Treasurer was finalizing 

figures ready for the 2023 IDB/DDC meetings. A request was made for all correspondence which 

developers and their agents which is copied to Chairman should include the planning application 

references. 

 

The protection and control of Bylaw strips was discussed at length and it was agreed that a policy 

document outlining the red-lines Boards should be applying to ensure that their ratepayers do not 

suffer as a result of development will be prepared for the Boards to consider. It was noted at the 

meeting that the refusal to issue any consent is subject to a reasonableness test, hence the document 

cannot preclude consenting everything within the 9m strip and the policy will be for guidance 

purposes only. It was felt that it should help developers, planning authorities and the Boards by 
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providing some additional clarity. It was also felt that some case history examples to be circulated 

to members might help them understand the issues which have to be addressed. 

 

Climate Change was discussed and it was noted that the MLC had completed its carbon audit and 

would now start work on carbon reduction and mitigation initiatives. It was also noted that the 

M&E engineer was looking at base levels of energy consumption at pumping stations, for example 

to see if panel heaters are left on permanently. He will be making recommendations to Boards if he 

identifies scope for reducing power without risking the apparatus. 

 

WRE were mentioned and the Chief Executive stated that he was pleased that the draft water 

resource plan for the East included extensive reference to agriculture and its need for water to 

support the growing of food to feed the nation and also of the key role played by IDBs in 

transferring water to the point needed by abstractors. He also commented upon the newly proposed 

Cambridgeshire fens reservoir, north of Chatteris and advised that the MLC were responding on the 

need to get fill supply and draw-down arrangements right, but also that we need to seek to gain 

capital from the opportunities that the new reservoir will present in terms of bringing money into 

the area and potentially helping reduce flood risk and assist with water need balancing. 

 

The Chief Executive advised that a decision had been made to move the MLC and IDB’s electricity 

supply contracts from Anglian Farmers to the Green Energy Advice Bureau. This followed several 

years of extended poor service levels and lack of timely information coming from Anglian Farmers. 

 

The future of IDBs and the value of potential amalgamations was once discussed and this gave rise 

to questions over small boards being able to secure a quorate for which this had been a particularly 

poor year. It was agreed that this item should remain on the agenda and that any Chairs who felt 

that the time was right for their Boards to look again and the advantages/disadvantages of 

amalgamation would contract the Clerk. It was also agreed that it may be useful to undertake an 

exercise around updating the original Geoff Beal report which had recommended that the number of 

Boards within the area administered by the MLC could reasonably be reduced to three or four. 

 

The Clerk finally noted that the ADA Great Ouse branch AGM would be held on the 7th March at 

Prickwillow Hall and would be in the format of workshops in the morning and an AGM in the 

afternoon. The workshops theme this year would be; water resources, the new reservoir and climate 

change. 

 

 

iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

 

That the 85th Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday 9th November 

2022 at The Hive, Nocton, Lincolnshire. 

 

This year marked another change in the arrangements for the National Conference and 

AGM, with the AGM being held virtually on 28th September 2022 followed by the national 

conference held as a hybrid meeting at the Dyson Farming complex in Lincolnshire on 9th 

November. The choice of venue was to avoid the risk of being impacted by rail strikes and it 

also represented significant cost savings. The event had limited numbers and was fully 

subscribed. 

Following an introduction by the President of ADA Robert Caudwell who noted the good 

work being done by ADA but also noted that with COP27 ahead climate change was the 

single biggest challenge facing everybody and that IDBs would need to play their part in 

delivering carbon reduction. 
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The opening address was given by Councillor Matthew Riddle,  Chairperson, Lower Severn 

Internal Drainage Board and Councillor, South Gloucestershire Council who spoke on 

options which could be pursued to change the way Special Levy is reported and dealt with 

by the Councils. The challenge at the moment was perceived as the lack of transparency 

with Special Levy payments not being itemised on rate bills in the same way that police and 

ambulance services are. There is also the issue that by not disaggregating the Special Levy 

payments, increases in them can currently (for Councils who pay large Special Levys) 

trigger a local election under the current rules.  

Key note speakers were Hazel Durant Waterway & Flood Water Management Policy Team, 

Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Luzette Kroon Board member: 

Innovation & International, Dutch Water Authorities, Dykgraaf (chairperson), Wetterskip 

Fryslân. Hazel spoke of the challenges ahead and noted that it would be foolhardy to expect 

revenue expenditure to be increased by treasury given the current economic climate. The 

best we could hope for would be last years’ figures to be matched. She praised the work of 

IDBs and noted the important role they play in delivering flood risk benefits through their 

direct works and also through PSCAs. Luzette spoke of the similarities and differences 

between IDBs and their Dutch equivalents and went on to describe the challenges faced 

arising from climate change. 

A panel discussion followed and the MLC Chief Executive was invited to sit on this panel. 

He took the opportunity to outline the work of WRE but also to express his concerns that 

currently Land Drainage Act legislation was holding back the full potential of IDBs in terms 

of water resource management and investment. A review is urgently required and the 

support of the EA and DEFRA is needed. Hazel agreed that there was a need but hope a way 

forward could be found that didn’t require primary legislation. 

