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CONINGTON AND HOLME INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

 

Telephone: DD (01354) 602003                                                                 Middle Level Offices 

                                                                                                                          85 Whittlesey Road 

E-mail: enquiries@middlelevel.gov.uk                MARCH 

             www.middlelevel.gov.uk                                                                                  Cambs 

              PE15 0AH 

 

 

27th May 2022 

 

 

 

 

Mr Chairman, lady and gentlemen 

 

 

Meeting of the Board 

7th June 2022  

Tuesday 14th June 2022 

Thursday 7th July 2022 

 

 I enclose the Agenda for the Meeting of the Board to be hosted at the Admiral Wells Inn, Holme 

at 10.00 am on Thursday 7th July 2022. 

 

 Luncheon will be provided at the conclusion of the Meeting. 

 

 To avoid paying for food that is not required please confirm in advance that you WILL BE 

STAYING for the meal. 

 

 Please telephone or e-mail to confirm your attendance as soon as possible. 

 

 

Yours truly 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 
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To the Chairman and the Members of the Conington and Holme Internal Drainage Board 

 

A G E N D A 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

 

 

 

2.       Declarations of Interest 

 

 Members to declare any interests relating to the agenda. 

 

 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

 

 To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 8th June 2021. 

(Copy pages 13 - 27) 

 

 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 

 

 

5. Vacancy in Membership 

  

To consider filling of the vacancy in the membership of the Board in Area 2 caused by the 

resignation of Mr P J Davies. 

 

  

 

6. Appointment of District Officer. 

 

 To appoint the District Officer. 

 

 

 

7. Election of Board Members 

 

The Clerk will report that the term of office of the Members of the Board will expire on the 31st 

October 2022 and will submit the proposed register of electors which is applicable to the 2022 

election. 

 

 

 

 

8. Great Fen Project 

 

 Further to minute B.1055, the Clerk to report that he raised the question but received no reply. 
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9. East Coast Main Line Level Crossing Closure Programme 

 

 Further to minute B.1056, the Chairman to report. 

 

 

 

10. Catchwater Drain, upstream of Cooks Lane 

 

 Further to minute B.1058, the Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

11. Inspection - Conington Pumping Station 

 

 Further to minute B.1059, the Chairman to report. 

 

 

 

12. Clerk's Report 

 

 The Clerk advises:- 

 

i) COVID-19 Actions 

 

That the majority of control measures have been removed now and normal office working has 

resumed (with the exception of trialling a degree of flexible working, which has been shown to 

be effective following the previous periods of enforced home working). Impacts now are largely 

confined to the high rates of COVID-19 illness cases in the UK. 

 

 ii)      Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

 That an eighth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 12th April 2022. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key 

points and resolutions follows; 

 

 

It was recorded that there had been a number of MLC staff changes over the period. These 

included the retirement of Deb Watts, Katie Hunt and Malcolm Downes. Also, Sarah Lemmon 

and Richard Lloyd had handed in their notice. New members of staff replacing them and linked 

with some restructuring of the finances and admin departments were Dave Bantoft (M&E 

Engineer), Sarah Bowd (Accounts Assistant), Polly Tombleson (PA Secretarial) and Claire 

Collings (Secretarial). 

 

It was reported that following the successful telemetry grant bit for Local Levy £125K in grant 

had been secured and consequently an order had been placed for in excess of 45 new telemetry 

outstations. The MLC have tested the new system with the six stations they commissioned and 

were satisfied with its operation. 
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Training for Board members was covered and it was noted that ADA provide online training 

videos. Various methods for delivering these and recording attendance was discussed and it 

was finally resolved that the best way forward would be to ask all members to watch one or two 

videos a year and to record when they had been viewed. A record of who had watched which 

video would be retained and this information recorded at Board meetings and used to support 

DEFRA IDB1 returns. 

 

A proposal to move from time charges to lump sum annual fees for planning and consenting 

matters was discussed and it was agreed that a proposal to move to this more efficient and 

effective way of working would be put to each Board. For similar reasons it was resolved that 

a proposal should be put forward which would reduce the scale of content reported to Boards 

under planning matters. 

 

Inflationary pressures were touched upon and it was recognised that if this continues there will 

be pressure placed upon Boards to raise their rates more than has occurred in recent years. It 

was also recognised that along with these inflationary pressures there were increasing demands 

(with legal backing) evolving in relation to environmental gains and Boards should be aware of 

the costs of delivering on these. Examples are the government’s commitment to protect 30% of 

all land by 2030 for the environment and of the Doubling Nature initiative in Cambridgeshire. 

 

An update on work in relation to climate change and carbon reduction was given. Work 

currently in hand comprises of production of a carbon baseline for the MLC. Once complete 

the scale of the challenge to target carbon neutrality will be known and work will be undertaken 

to identify possible opportunities for reduction and mitigation, prior to production of a policy 

statement. During these next stages it is expected that Boards associated with the MLC will be 

similarly assessed and plan proposals made for them. 

 

  

 

iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

  

That the 84th Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday the 10th 

November 2021. 

 

The Conference was once again held virtually and was split into two parts; the Conference 

in the morning and AGM in the afternoon. It is expected that, whilst in future years it is 

hoped to return to a face-to-face format, the clear separation between conference and 

AGM is likely to be retained. 

 

Speakers this year included Rebecca Row MP (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State – 

Defra), Dieter Helm (economist) and Lord De Ramsey (then President of ADA). 

 

Topics covered included the challenges of climate change and the need to step up to the 

plate in delivering on the aim to achieve a net zero target as soon as possible, the 

importance of partnership working and the importance of agriculture in feeding the 

nation. The latter included the need to better educate the population, who clearly desire 

to move forward on delivering climate change and ecological objectives, but do not fully 

appreciate the role of agriculture, its real impacts or even properly understood where and 

how food is sourced. One example given that challenged a common assumption that 

agriculture was bad for the environment was that recent monitoring of CO2 release had 
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shown that a well irrigated peat field of onions released less CO2 than adjacent dry 

grassland. 

 

In his speech Lord De Ramsey announced that he was stepping down as President and 

that his place would be taken by Henry Cator. He was warmly thanked by ADA for his 

many years of service and was presented with a painting by an artist which it is known 

he admires. Henry spoke about how pleased he had been to be invited to take over the 

role and that he looked forward to working with ADA to meet the future challenges of 

the industry. 

 

The AGM that followed gave an update on the work of ADA, noting the likelihood that, 

despite vigorous lobbying, the expectation was that from 1st April 2022 IDBs would no 

longer be able to use red diesel for anything other than heating or to run generators. This 

will impact on costs and will provide challenges to the continued use of agricultural 

contractors. The passing of the Environment Bill was touched upon which will release 

barriers to the formation of new IDBs and will also provide opportunities for IDBs to 

explore extending their boundaries if it was clearly beneficial to do so. Innes Thomason 

spoke on the work of ADA and the consultations ADA had responded to, including 

proposals to extend beaver introduction and a water abstraction licencing charging review 

amongst other things. Finally, it was reported that the ADA Board had agreed to a 1% 

rise in subscriptions for the 2022/23 year and noted that with inflationary pressures a 

higher increase should be expected next year. 

 

 

b) Annual Conference 

 

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held on 

Wednesday the 9th November 2022, venue yet to be announced. 

 

 

 c) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch  

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held 

on Tuesday the 1st March 2022.     

 

This was the first face to face meeting held since the COVID-19 outbreak but the format 

was restricted to the AGM only. It is planned however to reintroduce the popular and 

useful morning workshops for 2023. 

 

Marc Heading was reappointed as chair with Councillor Doug McMurdo as vice chair. 

Topics covered included unsurprisingly red diesel, and water resources/the work of WRE.  

 

Sofi Lloyd announced that Brian Stewart and Ian Hodge from the EA had recently joined 

the ADA Board and that DEFRA had asked ADA to liaise with them on the 

implementation of schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act. She was also 

pleased to be able to report that ADA had been instrumental in initiating an all-party 

parliamentary group with a remit to discuss and consider Sustainable Flood and Drainage 

Management. 

 

Phil Hulme and Amanda Macloughlan spoke on behalf of the EA covering the 

challenging associated with significant staff changes at the EA and noted that with the 

capital program for this six-year cycle being double that of the previous one this would 

be generating considerable additional work load. 



6 

 

 

It was advised that this coming years revenue (maintenance) budget was £5.3M which 

was more than the previous year but what could be delivered within this budget could be 

impacted by inflation. 

 

  The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7th March 2023. 

 

 

 

d) Updating IDB Byelaws 

 

Further to minute B.989, ADA have advised that there was an error in the Model Byelaws 

relating to a Penalty Notice which referred to s37 of the Criminal Justice Act 1982, which 

was actually repealed on the 1.12.2020 by the Sentencing Act 2020. Consequently, Defra 

has amended the Penalty Notice attached to the byelaws to include the correct reference. 

This Penalty Notice is not part of the Byelaws and, as such, is a simple correction. There 

is no requirement either to readvertise, or seek Defra approval and the version now 

uploaded to the website is the corrected one.  

