
 
 

WALDERSEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Waldersey Internal Drainage Board 

held at the Crown Lodge Hotel, Outwell on Wednesday the 22nd June 2022 

 

PRESENT 

 

   P E Lankfer Esq (Chairman) H J Lankfer Esq 

   J T Clarke Esq B R Darlow Esq 

   S J Flint Esq W Sutton Esq 

   N J Harrison Esq B Wales Esq 

P M Tegerdine Esq 

 

Miss McShane (representing the Clerk to the Board) and Mr Morgan Lakey (representing the 

Consulting Engineers) were in attendance.    

 

 

Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr B Rackley Esq and M Mottram Esq. 

 

 

 

B.1224 Declarations of Interest 

 

Miss McShane reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included 

in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

 The Chairman declared an interest in the flail mowing contract as the Board’s flail mowing 

 contractor. 

 

The District Officer declared a financial interest in item no. 19 and in the payments made to 

him. 

 

Mr Clarke declared an interest in the payment made to him. 

 

Mr H Lankfer declared an interest in minute nos. B.1195 and B.1219. 

 

Councillor Sutton declared interests in all planning matters as a member of Fenland District 

Council and (as a member of the Middle Level Board) in matters concerning and the 

payments to the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

Mr Harrison and Councillor Sutton declared interests (as Members of Hundred of Wisbech 

IDB) in any matters concerning Hundred of Wisbech IDB. 

 

 

 

B.1225 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 23rd June 2021 are recorded 

 correctly and that they be confirmed and signed. 

 



 
 

B.1226 Appointment of Chairman 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That P E Lankfer Esq be appointed Chairman of the Board. 

 

 

 

 

B.1227 Appointment of Vice Chairman 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That B Wales Esq (District Officer) be appointed Vice Chairman of the Board. 

 

 

 

 

B.1228 Death of Mr J Arnold 

 

Miss McShane reported that Mr John Arnold, a former member of the Board, had passed away on 

Thursday 29th July 2021. 

 

Mr Arnold had been a member of the Boards from 6th June 1979 until 31st October 2020. 

 

The Board Observed a minute’s silence in memory of Mr Arnold. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That a letter of condolence be sent to Mrs Arnold from the Board. 

 

 

 

 

B.1229 Land Drainage Act 1991 – Board Membership – Fenland District Council 

 

Miss McShane reported that Fenland District Council have re-appointed Councillors B Rackley and 

W Sutton to be Members of the Board under the provisions of the Land Drainage Act 1991. 

 

 

 

B.1230 Flail mowing in the District 

 

Further to minute B.1195, The Chairman reported that the majority of the works had been 

completed. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That Messrs Lankfer carry out the Board’s flail mowing operations for the ensuing year. 

 

 (NB) – Mr H Lankfer declared an interest when this item was discussed. 

 

 



 
 

B.1231 National Grid Gas – Pipeline at Long Drove, Waldersey 

 

Further to minute B.1196, Miss McShane advised that Cadent now proposed to install a protective 

Bund along the High-Pressure Gas Pipeline and a Deed of Endorsement was to be finalised between 

the Board and Cadent to restrict any agricultural or farming operations within the restricted area of 

the pipeline. The finalised design of the protective bund would include regular crossing points at 

100m/200m intervals for access to the arable land farmed by Mr Smith. Cadent had originally 

offered a licence fee of £5,000 but this had been negotiated to £25,000 and payment of the Board’s 

legal costs. A Heads of Terms had been completed and a draft Deed of Endorsement was awaited 

from Cadent’s Solicitors to complete the matter. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That a Deed of Endorsement be completed between Cadent Gas Ltd and the Board on these 

 terms. 

 

 

 

 

B.1232 Footbridges – Waldersey Farms 

 

Further to minute B.1197, Miss McShane reported that the work to the footbridges had now been 

completed and this item could be removed from the future Agendas. 