The day concluded with a field visit to showcase the Dunston Beck Improvement Project. 

The improvement project, completed by Dyson Farming with the Environment Agency, 

Wild Trout Trust and other partners, seeks to improve the biodiversity and water quality of 

the beck with a sensitive mosaic of wetland habitats delivered through excavations 

recreating a meandering river system with the retention of water providing ecological and 

also some modest flood risk benefits. 

 

 

 

b) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association will take 

place on Tuesday 7th March 2023 at Prickwillow Village Hall. 

 

 

 

iv) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 

 

That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 will held at the ExCel, London on 

Wednesday 22nd & Thursday 23rd November 2023. 

 

 

 
 B.1366 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers, viz; 
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Ramsey, Upwood & Great Raveley I.D.B.    

  

Consulting Engineers Report – December 2022 
 

Pumping Stations  

Other than the matters reported at previous meetings or described below, only routine 

maintenance has been carried out.  

 

Green Dyke Pumping Station 

This scheme is identified in the Environment Agency’s (EA) PAFS portal which is the first step 

required to identify the potential intention to seek Grant-in-Aid for a project.  For all schemes over 

£500k, the EA needs the whole catchment to be considered rather than just the asset seeking the 

grant as part of the project appraisal.  It is hoped that this can be done in-house without the need 

for hydraulic modelling or an in-depth catchment study by consultants.  This will continue to be 

progressed working alongside the EA to advise and allow the production of the business case   It is 

hoped by considering the catchment as a whole that a greater percentage of the project may be 

able to be grant-aided, as more of the benefits can be apportioned towards Green Dyke Pumping 

Station. 

 

The insurance claim for the replacement door has now been approved and the replacement steel 

shutter ordered. 

 

New Fen Pumping Station 

Subsidence at New Fen Pumping Station 

The discharge chamber has been monitored for movement due to subsidence and records indicate 

that movement has been recorded.  There was 0.7mm recorded between November 2020 and 

October 2021 and a further 0.7mm between October and November 2021. The movement from 

November 2021 to March 2022 was minimal.  The movement from March to September has been 

more marked at 2.2mm. 

 

Upwood Common 

The corroded pump bolts were removed and replaced with stainless steel ones during the summer. 

 

Pumping Hours 
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Electricity Readings  

Due to the volatility of the electricity market, regular and accurate manual electricity meter readings 

are becoming very important; even for sites with meters that are read remotely.  This is so that bills 

can be verified to ensure correct rates are being paid.  

  

Moving forward it is requested that the Pump Attendants/District Officers take electricity meter 

readings and pump run hours readings monthly, (as close to the 1st of each month as they can) 

and forward them to the M&E Engineer on  david.bantoft@middlelevel.gov.uk  or 07768 026119. 

 

Planning Applications  

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following new development related 

matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting: 

MLC 
Ref. 

 
Council Ref. 

 
Applicant 

Type of 
Development 

 
Location 

402 H/22/00744/REM Greystoke Land 
Commercial 
(Supermarket)   St Marys Road, Ramsey 

403 H/22/80096/COND Greystoke Land 
Commercial 
(Supermarket) St Marys Road, Ramsey 

404 H/22/80164/COND Hill Holdings Ltd 
Residential 
(86 plots) 

Stocking Fen Road/St Marys Road, 
Ramsey 

405 H/22/01330/FUL Team C Properties Ltd 
Residential 
(2 plots) 

Ugg Mere Court Road, Ramsey St 
Marys* 

406 H/22/01451/HHFUL 
Cambridgeshire Home 
Improvement Agency 

Residence 
(Extension)  Lime Road, Ramsey 

407 H/22/01327/HHFUL Mr & Mrs S Murfitt 
Residence 
(Extension)  Chapel Road, Ramsey Heights  

408 H/22/02051/FUL Team C Properties Ltd 
Residential 
(2 plots) 

Ugg Mere Court Road, Ramsey St 
Marys* 

Planning applications ending ‘RM’, ‘REM’ or ‘RMM’ relate to reserved matters 
Planning applications ending 'COND' or ‘DISC’ relate to the discharge of relevant planning conditions 
Planning applications ending ‘HHFUL’ relate to Householder applications for Full Planning Permission 

 

Developments that propose direct discharge to the Board’s system are indicated with an asterisk. 

The remainder propose, where applicable and where known, water disposal to 

soakaways/infiltration devices or other sustainable drainage systems. The applicants have been 

notified of the Board's requirements.  

 

No applications for Infiltration Device Self Certification or the Checking Service have been received 

since the last meeting report. 

 

Members of the Board will recall that at the last meeting it was decided that specific detailed 

entries would not be made in future reports unless requested to do so.  In the absence of any 

instruction no detailed entries have been made although updates have been provided to issues 

raised in Matters Arising. 