 

 

 

 iv) Environment Act 

 

In November 2021 Defra announced that the Environment Act became law. The stated aim of 

this Act is to improve air and water quality, tackle waste, increase recycling, halt the decline of 

species, and improve the natural environment. However, the Act also includes powers (specific 

to IDBs) which amend the Land Drainage Act 1991, addressing the technical issue of missing 

or incomplete data, which is preventing existing internal drainage boards from expanding and 

new ones from being established. Defra have stated that they will be working on the associated 

secondary legislation over the coming year and will be engaging with IDBs through ADA on 

this. 

 

 

 

v) Smart Level System/District Wide Telemetry Bid 

 

Further to minute B.1060 (vi), the Clerk to report that an order has been placed for installation 

of telemetry at the Board’s pumping station and the cost to the Board after grant including 

supply installation, configuration and five years of data and hosting will be a little less than 

£2.5K. Installation and commissioning should be completed by the end of the summer. 

 

  

 

 

vi) Red Diesel 

 

Following extensive lobbying and the efforts of ADA, DEFRA and Treasury have softened 

their stance on the potential loss of access to red diesel use by IDBs. Going forward then as 

long as the work undertaken by the IDB can be shown to have some agricultural benefit then 

red diesel use can continue. The exception will be construction works and works where the sole 

beneficiary is an urban area. 
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vii)  Planning and Consenting Fees 

 

Proposed changes to planning and consenting service supply charging 

 

Two changes are proposed. The current arrangements and the proposed changes are outlined 

below. 

 

1. The current arrangements for charging for Technical Services advice and support, for planning 

and consenting matters, is based upon a direct cost recovery arrangement. To achieve this all 

time spent on every item of work undertaken has to be logged and recorded in detail. This 

information is then pulled together and invoices prepared and checked before being passed to 

the Board Chairs for sign-off. This requires a considerable amount of time and effort and this 

time is of course included in the eventual fees paid. It is considered that a more efficient model 

would be to mirror the one used for charging for Clerking services which is based upon a lump 

sum annual fee. This has a number of advantages. It reduces internal workload which in turn 

releases time to carry out productive work. It also allows Boards to budget for the fees knowing 

at the time of rate setting what the annual fees will be.  

 

To ensure that a fair assessment is made it is suggested that the last five years of fees are looked 

at and an average taken. If there is clearly one or two years where one or two planning matters 

have impacted heavily upon the figures then an appropriate adjustment will be made. The final 

fee will be converted into a fraction of the costs of overall cost of supplying planning and 

consenting services for all Boards including the MLC and this percentage will become fixed 

until such time that a review is called for. 

 

In addition, we will still actively encourage developers and their agents to enter into Pre/Post 

application contracts. This will help keep the overall planning costs to a minimum. We will also 

be looking to move more and more to lump sum charges for developers for the same reasons 

outlined above, ie to reduce internal administration work and costs where possible. 

 

It is not proposed that this change will extend to other Technical Services work, such as surveys, 

catchment analysis, and refurbishment/replacement/improvement scheme work or associated 

advice which will continue to be logged and charged on a “hours spent” basis. 

 

 

2. Many members have noted that the reporting in relation to planning application comments and 

responses is comprehensive.  Again, it often takes many hours to produce such detailed reports 

for which the Board is charged. This time could be spent in dealing with and taking action on 

planning and consenting matters. There is also the issue of the potential time lapse between any 

planning/byelaw issue raising its head and the meeting of the Board. It is of course normally 

advantageous to take action as soon as possible after any issue had become apparent. It is 

therefore proposed that going forward the Board nominate who they wish to be copied in on all 

planning correspondence, for example the Chair and Vice-Chair. They will then be able to liaise 

with the Planning Engineer if they wish to and will be conversant with discussions being 

undertaken. The Board may also wish to delegate decision making for initial actions for bylaw 

infringements to the Board nominee/s.  

 

To ensure that the Board is consulted on the most important matters it is proposed that when it 

is wished for a matter to be raised within the Board report then a request from the Chair can be 

made and a detailed report would follow. This would normally be the case where significant 
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costs might be associated with enforcement, including perhaps incurring legal fees or where an 

unusually large or significant development is proposed. 

Should the above change be agreed to, then going forward the Engineer’s report will provide a 

list of all planning applications of interest to the Board and consents applied for/approved but 

unless requested by the Chair no detail will be provided. 

 

The Board is asked to consider if it wishes to approve the two changes outlined above. 

 

 

 

 viii) Anglia Farmers 

 

The Clerk will report that following the last meeting of each Board/Commissioners the Anglia 

Farmers electricity contract was renewed in October 2021 for a shorter period of 6 months to 

31st March 2022 and this was due to the volatile energy market at the time. As there remains 

an enormous amount of volatility and uncertainty surrounding energy prices and as competition 

is very limited, it was decided that the Commissioners and Boards should remain within the 

Anglia Farmers buying group at the moment as there is likely to be little scope for us to 

negotiate better deals. The Clerk will also report a new contract has been signed for a 12-month 

period to 31st March 2023 with EDF Energy through Anglian Farmers. 

The Anglia Farmers Energy team does not have to commit to buying energy for years ahead at 

the current price levels and the flexible contract that they have to buy energy from 1st April 

2022 allows them to risk manage the portfolio for their Members, which means they will be 

well positioned to take advantage of any energy market normalisation ahead. When market 

conditions have settled down/normalised the Board/Commissioners will be asked whether they 

wish to remain with Anglia Farmers. But this may not be for several years based upon current 

market assessments. 

 

 

 

 ix) Fens Biosphere 

 

The Clerk will report that this project is on hold and will remain so unless and until Fenland 

District Council is prepared to engage with a redefined brief and vision for it. 

 

 

 

x)    Water Resources East (WRE)  

 

A draft WRE plan went out for public consultation and responses to it were to be received by 

 28th February 2022. The latest news can be found by visiting www.wre.org.uk. 

 

The Board is asked to approve this payment. 

 

 

 xi) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 

 

 That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 will be held at ExCel, London on the 23rd 

and 24th November 2022. 

 

 

13. Remedial Works – Glatton Hall bridge Owner’s discussions 
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 The Chairman to report. 

 

14. Investigation of Options with regard to the Board’s pumping station 

 

 The Chairman to report upon his meeting with the Consulting Engineer. 

 

 

15. Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

 To consider the Report of the Consulting Engineers. 

(Copy Pages 28 - 32) 

 

 

16. Capital Improvement Programme and Loan Funding 

 

 To review and approve the Board’s future capital improvement programme and loan funding. 

 

(Copy pages 33 - 35) 

 

 

17. Conservation Officer’s Newsletter and BAP Report 

 

 The Clerk to refer to the Conservation Officer’s newsletter, previously circulated to members, 

and to consider the most recent BAP Report. 

(Copy pages 36 - 38) 

 

 

 

18. Report on maintenance work in the District 

 

 a) Gravity Area 

 

  To consider maintenance requirements for 2022/2023. 

 

 b) Pumped Area 

 

  To consider maintenance requirements for 2022/2023. 

 

 c) To consider flail mowing requirements in 2022/2023. 

 

 

 

19. State-aided Schemes 

  

To consider whether to undertake further State-aided Schemes and whether any future proposals 

should be included in the forward capital forecasts provided to the Environment Agency. 

 

 

20. Environment Agency – Precept   

 

The Clerk will report that at the Environment Agency Flood Defence Committee meeting the 

Committee voted to adopt an indicative 2% increase in the precepts on Internal Drainage Boards 
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for the next 6 years commencing from 2022/23, with the ability to revisit annually should 

exceptional circumstances indicate this is required. The Committee voted for a 0% increase (for 

exceptional circumstances) above the indicative 2% increase for the year ending 31st March 

2023 - total of a 2% increase on the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards for the year 

ending 31st March 2023. 

 

 

   The precept for 2021/2022 was £2,100.00. 

 

 

 

 

21. Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 

The Clerk will report that following his submission of claims for contributions the gross sum of 

£1,575.40 (£2,796.79 less £1,221.39 received on account) (inclusive of supervision) has been 

received from the Environment Agency for the financial year 2020/2021 based on the Board’s 

actual expenditure on maintenance work for that financial year and the sum of £772.46 in 

respect of 80% of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year 2021/2022.  
 

 

22. Association of Drainage Authorities 

 Subscriptions 

 

The Clerk will report that ADA has increased subscriptions by 1% for 2022, from £565 to £571.  

 

 

 

23. Contravention of Byelaws – 1 Brookside Cottage, Pingle Bank 

 

 Further to minute B.1069, The Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

 

24. Health and Safety  

 

 Further to minute B.1070, the Chair will report and will refer to the report received from Cope 

Safety Management following their visit to the District on the 25th October 2021. 

 

 (Copy pages 39 - 42) 

 

 

 

 

25. Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2020/2021  

 

 a) To consider the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return for the year ended on the 

31st March 2021. 

(Copy pages 43 - 45) 
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 b) To consider the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year ended on the 31st March 

2021. 

(Copy pages 47 - 55) 

 

 

26. Defra IDB1 Returns   

 

 The Clerk to refer to the completed IDB1 form for 2020/2021. 

(Copy pages 56 - 65) 

 

 

 

27. Budgeting 

 

The Clerk to refer to the budget update reviewed by the Chairman, with comparison to year end 

out-turn added, and any actions taken. 