 

 

 

 

B.1233 Joint Pumping Station Maintenance arrangements and review of District systems alleviation 

measures. (Hundred of Wisbech IDB) 

 

Further to minute B.1198, Miss McShane reported that following the discussions between the 

Boards and the Hundred of Wisbech Internal Drainage Board on the proposals for the new 

calculations for the Joint Pumping arrangement, an initial draft Agreement had been drawn up. This 

Agreement needed to be finalised and approved by both Boards.  

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That further consideration of the Joint Pumping Arrangements and completion of the Joint 

Agreement should be delegated to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board. 

 

 

 

 

B.1234 Pollution incident  

 

Further to minute B.1199, Councillor Sutton reported that a meeting had taken place between the 

Environment Agency and Officers from the Engineers and Environmental Health at Fenland 

District Council on the 16th June 2022, Fenland District Council had carried out an extensive 

sampling exercise to determine the potential source routes and sources of the recurrent pollution 

from the Industrial Estate. The precis of the sample results had now been forwarded to the 

Environment Agency for use as evidence if required. 

The Board asked for a letter to be sent to the Environment Agency asking them to progress this 

matter. 

 



 
 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That a letter be sent to the Environment Agency asking them to follow up the investigation 

 carried out by Fenland District Council and progress the matter. 

 

 

 

B.1235 Clerk's Report 

 

 Miss McShane advised: 

 

 i) COVID-19 Actions 

 

That the majority of control measures have been removed now and normal office working has 

resumed (with the exception of trialling a degree of flexible working, which has been shown 

to be effective following the previous periods of enforced home working). Impacts now are 

largely confined to the high rates of COVID-19 illness cases in the UK. 

 

 

 ii)      Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

 That an eighth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 12th April 2022. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key 

points and resolutions follows; 

 

 

It was recorded that there had been a number of MLC staff changes over the period. These 

included the retirement of Deb Watts, Katie Hunt and Malcolm Downes. Also, Sarah 

Lemmon and Richard Lloyd had handed in their notice. New members of staff replacing them 

and linked with some restructuring of the finances and admin departments were Dave Bantoft 

(M&E Engineer), Sarah Bowd (Accounts Assistant), Polly Tombleson (PA Secretarial) and 

Claire Collings (Secretarial). 

 

It was reported that following the successful telemetry grant bit for Local Levy £125K in 

grant had been secured and consequently an order had been placed for in excess of 45 new 

telemetry outstations. The MLC have tested the new system with the six stations they 

commissioned and were satisfied with its operation. 

 

Training for Board members was covered and it was noted that ADA provide online training 

videos. Various methods for delivering these and recording attendance was discussed and it 

was finally resolved that the best way forward would be to ask all members to watch one or 

two videos a year and to record when they had been viewed. A record of who had watched 

which video would be retained and this information recorded at Board meetings and used to 

support DEFRA IDB1 returns. 

 

A proposal to move from time charges to lump sum annual fees for planning and consenting 

matters was discussed and it was agreed that a proposal to move to this more efficient and 

effective way of working would be put to each Board. For similar reasons it was resolved that 

a proposal should be put forward which would reduce the scale of content reported to Boards 

under planning matters. 

 

Inflationary pressures were touched upon and it was recognised that if this continues there 

will be pressure placed upon Boards to raise their rates more than has occurred in recent 



 
 

years. It was also recognised that along with these inflationary pressures there were increasing 

demands (with legal backing) evolving in relation to environmental gains and Boards should 

be aware of the costs of delivering on these. Examples are the government’s commitment to 

protect 30% of all land by 2030 for the environment and of the Doubling Nature initiative in 

Cambridgeshire. 

 

An update on work in relation to climate change and carbon reduction was given. Work 

currently in hand comprises of production of a carbon baseline for the MLC. Once complete 

the scale of the challenge to target carbon neutrality will be known and work will be 

undertaken to identify possible opportunities for reduction and mitigation, prior to production 

of a policy statement. During these next stages it is expected that Boards associated with the 

MLC will be similarly assessed and plan proposals made for them. 