 

 

mailto:david.bantoft@middlelevel.gov.uk
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Ramsey  

Erection of a food-store, petrol filling station, residential development, community 

facilities and associated highways and infrastructure works – Tesco Stores Ltd & 

Abbey Properties Cambridge Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 114, 133 & 168); Lord De Ramsey’s 

1963 Settlement (MLC Ref No 244); Abbey Properties (Cambs) Ltd & Lord de 

Ramsey (MLC Ref No 248) & Accent Group (MLC Ref No 363)  

 

(a) Tesco Stores Ltd site 

The Clerk to report. 

 

(b) Residential development 

The applicant, Accent Homes Ltd; the construction contractor, the Hill 

Partnership Ltd; Project Managers, Henry Riley LLP; and engineering 

consultant SDP Consulting Engineers (South) have been advised of the 

Board’s decision concerning the connecting watercourse. 

 

Planning Updates & Consultations  

A “Strategic Planning Consultation Responses” document can be found on www.middlelevel.gov.uk 

via the following link Strategic Planning Consultation Responses.  

 

General Advice 

Assistance has been given, on the Board’s behalf, in respect of the following: 

 

a. Work by Cadent Gas to protect a high-pressure gas main including erosion protection to the 

bank downstream has been completed at Uggmere Court Corner.  The cost for all works 

was covered by Cadent Gas. 

 

b. Work to remove trees and bushes at Point 54-65 has been undertaken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer  

 

 

6 December 2022 

 

RUGtR(328)\Reports\December 2022

http://www.middlelevel.gov.uk/
https://middlelevel.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Revised-Planning-Updates-Consultations.pdf
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The Clerk reported that pump bolts on both Green Dyke and Upwood Common pumping stations had 

been replaced. 

On New Fen Pumping Station, it was concerning that there had been further movement which was 

greater than had been experience in the previous few periods. This may be down to the very dry and 

hot summer? Members noted that the station had not yet failed and that surveys had shown it to be 

currently intact and effectively unimpacted operationally by the movement. However there will be a 

time when this is no longer the case and action is needed. It was noted that there are trees that need to 

be removed also on the site. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

The District Officer arrange for the removal of the trees which are of concern. 

 

That the movement continue to be monitored and that a graph of movement against time be prepared 

and included in the next Consulting Engineers report. 

 

 

 

B.1367 District Officer’s Report 

 

The District Officer reported that there had been a slight noise with the recently refurbished pump but 

that this had seemed to diminish over time and was now no longer present, hence was not of concern. 

 

The Chairman advised that he had spoken with Lattenbury Services, who he considers to have 

provided good service and a high quality of workmanship. Whilst the cost is higher than has been 

paid in the past, the amount of work undertaken is greater and might well extend the period interval 

before another visit is required, hence could well present better overall value. 

 

 

 

B.1368 Environmental Update   

 

The Clerk issued the Environment Officer’s report to members and apologised for the delay which 

was down to the illness of the officer producing the report. He advised that he had nothing to add to 

the report. 

 

 

 

B.1369 Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991  

 

The Clerk reported that claims for contributions totalling £1,804.76 (inclusive of supervision) have 

been submitted (£7,312.68 less £5,507.92 paid on account for the financial year 2021/2022 and the 

sum of £6,557.62 in respect of 80% of the Boards estimated expenditure for the financial year 

2022/2023) and on communications from the Environment Agency concerning payment of the 

claims. 

 

 

 

B.1370 Association of Drainage Authorities 

 Subscriptions 

 

The Clerk reported that ADA has increased subscriptions by 4.5% for 2023, from £571 to £597 
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RESOLVED 

 

That the increased subscription for 2023 be paid. 

 

 

 

B.1371 Health and Safety  

 

Further to minute B.1346, the Chairman advised that Cope Safety Management will carry out their 

visit to the District on the 15th February 2023 and the report will be referred in the next meeting. 

 

The Chairman advised that the arrangements with Cope continue to work well and that all matters 

relating to their report had either been dealt with or were in hand. 

 

 

 

B.1372 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2021/2022 

 

 a) The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return 

 for the year ended on the  31st March 2022, viz; 
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5th January 2023                                                                876 

 

F:\Admin\Word\rugr\mins\5/1/2023 
 

 



5th January 2023                                                                877 

 

F:\Admin\Word\rugr\mins\5/1/2023 
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b. The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year 

 ended on the 31st March 2022, viz; 
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B.1373 Defra IDB1 Returns   

 

The Clerk referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2021/2022 which were noted and approved, viz; 
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B.1374 Financial Position      

 

a) The Clerk advised the Board of how estimated expenditure for 2022/2023 compares          

  with actual expenditure to date, viz:
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 b) Board’s cash balances at 30th November 2022. 

 

   Clients Premium Account - £282,131.86. 

 

 

 

 

B.1375 Date of next Meeting 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 The next meeting will be Thursday 11th May 2023 at 10am – Old Nene Golf Club. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

………………………………… 

Chairman 

 

 

 

……………………….. 

Date 