          (Copy pages 66 - 67) 

 

 

 

 

28. Review of Internal Controls 

 

 To consider the system of Internal Controls and appointment of Internal Auditor. 

 

 

 

 

29. Risk Management Assessment 

 

a) To give consideration to the Board's Risk Management Policy. 

 

 b) To review the insured value of the Board's buildings. 

(Copy page 68) 

 

 

 

 

30. Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 

 

 The Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

 

31. Exercise of Public Rights 

 

The Clerk to refer to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited 

Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of 

Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 
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32. Payments 2021/2022 

 

 The Clerk to report on payments made during the financial year 2020/2021 & 2021/2022 

 

(Schedule pages 69 - 70) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

33. Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2022/2023 

 

To consider estimates of revenue expenditure and levy and rate requirements in respect of the 

financial year 2022/2023. 

(Copy pages 71 - 74) 

 

 

34. Date of next Meeting 

 

 

 

35. Any other business 
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CONINGTON AND HOLME INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Conington and Holme Internal Drainage Board 

held at the Admiral Wells Inn, Holme on Tuesday the 8th June 2021 

 

PRESENT 

 

    J Racey Esq (Chairman) R Elmore Esq 

    P J Davies Esq T Simpson Esq 

    D R Elmore Esq T R West Esq  

     

 

 The Clerk to the Board was in attendance.    

 

 

  Apologies for absence 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor T Alban, G P Bliss Esq and Ms A 

Glanville. 

 

 

  B.1051 Standing Orders 

 

 Further to minute B.1015, the Clerk reported that ADA have obtained agreement from Defra 

for the flexibility which allowed the Board to choose how they wished to hold Board meetings during 

the pandemic to become permanent.  This change will allow remote attendance or fully virtual 

meetings to take place in future should that best meet the Board’s particular requirements at that time.  
 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Board adopt the revised Standing Orders. 

 

 

  B.1052 Declarations of Interest 

 

 The Clerk reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included 

in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

 Mr Simpson declared an interest in the planning application (MLC Ref Nos. 207 & 212) 

received from J H Simpson & Son.  

 

 

  B.1053 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 9th June 2020 are recorded correctly 

and that they be confirmed and signed. 
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  B.1054 Resignation of District Officer 

 

 Mr P J Davies offered his resignation at the meeting and the Board thanked him for his years 

of service and commitment to the Board.    There was accordingly a vacancy on the Board and several 

suitable candidates would be approached to see if one of them may be interested in becoming a 

member and taking on the role of District Officer. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That Mr Davies’ decision be received with regret and that the Board’s appreciation of the 

manner in which he had undertaken his duties as District Officer be recorded in the minutes and a 

letter of appreciation and best wishes be sent to him. 

 

 

  B.1055 Great Fen Project 

 

 Further to minute B.1021, the Clerk outlined the current project focus in relation to wet farming 

trials and the aim to see if it was possible to grow alternative crops/plants with the water table held 

near to peat surface.   He also advised of the recent vandalism of the bird hide.   It was noted by some 

Members that wildlife that would have previously been found in Holme Wood appeared diminished 

and that it had been alleged that Fox Hollies and Rhododendrons had been cleared deliberately.    

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Clerk enquire if the Fox Hollies and Rhododendrons had been cleared deliberately and 

if so why. 

 

 

  B.1056 East Coast Main Line Level Crossing Closure Programme 

 

 Further to minute B.1022, the Chairman reported that the access bridge had been replaced with 

something more substantial and that Network Rail had carried out some in channel culvert clearance 

work, the exact extent however was unknown.   They had also promised to fence off the area adjacent 

to the culvert inlet to allow safe access to the weedscreen.   This work was however outstanding with 

no date given on when it might go ahead. 

 

 

  B.1057 BT Poles to Conington Peterborough – Points 22-24 

 

 Further to minute B.1023, it was noted that whilst some BT poles remained in place those that 

affected the IDBs access had been removed to the satisfaction of the Board. 

 

 

 B.1058 Catchwater Drain, upstream of Cooks Lane 

 

Further to minute B.1024, it was noted that following the winter event the Middle Level 

Commissioners had carried out emergency works on the Catchwater Drain.  However, these were 

failing and a more permanent solution would be required.    It was expected that these works would 

be undertaken this year. 
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  B.1059 Inspection – Conington Pumping Station 

 

 Further to minute B.1025, the Chairman reported that the re-wiring appeared to be effective 

and that he would therefore be reluctant to suggest any further intervention.   He noted that the station 

had failed during the winter event and had been overwhelmed by water.   He also noted that a manual 

override had since been added to one of the pumps which would at least allow the pump to be run 

should sensor failure occur, albeit with a close eye being kept on it to ensure the wet-well is not 

sucked dry. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 To monitor the performance of the station at this time and not to undertake any works on it 

until and unless they are necessary. 

 

 

  B.1060 Clerk’s Report 

 

 The Clerk advised:- 

 

(i) Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

  That a sixth Chair’s Meeting was held virtually on the 26th November 2020. 

 

Topics discussed included the Middle Level Commissioners’ Chief Executive giving an 

update on COVID-19 actions and responses, the change of MLC Chairman from Marc Heading 

to Jonathan Brown, updates on the Technical Services Department review (which aims to 

address the delays in responding to planning and consenting matters) and an update on the work 

of WRE.    He also advised that Defra had commented positively on the Good Governance 

Guide published by ADA and that on the back of this feedback ADA were currently working 

on an Environmental Good Governance Guide.   It was also noted at this meeting that 

Agricultural and Environmental Bills were passing through Parliament, the later including 

clauses benefiting IDBs, allowing them to expand their boundaries or for entirely new IDBs to 

be created, which was welcomed by the Chairmen as a positive step forward.   Paul Burrows 

spoke on the work of the Environment Agency covering topics such as carbon baselining, 

national strategies, the tactical plans (which are securing much needed grant allocation for the 

area) and the need to continue to grow partnership working.   He also spoke for Brian Stewart, 

the RFCC Chairman, who unfortunately was suffering from a poor broadband connection.   On 

behalf of Brian, he advised that following the re-shaping of the local RFCC, there were two 

extra EA nominated positions available and that in this respect he wanted to propose that an 

Ex-officio seat be created for the incumbent Chair of the Great Ouse branch of ADA.   This is 

likely to be Marc Heading who is expected to take over from Harry Raby in the spring.   The 

new post will inject a direct link to farming which is of course the major business sector covered 

by this RFCC.   The meeting finally turned to the future amalgamation of IDBs which it was 

generally agreed are likely to increase over time as succession planning has to be addressed. 

  

 ii) Application for byelaw consent 

 

  That the following application for consent to undertake works in and around 

 watercourses had been approved and granted since the last general meeting of the Board:- 
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 Name of Applicant   Description of Works       Date Consent Granted 

 

 Network Rail  Redeck Holme Brook Side Bridge and  8th April 2021 

     reinstate surfaces to approach roads 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the action taken in granting consent be approved. 

 

iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

  

         That the 83rd Annual Conference of the Association was held virtually on Wednesday the 

11th November 2020. 

 

The conference this year was held in two distinct and separate parts, with the morning 

session comprising of key speakers and questions and the afternoon the AGM. 

Key speakers in the morning were; 

 

David Cooper, Deputy Director for Flood & Coastal Erosion Risk Management Policy 

(Defra) – who first thanked the IDBs for the work they do and then endorsed the efforts being 

made to improve governance through the publication of the ‘Good Governance Guide’ and the 

work in hand on ‘Good Environmental Governance’. He then went on to speak about the 

ambitious aims of government, the record investment agreed by treasury for the next six year 

funding cycle and the Agriculture Bill that if passed will facilitate the creation of new IDBs and 

allow existing IDBs to expand districts. He finished by stating that the key was to educate 

people and to work together to share good practice. 

 

Chris Stoate, Head of Research (Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust) – who spoke about 

the Allerton Project which was a carefully implemented scheme to directly measure the impacts 

of controlling headwaters using measures such as leaky dams. This work consisted of schemes 

on similar upland sub-catchments where a direct comparison could be made between 

interventions and non-interventions. The results were very promising with downstream peak 

flows being reduced by around a quarter where the most effective measures were installed. 

Chris accepted that there were challenges surrounding maintenance and that the choice of 

natural materials and design was key. He also noted that in the locations chosen any failed leaky 

dam materials would get caught on stream bends well before any risk of being washed 

downstream into urban areas. 

 

Toby Willson, Executive Director of Operations (Environment Agency) – who is soon to 

leave the EA reflected on the target to be carbon neutral in less than a decade and in doing this 

noted that the equivalent carbon release linked to pumping alone from the February event this 

year was equivalent to that of 1200 houses. He went on to point out that the onus in on us to act 

now and that if we fail to do so it will be our children and grandchildren who will face the 

consequences.. He acknowledged the hugely influential role of ADA’s voice in the 

development of national strategies and the work being done in partnership with IDBs to be more 

resilient. He finished by setting out three challenges. 

 

1) To develop true partnerships where all organisations are working unified towards the 

same goals. 
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2) To achieve net zero carbon emissions, asking specifically what the IDBs were doing 

towards this? 

