BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

At a Meeting of the Bluntisham Internal Drainage Board
held at Hanson’s, Bluntisham at 10:30 on Wednesday 1% February 2023

PRESENT

P Burton Esqg (Chairman)

J R Anderson Esq (Vice Chairman)
P Burgess Esq

A G R Holloway Esq

Cllr J Neish Esq

Mr David Thomas (Clerk to the Board) was in attendance as was Paul Burrows as incoming Chief
Executive of the Middle Level Commissioners as future Clerk to the Board.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from J Green Esqg, H Law Esq and C Hudson Esq.

B.861 Declarations of Interest

Mr Thomas reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included in
today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board.

Mr P Burton (Chairman) declared an interest in the contracted maintenance works of the Board as
supplier of services.

B.862 Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Board held on 10" June 2022 are recorded correctly and
that they be confirmed and signed.

B.863 Bank Mandate and National Savings & Investments

The Clerk reported that will be necessary to update the signatories after April 2023.

Members discussed the changes required due to the impending retirement of the Clerk. The
Chairman also noted his intention to stand down at the next election date and hence proposed that
his signatory powers be passed on to the Vice-Chairman whilst changes were taking place.

RESOLVED

That the current signatories be changed from David Thomas to Paul Burrows and from Peter
Burton to James Anderson.
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As the Chairman had declared his intention to step down, there was a discussion over who might
best fill the vacancy. The Clerk noted that until the Chairman stepped down there were no current
vacancies but that the Board could, if it wished, co-opt a member onto the Board as they had done
with Chris Hudson of RSPB. It was noted that in general Co-opted members will not have voting
rights. Members agreed to speak, look at and contact possible suitable candidates and that this
matter be added to the next agenda.

RESOLVED

That an item on membership candidates be included in the next meeting agenda.

B.864 Changing to One Annual Meeting of the Board

Members discussed the current arrangements and the what the needs of the Board were. It was
noted that many of the Board’s administered by the MLC only meet once per year and that all
necessary actions and decisions can be dealt with at one meeting. Members felt in general that one
meeting per year ought to be sufficient given the size of the Board and taking into account their
experience over the past few years. It was noted that the Chairman considered that a February
meeting would be a good option.

RESOLVED

To move to one meeting per year and that a decision on the date of that meeting will be
decided at the next planned Board meeting in June.

B.865 Recovery of costs for processing consents

The Clerk outlined the reasons why some planning applications were responded to which were
outside of the Board’s district. In essence this was linked to the fact that treated effluent which
discharged into the district could come from settlements beyond its boundaries. Based upon this
explanation members agreed that it would be appropriate that the outstanding MLC invoices be
settled.

Members asked the Clerk to ensure that the David Homes development near Needingworth was
being persuaded fully as this could generate a significant one-off treated effluent discharge
payment.

RESOLVED

That an item on this development and what the developer contribute has been or will be is
included in the next Engineer’s report.

B.866 Maintenance works in the District

Further to minute B.844, The Chairman advised that he had not yet walked the district to plan this
coming years maintenance works. It was reported that around £4K had been spent to date in this
financial year on maintenance works and that works had been held back pending the possible
payment by Hansons of the bill to remove the pump blockage, which had recently been confirmed.
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It was noted that the section near point 9 is overgrown but also that this is a dead end and hence will
not impact significantly upon flood risk.

The Chairman raised a note of concern over two hedges that are too close to the drains and hence
impede easy maintenance. These were originally going to be moved but in the end were not. The
revised working method is to place spoil over the hedge such that it does not adversely impact the
footpath. Hansons were going to approach the RSPB to agree for the hedge height to be lowered.
RESOLVED
)] That a letter be sent to Hansons reminding them that the hedges between points 15 —
17 (topping and siding) and 2 — 6 (topping only) need to be kept in check and that it
should not be allowed to grow to a height beyond 1.5m.
i) That all costs shall be borne by Hansons.

iii) That the Board will expect this commitment to be incorporated in any land transfer to
the RSPB to ensure ratepayers are not disadvantaged.

B.867 Hanson — Progress Report

It was reported that Hansons have confirmed that they will cover all costs associated with this
matter.

B.868 Ouse Washes Section 10 Reservoir Middle Level and South Level Barrier Bank works

Further to minute B.823, the Clerk referred to the Newsletters from the Environment Agency dated
December 2022 & January 2023, viz;
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Environment
W Agency

Ouse Washes Middle Level Barrier Bank
raising works

December 2022

Project completion

The Middle Level Barrier Bank (MLBB) is the bank of the Ouse Washes reservolr extending from Earith to
Welmore Lake Sluice. The work we have camied out is to comply with recommendations made by the
Reservoir Inspecting Engineer to complete the works under the Reservoirs Act 1975,

Great news!
We are delighted to tell you that the Ouse Washes bank raising works finished in October 2022, We started
construction in 2017 and the work has taken 6 years to complete.

We have raised the crest level of the MLBB between Welmore Lake Sluice and Earith and as part of the
bank raising, we have provided a robust demountable flood barrier on the Welney Wash Road (A1101)
where it crosses the Middle Level Barrier Bank and creates a low spol. We have also raised a low section
of the South Level Barrier Bank between Sutton Gault and Chain Corner.

During October we completed the earthworks, the haul road raising, and we carried out the trialling and
testing of the Welney demountable fiocd bamer. On the 14 October 2022 together with our contractor
Jackson Civil Engineering and our supply chain partner Flood Control Intemational Ltd, we held a training
day for the Environment Agency field staff in how to install the barrier across the road in the event of
flooding. The demountable flood barrier forms part of the 30km length of the Ouse Washes.

Due to the environmental constraints of the Ouse Washes work can only be camed out during the summer
months, between 15 July and 31 October each year. This is to avoid disturbing the over wintering and

ground nesting birds. Each year we have worked with Natural England to negotiate a longer working
window 1o carry out winter repairs and haul road work.

We will continue to carry out regular inspections of the bank and monitor the grass growth for the next 2
years until the reservoir engineer gives a final sign-off in autumn 2024, This will include regular grass cuts,
ecological surveys and repairs (1o damage that may happen over the winter months.

The footpath of the Middle Level Barrier Bank re-opened to the public on 1 November 2022, Although the
bank is now open, the grass still needs 1o grow. We would appreciate if you would be careful when
oocﬁ%wmmwmmmymmmmdgmthhamimhlym

Floodline 0345 988 1188 Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60
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Environment

VW Agency
Raised 30km of Middie Level Barrier Bank from Raised 2 5km of South Level Barrier Bank from Sutton
Earith to Welmore Lake Sluice Gault 1o Chain Comer
Decommissioned Black Siuice Decommissioned disused telemetry hut at Earith
[ Tree and shrub planting at Eanth Improved bridleway access in Earith

Flood wall extension at Sutton Gault Haul road widening between Weiches Dam & Mepal

Raised 7.1km of the haul road from Earith 1o Welney | Works to Increase brndge capacity at Weiches Dam
Replaced the existing flood wall at Welches Dam

Installed 5 new bird hides at the RSPB reserve

Instalied temporary bridges direct 1o the bank at Installed erosion protection along sections of the bank
Earith & Mepal to reduce traffic on local roads between Mepal & Welches Dam

Instalied hardstanding at Mepal for temporary high- | Constructed demountable flood bamer at Welney
volume pumps

Throughout the project we have engaged with the public, schools and organisations adding value in local
communities; visits, actinties, local noticeboards, public drop-in's, surgenes, newsletters, briefings,
questionnaires, press releases, online information page, virtual exhibition rooms, online consultations &
meetings, social media.

Completion event

Representatives from local organisations, Ouse YWashes user groups, Internal Drainage Boards, Parish
Councils, Cambridgeshire, and Norfolk County Councils joined us at the Wildfow! Wetland Trust in Welney
on Friday 18 November to celebrate the end of the

works. The Rt Hon Steve Barclay MP for

Northeast Cambridgeshire represented local

constituents. |

The Environment Agency and the project team, we
would like to thank you for all the co-cperation and
support you have given us over the last 6 years.

How to stay in contact with us
Our Public Liaison Officers will continue 1o keep
you updated during the maintenance penod of the
project. If you have any questions or concems,
please contact our Public Lialson Officers: Monica
Stonham or Yazmin Parry via emad

ousewashesprojecleagdamail com

Floodline 0345 988 1188 Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60
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Environment

Agen
Ouse Washes Flood Storage Resﬁrvoﬁ' »

Update January 2023

Middie Level Barrier Bank

During the autumn reservoir inspection, our engineers identified cracks in the embankment
between Welney and the A142 Mepal, following the prolonged period of hot, dry weather.

The reservoir bank remains in operation as nommal although we do need to carry oul repairs
as soon as possible.

We will be installing equipment in the areas of the cracking over the coming days 1o monitor
them. Operatives will also be carrying out weekly surveys during the winter months.

Our contractor, Jackson Civil Engineering, has started work between Welney and railway
bridge. As you know this work will be dependent on weather and flood conditions.

There will be an occasional lorry delivery of materials to the access al Welney using the haul
road where an excavator will load the matenals onto a tracked dumper or similar for transport
along the haul road.

We have liaised with Natural England and RSPB before going ahead with this work.

Public footpath
The Middle Level Barrier Bank will remain open.

Please continue to be careful when accessing and walking on the bank and stay away from
the paltches of grass that haven't grown fully yet.

We will continue to monitor the bank and grass growth.

Keeping your community up to date

We would like to thank you for your co-operation and patience, and we will continue to work
with you and the community to minimise disruption.

Please contact our Public Liaison Officers, Monica Stonham or Yazmin Parry at

ousowashesproiectea@amail.com or on 07534 457348 for more information.

rww.gov.uk/environment-agency

It was reported by the Clerk that all works have been completed, with the exception of some
remedial works and some tidying up.
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PB reported that the Ouse Washes Water Level Management Plan (WLMP) was being reviewed by
the Environment Agency and asked if the Board wished to be included in any consultation.
Members felt it would be appropriate for the Board to be consulted and kept abreast of
developments and proposals.

RESOLVED

That the Chairman’s and Vice Chairman’s details be passed on to the Environment Agency.

B.869 Clerk's Report

The Clerk advised;

i)  Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting

That a nineth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 13" December 2022.
The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key
points and resolutions follows;

David Thomas advised on the planned staffing changes being implemented due to his
impending retirements. He stated that his post was being split back into Chief Executive/Clerk
and Chief Engineer and that the appointments were:

Paul Burrows — to be the new CEO/Clerk - currently in post with the EA as a national
Delivery Assurance Manager, and before that as Flood & Coastal Risk Manager for the East
Anglia Area, then Flood Strategy Manager — Paul spearheaded Tactical Plans for the Fens
which have secured the possibility of obtaining significant grant allocation on a Board by
Board basis over a 15 year period, whilst at the same time defining a pathway to better
understand the challenges faced and options worth considering for our lowland catchment as
climate change and growth tests our current infrastructure arrangements.

Nicola Oldfield — to be the new Chief Engineer — currently in post with the EA as a Senior
Project Manager. She most recently project managed the £30M Middle Level Barrier Bank
scheme and had just taken over as project manager of the Cranbrook Counter Drain Strategy.
She has, in the past, been employed by an IDB and has worked in close partnership with
many IDBs including North Level IDB. Jonathan Brown stated how pleased the MLC
Executive had been with these two candidates and how easy the choice had been given their
knowledge of the area and experience to date.

An update was given on the role out of telemetry, which was receiving positive feedback from
District Officers. A request was made for the login details to be provided to Chairmen as well
as District Officers and it was confirmed that this would be arranged.

David Thomas confirmed that all but two Boards had stated their wish to move to the new
planning and consenting charging and reporting arrangements and that the Assistant Treasurer
was finalizing figures ready for the 2023 IDB/DDC meetings. A request was made for all
correspondence which developers and their agents which is copied to Chairman should
include the planning application references.

The protection and control of Bylaw strips was discussed at length and it was agreed that a
policy document outlining the red-lines Boards should be applying to ensure that their
ratepayers do not suffer as a result of development will be prepared for the Boards to
consider. It was noted at the meeting that the refusal to issue any consent is subject to a
reasonableness test, hence the document cannot preclude consenting everything within the 9m

F:\Admin\Word\Bluntisham\mins\1.2.23



strip and the policy will be for guidance purposes only. It was felt that it should help
developers, planning authorities and the Boards by providing some additional clarity. It was
also felt that some case history examples to be circulated to members might help them
understand the issues which have to be addressed.