 

 

 iii) Application(s) for byelaw consent 

 

 That the following application(s) for consent to undertake works in and around 

 watercourses has/have been approved and granted since the last general meeting of the

 Board/Commissioners:- 

 

 Name of Applicant  Details of Works    Date of Consent 

 

Galliford Try Infrastructure Ltd  Installation of site access to north west  15/12/2021 

  - Highways  and construction of temporary site  

      compound to north east of Rings End  

      Pumping Station compound 

  

Galliford Try Infrastructure Ltd Earthworks and replacement of the   15/12/2021 

  - Highways  lightweight fill to the eastern embankment  

      within 5-9 m offset of the surge chamber  

      to form the reposition of larger roundabout  

      and associated pipes. 

 

 

 iv) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

  

That the 84th Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday the 10th 

November 2021. 

 

The Conference was once again held virtually and was split into two parts; the 

Conference in the morning and AGM in the afternoon. It is expected that, whilst in 

future years it is hoped to return to a face-to-face format, the clear separation between 

conference and AGM is likely to be retained. 

 

Speakers this year included Rebecca Row MP (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 

– Defra), Dieter Helm (economist) and Lord De Ramsey (then President of ADA). 

 

Topics covered included the challenges of climate change and the need to step up to the 

plate in delivering on the aim to achieve a net zero target as soon as possible, the 

importance of partnership working and the importance of agriculture in feeding the 

nation. The latter included the need to better educate the population, who clearly desire 

to move forward on delivering climate change and ecological objectives, but do not 



 
 

fully appreciate the role of agriculture, its real impacts or even properly understood 

where and how food is sourced. One example given that challenged a common 

assumption that agriculture was bad for the environment was that recent monitoring of 

CO2 release had shown that a well irrigated peat field of onions released less CO2 than 

adjacent dry grassland. 

 

In his speech Lord De Ramsey announced that he was stepping down as President and 

that his place would be taken by Henry Cator. He was warmly thanked by ADA for his 

many years of service and was presented with a painting by an artist which it is known 

he admires. Henry spoke about how pleased he had been to be invited to take over the 

role and that he looked forward to working with ADA to meet the future challenges of 

the industry. 

 

The AGM that followed gave an update on the work of ADA, noting the likelihood that, 

despite vigorous lobbying, the expectation was that from 1st April 2022 IDBs would no 

longer be able to use red diesel for anything other than heating or to run generators. This 

will impact on costs and will provide challenges to the continued use of agricultural 

contractors. The passing of the Environment Bill was touched upon which will release 

barriers to the formation of new IDBs and will also provide opportunities for IDBs to 

explore extending their boundaries if it was clearly beneficial to do so. Innes Thomason 

spoke on the work of ADA and the consultations ADA had responded to, including 

proposals to extend beaver introduction and a water abstraction licencing charging 

review amongst other things. Finally, it was reported that the ADA Board had agreed to 

a 1% rise in subscriptions for the 2022/23 year and noted that with inflationary 

pressures a higher increase should be expected next year. 

 

 

b) Annual Conference 

 

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held on 

Wednesday the 9th November 2022, venue yet to be announced. 

 

 

 c) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch  

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was 

held on Tuesday the 1st March 2022.     

 

This was the first face to face meeting held since the COVID-19 outbreak but the format 

was restricted to the AGM only. It is planned however to reintroduce the popular and 

useful morning workshops for 2023. 

 

Marc Heading was reappointed as chair with Councillor Doug McMurdo as vice chair. 

Topics covered included unsurprisingly red diesel, and water resources/the work of 

WRE.  