3) To develop and implement strategies to attract young people into the industry. 

Questions were taken from the floor and were wide ranging from asking why there was so little 

information being shared on the development of ELMs to why it was necessary in one location 

for the EA to undertake an environmental check before removing a dead tree from across a 

watercourse. 

 

A more formal question and answer session ended the morning, the panel being made up from, 

Julia Beeden from Cambridgeshire County Council, Emily Clarke from Anglian Water, John 

Curtin from Environment Agency, David Jenkins from Wessex RFCC, Innes Thompson from 

ADA and David Thomas from the Middle Level Commissioners. When asked a question David 

Thomas, your Clerk, took the opportunity to advise of the importance and value of the work 

being undertaken by WRE and also to point out to Toby Wilson that he absolutely agreed with 

the sentiments of partnership working and also the key aims of the EA but noted that true 

partnership working was a two way street and that there were still areas of policy development 

that ADA were not being involved with sufficiently. Toby accepted that the EA were not perfect 

and that more work needed to be done on this. 

 

The AGM in the afternoon followed the usual format of recording appointments and electing 

office holders. It was noted that Robert Caudwell would be coming to the end of the normal 

Chair’s term of office and that this would be reviewed next year. The formalities over a lively 

question and answer session followed which seemed to work very well and may influence how 

future conferences are arranged. 

 

b) Annual Conference 

 

 That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held 

virtually this year with log in details available from the ADA website. 

 

 c) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held 

virtually on Tuesday the 2nd March 2021.     

 

  Matters covered were that there was a change in Chairman with Harry Raby stepping 

down and Marc Heading taking his place.   Councillor Doug McMurdo takes on the role of 

Vice Chairman.   This maintains the balance of having upland and lowland members in key 

roles and also balances council and agricultural ratepayers’ interests.   John Heading was 

appointed for another three years on the ADA Board as branch representative.   Robert 

Caudwell gave on update on ADA matters focusing in on progress of the agriculture bill through 

parliament and the lowland peat initiative which he considers must not negatively impact on 

livelihoods and the need to produce food for the nation. Next to speak was Brian Stewart who 

was seeking support for his initiative to create an Ex-Officio post on the FRCC for the sitting 

Chairman of the Great Ouse branch of ADA (EA nominated post). This was supported 

unanimously and Marc Heading will take up this new role with immediate effect. 

 

Claire Jouvray and Paul Burrows gave updates on the revenue funding position, which 

was quite healthy with sources of money found to deliver what had been targeted and on the 

long-term strategy for the area including the tactical plans which are set to make access to grant 

in aid smoother than it might otherwise be.   A warning was raised that funding may get 

squeezed as time passes and the financial impact of COVID-19 gets addressed.  
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              Approximately 30 people attended this virtual meeting, which should return to its normal 

format at Prickwillow Hall next year. 

 

                    That the date of the next meeting is Tuesday the 1st March 2022. 

  d) ADA response to publication of EFRA Flooding Inquiry Report 

 
 That ADA have responded to the Government EFRA report into the winters flooding, 

which has the headline conclusion that the lack of clear flood-resilience targets is leaving 

England at risk of 'playing catch-up' with climate change. 

 

 Encouragingly, in addition to recognising these challenges, EFRA have also clearly stated 

that in light of ever more frequent and severe storms, there is an urgent need to provide long-

term funding for the maintenance of existing and new flood defences, to match capital 

commitment together with a need to examine the mental health impacts of severe flooding, 

calling for an action plan to address this alongside the economic and physical effects.  

 

 ADA’s response and the full EFRA report can be found via the following link; 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmenvfru/170/170.pdf 

 

 iv) Capital Funding Projects 

   

  That at the spring 2020 budget it was announced by Government that they would provide 

the Environment Agency with a settlement of £5.2billionn for capital funding projects over the 

next 6 years, from April 2021 to March 2027, to better protect 336,000 properties.   This 

includes both homes and non-residential properties and presents a significant increase over the 

current 6-year programme. It is noted that the definition of non-residential properties includes 

shops, businesses, industrial sites, schools, hospitals, etc. and the new arrangements also 

facilitate funded improvements to habitat and the environment.  

 

 In response to this the Environment Agency have issued new partnership funding rules 

which go alongside this increased funding programme.  The new rules are considered critical 

to delivering the called for better protection to the target of 336,000 properties, but will also 

allow: 

  

• updated payments which will now account for inflation and be based on new evidence on 

the overall impacts of flooding, such as mental health 

• increased payments for flood protection schemes which also create a range of 

environmental benefits 

• more funding for flood protection schemes which also protect properties that will later 

become at risk of flooding due to climate change 

• a new risk category which will enable schemes that prevent surface water flooding to 

qualify for more funding 

 

 

v) What is Good Governance 

 

 That Defra have provided a summary of “What is Good Governance?”:- 

 

• Good governance is about the processes for making and implementing decisions. It’s not 

about making ‘correct’ decisions, but about the best possible process for making those 

decisions - and therefore good governance, share several characteristics. All have a 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmenvfru/170/170.pdf
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positive effect on various aspects of Boards including consultation policies and practices, 

meeting procedures, service quality protocols, officers’ conduct, role clarification and 

good working relationships. 

• Boards should implement decisions and follow processes that make the best use of 

the available people, resources and time to ensure the best possible results for their 

community – and try to serve the needs of the entire community while 

balancing competing interests in a timely, appropriate and responsive manner. A 

community’s wellbeing results from all of its members feeling their interests have 

been considered by Boards in the decision-making process. This means that all groups, 

particularly the most vulnerable, should have opportunities to participate in the process. 

• People should be able to follow and understand the decision-making process. This means 

that they will be able to clearly see how and why a decision was made – what 

information, advice and consultation Boards considered, and which legislative 

requirements (when relevant) Boards followed. This means that decisions are consistent 

with relevant legislation or common law and are within the powers of the Acts.  

• Anyone affected by or interested in a decision should have the opportunity to participate 

in the process for making that decision. This can happen in several ways – 

community members may be provided with information, asked for their opinion, given 

the opportunity to make recommendations or, in some cases, be part of the actual 

decision-making process. 

• Accountability is a fundamental requirement of good governance. Boards have an 

obligation to report, explain and be answerable for the consequences of decisions it has 

made on behalf of the community it represents. 

 

 vi) Smart Level System/District Wide Telemetry Bid 

 

 That a Local Levy Bid has been submitted that appears to have been successful and will 

offer a contribution of half the cost of installing telemetry at pumping station sites.   This will 

allow early warnings of pump or weedscreen failure and remote operation.  Also, as the bid 

covers all MLC administered IDBs there is scale which will facilitate very competitive rates. 

 

 When looking at the cost of telemetry there will be a number of factors that will impact 

upon cost. We have asked Xylem to put together a table that should cover the upper and lower 

bounds of all IDB pumping stations (see below). Prior to placing an order a site survey will be 

undertaken, average cost for this is expected to be in the region of £200. Xylem will then assess 

what if any control panel modifications will be required to allow telemetry. The other defining 

factor will be whether there is to be an additional requirement for remote control of the station 

pumps and set points. The table covers this range.  

 

 The costing bands are: 

 

Low £2000 - £5,000 Minor panel modifications are required, signals are present 

but need work to the panel to present or make these available 

to telemetry. 

Medium £5,001 - £24,999 Signals are not present to enable telemetry and panel 

modifications are quite intensive to bring the panel to a point 

where a telemetry unit can be installed. 
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High £25,000 + Signals are not present and the panel requires major 

modifications to give the required signals. Should this option 

be required it is anticipated that consideration first should be 

given to replacement of the control panel which would bring 

more value and longevity. Signals for telemetry could be 

more easily accommodated in a new panel.  

Note all above figures are gross and if the Board resolves to go ahead as part of the Grant 

funded scheme currently on offer will be discounted 50%. 

 

Note: The telemetry access will be cloud based, increasing the flexibility in access at the 

appropriate level for staff and District Officers. 

 

 Members discussed the value of telemetry at length and considered it would be of value, 

however firm costs would be required to ensure it was affordable.   The Chairman asked if the 

station was refurbished could the equipment be transferred.   The Clerk expected that although 

some adjustments would be required to the configuration he expected that it would as the base 

stations were standard units. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That Xylem be instructed to survey the site and provide a firm cost for telemetry. 

 

 vii) Anglia Farmers 

 

   Further to minute B.993(vi), the Clerk advised that although the running of the remainder 

of the Anglia Farmers electricity contract has continued to be monitored it has been difficult to 

address some of the issues due to the restrictions caused by COVID-19. 

 

  In view of this, the Middle Level Commissioners’ resolved to remain with Anglia Farmers 

for a further contract period post 30th September 2021 and to continue to monitor the 

performance of Anglia Farmers over the new contract period. 

 

  The Clerk reported that in addition it was proposed that quotes for ‘green energy’ be 

included, with a view to moving over to this form of power supply if the cost differential is 

marginal.   The Clerk further reported that the need to show that IDBs carbon footprint is being 

actively managed over future years is expected to increase with the Environment Agency setting 

themselves the target of being carbon neutral by 2030. 