Climate Change was discussed and it was noted that the MLC had completed its carbon audit
and would now start work on carbon reduction and mitigation initiatives. It was also noted
that the M&E engineer was looking at base levels of energy consumption at pumping stations,
for example to see if panel heaters are left on permanently. He will be making
recommendations to Boards if he identifies scope for reducing power without risking the
apparatus.

WRE were mentioned and the Chief Executive stated that he was pleased that the draft water
resource plan for the East included extensive reference to agriculture and its need for water to
support the growing of food to feed the nation and also of the key role played by IDBs in
transferring water to the point needed by abstractors. He also commented upon the newly
proposed Cambridgeshire fens reservoir, north of Chatteris and advised that the MLC were
responding on the need to get fill supply and draw-down arrangements right, but also that we
need to seek to gain capital from the opportunities that the new reservoir will present in terms
of bringing money into the area and potentially helping reduce flood risk and assist with water
need balancing.

The Chief Executive advised that a decision had been made to move the MLC and IDB’s
electricity supply contracts from Anglian Farmers to the Green Energy Advice Bureau. This
followed several years of extended poor service levels and lack of timely information coming
from Anglian Farmers.

The future of IDBs and the value of potential amalgamations was once discussed and this
gave rise to questions over small boards being able to secure a quorate for which this had been
a particularly poor year. It was agreed that this item should remain on the agenda and that any
Chairs who felt that the time was right for their Boards to look again and the
advantages/disadvantages of amalgamation would contract the Clerk. It was also agreed that it
may be useful to undertake an exercise around updating the original Geoff Beal report which
had recommended that the number of Boards within the area administered by the MLC could
reasonably be reduced to three or four.

The Clerk finally noted that the ADA Great Ouse branch AGM would be held on the 7%
March at Prickwillow Hall and would be in the format of workshops in the morning and an
AGM in the afternoon. The workshops theme this year would be; water resources, the new
reservoir and climate change.

Members expressed some concern over the potential for the new Anglian Water Fens
reservoir to take water from the river system and were generally concerned over the lack of
information coming forward at the moment.

Mr P Burrows advised that he was pushing for a meeting to be held to draw out details any to

ensure that a commitment is made to work in partnership with affected bodies such as the
IDBs.
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i) Association of Drainage Authorities

a)  Annual Conference

That the 85" Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday 9"
November 2022 at The Hive, Nocton, Lincolnshire.

This year marked another change in the arrangements for the National Conference and
AGM, with the AGM being held virtually on 28" September 2022 followed by the
national conference held as a hybrid meeting at the Dyson Farming complex in
Lincolnshire on 9" November. The choice of venue was to avoid the risk of being
impacted by rail strikes and it also represented significant cost savings. The event had
limited numbers and was fully subscribed.

Following an introduction by the President of ADA Robert Caudwell who noted the
good work being done by ADA but also noted that with COP27 ahead climate change
was the single biggest challenge facing everybody and that IDBs would need to play
their part in delivering carbon reduction.

The opening address was given by Councillor Matthew Riddle, Chairperson, Lower
Severn Internal Drainage Board and Councillor, South Gloucestershire Council who
spoke on options which could be pursued to change the way Special Levy is reported
and dealt with by the Councils. The challenge at the moment was perceived as the lack
of transparency with Special Levy payments not being itemised on rate bills in the same
way that police and ambulance services are. There is also the issue that by not
disaggregating the Special Levy payments, increases in them can currently (for
Councils who pay large Special Levys) trigger a local election under the current rules.

Key note speakers were Hazel Durant Waterway & Flood Water Management Policy
Team, Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Luzette Kroon Board
member: Innovation & International, Dutch Water Authorities, Dykgraaf (chairperson),
Wetterskip Fryslan. Hazel spoke of the challenges ahead and noted that it would be
foolhardy to expect revenue expenditure to be increased by treasury given the current
economic climate. The best we could hope for would be last years’ figures to be
matched. She praised the work of IDBs and noted the important role they play in
delivering flood risk benefits through their direct works and also through PSCAs.
Luzette spoke of the similarities and differences between IDBs and their Dutch
equivalents and went on to describe the challenges faced arising from climate change.

A panel discussion followed and the MLC Chief Executive was invited to sit on this
panel. He took the opportunity to outline the work of WRE but also to express his
concerns that currently Land Drainage Act legislation was holding back the full
potential of IDBs in terms of water resource management and investment. A review is
urgently required and the support of the EA and DEFRA is needed. Hazel agreed that
there was a need but hope a way forward could be found that didn’t require primary
legislation.

The day concluded with a field visit to showcase the Dunston Beck Improvement
Project. The improvement project, completed by Dyson Farming with the Environment
Agency, Wild Trout Trust and other partners, seeks to improve the biodiversity and
water quality of the beck with a sensitive mosaic of wetland habitats delivered through
excavations recreating a meandering river system with the retention of water providing
ecological and also some modest flood risk benefits.
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b)  Annual Conference 2023

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities for 2023 is yet
to be announced.

c) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch

That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was
held on Tuesday the 1% March 2022.

This was the first face to face meeting held since the COVID-19 outbreak but the format
was restricted to the AGM only. It is planned however to reintroduce the popular and
useful morning workshops for 2023.

Marc Heading was reappointed as chair with Councillor Doug McMurdo as vice chair.
Topics covered included unsurprisingly red diesel, and water resources/the work of
WRE.

Sofi Lloyd announced that Brian Stewart and lan Hodge from the EA had recently
joined the ADA Board and that DEFRA had asked ADA to liaise with them on the
implementation of schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act. She was also
pleased to be able to report that ADA had been instrumental in initiating an all-party
parliamentary group with a remit to discuss and consider Sustainable Flood and
Drainage Management.

Phil Hulme and Amanda Macloughlan spoke on behalf of the EA covering the
challenging associated with significant staff changes at the EA and noted that with the
capital program for this six-year cycle being double that of the previous one this would
be generating considerable additional work load.

It was advised that this coming years revenue (maintenance) budget was £5.3M which
was more than the previous year but what could be delivered within this budget could
be impacted by inflation.

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7" March 2023.

iii)  National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023

That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 will be held at ExCel, London on the 22"
and 23" November 2023.

iv)  Water Resources East (WRE)

Further to minute B.846 (v), the Clerk reported that the requested contribution from this
Board for 2023/2024 financial year is expected to once again be £125. Contributions from
drainage boards within the East of England secure a direct stake in WRE and help to ensure
their needs and opinions are taken into account.
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v) Changes to Electricity Supply Contracts

The Clerk will report that Boards have encountered problems with the operation of the
electricity contract by Anglia Farmers over the years. Following various meetings with them
it appeared some of these problems were being addressed and the service appeared to be
improving this, However, was short lived. Over the past 2 years there has again been a
significant deterioration in both the quality of service and lack of account management
received from Anglia Farmers.

During the summer the Middle Level Commissioners were approached by Green Energy
Advice Bureau (GEAB), one of the UK’s leading energy companies and buying group, whose
portfolio includes numerous companies with over 200 million kwh tendered per annum. They
have experience working with an estimated 60 Internal Drainage Boards, which include
locally the Ely Group of Internal Drainage Boards and Downham Market Group of Internal
Drainage Boards. We accordingly contacted Jean Heading of the Ely Group of Internal
Drainage to enquire of the service provided by GEAB and she has confirmed she is far
happier with the service received from them compared to that from Anglia Farmers and since
has signed a 5-year fixed rate contract with GEAB from 1% April 2022.

A report was presented to the Middle Level Commissioners at their Board meeting on 3"
November 2022 and due to the ongoing poor performance of Anglia Farmers, together with
the positive feedback given by Jean Heading of the Ely Group, the Commissioners’ resolved
to consider moving to alternative arrangements. The Executive Committee were delegated the
final decision and having considered a report on the options and subsequently confirmed their
agreement that a move would be appropriate in the circumstances.

The Clerk will report this was considered a positive move and recommended the Board also
move to this alternative arrangement.

The Clerk will report that the Chairman had subsequently agreed for the Board to serve notice
to Anglia Farmers and for Green Energy Advice Bureau to handle the energy procurement
process and management of the electricity contract.

The Clerk will advise that the Middle Level Commissioners and its administered Boards have
entered into a fixed rate energy supply with Corona Energy for an 18-month period from1st
April 2023.

RESOLVED
i) To pay the £125 towards ADA having representation on the Board of WRE.

i) That the Chairman’s actions regarding changes to the electricity supply contracts be
approved.

B.870 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including Planning and Consenting Matters

The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers, viz;
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Bluntisham |.D.B.

Consulting Engineers Report — January 2023

Pumping Station

Other than matters previously reported or detailed below only routine maintenance has been
carried out since the last meeting and the pumping plant appears to be mechanically and
electrically in a satisfactory condition.

The pump discharge vent pipe was repaired during July 2022, which has reduced the amount of
water flowing back through the vent when river levels are higher.

The hand rakes onsite are not long enough to reach down to clear weed effectively which causes
short cycling of the pump and tripping, hence the engineer would recommend a rake with at least a

4 metre handle be purchased. Cost approximately £350 depending on aluminium prices.
Board Members are asked to approve this purchase.

Total Pump Hours
18937 up to October 2022.

BLUNTISHAM PUMP HOURS
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Pump Replacement

The Engineer has undertaken an initial overview assessment of the likelihood of grant in aid being
obtained for a scheme, making reference to the Tactical Plan. He has concluded that based upon
an example £300k project cost (£250k plus an allowance for contingency and inflation) the Board
could be looking at being able to support a bid for a scheme within the region of 50% grant
funding. If the Board wishes to progress on this basis, then an application for allocation can be

made and the business case developed fully; at which time a more accurate possible grant figure
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will be determined. Note that the costs of producing the business case, which is likely to be
between £5k and £8K, will have to initially be covered by the Board. If a grant bid is successful

then a portion of these costs can normally be recovered.

Planning Applications

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following new development related
matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting:

MLC Council Type of
Ref. Ref. Applicant Development Location
Admiral Homespace Residence Old Farm Close, Needingworth
046 H/22/01573/EXTDET (Extension)
Equine/Agricultural
047 H/22/01537/FUL Brown & Co (Stables & storage) | Overcote Lane, Needingworth
048 H/22/01563/FUL Mr Snitch Residence Chapel Close, Needingworth*
049 H/22/01712/REM Mr G & Mrs A Quinsee | Residence Mill Way, Needingworth

Planning applications ending ‘EXTDET’ relate to General Permitted Development-Extensions
Planning applications ending ‘RM’, ‘REM’ or ‘RMM’ relate to reserved matters

A development that is known to propose direct discharge has been indicated with an asterisk. It is
understood, where applicable and where known, that the remainder propose disposal to
soakaways, infiltration devices and/or Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). The applicants have
been notified of the Board's requirements.

Mr Smith chose to use Infiltration Device Self-Certification for surface water disposal from Ashton
Close, Needingworth (MLC Ref No 044) and, in doing so, agreed that if the device was to fail in the

future, the land owner would be liable for any remedial works to rectify the situation.

Most of the above are likely to discharge treated foul effluent water into the Board’s system via
Needingworth Water Recycling Centre (WRC).

Needingworth

Proposed development to the north of Fairview and west of Enterprise Farm -
(Bluntisham Farm), off Bluntisham Road, Needingworth - Client of RSK Land &
Development Engineering Ltd (MLC Ref No 011), Gladman Developments (MLC Ref
No 013) & David Wilson Homes (MLC Ref No 027)

The current position is being ascertained.

Residential development (Egret Close) on land adjacent to Fair View, Bluntisham
Road, Needingworth - Luminus Homes (MLC Ref Nos 012 & 017)

The current position is being ascertained.
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Residential development with associated landscaping, parking, cycle and refuse
storage, sustainable drainage systems (SuDs) and vehicular access point off Mill Way
at land north of Sunryl, Church Street, Needingworth — Innerspace Homes Ltd (MLC
Ref Nos 022 & 032)

An appeal is currently being considered by the Secretary of State.

Rear ground floor extension, side first floor extension, garage conversion and new
attached garage at 7 Old Farm Close, Needingworth — Miss H Seabourne (MLC Ref No
036)

No further correspondence has been received from the applicant or the applicant’s
agents. No further action has been taken in respect of the Board’s interests.

Change of use to form horse paddocks with menage and retrospective application for
stable block at Bridge Farm, Overcote Lane, Needingworth - Mr A Griffiths (MLC Ref No
037)

The application for encroachment consent has not yet been received.