 

Sofi Lloyd announced that Brian Stewart and Ian Hodge from the EA had recently 

joined the ADA Board and that DEFRA had asked ADA to liaise with them on the 

implementation of schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act. She was also 

pleased to be able to report that ADA had been instrumental in initiating an all-party 

parliamentary group with a remit to discuss and consider Sustainable Flood and 

Drainage Management. 

 



 
 

Phil Hulme and Amanda Macloughlan spoke on behalf of the EA covering the 

challenging associated with significant staff changes at the EA and noted that with the 

capital program for this six-year cycle being double that of the previous one this would 

be generating considerable additional work load. 

 

It was advised that this coming years revenue (maintenance) budget was £5.3M which 

was more than the previous year but what could be delivered within this budget could 

be impacted by inflation. 

 

  The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7th March 2023. 

  

 

 

 d) Meeting of the Welland and Nene Branch      

 

The Clerk reported on the Meeting of the Welland and Nene branch of the Association 

held in Woodhall Spa on Thursday the 2nd December 2021. 

 

 

 

e) Updating IDB Byelaws 

 

Further to minute B.1118, ADA have advised that there was an error in the Model 

Byelaws relating to a Penalty Notice which referred to s37 of the Criminal Justice Act 

1982, which was actually repealed on the 1.12.2020 by the Sentencing Act 2020. 

Consequently, Defra has amended the Penalty Notice attached to the byelaws to include 

the correct reference. This Penalty Notice is not part of the Byelaws and, as such, is a 

simple correction. There is no requirement either to readvertise, or seek Defra approval 

and the version now uploaded to the website is the corrected one.  

 

 

 

v) Environment Act 

 

In November 2021 Defra announced that the Environment Act became law. The stated 

aim of this Act is to improve air and water quality, tackle waste, increase recycling, halt 

the decline of species, and improve the natural environment. However, the Act also 

includes powers (specific to IDBs) which amend the Land Drainage Act 1991, 

addressing the technical issue of missing or incomplete data, which is preventing 

existing internal drainage boards from expanding and new ones from being 

established. Defra have stated that they will be working on the associated secondary 

legislation over the coming year and will be engaging with IDBs through ADA on this. 

 

 

 

vi) Smart Level System/District Wide Telemetry Bid 

 

Further to minute B.1200 (vi), Miss McShane reported that an order has been placed for 

a new outstation at the Board’s pumping station and that the final cost to the Board will 

be approximately £2.5K total (with Local Levy grant matching this). This cost includes 

equipment, installation and 5 years of mobile data and website hosting. 

 

 

 



 
 

vii) Red Diesel 

 

Following extensive lobbying and the efforts of ADA, DEFRA and Treasury have 

softened their stance on the potential loss of access to red diesel use by IDBs. Going 

forward then as long as the work undertaken by the IDB can be shown to have some 

agricultural benefit then red diesel use can continue. The exception will be construction 

works and works where the sole beneficiary is an urban area. 

 

 

 

viii) Planning and Consenting Fees 

 

Proposed changes to planning and consenting service supply charging 

 

Two changes are proposed. The current arrangements and the proposed changes are outlined 

below. 

 

1. The current arrangements for charging for Technical Services advice and support, for 

planning and consenting matters, is based upon a direct cost recovery arrangement. To 

achieve this all time spent on every item of work undertaken has to be logged and recorded in 

detail. This information is then pulled together and invoices prepared and checked before 

being passed to the Board Chairs for sign-off. This requires a considerable amount of time 

and effort and this time is of course included in the eventual fees paid. It is considered that a 

more efficient model would be to mirror the one used for charging for Clerking services 

which is based upon a lump sum annual fee. This has a number of advantages. It reduces 

internal workload which in turn releases time to carry out productive work. It also allows 

Boards to budget for the fees knowing at the time of rate setting what the annual fees will be.  

 

To ensure that a fair assessment is made it is suggested that the last five years of fees are 

looked at and an average taken. If there is clearly one or two years where one or two planning 

matters have impacted heavily upon the figures then an appropriate adjustment will be made. 