 

  The Clerk reported that the Chairman had subsequently agreed for the Board to remain 

with Anglia Farmers. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman’s actions be approved. 

 

 

 viii) Fens Biosphere 

 

 Further to minute B.1026, the Clerk referred to the leaflet from Cambridgeshire Acre. 

 

 

ix) Land Registry 
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 That whilst it is a legal requirement for land occupiers to notify the Board of any change 

of occupation, including releasing contact details for the new occupiers, on many occasions this 

does not occur and time is spent trying to determine who the new occupier is.   When the normal 

avenues fail to deliver any meaningful information we now use our Land Registry account to 

gain details of the current land owner.  The costs of making an application via this method are 

small (currently £6) but obviously this will show up on the Board accounts, hence the need to 

draw this new way of working to the Boards attention. 

 

 

 x) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2021 

 

  That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2021 will be held at ExCel, London on the 

9th and 10th November 2021. 

 

 

  B.1061 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

 The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers. 

 

 Members discussed Glatton Hall bridge which passes over a Board maintained watercourse 

and that the banks here had suffered scouring and needed remedial works.  

   

 It was noted that whilst Glatton Parish Council had raised concerns and complaints following 

on from the winter event and are demanding action, during the event the IDB system remained in    

bank and Members have not been advised of any residential properties being flooded.   It was however 

acknowledged that several trees will need to be removed in the near future. 

 

 The condition of the pumping station structure was discussed and it was acknowledged that it 

should be considered in a poor state of repair requiring relatively urgent attention.   A simple 

replacement of the station is at this time ruled out due to funding challenges, ie the Board’s ability to 

repay a loan and the lack of access to grant-in-aid for a fully funded scheme.   It was therefore 

concluded that some form of refurbishment should be looked at.   Concrete spray lining the intake or 

overplating the piles were sighted as options.   It was also felt that if the full ‘Holding the Line’ 

Environment Agency grant allocation could be called upon with perhaps a loan of up to £80k then a 

£250k scheme would be possible which it would be hoped would be enough to deal with the existing 

station structural problems and provide for a single pump to replace the two currently in use (plus a 

control panel upgrade). 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved 

 

 ii) That Members approach the owners of Glatton Hall bridge to discuss the remedial works 

needed to the banks and agree actions.  

 

 iii) To sanction consultancy spend up to £1k to investigate options and present them with 

rough costings to the next meeting of the Board. 

 

 

  B.1062 Capital Improvement Programme and Loan Funding 

 

 Members considered the Board's future capital improvement programme and loan funding. 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Capital Programme and loan funding be approved in principle and kept under review. 

 

 

 

  B.1063 Conservation Officer’s Newsletter and BAP Report 

 

 The Clerk referred to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, dated December 2020, previously 

circulated to Members.    

 

 Members considered and approved the most recent BAP report. 

 

 

  B.1064 Report on maintenance work in the District 

 

a) Gravity Area 

 

  It was reported that the Conington Brook had not been flailed last year but would be 

treated as a priority this year. 

 

  Maintenance is planned around point 32. 

 

  It was noted that the Catchwater Drain at point 70 would benefit from being dredged but, 

due to concerns of contamination from the A1, sampling and testing would be needed first. 

 

  b) Pumped Area 

 

   It was reported that the length between points 13 and 14 is to be maintained this year.   The 

Chairman will obtain an estimate for carrying out channel management between points 40 and 

42 which will be brought to the next meeting of the Board for consideration. 

 

 c) Flail Mowing 

 

  Members considered the flail mowing undertaken last year and the arrangements to be 

made for this year. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That Mr John Harding be authorised to carry out flail mowing of the Board’s drains for 

2021/2022.  The Chairman to send a District plan to Mr Harding with the Board’s requirements 

and with the request that he flail mow as many of the Board’s drain as possible this year. 

 

ii) That the District Officer obtain a quotation for carrying out channel management between 

points 40 and 42 for consideration at the next meeting of the Board. 

 

 

  B.1065 State-aided Schemes 

 

 Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the 

District and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to 

Defra.    
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RESOLVED 

 

 That no proposals be formulated at the present time. 

 

 

 

  B.1066 Environment Agency – Precepts 

 

 The Clerk reported that the Environment Agency had issued the precept for 2021/2022 in the 

sum of £2,100.00 (the precept for 2020/2021 being £2,100.00). 

 

 

  B.1067 Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 

 The Clerk reported that the sum of £1,053.62 (inclusive of supervision) had been received from 

the Environment Agency (£1,221.39 representing 80% of the Board's estimated expenditure for the 

financial year 20202021 less £167.77 overpaid in respect of the financial year 2019/2020). 

 

 

  B.1068 Association of Drainage Authorities 

Subscriptions 

 

 The Clerk reported that he had been advised that subscriptions for 2021 will remain unchanged 

at £565.   

 

RESOLVED 

  

 That the requested ADA subscription for 2021 be paid. 

 

 

 B,1069 Contravention of Byelaws – 1 Brookside Cottage, Pingle Bank 

 

It was reported that a meeting with the resident at 1 Brookside Cottage had been delayed as an 

occupant of the property had been shielding.   However, recently the Solicitor/Assistant Clerk had 

written to the owner requesting a meeting now as soon as possible. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Solicitor/Assistant Clerk continue to pursue this matter. 

 

 

  B.1070 Health and Safety 

 

Further to minute B.1036(B), the Chairman referred to the report received from Cope Safety 

Management following their visit to the District on the 30th October 2020.   

 

It was noted that two matters had been identified in the Cope Safety Management report.   The 

first was installation of a PTO guard, which had now been added.   The second was the suggestion of 

installing a rail to attach to when clearing the pumping station weedscreen.   On this second 

recommendation, rather than installing a rail, the Chairman was ensuring he did not undertake the 

work alone and the other party supervising him had been shown how to turn off the pumps in an 

emergency. 
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  B.1071 Special Circumstance Policy on Tendering 

 

 The Clerk referred to the policy that had been produced and advised Members that there had 

been issues for some IDBs during the COVID-19 pandemic in respect to meeting their normal policy 

on numbers of valid tenders or quotations.  It was intended that this policy would only apply in special 

conditions such as these and that to invoke the policy the Chairman would need to record what the 

special circumstance was before it could be used.   

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board formally adopt this policy. 

 

 

B.1072 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2019/2020  

 

a) The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return 

for the year ended on the 31st March 2020. 

 

  b) The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2020. 

 

 

  B.1073 Defra IDB1 Returns 

 

 The Clerk referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2019/2020 which Members noted and 

approved. 

 

 

  B.1074 Budgeting 

 

The Clerk referred to the budget comparison of the forecast out-turn and the actual out-turn for 

the financial year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

  B.1075 Review of Internal Controls and appointment of Internal Auditor 

 

 The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls.  

 

 The Clerk advised that their Internal Auditor, Whiting & Partners, were in the third year of a 

three year contract and that normally the Middle Level Commissioners would be tendering for this 

work at this stage.   However, with COVID-19 the Middle Level Commissioners had approached 

Whiting & Partners and asked if they would be prepared to continue into a fourth year on the same 

terms.   They had agreed.   It was also being proposed that going forward auditors be invited to tender 

for a five-year term, the principle being that this gave both parties certainty over a longer period.   For 

the Boards this meant that the investment in time in getting a new internal auditor up to speed 

represented better value. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board approve the one-year extension of the appointment of Whiting & Partners as 

Internal Auditor and to support the proposal for a five year contract to be tendered thereafter. 
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  B.1076 Risk Management Assessment 

 

 

 a) The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with their current Risk Management 

Policy. 

 b) The Board reviewed and approved the insured value of their building. 

 

 

  B.1077 Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 

 

The Clerk reported that, as resolved at its last meeting, the Board will continue with a limited 

assurance review and not take advantage of the audit exemption available for smaller public bodies 

with income and expenditure less than £25,000. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 To continue with a limited assurance review as has been carried out in previous years. 

 

 

  B.1078 Exercise of Public Rights 

 

 The Clerk referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited 

Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of Conclusion 

of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

  B.1079 Annual Governance Statement – 2020/2021 

 

 The Board considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on 

the 31st March 2021 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the 

Board, for the financial year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

  B.1080 Payments 

 

 The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £40,884.18 which had been made 

during the financial year 2020/2021. 

 

(NB) – The District Officer declared an interest in the payment made to Davies Contracting. 

 

 

  B.1081 Annual Accounts of the Board – 2020/2021 

 

 The Board considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2021 as required in the Audit Regulations. 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Return, on behalf of the Board, for the 

financial year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

 

 

B.1082 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2021/2022 

 

 The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage rates 

in respect of the financial year 2021/2022 and were informed by the Clerk that under the Land 

Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on agricultural 

hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be:-  

 

       Area 1 (Gravity Area)     Area 2 (Pumped Area) 

 

  Drainage rates   54.10%  97.56% 

  Special levy   45.90%  2.44% 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the estimates be approved. 

 

 ii) That a total sum of £27,153 be raised by drainage rates and special levy (Area 1 - £12,285;   

Area 2 -£14,868). 