Bluntisham

Developments at Green Acres, Needingworth Road, Bluntisham

(@) Change of use of agricultural land to one gypsy/traveller pitch including two
dayrooms (retrospective) at land north of Green Acre — Mr R Harris (MLC Ref No
018)

(b) Change of use of the land to Gypsy & Traveller residential with the siting of one
static caravan and one touring caravan and the development of a block of
stable/utility block (part retrospective) at 2 Green Acre - Mr J Wenman (MLC Ref
No 030)

No further correspondence has been received from the applicants or the
applicants’ agents. No further action has been taken in respect of the Board’s

interests.
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Planning Updates & Consultations

A “Strategic Planning Consultation Responses” document can be found on

www.middlelevel.gov.uk via the following link Strategic Planning Consultation Responses.

Consulting Engineer

6 January 2023

Bluntisham(357)\Reports\January 2023

The Chairman wondered whether there may be an option to install a screw pump when the pumping
station is next replaced/refurbished. It was noted however that the expected life of the station would
be at least another 10 years as it is believed that the station is around 30/35 years old. The need to
lengthen the weedscreen rake handle was discussed and it was suggested that it could be modified
in-house.

RESOLVED
That rough outline comparative figures of screw verses axial flow pumps be provided for

members consideration. Also, that the weedscreen rake be modified by the Board rather than
the work being outsourced.

B.871 Capital Improvement Programme

Members considered the Board's future capital improvement programme, viz;
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Bluntisham Internzl Drainzze Board

PREVIOLS FUTURE
202324 | 202425 | 202526 | 2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 202930 | 203073 | 2031/32 | 2032/33 ALL YEARS
Capital Improve ment Prosmmme [ 2023/ 2024) YEARS YEARS
PreYrD | Yeari | Year2 | Year3| Yeard | Year5 | Year® | Year7 | Year® | Yeard |Yearto| o | T8
Year 10 | Expenditure |
Bariey Croft ofs Pumping station replacement ] 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 a0 aa aa
Fumping stztion pumping and control equipmant replzczment 0 0.0 0.0 &0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 430
Fumping station automatic weedscreen cleaning equipmet 1] 0 0.0 500 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ]
Pumping stetion Control building refurbishment/replzcement 0 0 0.0 0.0 0a 0.0 00 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Pumping station compound/surounds improvements 0 0 0.0 50 0a 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 £.0
Refurbishment of inlets/outfalls 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Drzinzge Channels
0 a ] 95 ] 0 ] a 0 ] 0 0 95

RESOLVED

That the Capital Programme be approved.
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B.872 Conservation Officer’s Newsletter

The Clerk referred to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, which had previously been circulated
to Members, viz,

MIDDLE LEVEL
COMMISSIONERS

MIDDLE LEVEL OFFICES
85 WHITTLESEY ROAD

MARCH
CAMBRIDGESHIRE
PE15 OAH
Telephone: 01354 602965
07977 068864 .
Email: sofi.lloyd@middlelevel.gov.uk ) Sofi ngyd
Website:  www.middlelevel.gov.uk Environment Officer

Bluntisham IDB

Environmental Update — January 2023

Introduction

As | took up post in mid-October, unfortunately | am not in a position to provide a full biodiversity action plan
update yet, but have compiled the following general update of environmental activities and key points, which
I hope you find useful.

I have been familiarising myself with the IDB area, its approaches and plans as well as | can, remotely, over
winter, but from Spring onwards | would like to plan some visits to the IDB to develop a much better
understanding of the area and your priorities, so will be in touch to do so. | have of course been taking note
of my surroundings each time | have driven through the district. | previously lived in St Ives so know and
appreciate the Holywell and Needingworth areas fairly well and have recently visited the quarry and
Brownshill Staunch with the EA.

1. Process and compliance review

| have taken the opportunity over the quieter winter months, to commence a thorough process and
compliance review of all our environmental approaches across all boards. This will help to ensure that IDBs
are operating in line with all new legislative and regulatory requirements, updated guidance and best
practice, and are better prepared for any changes we expect to be introduced in the next year. This will
include the impacts and opportunities brought forward by the Environment Act 2021, including biodiversity
net gain and delivering biodiversity enhancement. The outcomes of this review will feed into the BAP refresh
for each IDB.

| also plan to review pre-application environmental advice for consents and standard responses with the
planning office.

2. GIS system development

To support the activities mentioned above, an improved environmental GIS system is being developed and
work is well underway to digitise all environmental data. Lots of data exists due to all the good work already
undertaken by IDBs but it exists in different states in different places. There is also a great deal of
information held by the Local Environmental Records Centres relevant to the district which would be
beneficial for us to access and review when planning our work. We need to merge these data sets to
develop a consolidated, full picture of what we have, in order to define and preserve the baseline from which
to progress. This, more complete, picture is necessary to enable us to identify opportunities for
environmental enhancement. Developing the GIS system this way will deliver efficiencies in environmental
data collection, analysis and reporting, allowing more time to undertake practical conservation work on the
ground. It will also enable us to share our data more easily with the local environmental records centres,
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contributing to the understanding of the local and national status of many species and help to raise the
profile of the IDB and the valuable work they do to support biodiversity.

3. Protected Species - General

As always, any work that plans to “break ground” on the bank top or face, so anything other than vegetation
cutting, i.e., bank reformation, mooring construction, culverting, head walls, piling etc, please let me know
ASAP before the end of February so we can plan the appropriate surveys and mitigations in plenty of time,
to avoid any delays and ensure compliance with wildlife legislation. This is particularly relevant for water
voles.

There are likely to be changes required to how we manage a number of protected species during the course
of our water level management work in the coming months, including badgers and water voles. These are
some of the processes currently under review and | will of course be in touch to discuss these in more detalil
as soon as possible.

a) Badgers

A reminder that badgers and their setts are protected by law and care must be taken not to disturb setts
during routine channel management. Sett interference requires a licence under all circumstances. Please
contact us should you have any queries regarding activities taking place around any known badger sett.
Please also let me know asap if there are any setts which are presenting a flood risk due to any burrowing
which is destabilising banks etc. More detailed information and refresher training on approaches to be taken
around badger setts will be organised in the coming months. In the meantime, please refer to the relevant
chapter in the Environmental Good Governance Guide (available on the ADA website) for more detailed
information on badgers.

b) Birds

Please be reminded of the legislation around the disturbance of birds, particularly when cutting vegetation,
between March and September. Please see the relevant chapter in the Environmental Good Governance
Guide (available on the ADA website) to refresh your understanding of mitigation and survey requirements
and get in touch should you have any questions.

Barn owls
| have met with our barn owl conservation delivery partners and we had defined a schedule of checking and
refreshing barn owl boxes over winter but have unfortunately been unable to commence due to the
restrictions imposed by BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) due to avian flu. We will continue to monitor the
guidance and act accordingly and may be able to begin checking boxes next week providing strict
biosecurity measures are followed. We really hope to be in a position to have checked all boxes by the start
of the breeding season if possible. It is even more important during these times that you please help us with
the following:

e Tell ASAP us if any work on pumping stations is planned in 2023 so boxes can be relocated before
the breeding season (March-Aug)

e Tell us if you spot a box needing repair

e Tell us if you see a box being regularly visited in nesting season

e Tell us if you'd like a barn owl box

e Establish and maintain un-cropped field margins for foraging

ii. Avian Flu
Please ensure that you are familiar with, and promote the knowledge of the DEFRA guidelines on avian
flu, in particular those for reporting suspected cases: Bird flu (avian influenza): latest situation in England -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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c) Mink & Water Voles

I am now involved with the co-ordination of the mink control strategy for IDBs in the MLC area. The mink
control project has been hugely successful so the vision of full eradication of mink is becoming much closer
to being realised than was ever thought possible. A strategy refresh meeting took place on the 9t January
where we reviewed the data to date to help us devise an updated trapping regime for the coming months.
The key outcomes of which are that we are very much in need of further volunteers to respond to mink raft
activation alerts in the area. Any activation would need to be attended promptly within a few hours but the
need to respond is likely to be very occasional. Please let me know of any interest.

The following chart shows the number of mink caught each month, suggesting a declining population.

Cambs Mink Captures per month
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The following table shows the number of Mink caught in 2022 and their locations, compared to 62 mink
captures or kills in 2021.

Middle Level mink 2022 _List
List of mink captures around the Middle Level in 2022

Animazl Code Station/Location Date Sex
1 WRE(0761 Upwell & OQutwell: Laddus Drove holt 09 Jan 2022 Male
2 WRE(0789 11 Jan 2022 Unrecorded
3 WRE(0917 Stonea Bridge 24 Jan 2022 Female
4 WRE/0786 Ramsey: P5 Ramsey Hollow 24 Jan 2022 Female
5 WREf0924 Welches Dam PS bridge SW side 10 Mar 2022 Male
6 WRE/f0950 Caonington Fen Bridge 13 Mar 2022 Female
7 WRE(0944 Ransenmoor: Staffurth's Bridge PS cutfall, Old ... 16 Mar 2022 Male
B WRE/ D946 Ramsey Saint Mary's: Spead the Plough Bridge 17 Mar 2022 Male
9 WRE/D951 Twenty Foot, Coldham Bank 22 Mar 2022 Male
10 WRE/0957 Crooked Drain, Sutton Gault 05 Apr 2022 Female
11 WRE/ 0986 Crooked Drain, Sutton Gault 26 Apr 2022 Female
12 WRE/1046 Great Fen: Charterhouse Farm Bridge 16 Sep 2022 Female
13 WRE/1047 Woodwalton Fen: south 18 Sep 2022 Male
14 WRE/1081 Pingles Pit, Mepal B 21 Oct 2022 Female
15 WRE/1140 Welches Dam PS bridge SW side 27 Nov 2022 Unrecorded

This progress with mink control will positively impact on the abundance of water voles in the area. Previous
water vole survey data will be reviewed over winter and added to the GIS system and further surveys will be
planned to take place in spring and summer.

As above, any planned work that will “break ground” on the bank top or face, so anything other than
vegetation cutting, i.e., bank reformation, mooring construction, culverting, head walls, piling etc, please let
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me know ASAP before the end of February so we can plan the appropriate water vole surveys and
mitigations in plenty of time, to avoid any delays and ensure compliance with water vole legislation.

4. Invasive species
When any non-native species (particularly the following) are spotted, please record the location using the
what3words app (what3words /// The simplest way to talk about location) if possible (if not postcode or grid
ref) and inform us ASAP. Useful identification guides and information can be found online at ID sheets »
NNSS (nonnativespecies.orq)

e Floating Pennywort

e Mink

¢ Himalayan Balsam

o Parrot’s feather

o New Zealand pigmyweed (Australian swamp stonecrop).
Please advise on the status of the giant hogweed adjacent the Board’s drain at node 17 on Overcote
Lane. If this needs further inspection and control please let me know ASAP.

d) Floating Pennywort

Floating Pennywort continues to be an issue in other watercourses just outside the MLC area, so we urge
you to remain vigilant, refresh your identification skills and act promptly by notifying us if you think you may
have spotted any in the districts drains. Strong adherence to biosecurity procedures is vital as per the boards
policy (available from the website).

There has been good progress in trialling the use of an imported weevil to control the plant so we hope that if
the success continues, it may be made available nationally at some point in the future.

e) Azolla

Common across the MLC area. Please record and notify us as above. There may be an opportunity to use
an approved weevil to control badly affected stretches so please advise if there are any particular areas of
concern as there are only limited stocks of the weevils nationally so | will have to apply early to be in with a
chance of some of the stock.

f) Chinese Mitten Crabs

Chinese mitten crabs and their apparent rapidly increasing population continue to be a concern. There are
reports of some banks in some areas being damaged by their extensive burrowing but it is always difficult to
pin this on the crabs alone with there being so many other factors which affect the stability of banks.

We liaise closely with the EA and follow their lead with the management of this species and many others to
ensure that nothing we do contradicts their approach, regulation or legislation. Defra has no intention
currently of developing policy which would allow the crabs to be caught and removed for commercial or
conservation reasons. In particular there was some concern that they were found to carry a gill fluke in other
counties which had the potential of being transmitted to humans if they were to be consumed. As Defra isn’t
planning to change their stance, the EA’s approach remains that any crabs which are caught as by-catch
must be killed on-site and not removed. The fishing for the crabs specifically is not lawful. There is no
recommended or authorised approach to deal with rising populations unfortunately. A commonly held view is
that removing mature individuals from the population creates a vacuum that immature individuals then tussle
to fill, driving greater movement within the local population and perhaps increased burrowing as a result.

We will continue to monitor the recommended approaches and will adapt ours promptly to follow when
necessary.

5. Fenland Flora Project

The long-running fenland flora project, headed up by botanist Jonathan Graham, to identify and record the
presence of rare, threatened and notable aquatic plants in the fens, is nearing completion. The results
highlight:
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e There are lots of nationally significant aquatic plants in fens, many of which are only found in IDB
drains and are present because of the way the drain is being managed.

e Water quality is important for many aquatic plants and a good proportion of IDB drains have good
water quality.

e A summer-maintained water level is good for many plants.

e Non-IDB field drains are important too so where possible, aim to always hold some water and cut
periodically.

The diagrams below show how the presence of 2 England red data plants that are frequent in local drains.
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The plant location data will be added to the GIS system and made available so it can be reviewed ahead of
any planed works, and will be added to BAPs. The data will also be useful in identifying any opportunities to
enhance these valuable plant populations.

6. Eels

A number of PHD studies of eels as part of the REDEEM (Research and Development of fish and Eel
Entrainment Mitigation at pumping stations) project, headed by Jon Bolland at Hull Fisheries Institute have
completed and have helped us to better understand eel and coarse fish ecology and their interaction and
behaviour within pumped catchments and pumping stations. Further studies are now commencing to
strengthen this knowledge. The use of eDNA surveying to identify eels within catchments is being
progressed and samples from throughout the MLC areas are being tested. These studies will inform and
revise guidance for mitigating fish and eel entrainment at pumping stations within the area and will assist
with IDB BAP development. Please contact us if you would like us to study coarse fish or eels at your
pumping station.

Guidance on the new eels regulations process has been delayed but the new options to achieve eel
protection, including fish friendly pumps, are available.

Wherever possible, retain marginal vegetation, even if it's only a narrow strip, to support eels.

7. Environmental Stewardship.

You will most likely be aware that environmental stewardship schemes and farming subsidies are changing.
If you would like to discuss existing stewardship provisions within the district, or you or another rate payer is
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thinking of applying for a stewardship agreement or establishing new stewardship measures, please do get
in touch.

8. Carbon & Climate

There are increasingly a number of low-carbon, sustainable alternatives available for many of the common
materials and equipment used in flood risk management, such as low-carbon concrete and steel, solar
powered mechanical and electrical equipment and coir roll for bank stabilisation. Please get in touch to
discuss any projects which involve these or similar materials or equipment to understand if any are suitable
for you to consider.

Last year ADA published a Carbon Accounting Guide for IDBs, which is available from their website. The
process of calculating carbon emissions does not have to be as complicated as some may think. If you have
reviewed the guide and would like some help to progress with calculating your carbon emissions, please get
in touch.

9. Paludiculture

| attended a workshop in Cambridge to discuss the progress of knowledge acquisition and trials around
growing commercial crops, associated with wetlands in lowland areas, where the water level has been raised
to reduce or eliminate CO2 emissions from degraded peat. This is known as paludiculture. This includes the
potential for receiving an income for carbon sequestration from such approaches. As you would expect,
there is a focus on the Cambridgeshire fens as a key area for development of this approach along with
Somerset, Lancashire and the Lincs fens. If you would like to know more about how this topic is progressing,
would like to get involved in some trials or would like to have a go at growing a paludiculture crop such as
Typha latifolia (Bullrush or cattail) or Sphagnum moss yourself commercially, then please do get in touch.

10. Environmental Good Governance Guide for IDBs

| have a copy of the above guide, published by ADA last September, for each Chairman and District Officer
which | can hand to you when | visit if you don’t have a copy already. Until then, an on-line version is
available from_here and you can also request copies from ADA directly admin@ada.org.uk. ADA are
planning workshops on the 2nd February to help deliver some of the key topics of the guide in more detail
and to allow the opportunity for more contextualised discussions.
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Members discussed the reference in the report to Giant Hogweed. It was noted that this had been
found at Overcoat Lane near the chicken farm and that it had been sprayed off now several times. It
was also believed that it had emanated originally from the Gravely Treatment works.

RESOLVED

That it be monitored and kept on top of.

B.873 State-aided Schemes

Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the
District and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the
Environment Agency.

RESOLVED

That no proposals be formulated at the present time.

B.874 Claims for Highland Water Contributions — Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991

The Clerk reported that following his submission of claims for contributions the gross sum of
£1,258.66 (£2,168.50 less £909.84 paid on account) (inclusive of supervision) has been received
from the Environment Agency for the financial year 2021/2022 based on the Board’s actual
expenditure on maintenance work for that financial year and the sum of £1,153.67 in respect of 80%
of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year 2022/2023.

B.875 Environment Agency — Precept

The Clerk reported that at the Environment Agency Flood Defence Committee determined that
there were exceptional circumstances to consider on the agreed 2% increase on the precepts on
Internal Drainage Boards. The Committee voted for an additional 1% increase (reflecting
exceptional circumstances) above the agreed 2% for the year ending 31st March 2024 — total of a
3% increase on the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards for the year ending 31st March
2024,

The precept for 2022/2023 was £1,934.

B.876 Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscriptions

The Clerk reported that ADA has increased subscriptions by 4.5% for 2023, from £571 to £597.
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RESOLVED

That the increased subscription for 2023 be paid.

B.877 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board — 2021/2022

a)  The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return for
the year ended on the 31 March 2022, viz;

Bluntisham Internal Drainage Board
Notice of conclusion of the audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31st March 2022

Sochom20(2)md2$oﬂhaLocalAud|“AccomwyAa2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015 /234)

1 The Audit of accourts for the Bluntsham Internal Drainage Board
fornmmsmummmmnmmwmmm
been published

2 mmm«awqmumwommpmw
any local government eloctor of the ares of Bluntisham Intemal Drainage Board
on application 10

The Clerk

betwoen the hours of  9.00am and 4.00pm on Mondays to Fridays
(me&chddan).mmlmmmmmmpm

of the Annual Retun
SmememyWMavwdildouuchm
of the Annuad Return
Announcement made by D C Thomas - Clerk to the Board
L)‘loolkrwnﬂ 26th September 2022
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22
BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD
WWW.MIDDLELEVEL.GOV.UK

During the financial year ended 31 March 2022, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of complance with the relevant procedures and controls
In operation and obiained appropriate evidence from the suthorilty.

The internal audt for 2021/22 has been carried out in accordance with this authorlty's needs and planned

On the basia of the findings in the areas examined, the intermal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on whether, in aif
Wmummmmmmuwmmwm
10 moet the noods of this authority.

A Approprate ACCOUMINg reconds have been properly kept hroughout the financial yoar,

B. This authority complied with its financial reguistions, payments were supported by invoices, sl
wmmummmm

c mmmummmnm.mnmum /
of MTANAMEnts 10 Manage Pese.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted fom an adoquale budgetary process. progress against

e budget was regulardy monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expacied ncome was Al received, basad on comect prices, propery roonded and prompty
Darkad. and VAT was appropriaiely acoounied for,

F. mummmwwmdmmm—m o
and VAT appropristely sccounted for

amumumommmhmmum
Mnnmumnwm-mmm

M. mumwmmumuMM
o mmmm-nmmumun

J ACOOUENg Statements prepaned during e year were preparsd on the comect accountng bass (recepts
2 payTEnts of INCOMe SN EXPINIDIY), Agreed 1D e Cath ook, SLPPOSE Dy an BOAQUE st /
ral from undenying r00OCE 4D WN® SREroprate GebION and Credion were propary reConced.

K. M e suthority cortiled itself a3 exempt from a imited assurance review in 2020021, It met the
oxerpiion oriteria and comectly declared itsel esmpt. (¥ P suMorty had & dnited assurance /
feview of ity 2020021 AGAR ek "mol covered)

T The authortly pubiishes INCrmanion on & T9e 10 Sccess websiinwebpage up 10 Jale ol ?e Sme of
requirements

e nternal audi! N 3CCONGINCe With anry relevant transparency code

‘umum mhmmm)MMbhmhtn“d

publc rights 85 roquired by the Accounts and Audit Regulsfons (eviercnd by s rotice pusdined | /7
on the website and'ts suthonly approved mirktes confiming ihe detes se

N mmmwmnmwumm
(see AGAR Page 1 Gudence ";"f‘fl‘.-,

’o (For local councils onty) ’ m
M&amm) Tbmmuwﬂh‘aom
For any ofher risk areas identified by this authorty adequate conlrols existed (st amy ofher sk aress on sepansie sheets I noeded)
Date{s) imtornal sudit undertaken Name of porson who caried out the Internel sudit
ic/0b/20ts 22/cé[Rwpsn 25/0b fnmry gt Vil
w:‘:.mw:h O PNENEEAT e A TS " Date .2{/0‘/',-3-1__
'ln-uuuw Te uum.mn_ .;.TL.’ﬁn'ﬁiﬁnﬂ'
L o Taaglee o T

peano sae . n
ﬂ”ql*‘. . M"* =

Arnual Govermnance and Accountabiity Retumn 2021/22 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaler Authorilies
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22
We acknowiedge as the members of:
BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

our responsibiity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, 1o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect (o the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that:

1. We have Dot I place amargements for eflectve financel PrOpared A3 acccunioy safarer (s ¢ 8COIANCe

MEapement durng e yeor, ad for the preparaion of v WY e ACCOURTS a0 AuaSt Rengdatiors
1o ecousrting siatoverma |

2 We mantaned & sieguste vyster of irtemal conrol Tade propec arINQImEnts and sccaptod responsddity
POUSNG Teasres Jesgred 10 prevert and deinct el v for SRRNgLarTIg P SUNC MEney and ReoTOSE 1
and comupdon and reviowed s efleciverwss. & rerpe

3. We 20k all rosscradie Meps 10 seaere Ourselves Aes only done what £ bas 1 O power 1 00 arct hes
Pt Pare are "o watens of actusl or potentel compled with Froper Practices in doleg s0
MO-COMPAaTce wit ey, reguistons and Proper v
Practices Dt could have a siNcant Tnanci efect
on Pw sbity of s auvdorty 1 conduct s

| tusress or mansge s frances

4 We provided proper coporunly durng e yoar e Qg N year pave al parsons rerseled e opgortnty
1o cxsrcns of slecions’ fgs I accordence Wi Be v FAPOCT ANd TR GUESIONS #OOUE s sufharty s sccounts
requrenrerts of Be Accounts and Aot Regulations.

5. We carmied out an sssessmant of I feks facing e ctrmaered s documented e Tnance snd ofher risks £
U0ty and ok apprograe seps 10 manage Tose v BAC0A 4r) Ouesll WD Pwcr, progery
toha inchoding v inboduction of inerned contrals endior
el iTmrance cover WS required

€ We mantained Troughout he your 40 sdequse and ATarpod K7 3 COMPIteN! porson. ndapentert of fe Amarcal
efoctve pystem of riemal audl of e accontng v CONrois snvd DOCEAres. 10 GO an odMcive view O whether
records ane contel systove erral Cortroky meed e needs of e svaler aaNONy

7. W ook sporoprisie sction on af maters rased v epenand 10 maters Nougt fo 23 eltontion by istemal and
N reports from nlored and eterral sost ertarmne most

5 We consered wheer sy Mgation, nbites or dacioend evary®ing & should have sbout ks buarwes sctivly
COMMBTErts. averts of TANiaclions. Ooour rg either Qg e yoar Nckaling events tating place sffer e yoar
CQuring o aler the yoar-end, have & Trancisl Impact on v N0 & rewvant
i authorty and where apgropriate, have hcladed Pem
N the sconrting siorrents.

0. (For local councie onty) Trust Sunds Inchuding Das med o of Ba eporabiites where, 83 8 body
darable. N G cagaclly as w 0k monaging corporate, £ 8 & A0 mansgng trustes of 8 loow
TUSee we ducharpgnd o sccouriadity ual of Fvats
MponaIitos for Ty Andisaisets, includng
francisl reporieg and. I required. ndependent

| enwinaton o st |

MMM&NMWm.MMUMN’mNMMN
authority wil address he weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Staterment.