 

iii) That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage 

rates and to be met by special levy are:- 

 

   Area 1 Area 2 

 

  Drainage rates £6,646                                   £14,505 

  Special levy £5,639                                        £363 

 

 iv) That drainage rates be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the District as 

follows:- 

 

    Area 1 Area 2 

 

    10.0p in the £ 30.00p in the £ 

 

 v) That a Special levy of £6,002 be made and issued to Huntingdonshire District Council for 

the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

vi) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special levies and 

to the special levy referred to in resolution (v). 

 

 vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levy by such statutory powers 

as may be available. 

 

 

  B.1083 Display of rate notice 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That notice of the rate be affixed within the District in accordance with Section 48(3)(a) of the 

Land Drainage Act 1991. 

 

 

 

B.1084 Date of next Meeting 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the next Meeting of the Board be held on Tuesday the 7th June 2022. 
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Conington & Holme I.D.B.   
  
  

Consulting Engineers Report – May 2022 
 

Pumping Station  

Routine inspections were suspended after the December 2020 event.  The Chairman confirmed on 

13th May 2022 that he would like inspections to recommence as soon as possible. 

 

Pumping Hours  

 

Conington Pumping Station 

Pump 
Total hours run 
Apr 17-Apr 18 

Total hours run 
Apr 18 – May 

19 

Total hours run 
May 19 – May 20 

Total hours run 
May 20 – May 21 

Total hours run 
May 21 – May 22 

No 1 376 6 463 (10451) 151 (10602) Not recorded 

No 2 43 54 28 (8820) 1 (8821) Not recorded 

 
Total hours run 
Mar 12-Apr 13 

Total hours run 
Apr 13-Apr 14 

Total hours run 
Apr 14-Apr 15 

Total hours run 
Apr 15-Apr 16 

Total hours run 
Apr 16-Apr 17 

No 1 289 116 59 41 15 

No 2 599 412 593 196 110 

 

The Right to Connect  

During the passage of the Environment Act through the House of Lords an amendment was sought 

which aimed to minimise the impact of new housing development on levels of local flood risk and the 

likelihood of storm discharges of untreated sewerage effluent into rivers and coastal waters. It aimed 

to ensure housing developers design systems according to a hierarchy of drainage options that seek 

to reduce to a minimum the volume of rainwater entering combined sewerage systems removing the 

current “right to connect” to public sewers.  

 

As members of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Flood and Water Management (FloW) 

Partnership the Middle Level Commissioners and their associated Boards/Commissioners have 

been asked to consider taking the opportunity to write to government and voice concerns over the 

right to connect for new developments and how this is expected to increase risk in the future. The 

County Council in its role as the LLFA was going to prepare a letter requesting that the right to 

connect be stopped, or at the very least that a change be considered, but at this time nothing has 

yet been received for comment.  

 

Members need to consider that there could be many currently unassessed beneficial or detrimental 

impacts on the Commissioners’/Boards’ systems; the viability of developments, particularly the re-

development of sites within older parts of town centres, as the more sustainable discharge points (ie 

where the system has capacity for extra rainwater discharge) for site drainage could be more costly 
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requiring the provision of significant infrastructure, for example, new surface water sewers, pumping 

station, outfall structures etc. 

 

In order to assist further discussion, the Board is asked to consider if it would support 

removal of the right to connect to public sewers or not. 

 

Planning Applications  

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following 8 new development related 

matters have been received and dealt with since the last meeting: 

MLC 
 Ref. 

 Council 
 Ref. 

 
Applicant 

Type of 
Development 

 
Location 

233 H/21/00210/HHFUL Mr M Stephenson 

Residence 
(Replacement 
tractor/car store)  Glatton Ways, Glatton  

234 20/00923/REM  NJC & Sons Farms 
 Residential 
(25 plots)  Pingle Bank, Holme 

235 H/21/01032/OUT Mr P Ward Residence High Haden Road, Glatton 

236 H/21/01627/FUL Mr & Mrs Sullivan 
Commercial (Pilates 
Studio)  Church Road, Conington  

237 Enquiry  

JSS Rail Ltd t/a Sisk 
Rail  
 

Transport 
(Replacement bridge) 

Bridge between Holme WRC & 
the ECML  

238 H/21/02658/REM Mr J Gann 
Residence 
 High Haden Road, Glatton 

239 H/21/02855/HHFUL Mr & Mrs Bream 
Residence 
(Extension) Conington Lane, Conington 

240 H/21/01738/FUL Mr & Mrs Simpson 

Leisure 
(Change of use – Five 
holiday lets)  Old North Road, Stilton  

Planning applications ending ‘HHFUL’ relate to Householder applications for Full Planning Permission 
Planning applications ending ‘RM’, ‘REM’ or ‘RMM’ relate to reserved matters 

 

From the information provided it is understood that all the developments propose to discharge waste 

water to soakaways, infiltration devices and/or Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).  The 

applicants have been notified of the Board's requirements.  

 

No applications for Infiltration Device Self Certification or the Checking Service have been received 

since the last meeting report.  

 

Further to Minute B.994 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

(iii) the current position is being ascertained in respect of the following developments: 

 

• Proposed application for an Annexe/Extension at Belle Vue, Washingley Road, 
Folksworth – Mr & Mrs Raiko (MLC Ref Nos 192, 220, 223 & 225) 

 
 

Further to the entry in the “Planning Updates & Consultations” document entitled “Long-term 

Ownership, Funding and Maintenance of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)” it is presumed 
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that the Board will require its interests to be protected by ensuring the provision of adequate 

arrangements for the long-term ownership funding, management and maintenance arrangements 

for the upkeep of any water level and flood risk management system, whether on or off site, in 

perpetuity. 

 

In order to assist further discussion when dealing with development related matters, the 

Board is asked to consider the proposal, advise on any requirements it may have and provide 

instruction on how it would wish us to proceed. 

 

Further to Minute B.994 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

(iii) the following information has been received in respect of the following developments: 

 

Conington (General area rather than parish/town boundaries) 

 

Various developments at Yew Tree Cottage, 4 Conington Lane, Conington – Mr & Mrs 

Carling (MLC Ref Nos 122 & 176) + Mrs E Carling (MLC Ref No 205) 

 

Further to Minute B.994 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and 

consenting matters (iii), an Advisory letter was sent to the applicant who subsequently 

advised that the surface water from the rear extension, HDC Ref 16/00912/HHFUL (MLC 

Ref Nos 122 & 176), is disposed of by infiltration whilst the increased foul water from the 

addition of a bedroom is discharged into the AWSL system which is processed at Flag 

Fen WRC, which does not discharge into the Board’s area. The applicant has been 

asked to complete an Infiltration Device Self-Certification Form, this has not yet been 

received.  

 

The applicant also advised that the erection of the Store, Workshop/Office, HDC Ref 

18/00522/HHFUL (MLC Ref No 205), will not to be taking place.  

 

Glatton (General area rather than parish/town boundaries) 

 

Various developments at Glatton Hall, Glatton Ways, Glatton – Glatton Hall Estates Ltd 

(MLC Ref Nos 066, 070 & 120), Mr J McClelland (MLC Ref No 079), Newton Chinneck 

Ltd operating as St Georges Care Home (MLC Ref Nos 127 & 142), Berkley Care 

(Glatton) Ltd (MLC Ref No 204) and Mr M Stephenson (MLC Ref No 233) 

 

Members will recall that a previous planning application for a replacement 70-bed care 

home was refused permission by the District Council and an appeal dismissed by PINS.  
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The building has now been converted into an 11-bed private dwelling, in which both 

surface water and foul water disposal remain as existing.  

 

A planning application has subsequently been submitted for a replacement tractor/car 

garage and store and other works, HDC Ref 21/00210/HHFUL (MLC Ref No 233). 

Details concerning the means of surface water disposal are currently awaited from the 

applicant.  

 

Holme (General area rather than parish/town boundaries) 

 

Developments at D J C Produce, Pingle Bank, Holme - DJC Farms Ltd (MLC Ref No 

084), NJC & Sons Farms (MLC Ref No 194 & 234) and Client of RAB Consultants (MLC 

Ref No 201) 

 

A Reserved Matters planning application, HDC Ref 21/00210/HHFUL (MLC Ref No 234) 

was submitted to the District Council in May 2020.  At the time of writing, it was “Pending 

decision”. 

 

Stilton (General area rather than parish/town boundaries) 

 

Various developments at Denton Lodge Farm, Old North Road, Stilton – J H Simpson & 

Son (MLC Ref Nos 207, 212 & 240) 

 

Further to Minute B.994 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and 

consenting matters (iii), an advisory letter was sent to the applicant but no reply has been 

forthcoming.  

 

Therefore, in order to resolve this matter and guide further discussion it would be 

beneficial to receive the Board’s opinion and further instruction in respect of these 

developments. 

 

A planning application for the change of use of existing barns to five one bedroom 

holiday letting units with proposed parking area, HDC Ref 21/01738/FUL (MLC Ref No 

240) has been approved by the District Council.  