This Annual Governance Statoment was approved st o | Signed by the Chairman and Clork of the meeting where
meeting of the authortty on:  8pproval was given:
1&/0¢ /2022 | R .
8nd rocorded as minute reference.  Charman
G.357 Clork
WWW MIDDLELEVEL.GOV.UK
Annual Governance and Accountabiity Return 2021/22 Form 3 Pago 4 of 6
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22 for
BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

1. Balances brought
forward

2 (+) Procept or Retes and
Levies

18,

Tole/ Dalances and reserves af e beginning of the year
45 recored in the Snancisl records. Valve must agree ©
h?dm;w
raumumnhr%mnm ’
mamuum Exciade any gronts

q

3. (#) Total other receipts

2666

Mmumum“numm
0 procopt of ratesdevins received (tne 2). Inchude any
grants recoived

4 () Sl conts

(=

5. (-) Loan intarestcaptal
repayments

-

Total expenciure of pryrments Made 10 and on Dehar

Total expenciture of peyments of oaptel and intorest
made curng Ihe your on he authonky's borrowings (¥ amy).

6. ) Al other peyments

5/31.252' DoCk st stafl costs (e 4) ard ban irderestiapent

MWormumnuem
repayments (m 5)

7. (*) Balances caeied

Total balances and reserves af e and of the yeer. Must

| forward 66,653 &ﬂwmm-ww J
[ 8. Total v of cash and | T TR IS mmadwmwmmm
short term investnents 83,927 83,261 holdings and short tamm investments held as af 31 Merch -
ro“nmm
9. Totel fixed assets phus mmddnmumm i is made
ng 1o Investrents 470,000 470,000 w0 of aff 23 fxed assets and long m kvestments as af
and aasets =3 J1 Morch,
| 10. Yot bosrowngs The capital balance a8 of 31 Mavch of all loens
q 0 from thind parties (Inciuding PWLE)
| 11. (For Local Councis Only) The Counch, as & body corparate, acts 93 sole rustes for
Dscosure note e Trust funds and i responsble for maneging Truat funds of assats.
nchuding charfiatie) ! : 1

| cortély that for the yoar ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting

Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountablity

Reotumn have been prepared on oither a recelpts and payments

of income and expenditure basis olloning the guidence in
Governance and Accountabiity for Smaller Authorities ~ a
Praciioners’ Guide 1o Proper Practices and present falry
the financial position of this authority

Signed by Responsible Fi Officer before being
prosontod to the

24fo5[202C

Annusl Govermance and Retum 2021/22

Local Councils, Indernal Drainage Boards and other Smaler Authorites®

F:\Admin\Word\Bluntisham\mins\1.2.23

N.B. The Opues i Ihe accounting statements abowe do
Nt Inciuoe sy Thust iransactions

| confirm that these Accouning Statorments were
approved by this authority on Byis date:

tofob/2022

o3 recorded In minute reference:

B, 559

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements weore approved

Form 3
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD - DB0011

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
wmumwwnmmmbuuoymmmammu
lmited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carmed out In accordance with
Intermatonal Standards on Auditing (UK & ireland) and hence it does not provide the same levol of assurance that
such an audt would. The UK Govemnment has determined that a lower lovel of assurance then that provided by a ful
statutory aucit s appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levols of spending.

Under a lmited assurance review, the audior s responsibio for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annusl Governance
and Accountabiity Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptrolier and Auditor General. AGN 02 is avalable from the NAO website —

This authorty is responsible for ensuring that Bis financial management is adequate and offoctive and that L has &
sound system of intemal control. The autherity prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practicos which:

* sumMarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and

* confrms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant 1o our duties and responsibiltes as extemal
suditors

2 External auditor report 2021/22

aumuwmdmlm:uummuw(mwnﬁnuwu
1 800 2 of Bve AGAR i3 in accondance with Proper Practices and no oer saliers oM 10 Ll ATeCn giVing Cause R Conoam
pelevant IOQEation and reQUIRory eGuirsmets have not been met

malens not BMechng Cur COION WhiEh we O i 10 P Wirton of the aumorty”
AGAR wias not accurately completad Defore subemission 10r review. The AGAR had to be sent back for amendment.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22
We cartfy that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
mmmummuwmmwmmuhnmmu

Cuternal Audtor Narve

St At Swnre P fnrttsy (" Oote 11092022

* Note: the NAO ssuad Quidance sppicatie (o extermal audtors’ work on lmied ssmrance reviews in Audtor Guidance
AGNITZ. The AGN is avslable from the NAD wetsie (www.120.rp.uk) < 038

Anrual Govermance and Accountabiity Retum 2021722 Form § - Pagebol b
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b)  The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year
ended on the 31% March 2022, viz;

Whitin
Chartered mmn;gm
The Old Scnhosl Mouse Darttord Road!
March, Cavbrdpeshire, 1615 SAL
t O13Se A5

¢ marchipmhtngdp co ub

w whatingsilp co ub

BB/MWOS3
11 October 2022

Messrs. D Thomas, R Hill and § Ablett
Middie Level Offices

85 Whittlesey Road

March

Cambs

PE1S 0AM

Dear Messrs. D Thomas, R, MIll, and S Ablett,
MLC administered Internal Drainage Boards - Internal Audit 2021-2022

NMMMMINNMMWWMMM!WM&»WMM
the Middie Level Commissioners officers for the year ended 31 March 2022, we are pleased to provide
you with the following recommendations to be considered for implementation. We have included
some general points and some points which are related Lo specific boards.

General points
1. Asset Valuations and Insurances

It is noted that, whilst a large proportion of boards took the option to revalue for insurance
Purpases thedr pumping station and residential assets during recent years, there are still some
boards that have not followed sult. We have seen elsewhere that such revaluations have
mﬁmmﬂxdhuwMMMhm.muMnMnmww
remaining boards that have yet to carry out such an exercise do 30 at the earliest
Convenience. Should a pumping station or residential property require a complete rebuild
Mmﬂammoﬂcm.m%mmwum
MWsukaMmMmaM&lhﬁmmmmmbemwm
funds.

mmwmmmm:aw:&wmmmunmmwm
need for earlier review, that a revaluation exercise be performed for insurance purposes at
katm&mnmaﬂm)a!urdmu.%hwwmmw
increase in material and labour costs seen In recent times as a result of rising Inflation and
global material shortages. However we are pleased to note that boards are belng asked
whether they wish for insurance to be index linked going forward and would strong suggest
that all boards agree to this proposal.

L R b Al VL watac e

.y o - - bee - olmgev rv vow e - - ¢ v e . mevhe, @ Wity
ro e [ Sv e min o - P 4 mmsns ma ' . -y

PR AT DL D y LI A SRS LT bl L LA L1 E 1 L) LEL At vy Mtsiom WAL=
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1. Asset Valuations and Insurances - Continued

Client comment;

While we have put it to Boards to review pumping station valuations for Insuronce purposes,
@5 separate stotutory cuthorities It Is up to each Boord to review and approve what they
consider to be an approprigte valuation and your point concerning possible under-insured
amounts having to be funded directly by the Board following an event has been highlighted
previously. A number of Boords hove previously approved to Index link valuations and we
will be asking ofl Boards to consider this during the 2023 meetings, along with consideration
of current voluations. This is an areg clready progrommed to be reviewed every five yeors
and hapefully with Indexing we may not require such individual voluations going forward.

2. Employee Benefits - Vehicle Usage

In 2020 a high level tax case was brought by MM Revenue & Customs against Coca-Cola
European Partners Great Britain Limited relating to vehicles provided to employees of Coca-
Cola and whether these ‘dual purpose’ vehicles should be classed as a van or a car for benefit-
WM)Nmmth.WWdMOMM‘am
cab pickup as operated by some boards. The Court of Appeal ruled In favour of HVRC and,
a3 2 result HMRC are now reminding employers of the importance to ensure that they have
classified their vehicles correctly and as a result we would advise that this matter is kept
under review both now and Into the future to mitigate the risk of an unexpected tax bill
arising. We would advise that this Is considered across all boards going forward #f this is not
being taken Into account already,

Client comment:
%mmool"vmmpummuammmqummmol
vehicles. Generolly, we do not make chonges concerning odditional passenger/lood
copabilities to thot of the original monufecturer’s specification, which are refied upon
clongside the HMRC guidance when designating vehicles for taxation/ benefits in kind.
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3. Provisions

We are pleased to note that, in the main; provisions for amounts owing to and owed from
applicable boards, are being monitored and written back should the underlying potential
asset/liability be extinguished. There are still odd cases where provisions are “brought
forward and carried forward™ that relate In excess of the standard life of debt, being 6 years.
On review in some cases whilst the underlying rationale of these balances are ressonable,
we would question whether payments could still be enforced if chased, aside from in relation
to development contributions, As such we would encourage continued review of provisions
as a whole, with special consideration being made Lo aged provisions that have existed for a
demmwmmmdhhmmw
to us as part of the internal audit

mmmwmdedMMm[mth
mmhwmlmdﬂ.hmHMMMﬂlnﬂw
and approved.,

Client comment:

As part of the year end accounting procedures, provisions/belonces are looked ot on en
individual basls and decisions made on relevance as to retain or to write back.
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4. Budget figures

We note that Budget figures are prepared annually in advance, but we note these are not
updated In the late Autumn even when notable variances may have occurred for various
factors. Whilst not necessary to do so for all boards, we suggest that Chairmen of individual
Mnﬂnw&ﬂwmmw&udhﬁmaﬁawwlmmiatm
remainder of the year and distribute to Board members if they feel it appropriate due to
clrcumstances to date or anticipated.

mm«smmo«nmwzmmmmw:ouwmm
year due to the significant cost Increases that are currently well publicised in the media,
mmhmwwmdwmmanmcawmm
between Russia and Ukraine,

Client comment:

kmdﬂnﬂmmﬂoﬂa&w«cmﬂﬁmmmawmmm
during the course of the year. For those Boards that have a relevont meeting, this Is
reviewed by the Board ot their autumn/winter meeting. For oll other Boards the monitoring
exercise Is completed as ot the end of the calendor yeor, ot this point the majority of the
drain maintenance works have been completed, as would be any planned maintencnce works
ot pumping stotions. The expenditure to-dote Is then forecast to the end of the financial
year and compared o the budget and inftially sent to the chairman for review. Depending
mthowtcmo{thmitaﬁgmdudtpmtmmubmm
to hold an emergency meeting. However, It Is likely thot If there were an extroordinary
mmmmaummMcm'wmo«cmm«mm.
It Is not policy to update budgets depending on levels of expenditure but to use these as
comperative to analyse voriances of actual expenditure ogoinst.
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5. Surplus Funds

unw.mau'smwmmmmsmmmnuo
year high, all 1DB's need to consider investing thelr surplus funds, in order to achieve greater
return on public funds and to ensure value for money principles are observed and cash asset
values are not eroded overtime. We appreciate that in recent years interest rates would have
made such an exercise unfruitful when taking into account the associated admin cost involved
in such an undertaking. m.mdeleunmmmsto
combat rising inflation in the UK, we would advise that this & now an opportune time to
conduct such an exercise.

Client comment.

We have previously made arrangements with our bankers concerning the costs for the
provision of banking services and Interest which when odded together more than covered
tMcmswadﬁmmlwlyMMMthWmm As
mentioned, Interest rates In recent yeors have been negligidle end es responsible public
w:mwmdwmmmlmmcomowmqumw-mm
principle of the higher the reward the higher the risk applies. During this period we did re-
negotiate our banking arrangements and maintained the cost benefit In relation to the
provision of banking services. Although It Is correct thot the Bonk of England is increasing
Interest rates to combat inflation, rates will not motch/keep pace with (current) inflotion
and with the current spirolling fuel costs we olso need to ensure Boords have sufficient
liquidity to meet ongoing operational expenditure. We have plonned meetings with cur
mmmwlumma-mmmamwwmmmm
for longer term Investments.
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6. Rental of Land

It was previously noted that some ID8's were renting out land to tenants for less than market
mmmtwmur«mwmmwmmmm
applied.

We are happy to note that some IDB's have Increased the rental values of land to market
rates, although there are still some IDB's where the rental value is significantly below market
value and we advise that the market values are Increased for these boards to ensure value
for money principles are applied going forwards.

Client comment:

mmmwwmfammymmm«cmmum
mwmladWqum.Amdmmmmddm
dMMmm«wwmmamwwwww/wmmm
@s they ore not necessarily commerciclly viable. A number of Boards hove slamp land, which
canmnot be considered the same as general cgriculturel land for rental purposes. All Boards
fook to get the best rents avaliable, but these are relevont to the size and type of land being
let.
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Specific Points

Conington & Holme D8

We note that the pumping station owned by the board & Insured at less than the latest
revaluation amount, see below;

Insured value 610,000

Latest revaluation 685,630

Underinsured 75,630

We understand that the board took the conscious decision not to uplift the insurance value
hmmwmmmwwmw.umwm,
should any significant event occur, such as a major fire, resulting in the need to reimstate
the asset in full, the board run the risk of the shortfall which would require the use of surplus
balances to cover the resulting deficit in funds. We would therefore strongty recommend that
the board consider increasing the insured value to the revaluation figure.

Client comment:

Although as previously mentioned these points will be roised as ogende items your comments
m:«m«mwwwummnmmwmmmm.
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Waldersey IDB and Hundred of Wisbech IDB - Joint Pumping Arrangement

As In previous years It Is noted that there s a discrepancy between debtor held in Waldersey
108 and the creditor held in Hundred of Wisbech 1D8.

Waldersey DB - Debtor 25,936.9%
Hundred of Wisbech 1D - Creditor 25,500
Difference 436.95

We are pleased to note that this difference is insignificant for the current year. The
difference arises due to the accounts of Hundred of Wisbech ID8 being completed before
Waldersey 108, leading to a provision being required In the former’s books #n the absence of
more accurate information being available. The difference is adjusted in the following year's
Accounts for Hundred of Wisbech but in the short term could be considered slightly
misleading.

We note that there have been discussions to potentially amalgamate the two boards, this
would eradicate the anomaly. However, in the absence of this, we wonder whether there fs
cope to bring the mectings and account preparation periods in line to address this sue.

Client comment;

MmmmtotumrmlamcaaquMImqwa
the time of production of the yeor end occounting statements discussions were toking ploce
concerning potential changes to the contribution as o result of changes in lond use. A new
proposol hod been put forward which was broadly approved by both Boords.

There are no current plans to change meeting dates so as one set of accounts Is finalised
before the other there is likely to remain creditor/debtor position In both sets of accounts
cithough now that cil older balances have been cleored, any inyeor bolance should be
cleared, generolly o year In arrears.
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March East IDB

During our review it was noted that the onsite pumping station attendant’s payments were
not authorised during the year, the amounts charged by the attendant are similar to the
rental costs charged to the individual for occupying residential property owned by the
district. We understand that this arrangement has been agreed at board level to emsure
that the individual is not financially penatised in carrying out their duties for the board.
However, this treatment appears to be at 0dds with the amount charged being
disproportionate when compared to other ID8's that we have audited. We would advise
that these amounts most certainly should be authorised to ensure adequate controls are
maintained over the purchase function and we would also question how HMRC would
interpret the arrangement should they carry out any follow up review in the future.

Client comment:
Following a review In the previous [inanciol year residential property rent was re-cssessed
in-line with current guidance from MMRC, Al the same time the value of the attendant’s

seTVICeS was re-appraised. These reviews were opproved by the Board. There were no

changes proposed for 2022 so the original resolution remained unchanged. However, we
agree with your comments and both areas will be considered annuolly as separate egenda
terms.
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March Sixth DDC

During the course of our sudit we noted that the 2021/22 public rights notice had not been
published on the wedsite, we are pleased to note that following notification of this fact the
notice was promptly uploaded. We are satisfied that this is an fsolated incident but would
remind all boards of their obligation to comply with the requirements in this area and to
ensure that all relevant documents are published In a timety manner.

Client comment:
Every effort Is made to update the relevant pages of oll cuthorities in en efficient and

timely monner ond In accordance with the regulations. It should be noted that os well os
display on the website, notices are aiso displayed In paper formot withing the District.

Your comment Is noted and procedures will be amended concerning this for the future.

We take this opportunity to thank your staff involved 0 our audit for their assistance and
W.mmmmmumwonmmmm. We trust that the
engagement team have not caused significant disruption during the execution of thelr procedures.

Yours sincerely,

PR N .'Hj‘ .
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B.878 Appointment of Internal Auditor

The clerk reported that following the conclusion of tendering Whitings LLP have been appointed as
internal auditor for a five-year period commencing 1st April 2023 (financial years 2023/24 to

2027/28), viz;

middle level
commissioners

Internal Audit Tender Proposal to

Internal Drainage Boards and District Drainage
Commissioners under the administration of the
Middle Level Commissioners

November 2022

Whitings

Chartered Accountants Lp
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Executive Summary

Whitings LLP are a regional firm of Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers, based in 11
locations throughout East Anglia.

The firm has broad range of experience in dealing with internal and external audits, serving
a range of local organisations operating with the private and public sector.

On review of your invitation to tender we understand that the following requirements need
to be met:

e Subject the financial statements to internal audit in accordance with statutory
requirements.

* Upon conclusion of the internal audit prepare of a management letter to the board
detailing any deficiencies in the internal systems, recommending improvements in
addition to communicating whether in our opinion the organisation are ensuring value
for money is being achieved.

e Completion of the Internal Audit Report within the Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum

We have had the pleasure as serving as your internal auditors for several years and have
demonstrated our ability to meet the statutory deadlines set. We will strive to deliver this
whilst also providing the following benefits:

o Ensuring staff continuity from year to year

¢ Quoting and sticking to an agreed fee for the duration of the five year appointment

« Providing a comprehensive and personable service, building on the strong working
relationships that we already have with your organisation

e Pro-active in our approach to the engagement, seeking out ways to streamline the
Internal audit process to ensure minimal disruption to your day-to-day operations

Our fees for the first year ended 31 March 2024, excluding VAT, will be £21,250 (exc. VAT)
for the Internal Drainage Boards and District Drainage Commissioners administered by the
Middle Level Commissioners, a detailed breakdown of our fee structure for the five year
appointment can be found on page 10 of this document.

Our clients rightly demand a service that provides high quality, specialist expertise,
timeliness and cost effectiveness combined with local knowledge, an appreciation of local
Fenland circumstances and district needs. Whitings LLP, having been established in the local
area since 1928, have a proven track record of being able to meet these demands and
continue to review and develop its business practices to ensure that this remains the case for

many years to come,
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Your Requirements

You have asked us to quole for providing the following services for the Internal Drainage
Boards and District Drainage Commissioners administered by the Middle Level Commissioners:

+ Subject the financial statements to internal audit in accordance with statutory
requirements.

+ Upon conclusion of the internal audit prepare of a management letter to the board
detailing any deficiencies in the internal systems, recommending improvements in
addition to communicating whether in our opinion the organisation are ensuring value
for money is being achieved.

« Completion of the Internal Audit Report within the Annual Govemnance and
Accountability Retum

In order to obtain best value from our service, it 15 essential that our audit work is directed
towards areas of greatest risk. You have indicated that you will maintain the accounting
records, presenting our firm with accurate completed financial statements together with
relevant and supporting schedules and reconciliations as required in a timely fashion.

The first accounts to be internally audited shall be for the year ended 31 March 2024. We will

be able to carry out our work on these in accordance with your completion timetable which
we provisionally understand to be 30 June 2024,
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Our Audit Approach

Before the boards’ year end, we would anticipate a pre-planning meeting between the audit
team and members of the Middle Level Commissioners' finance team. At this meeting various
formalities such as the timing of our procedures will be agreed, together with the
identification of key audit areas. We would also at this stage confirm our understanding of
the company’s accounting systems and structure of internal controls.

This enables us to adopt an efficient and structured approach to risk assessment, analytical
appraisal of results and the tailoring of audit testing to ensure that your accounts comply
with all relevant legislation and regulations. The below internal audit strategy has been
designed to be a high level statement of how our audit approach will be delivered and

developed during the proposed engagement period.

Internal audit is an independent, objective assurance and pro-active consulting services
designed to add value and improve the Board's operations. It provides an independent and
objective opinion to the Board on the control environment that comprises risk management,
control and govermance.

All internal audit work will be undertaken with due regard to the requirements of Regulation
6 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations having cognition of the Practitioners Guide.

It covers aspects of all financial systems annually, rather than just on a strict 3 year
cyclical basis which is a fairly common alternative for Internal Audit functions, The plan is
for minimal ‘systems review' days as the financlal systems are undertaken on a common
basis due to the administration of the boards by the Middle Level Commissioners, so using a
risk based audit approach these only require to be audited on a sample basis across the
1DBs on an annual basis. The normal level of both System confirmation and Transaction
testing is set to ensure that some transactions of all individual boards within the Middle
Level Commissioners” administered area are covered each year such as will be appropriate
to the Board's level of activity and/or strength of assessed internal controls; nonetheless
all Boards will be covered in all areas across a 3 year period.

Even so, where tssues are identified , major internal control systems/personnel changes
occur , or problems are encountered in conduct or results of the internal audit then the
scheduled rota may be amended on year by year basis.

In addition, substantial work is carried each year on every Board on certain areas to ensure
compliance and correctness of the Annual Return form.
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The following list summarises the main work done and frequency, taking into account the
objectives set out in the Annual Internal Audit Report within the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return:

A -Return, Accounts & Completion (Annually)

Ensure IDB/DOC cashbook kept up to date

Ensure that monthly bank reconciliations are carried out

Check that verification of bank reconciliations has been carried out

Ensure that the annual return and accounting record opening and comparative
figures agree to prior years records

Ensure that figures stated on the annual return agree to underlying accounting
records

Checking casting and anthmetic of schedules

Review variance report and investigate reasons excessive varances

Ensure that the IDB/DDC publishes information on a free to access
website/webpage up to date at the time of the Intemal audit

Ensure that the IDB/DDC has complied with the publication requirements as set
out In the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015

B - Purchases (Cyclically)

Ensure that the IDB/DDC has complied with its financial regutations and these
are reviewed with sufficient regularity by the board

Check proper purchase authority s recorded by the board in relation to
IDB/DDC payments

Carry out walkthrough testing in relation to IDB/DDC purchase system
Agreement of purchase ledger balances to trial balance

Ensuring payment of principal and interest in respect of loans is in accordance
with agreed terms

Confirm list of payments issued agrees to minutes

Ensure that individual purchases are authorised by a relevant person
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C - Minutes, Value for Money, Risk Management, Ethical Standard and
Sustainability (Annually)
Minutes

Review of minutes to check that risks relating to the boards are discussed
Ensure that a formal risk assessment is carried out by the board

Review the budget setting process

Review minutes for unusual or extraordinary activities

Check insurance review

Value for Money

*  Ensure that value for money principles are being observed
* Obtain relevant tenders for capital purchases to ensure VFM principles are
being considered.

Risk Management

* Ensure that the boards risk register is kept up to date and adequately covers
potential areas of risk facing the board.

*  Ensure that risk factors are taken Into account In the board’s decision making
and implementation processes

Ethical Standards and Sustainability

* Ensure that decisions are made in an ethical manner by the board, bearing in
mind environmental and other socioeconomic circumstances/responsibilities
within the local community.

* Ensure that ethics is taken into account within the boards defined policies

* Ensure that long term sustainability is being taken into account in operational
decistons.

D - Budget and Variance Analysis (Cyclically)
*  Review vanance analysts tssued by the board
* Check that progress against budgets are regularly monitored
* Check that budgets are used for determining rates for the following year
* Review accruals for reasonableness and completeness

E - Sales (Cyclically)
*  Perform walkthrough testing on the IDB/DDC rates system, including the
treatment of special levies
* Review any rates write offs and ensure received board approval
* Perform walkthrough testing of other sales made by IDB/DDCs
* Review minutes to ensure all expected other income has been received and
banked

6

V)
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F - Petty Cash (Cyclically)

Not applicable at present, no petty cash function for any IDB/DDCs currently
administered.

G - Wages (Cyclically)

- - - -

Performance of wages walkthrough

Ensure that authorisation granted for overtime paid
Review of P11Ds (where applicable)

Ensure that non-pay rolled staff have been correctly taxed

Confirm contractor expenses Lo invoices and that pay rates and payments are
authorised within the minutes by the board

H - Assets (Cyclically)

Vouch additions and review sales of fixed assets in the year

Ensure assets are adequately covered by IDB/DDC insurance policies

Ensure that asset movements in the year are reasonable and consistent with
prior years

Review fixed assets for indicators or impairment, both through physical review
and by reference to the minutes

I - Bank (Annually)

Ensure that regular reconciliations have occurred In the year and that these
are reviewed by a senjor individual within the finance department
Recalculation of interim and year end bank reconciliations, ensuring clearance
of any outstanding payments or lodgements following the reconciliation date
Ensure that cashbook entries are based on transactions as made rather than
in order of appearance on the bank statements

Consideration of treasury management, including returns where significant
bank balances are held by IDB/DDCs

J - Trial Balance & Nominal (Cyclically)

Ensure Opera trial balance transferred to the accounts correctly

Scrutinise creditors, accruals, dedtors and prepayments

Identify any transactions that are held within the audited figures that relate
to prior or future periods

Review and scrutiny of adjustment journals posting during the year and as part
of the year end accounts process

All financial systems are to be documented and reviewed on an annual basis to provide the
required level of assurance. Where appropriate probity audit work will be undertaken and
the propriety, accuracy and recording of transactions sample tested,

7

W
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In addition to the main work carried out on each board, the below areas are also considered
to be valuable components in delivering a high guality and well-rounded internal audit
service,

Consultancy and Advice

Internal Audit will be available to assist the Board with control or operational isues,
During the year there might be emerging risks or tssues that need an independent view or
review. In addition, internal audit will be pro-active with suggestions and advice to
management from information gained through experience, other organisations and
networking groups.