 

Members will be aware of the problems in the area and are reminded that no increase in 

rates or volumes of flow will be recommended for consent as this is likely to have 

detrimental consequences on the Board’s system. 
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Planning Updates & Consultations 

To reduce the size of this consultant’s report and to increase public transparency the section of this 

report which provides information on the various strategic consultations and issues that may affect 

the Middle Level Commissioners and administered/associated Internal Drainage Board has been 

relocated to our website and can be found on www.middlelevel.gov.uk towards the bottom of the 

page under “Strategic Planning Consultation Responses”. 

 

General Advice 

Assistance has been given, on the Board’s behalf, in respect of the following: 

 

(a) Holme Brook Side Bridge, a bridge across the Board’s watercourse upstream of Point 40 that 

provides access alongside the railway was replaced earlier this year.  Works were monitored 

to ensure temporary works did not restrict water flow. 

 

(b) The owners of Old Bridge Cottage, Holme have been chased regarding a number of bylaw 

infringements at Point 41 on the Board’s drainage system.  Limited progress has been made 

due to COVID and a change of solicitors by the owners.  However, recent contact has been 

made and a bylaw application is expected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer 

 

 

 

25 May 2022 

 

C&H(307)\Reports\May 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.middlelevel.gov.uk/
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Conington & Holme Internal Drainage Board

Capital Improvement Programme (2022/2023)

PREVIOUS

YEARS
2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30 2030/31 2031/32

FUTURE

YEARS
ALL YEARS

Pre Yr 0 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
Post 

Year 10

Total

Expenditure

Conington p/s
Pumping station replacement 0 1 1,000.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1001.0

Pumping station pumping and control equipment 

replacement
0 13.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 13.5

Pumping station automatic weedscreen cleaning equipmet 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Pumping station Control building 

refurbishment/replacement
0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Pumping station compound/surrounds improvements 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Refurbishment of inlets/outfalls 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Drainage Channels

0 14.5 1,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1,015

Identified on PAFS submission 2020
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Loan 1 Loan from Area 1 - A1(M) account £10,000 repayable over 10 years

Installation of new weed-screen at pumping station.

Loan commenced 1st April 2018

Repayment schedule:

Year Principal Interest Total

1 2018/2019 955.00 100.00 1,055.00 Balance at 1st April 2021 7,105.00

2 2019/2020 965.00 90.00 1,055.00

3 2020/2021 975.00 80.00 1,055.00 31st March 2022

4 2021/2022 985.00 70.00 1,055.00 Interest 70.00

5 2022/2023 995.00 60.00 1,055.00

6 2023/2024 1,005.00 50.00 1,055.00 Repayments

7 2024/2025 1,015.00 40.00 1,055.00 Principal 985.00

8 2025/2026 1,025.00 30.00 1,055.00 Interest 70.00

9 2026/2027 1,035.00 20.00 1,055.00 1,055.00

10 2027/2028 1,045.00 10.00 1,055.00

Balance at 31st March 2022 6,120.00

10,000.00 550.00 10,550.00

Loan 2 Loan from Area 1 - A1(M) account £3,500 repayable over 3 years

Electrical repairs at pumping station 

Loan commenced 1st October 2020

Year Principal Interest Total Balance at 1st April 2021 2,922.50

1 2020/2021 577.50 17.50 595.00

2 2021/2022 1,160.83 29.17 1,190.00 31st March 2021

3 2022/2023 1,172.50 17.50 1,190.00

4 2023/2024 589.17 5.83 595.00 Drawn 0.00

3,500.00 70.00 3,570.00 Interest 29.17

Repayment schedule: Repayments

Year Principal Interest Total Total Principal 1,160.83

1 577.50 17.50 595.00 595.00 Interest 29.17

2 577.50 17.50 595.00 1,190.00

2 583.33 11.67 595.00 1,190.00

3 583.34 11.66 595.00 Balance at 31st March 2022 1,761.67

3 589.16 5.84 595.00 1,190.00

4 589.17 5.83 595.00 595.00

3,500.00 70.00 3,570.00 3,570.00

Area 2 - Pumped catchment

Conington & Holme Internal Drainage Board
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Loan 3 Loan from Area 1 - A1(M) account £9,000 repayable over 10 years

Repacement of wet well bolts at pumping station

Loan to commence 2022/2023

Repayment schedule:

Year Principal Interest Total

1 2022/2023 859.50 90.00 949.50 Balance at 1st April 2021 0.00

2 2023/2024 868.50 81.00 949.50

3 2024/2025 877.50 72.00 949.50 31st March 2021

4 2025/2026 886.50 63.00 949.50 Drawn 0.00

5 2026/2027 895.50 54.00 949.50

6 2027/2028 904.50 45.00 949.50 Interest 0.00

7 2028/2029 913.50 36.00 949.50

8 2029/2030 922.50 27.00 949.50 Repayments

9 2030/2031 931.50 18.00 949.50 Principal 0.00

10 2031/2032 940.50 9.00 949.50 Interest 0.00

0.00

9,000.00 495.00 9,495.00

Balance at 31st March 2022 0.00

Loan to be finalised based on actual costs of works.

Loan 4 Loan from Area 1 - A1(M) account £2,250 repayable over 3 years

Installation of telemetry at pumping station

Loan to commence 2022/2023

Repayment schedule:

Year Principal Interest Total

1 2022/2023 371.25 11.25 382.50 Balance at 1st April 2021 0.00

2 2023/2024 371.25 11.25 382.50

2 2023/2024 375.00 7.50 382.50 31st March 2021

3 2024/2025 375.00 7.50 382.50 Drawn 0.00

3 2024/2025 378.75 3.75 382.50

4 2025/2026 378.75 3.75 382.50 Interest 0.00

Repayments

Principal 0.00

Interest 0.00

0.00

2,250.00 45.00 2,295.00

Balance at 31st March 2022 0.00

Loan to be finalised based on actual costs of works.
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Conington & Holme IDB 

Biodiversity Action Plan Report 2021-22 
 
 

Environment Act (2021) and note on 2021-22 BAP report 
 

 
The new Environment Act recognises the key roles IDBs play in nature conservation (Photo: PB) 

 
 
The Environment Act (2021) passed into UK law in November 2021 with the aim of protecting and enhancing 
our environment for future generations. The Act includes bold aims to ‘halt the decline in species by 2030’, 
improve air quality, natural habitats and how look at how resources may be better used.  For Internal Drainage 
Boards ADA describes the Act as bringing ‘impacts and opportunities’ which recognise the important role IDBs 
have to play in some of these targets. Areas of particular interest to IDBs are: 
 

- Biodiversity Assessment and Reporting 
 

- Species Conservation Strategies and Protected Sites Strategies 
 

- An Office for Environmental Protection (OEP) to uphold environmental law 
 

 
Following the note in the 2020-21 report, work is underway to update IDB Biodiversity Action Plans in line with 
the newly available ADA guidelines. As part of this process voluntary submissions for an IDB ‘Biometrics 
survey’ were issued by ADA in autumn 2021 and were submitted on behalf of the Board by the Conservation 
Officer. This survey aims to gather data relevant to key targets of the Biodiversity Action Plan with a view to 
putting IDBs ‘on the front foot’ with regards future Biodiversity reporting and assessment, like that laid out in 
the Environment Act above. 
 
The Conservation Officer is happy to field any questions on the subject and will continue to work with Boards 
on existing and future plans. 
 
For ease of use the BAP table has been omitted from this report but is available upon request. 
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Conington & Holme IDB Report Summary 
 
Invasive Species 
 
None noted but azolla was particularly rampant across the fens in winter/spring 2022. Care should be taken 
when moving machinery between drains/catchments.    
 
Water Voles 
 
As always, Boards are reminded to contact the Conservation Officer before any bank reprofiling or other works 
that may impact water voles take place. If unsure, please contact the Conservation Officer regardless. 
 
Other species/issues 
 
Both Barn owl and Kingfisher are nesting in 2022 at Conington Fen PS on the edge of the district. 
 
Monks Lode was revealed to be a mink hotspot over the recording period. Although only 2 mink were trapped, 
in November 2021 and March 2022, at least 2 other sightings probably related to 2 further animals – including 
one in May 2022. As the project continues to make significant inroads into removing this invasive species from 
Fenland drains efforts to catch individuals will increase, therefore several rafts have now been deployed in the 
area.  
 

 
Figure 1: Mink raft, one of several deployed in May 2022 
 
Training 
 
No training opportunities possible in 2021 due to Covid-19 guidelines. New sessions are planned in 2022 
covering two important areas of our work; it is hoped that IDBs will be able to use the opportunities to refresh 
their knowledge on the subjects and/or enhance the skills of contractors/staff who may not have received such 
training before. 
 
Tuesday 22nd March 2022: Non-native species workshop. Venue: Oliver Cromwell Hotel, March. 10-1pm. 

The culmination of our Floating Pennywort awareness project, this training morning will provide an up-to-date 

summary of invasive species, both flora and fauna, to look out for in the Middle Level. This event has passed 

but the CO is happy to discuss or share presentations from it with Boards upon request. 

June/July date TBC: Water voles - ecology, legislation and mitigation: a guide for IDBs. Venue: Middle 

Level Offices, March (followed by visit to local drain) 

This training will be led by Julia Massey CEnv MCIEEM a Principal Ecologist with many years of experience 

working with water voles in the fens. It will cover the key elements of the species’ ecology and how it relates 

to the work of IDBs.  