Anti-fraud, Bribery and Corruption

Internal Audit will be pro-active in counter fraud work., Although it is not a function of
Internal Audit to detect fraud, bribery and corruption (this is a responsibility of management
and good system control) work will be undertaken to help ensure there are adequate systems
and procedures Lo highlight potential instances.

Value for Money (VFM), Risk Management, Ethical Standards and Sustainability

As a part of the internal audit review, systems and controls established by management to
secure VFM, risk management, ethical standards and sustainability will be examined and
evaluated, Matters of an overall nature are also addressed within the annual work
programme. Auditors may initiate, conduct or participate additionally in special reviews in
these areas where need arises,

The above covers Boards administered throughout the year by MLC but where a new Board ts
added to the group administration facility, a special additional / fuller review will occur in
the first year of involvement.

At the completion of each audit a report will be produced and released to the Middle Level
Commissioners for distribution to the Boards. This report details the terms of reference and
scope of the audit, findings, recommendations and a management action plan. An executive
summary that includes an audit opinion on controls will also be included.

An annual internal audit report shall be produced to the Board to provide an overall opinion
on controls and detail the audit work for the year,
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About Whit LLP

Whitings LLP are a regional firm of Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers. At the time
of writing, the firm has 12 partners and 7 associates who are supported by approximately 165
staff. The firm operates from 11 offices within the East Anglia counties of Cambridgeshire,
Norfolk and Suffolk. We are registered by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England
& Wales to undertake audit work,

Due to the size of the firm we are able to offer our clients with a comprehensive range of
services whilst also providing specific insights into industry sectors which represent the key
sectors that our client base operates within, these are detailed below:

Service Offerings

Audit and Assurance

Business Support

Business Tax

General Practice

IT Services

Payroll

Private Client Tax

Probate and Estate Administration
Start Ups

Tax Enquiry and Investigation Service
Wealth Management

Sector Specialisms

Agriculture and related industries
Construction

Contractors

Creative Industries
Manufacturing

Not for Profit

Property

Retail

Road Haulage

Technology

More comprehensive information on the firm, its services, specialisms and culture can be
found on the website www.whitingslip.co.uk
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Our Fees

We believe the fee scales we propose for this assignment are competitive and reflective of
the work required to ensure compliance with relevant laws and regulations. We do not
compromise on quality by issuing tenders for audit assignments that are clearly uneconomic.

Our fees for the year ended 31 March 2024 will be £21,250 (exc. VAT) for the Internal Drainage
Boards and District Drainage Commissioners administered by the Middle Level Commissioners.

With regard to fees for future years, we would expect, on the assumption that the level of
activities and quality of accounting records do not alter significantly that our fees would rise
by no more than in line with our wage rate inflation, assumed to be 5% per annum. If, through
efficiencies that we can introduce, we can provide the same services at a lower guide fee,
then we shall pass on this discount to you,

On this premise, we quote the following four years' fees, excluding VAT, as: -

2024-25 £22,300
2025-26 £23,400
2026-27 £24,600
2027-28 £25,800

For normal ongoing continuous supply services, the initial payment request issued will not be
a tax invoice for VAT purposes but will include a notional amount for VAT. On receipt of your
payment a tax invoice will be issued to enable you to recover input tax where applicable.
However, please note that a VAT involce will be issued in certain rare circumstances for
exceptional “non-continuous”™ work only.

You will be billed at appropriate intervals during the course of the year. We would expect
mast of the fees to be billed in a single fee note raised soon after the completion of the
Internal Audit Report and issue of our management letter to the board. We would also propose
to raise fee notes for any further specially agreed work on a quarterly basks. Payment of fees
will be due within 30 days of the date of the payment request.

F:\Admin\Word\Bluntisham\mins\1.2.23



Key Personnel and Career Summaries

Our philosophy is to provide each client with a dedicated team responsible for their affairs,
thus ensuring that we can provide both expertise and continuity of service.

All our audit staff are either qualified or studying for professional qualifications in either AAT,
ACCA, or ACA. Our partners, associates and staff undertake a vigorous ongoing programme of
continuing professional development, to maintain high technical standards.

Over many years we have experienced extremely high levels of staff retention, enabling us
to staff audits with the same individual's year on year. This allows us to accumulate high
levels of background understanding of your organisation and these mature relationships with
clients makes two way communication both easy and friendly.

The proposed core audit team will be:

Your Audit Principle

It is Intended that the audit principle responsible for this assignment will be Ben Beech, an
Associate of the firm who is based at our March office. Ben began working for Whitings in
2011, qualifying as a Chartered Accountant in 2016, He is in charge of the firm’s audit and
assurance offering within the Fenland and surrounding areas, dealing with many of the firm’s
larger clients operating in a range of sectors. He is also involved in the monitoring and
development of the firm’s professional standards and compliance procedures.

Your Relationship Manager

Your designated relationship manager for this assignment will be Aston Hinson who is also
based at our March office. Aston has worked with Ben for many years supporting him in the
provision of high quality audits to some of the firm's largest clients. Aston is also part of the
firms Not for Profit team, assisting these organisations with their accounting and tax
requirements.

Your Audit Team
The audit team will include a range of staff appropriate to the varying tasks involved ranging
from qualified accountants to junior accounts technicians.

F:\Admin\Word\Bluntisham\mins\1.2.23



Appendix A - Internal Audit Plan - Year Ending 31 March 2024

The below is an indication of the number of working days required to carry out the internal
audit of the 29 Internal Drainage Boards and District Drainage Commissioners under the
administration of the Middle Level Commissioners. As a result, and taking into account the
engagement timeframe, we are confident that we will be able to meet the deadlines set.

Audit Areas Planned Days
Planning - discussions, clarification,

summarising, AGAR requirement review 4

Systems - review and confirmation work 20
Transactions - testing and verification 20
Completion - collation of issues and

recommendations, enquiries of

management, reporting via the AGAR and

management letter 6

TOTAL 50
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x B - List of

Benwick Internal Drainage Board

Bluntisham Internal Drainage Board

Churchfield and Plawfield Internal Drainage Board
Conington and Holme Intemal Drainage Board

Curf and Wimblington Combined Internal Drainage Board
Euximoor Internal Drainage Board

Haddenham Level Drainage Commissioners

Hundred Foot Washes Internal Drainage Board

Hundred of Wisbech Internal Drainage Board

Manea and Welney District Drainage Commissioners
March West and White Fen Internal Drainage Board
March East Internal Drainage Board

March Fifth District Drainage Commissioners

March Sixth District Drainage Commissioners

March Third District Drainage Commissioners

Needham and Laddus Internal Drainage Board
Rightlayers Internal Drainage Board

Nordelph Internal Drainage Board

Over and Willingham 1DB

Ramsey First (Hollow) Internal Drainage Board

Ramsey Fourth (Middlemoor) Internal Drainage Board
Ramsey Upwood and Great Raveley Internal Drainage Board
Ransonmoor District Drainage Commissioners

Sawtry Internal Drainage Board

Sutton and Mepal Internal Drainage Board

Swavesey Internal Drainage Board

Upwell Internal Drainage Board

V/aldersey Internal Drainage Board

Warboys, Somersham and Pidley Internal Drainage Board
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B.879 Defra IDB1 Returns

The Clerk referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2021/2022 which the Board noted and
approved, viz;

Internal Drainage Boards in England Wﬁm

Annual Report for the year ended Food & Rural Affairs

31 March 2022

The Law - the following annual report is provided in accordance with Paragraph 4 of Schedule 2 1o the Land
Drainage Act 1991.

No later than 31 October 2022 a copy must be provided to:
* Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affsirs, Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management
Division, Floor 3, Seaccle, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF via flood. reports fdefra gov, uk

» National Flood and Coastal Risk Manager (Strategic Defivery), The Environment Agency, Horizon House,
Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH via ames addicott @environment-agency.gov.uk

¢ The Chief Executives of:
- all local authorities that pay special levies to the Board;
~ all County Councils or London Boroughs within which the Board is situated.

Hommpbbﬂn'amdodroniudly.lyounumbhbmmmﬂumdm.plmmpbb
in BLOCK LETTERS using black Ink.

Please round all cash figures down 1o nearest whole £.

lummmmm

Section A - Financial information

Preliminary information on special levies issued by the Board for 2022-23

Information requested below is essontial in caiculating future formuta spending share. It is not covered
elsowhere on this form or by the external auditor's certificate

Special levies Information for financial year 2022-23 (forecast)

Name of local authority 2022-23 forecast £

1. HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 12,176
2 - |
3. N ]
4 - N .

o .

8. - _ N 7
. 7,—__~
o } ———

Total - ' 12,176

DEF-1DB1 (Rev, 07/22) Page 1 of 10
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Section A - Financial information (continued)

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31 March 2022

governance statements March 2017
Notes 31 March 2022 €
INCOME
1. Drainage Rates 6.119
2. Special Levies 12,176 |
3. Higher Land Water Contributions from the | ™
_____Environment
4. Contributions recaived from developers/other I
__beneficiarios | —
5. Govemnment Grants (includes capital grants from EA 0
6. PSCAs from EA and other RMAs 0
7. Lm | o\
8. Rechargeable Works | 0
9. Interest and Investment Income 6
10. Rents and Acknowledgements 0
11. Other Income 1,600
| - - o ' 1 ‘
Total income 21,161
| EXPENDITURE
12. New Works and improvement Works | 1223
13. Total precept to the Environment Agency 1,897
14. Waltercourse maintenance 9,723
15. Pumping Stations, Sluices and Water level control ‘ 107“;‘
struclures R ‘
16. Administration 7,109
17. PSCAs 0
' 18. Rechargeable Works 0
19. Finance Charges 0
20.SSSIs 0
21.108 Biodiversity and conservation (other than tom 20 ”34
L expondituro) N | - =
22. Other Expenditure 148
Total expenditure | 31,252
DEF-DB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 20010
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EXCEPTIONAL [TEMS
23. Profits/(losses) arising from the disposal of fixed |
assels

l 0
| Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit) for the year | (10.081)
EI.WHFMMnumhm ' 302 |
26. Grant income not apphied in year 1 o]
DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 3ol 10
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Notes:

11.mdlmlmwsmmwQu(uombmwhmaw
accounts).

12.Sunmmumtdmmmmmmmmmmmnm
depreciation charges of all major schemes that have been capitalised. You should also include a fair
proportion of the support costs directly associated with delivery of the schemes.

13.3m-mowwmmmmmumumwusmww.h
accordance with section 141 of the Water Resources Act 1991, Providing that the precept has been
MMQWWIMM&W&M&M.MMNMMW
against the amount of contribution, in accordance with section 140 of the Water Resources Act 1991,
Where the Board knows with certainty the outcome of any such appeal, it should also include the
appropriate accrualprepayment.

14.8&‘mbmdﬂdﬁhh~mwdmm.mmmbdﬂhw
mm.mam.mm%m.mmmmmnmm.u
proportion of the overheads such as depotworkshop costs, employment on-costs, insurances and
depreciation, otc. vwmmm.lwmdmmmammm
delivery of the maintenance programme.

1s.suudmwmmwmmwmm.mmmm
control siructures. Plant, vehicle and labour charges should include a fair proportion of the overheads such
ummmmmmw.mvwmmm
o&mdhmﬁmMWﬂmeﬂthm
stations, siuices and water level control structures.

16.M“Mdnﬂh@ﬂﬂ.d«mm.mmam&w
ucmmw.wmwmmmmw.mmaz
slalionery. printing, advertising, auditing of accounts, general insurances and all other costs associated
mmuw.mmmammmsmmwmm“dm
associaled with the delivery of front line services.

17. State all costs associated with the PSCA

1a.sueumwwwmmmrammmmmlmdmm
wmoHerNMMuwhopm.Wm.m
and depreciation, elc. szmwm.umauwmmww
undertaking the rechargeable work.

19.wmmomtqummhmaammmnmm.

m.&nwmwmmmm-awam-mumb
achieve favourable condition on Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSis). In most cases, these costs will
umnmnmmuouhsssowwmemnuuussssm
Restoration Plans.

21.smumwmamm-mammm-nummw»m
MM(WWMM‘MSSSB).MMB”MDNWhW
mmuh.nOEsmmMamw.wuummm

&.mummm.muammuwww.m,mwm
deficits (for example plant and labour absorption accounts).

a.r«mmdmumummmpmmmmmum
and the cost of the asset less accumulated depreciation,
24. Total balance of developer fund year end.

25. Unspent grant at year end.

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 40of 10
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Section B —IDB Reporting

Policy Delivery Statement
meum-mmmmmmnbmhum e
Government's policy aims and objectives. ﬂhWMMmhwﬂMmﬂguﬂ
websiles where they have them and reviewed every three yoars.

hmwhﬂuahﬁunﬂinphﬂmpﬂuuﬂblu}
provided 10 Defra, and EAY ... s s e e s ‘ruE HnD

Biodiversity
Please indicate whether your Board has a Biodiversity Action Plan.................. — s o v A ( “E hbD

If *yes” -MMHWMMMMmmr
website?. SRR 2 )« I V) I

Have you reported progress on BAP implomentation on your web site?...............  Yes E No l:|

When was biodiversity last discussed al a Board meeting (date)?........... S— 'lhbémzz [

SSSI water level management plans
MMMMmrMhmhﬁﬁmmlmme
plans?.... R B - _— ..Yes[ ] No[X]

if so, which ones:

Area of SSSI with IDB water lovel management plans. ................

kuus_?mmlmmmmm“mumumm
DEF-IDB1 (Rev 07/22) Page 5 of 10
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NudSSSIMmIDemwwmnw.dGunmurMbmWamwn

condition?
—

S— -

Access to environmental expertise

Doocmloer.nmubonwmumﬂ If 50 please tick all those options below thro
which environmental expertise is regularly provided 1o your IDS; b

Appropriately skiled Board Members (e.g amwm.nam«nnuwwm
Co-opted members

Asset Management
memmuyouraoerdmnowmmabmm

ADIS
Paper Records
Other Electronic System

mmwmbmmmwm
asset databases on an annual basis? Yu@ NoD

munmmawmmm)whmmum7
9.2

How many pumping stations does the Board operate?

|1

muummmamm-mmo)(mmlmmm

Health and Safety

mnmm.wmm&mmmm7 Yu@ NoD
Does the Board have a responsible officer for Health and Safety? ves X nNo[]
mmmmwmmmmm YuD No@

If s0, please summarise in the box below:

DEF-ID81 (Rev.07/22) Page 6 of 10
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Guidance and Best Practice

Has your IDB adopted a formal Scheme of Delegation? YHE H:ID
Has your IDB provided training for board members in the last year in the any of the following areas?

hmhﬂ':wﬂhnbmnﬂmmihhﬁmnﬂwﬂ{hrﬂmbm
audited accounts, programmes of works, WLMPS, ete) ... RT— YﬁE Hn[:]

Has your board published all minutes of meetings on the website?......_ ...y E No []
Does the Board publish information on its website on its approach to maintenance works and provide contact
detalls 1o allow for and encourage public engagement? YuE NnD

When planning maintenance and capital works are environmental impacts taken into account and wherever
possible best practice applied? YuE N¢|:]

Has your Board adopted the following govemance documents?

Standing Orders . ST ——— ] )~ I ' I |
musmm been approved by Ministers . SRR 7 /4 B T I
BYOMIWS ..........cooiiei ottt oot iesasssonsn s e e ettt et see e s eeeeee vesDd No[]

11— Yes D No [

Hmhnnmmmwm YHE HuD
Code of Conduct for Board MemBers. ... ... e ooeeesies es e Yes X No []
DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Pun: 7ol 10
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FINancial ROQUIBBONS.............c... . ceuecre o coeserneenanenssss o eeesnsseesmss e Y08 0 N0 [
Register of Membor's INIBrests........................ccc.ecoorovecreeeeerorrieserrsisscsrnne oo Y8 0 No [

Board membership and attendance

How many Board members (In total — elected and appointed) do you have on your IDB? |7 1
Seats available o appointed members under the Land Drainage Act 1991, 7 |
Number of elected members on the board al year end. ‘d _

Number of appointed mombaers on the board at year end.
Mnammdmmhmﬂmﬁmmmm

last financial year overme 4
Mean average number of appointed members in atiendance al each board meeting over P

the last financial year. | ]
Have you held elections within the last three years?....................... ves [ No [] na [
Did elections comply with the requirements specified by the Secretary of State under 28 of the
Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations 19387, Yes No ] wa []
Complaints procedure

Is the procedure for a member of the public to make a complaint about the IDE accessibie from the front page
of its website?. ......... B ——————— Yes [ No
Number of compiaints received in the financial year? u_

Number of complaints cutstanding in the financial year? bﬂ 1
Number of complaints referred to the Local Government Ombudsman? [n_ 4'
Number of complaints upheld by the Local Government Ombudsman? 0

Public Engagement
MMmEmMMMHmMEhMMhEMIHMEu]bdcmz
Press reieases D
News'ellers

Web site

Meetings

Shows/events (including open days/inspections)

Consuttations []

Noticos 4
Percentage (in value) of drainage rates outstanding at year end?

hﬂ.?1'ﬁ

DEF-ID81 (Rev.07/22) Page 8 of 10
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Section B: NOTES
Guidance and Best Practice

HamMMdeMde“mb*?hm@hbm&bn.ﬁaM
omwutmmmmmwhummmmmtmmmmm
external stakeholders,

Board membership and attendance

When referring to elected members of the Board, this refales 1o the number of landowners/drainage rate
payers that are elecied to the Board.

mmbmmdum.mmmbmmwmmwwm
local authorities 1o represent the local council taxpayers.

mMmbmmwwdwmmmhmnmu
mmm-mamuwuamdmwwaam
attendance,

With regard to elections, under Schedule 1 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, elecied members should hold
office for three years, at which point a further election is heid When elections are held, they should comply
mmwmwmmdumonw(MdMQM)w
1838 - to advertise and notify local stakeholders accordingly.

DEFADB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 9 of 10
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Section C - Declaration

lummmmm

| confirm that the information provided in sections A-C or with this form is cormect.

Signature J&;M L4 o

Date _1AY

Name in BLOCK LETTERS MISS SAMANTHA ABLETT

Designation ASSISTANT TREASURER

Email address I."_“"Wm"‘""* "J
DEF-IDB1 (Rev 07/22) Page 10 of 10
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RESOLVED

It was agreed that an item should be included on agendas for member training.

B.880 Review of Internal Controls

The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls and
determined that no further controls were required.

B.881 Risk Management Assessment

a) The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with their current Risk Management Policy.

b)  The Board considered and approved the insured value of their buildings, viz;

BLUNTISHAM IDB
INSURED VALUE OF FIXED ASSETS

PUMPING STATION
As At

1st April 2021

BARLEY CROFT PUMPING STATION 470,000.00

470,000.00

B.882 Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities

The Clerk reported that, as resolved at its’ last meeting, the Board will continue with a limited
assurance review and not take advantage of the audit exemption available for smaller public bodies
with income and expenditure less than £25,000.

RESOLVED

To continue with a limited assurance review as has been carried out in previous years.

B.883 Exercise of Public Rights

The Clerk referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited
Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of
Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return.
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B.884 Payments made from 1st April 2022 to 31st December 2022

The Clerk reported on payments made from 1st April 2022 to 31st December 2022, viz;

BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

Pay 202212023 (15t April 2097 - 315t 2022

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance, removal of blackage from pump
D & M K Green - Work and diesel for temporary pumps for removal of blockage from pump
Lattenbury Services Ltd - Drain maintenance

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

Environment Agency - Precept

R & S Anderson & Son - 1CB hire for removal of blockage from pump

WRE - Membership contribution 2022/23

Lattenbury Services Ltd - Pump hire for removal of blockage fram pump ((Selwood Hire)
Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance

Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of insurances

PKF Littlejohns LLP - Audit fee (2021/2022 accounts)

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Production of Board report, planning and development applications)
Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone charges

Middle Level Commissioners - Contribution (Environmental Officer)

Middle Level Commissioners - Internal audit fees (Whiting & Partners, 2021-2022 accounts)
Environment Agency - Precept

Middle Level Commissioners - Repair vent pipe at pumping station

Middle Level Caommissioners - Pumping station maintenance

(MB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax

RESOLVED

That the Board approved payments made from 1st April 2022 to 31st December 2022.

B.885 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2023/2024

1,282 .46
2.830.60
7,740.00
185.76
967.22
267.00
150.00
6,216.66
452.40
44450
240.00
210.00
2.676.78
352.50
555.00
967 22
485.15
185.76

26,245.01

The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage rates in
respect of the financial year 2023/2024 and were informed by the Clerk that under the Land
Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on
agricultural hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be respectively

33.80% and 66.20%, viz;
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1 Channel Maintenance
2 Pumping Station
Repairs and Renewals

Eleciricity
Labour

3 Administration

Insurances
Administration

4 EA Precept

o Improvement works

LESS Deposit Accounts interest, efc

ELUNTISHAMINTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

Last years rate set 13.00p raised -

F:\Admin\Word\Bluntisham\mins\1.2.23

BUDGET 2023/2024
Approved budget| Probable Actual|  Estimated
£ £ £
5.100 1.500 * 6.100 =
1 650 6831 © 1.700
2 500 3.500 © 5750 ¢
1.600 1.550 1.600
500 450 500
7.500 7.350 7.500
2 000 1.034 1.002
0 0 0
20 850 23115 25 142
000 6407 F 1.084 ®
19,860 16,618 24 058 ™
18,205
15.00p Rate required 17.200 p

Eemarks

A - Majority of works completed March 2022
and included in 2021/22 financial figures.
Budget provision made to cover ¢ osts.

B - Includes provision for works required - 5,000
Chairman to report

C - Includes pump/equipment hire for removal

of bloc kage at pump 5.181

D - Estimate for usage in year

E - Esfimate for likey usgae based on c urrent
contract prices

F - Includes receipt from Hansons for costs

to remove blockage 8,182

G - Assumes for minimal interest and average
highland water payment

H - Does not include provision for possible:

- weedstreen cleaning improvements
- write-back of prior period provisions



Bluntisham Internal Drainage Board

Rate and levy requirements 2022/2023

Under Section 37 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, the appropriate proportions in which the net
expenditure of the Board must be borne for 2023//2024
are: -

a)  Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector — 33 .80%

b)  Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to Huntingdonshire District Council -
66.20%

The product of arate of 1p in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £473

In 2023/2024 arate of 1p together with corresponding Special levy would raise £1.399

Estimatedrevenue cash balance in hand at 31** March 2023 without transferring anv balance to
the pumping plant replacement fund is - £28 000

Estimated balance in the Boards Asset Replacement Fund at 31% March 2023 without
transferring anv balance from the general fundis £36,000.

The estimated net expenditure of £24,058 1n 2023/2024, which does not include provision for
weedscreen cleaning improvements is equivalent to:-

a) aratein the £ on Agricultural land and buildings of 17.20p and
b)  a Special levv on Huntingdonshire District Council of £15926.

In 2022/2023 a rate of 13.00p in the £ was set together with a Special levy of £12.176 on
Huntingdonshire District Council to raise £18, 295 towards estimated expenditure of £19 860

The estimated expenditure for 2023/2024 does not include provision for the cost of future

pumping plant replacem ent.

D CTHOMAS

Cletk to the Board

Januarv 2023
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RESOLVED
i)  That the estimates be approved.
i)  That a total sum of £20,981 be raised by drainage rates and special levy.

iii)  That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage rates
and to be met by special levy are £7,092 and £13,889 respectively.

iIv) Thata rate of 15.0p in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the District.

v)  Thata Special levy of £13,889 be made and issued to Huntingdonshire District Council for the
purpose of meeting such expenditure.

vi) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special levies and to
the special levy referred to in resolution (v).

vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levy by such statutory powers as
may be available.

B.886 Date of Next Meeting

The Clerk reminded Members that the next Meeting of the Board would be held on Friday 9" June
2023 at 10.30am at Hanson’s Site Office, Needingworth.

B.887 Any Other Business

) Members wished it to be noted that they were not in favour of amalgamating with any
other Board at this time

i) The Board’s wished to record their thanks to David Thomas who was due to retire at the
end of March.

iii) A request was made to check if the Pike and Eel planning application would affect the
Board in any way — App reference 20/025274.
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