Peter Beckenham, Conservation Officer for Middle Level Commissioners
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IDB Map 2021-22 
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CONINGTON & HOLME IDB

INSURED VALUE OF FIXED ASSETS

PUMPING STATION

As At

31st March 2022

CONINGTON PUMPING STATION 610,000.00

610,000.00

Engineer to revalue PS and put to the Board in 2021
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CONINGTON AND HOLME INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

  
Payments 2020/2021 (1st April 2020 - 31st March 2021) 

  

  
Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 888.59 

Environment Agency - Precept  1,050.00 

Davies Contracting Ltd - Flail mowing 2,730.60 

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 256.95 

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 268.69 

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Planning and development applications) 21.30 

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages, telephone charges, stationery  
 and Health and Safety contract 4,968.55 

Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscription 2020 678.00 

L R Boon & Sons Ltd - PTO shaft machined and new extra long guard attached 207.52 

V & J Services - Flail mowing 2,052.96 

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 232.27 

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone charges 3,858.12 

PKF Littlejohn LLP - Audit Fee (2019-2020 accounts) 240.00 

Environment Agency - Precept  1,050.00 

Davies Contracting Ltd - Drain maintenance 508.20 

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 176.69 

Middle Level Commissioners - Supply of sheet piles 383.98 

Middle Level Commissioners - Internal audit fees (Whiting & Partners, 2019-2020 accounts) 543.60 
Ayres Tree Care - Removal of overhanging willow tree from Conington Brook and debris from the 
watercourse 100.00 

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 165.11 
Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Production of Board reports, planning and development 
applications) 539.70 

Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of insurances 423.45 

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Planning and development applications) 57.60 

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 160.05 

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 232.27 

Davies Contracting Ltd - Piling works carried out at pumping station 393.60 

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 695.94 

Information Commissioner - Renewal of Data Protection registration 40.00 

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 502.27 

Middle Level Commissioners - Contribution (Environmental Officer) 397.50 

Association of Drainage Authorities (River Great Ouse branch) - Subscription 2020-2021 6.00 

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 1,756.79 

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Planning and development applications) 880.36 

Middle Level Commissioners - Supply and deliver Castrol Impervia  321.59 

Davies Contracting Ltd - Drain maintenance 718.20 

V & J Services - Flail mowing 8,974.37 

A J Speechley & Son - Install new brushes to slip ring motors and find fault in panel 1,646.28 

A J Speechley & Son - Repairs to motors and pump system 2,568.08 

A J Speechley & Son - Checking of pump control system  189.00 

  

 40,884.18 

  

  
(NB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax)
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Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 914.27

Environment Agency - Precept 1,050.13

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages, telephone charges, stationery

 and Health and Safety contract 4,930.87

Middle Level Commissioners - Preparation of Highland Water claims 45.24

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 1,655.11

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to pumping station 2,629.60

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Production of Board reports, planning and development applications) 748.02

Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of insurances 482.11

Middle Level Commissioners - Board meeting expenses (Account from Barclaycard) 100.70

Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscription 2021 678.00

PKF Littlejohn LLP - Audit Fee (2020-2021 accounts) 240.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Health and Safety re-charges for 2020-2021 240.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone charges 3,860.98

Consent refund - Sisk 50.00

Environment Agency - Precept 1050.12

Middle Level Commissioners - Preparation of highland water claims 39.65

Information Commissioner - Renewal of Data Protection registration 40.00

Association of Drainage Authorities (River Great Ouse branch) - Subscription 2021-2022 6.00

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Planning and development applications) 73.20

V & J Services - Flail mowing 14,488.03

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Planning and development applications) 353.45

Middle Level Commissioners - Internal audit fees (Whiting & Partners, 2020-2021 accounts) 558.00

34,233.48

(NB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax)

CONINGTON AND HOLME INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

Payments 2021/2022 (1st April 2021 - 31st March 2022)
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Remarks

A - Includes:

1 Drainworks (including Environmental Slubbing 0

measures 3,500 8,139 A 8,000 B Flail mowing 6,587

2 Repairs and renewals 50 0 50 B - General provision (based on 2 x prev years)

 Drain maintenance programme to be

3 Insurances 125 118 125  agreed at meeting

Total flail mowing for Board:

4 Administration charge, Health and 2020/2021 9,189

Safety contract, Audit fee, 2021/2022 12,073

printing, stationery, advertising,

Association of Drainage

Authorities subscriptions etc 4,500 4,417 4,575

C - Includes for average higghland water receipts

5 Environment Agency - Precept 1,575 1,575 1,607

9,750 14,249 14,357

LESS Deposit Accounts interest, etc 659 1,257 1,028

9,091 12,991 13,329

BUDGET 2022/2023

GRAVITY AREA (AREA 1)

2021/2022

Budget

2022/2023

£ £ £

2021/2022

Estimated Actual

CONINGTON AND HOLME INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD
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Conington & Holme Internal Drainage Board 

 

 

AREA 1 

 

Rate and levy requirements 

 

 Under Section 37 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, the appropriate proportions in which the net 

expenditure of the Board must be borne for 2022/2023 is:- 

 

 a) Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector – 54.10% 

 

 b) Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to Huntingdonshire District Council – 

45.90% 

 

 The product of a rate of 1p in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £665. 

 

 In 2022/2023 a rate of 1p together with corresponding Special levy would raise £1,228. 

  

____________________ 

 

 

 Revenue cash balance in hand on 31st March 2022 - £3,026 

 

 The estimated net expenditure for the Boards Revenue and Capital Programmes in 2022/2023 

is £13,329 and equivalent to:- 

 

 a)  a rate in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings of 10.85p and 

 

 b) a Special levy on Huntingdonshire District Council of £6,118. 

 

 In 2021/2022 the Board set a rate of 10.00p in the £ together with a Special levy of £5,639 on 

Huntingdonshire District Council. Members should give consideration to the current and 

required level of balances when setting the rate for 2022/2023 

 

 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2022 
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A - Includes:

1 Drainworks (including Environmental Flail mowing 5,487

measures) 1,000 5,655 A 4,600 B

B - General provision (based on 2 x prev years)

2 Electricity 2,150 1,760 3,400 C  Drain maintenance programme to be

 agreed at meeting

3 Repairs and renewals 1,000 0 1,000 Total flail mowing for Board:

2020/2021 9,189

4 Insurances 375 364 400 2021/2022 12,073

5 Administration charge, Health and C - Provision based on 5 year average plus

Safety contract, Audit fee, 50% for new contract rates

printing, stationery, advertising, etc 4,500 4,417 4,575

D - Provision for:

6 Environment Agency - Precept 525 525 536 Replace wet well bolts 9,000

Installation of telemetry 4,500

7 Improvement works 9,000 0 14,500 D P/S options review 1,000

8 Loan repayments (Year 5 of 10) 1,055 1,055 1,055  - From A1(M) account /Replacement weed-screen

8 Loan repayments (Year 2 of 3) 1,190 1,190 1,190  - From A1(M) account / Motor & control panel repairs

8 Loan repayments (Year 1 of 10) 950 0 950  - From A1(M) account / Replace wet well bolts

8 Loan repayments (Year 1 of 3) 0 0 383  - From A1(M) account / Telemetry installation

21,745 14,967 32,588

E - Includes:

Loan funding - wet well bolts 9,000

LESS Deposit Accounts interest, etc 9,850 1,124 15,241 E Grant-in-aid - telemetry 2,250

11,895 13,843 17,347 Loan funding - telemetry 2,250

13,500

2021/2022

Budget

2022/2023

£ £ £

Remarks

CONINGTON AND HOLME INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

BUDGET 2022/2023

PUMPED AREA (AREA 2)

2021/2022

Estimated Actual 
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Conington & Holme Internal Drainage Board 

 

 

AREA 2 

 

Rate and levy requirements 

 

 Under Section 37 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, the appropriate proportions in which the net 

expenditure of the Board must be borne for 2022/2023 is:- 

 

 a) Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector – 97.56% 

  

 b) Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to Huntingdonshire District Council – 

2.44% 

 

 The product of a rate of 1p in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £484. 

 

 In 2022/2023 a rate of 1p together with corresponding Special levy would raise £496. 

 

____________________ 

 

 

 Revenue cash balance in hand on 31st March 2022 - £1,396. 

 

 The estimated net expenditure for the Boards Revenue and Capital Programmes in 2022/2023 

is £17,347, which includes loan repayment provisions of £1,055 (£10,000 payable over 10 years) for 

replacing the weed-screen at the pumping station, £1,190 (£3,500 payable over 3 years) for pump 

motor and control panel repairs, £950 (£9,000 repayable over 10 years) for replacing the wet well 

bolts at the pumping station and £383 (£2,250 for installation of telemetry at pumping station), and 

is equivalent to:- 

 

 

 a)  a rate in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings of 35.00p and 

 

 b) a Special levy on Huntingdonshire District Council of £424. 

 

 In 2021/2022 a rate of 30.00p in the £ was raised together with a Special levy of £363 on 

Huntingdonshire District Council. Members should give consideration to the current and 

required level of balances when setting the rate for 2022/2023. 

 

 

 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

May 2022 