The final fee will be converted into a fraction of the costs of overall cost of supplying 

planning and consenting services for all Boards including the MLC and this percentage will 

become fixed until such time that a review is called for. 

 

In addition, we will still actively encourage developers and their agents to enter into Pre/Post 

application contracts. This will help keep the overall planning costs to a minimum. We will 

also be looking to move more and more to lump sum charges for developers for the same 

reasons outlined above, ie to reduce internal administration work and costs where possible. 

 

It is not proposed that this change will extend to other Technical Services work, such as 

surveys, catchment analysis, and refurbishment/replacement/improvement scheme work or 

associated advice which will continue to be logged and charged on a “hours spent” basis. 

 

 

2. Many members have noted that the reporting in relation to planning application comments 

and responses is comprehensive.  Again, it often takes many hours to produce such detailed 

reports for which the Board is charged. This time could be spent in dealing with and taking 

action on planning and consenting matters. There is also the issue of the potential time lapse 

between any planning/byelaw issue raising its head and the meeting of the Board. It is of 

course normally advantageous to take action as soon as possible after any issue had become 

apparent. It is therefore proposed that going forward the Board nominate who they wish to be 

copied in on all planning correspondence, for example the Chair and Vice-Chair. They will 



 
 

then be able to liaise with the Planning Engineer if they wish to and will be conversant with 

discussions being undertaken. The Board may also wish to delegate decision making for 

initial actions for bylaw infringements to the Board nominee/s.  

 

To ensure that the Board is consulted on the most important matters it is proposed that when it 

is wished for a matter to be raised within the Board report then a request from the Chair can 

be made and a detailed report would follow. This would normally be the case where 

significant costs might be associated with enforcement, including perhaps incurring legal fees 

or where an unusually large or significant development is proposed. 

 

Should the above change be agreed to, then going forward the Engineer’s report will provide 

a list of all planning applications of interest to the Board and consents applied for/approved 

but unless requested by the Chair no detail will be provided. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

a) That a lump sum fee arrangement be agreed in principle, and figures presented to the 

 Board at their Jaune 2023 meeting. 

 

b) That no further detailed reports be included within the agenda but that correspondence 

on planning matters be shared with the Chairman and Vice Chairman. 

 

 

 

 ix) Anglia Farmers 

 

Miss McShane reported that following the last meeting of each Board/Commissioners the 

Anglia Farmers electricity contract was renewed in October 2021 for a shorter period of 6 

months to 31st March 2022 and this was due to the volatile energy market at the time. As 

there remains an enormous amount of volatility and uncertainty surrounding energy prices 

and as competition is very limited, it was decided that the Commissioners and Boards should 

remain within the Anglia Farmers buying group at the moment as there is likely to be little 

scope for us to negotiate better deals. The Clerk will also report a new contract has been 

signed for a 12-month period to 31st March 2023 with EDF Energy through Anglian Farmers. 

 

The Anglia Farmers Energy team does not have to commit to buying energy for years ahead 

at the current price levels and the flexible contract that they have to buy energy from 1st April 

2022 allows them to risk manage the portfolio for their Members, which means they will be 

well positioned to take advantage of any energy market normalisation ahead. When market 

conditions have settled down/normalised the Board/Commissioners will be asked whether 

they wish to remain with Anglia Farmers. But this may not be for several years based upon 

current market assessments. 

 

 

 

 x) Fens Biosphere 

 

Miss McShane reported that this project is on hold and will remain so unless and until 

Fenland District Council is prepared to engage with a redefined brief and vision for it. 

 

 

 

 

  xi) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 



 
 

 

 That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 will be held at ExCel, London on the 23rd 

and 24th November 2022. 

 

 

 

xii) Water Resources East (WRE) 

 

Further to minute B.1200(xi), the requested contribution from this Board for the 2021/2022 

financial year is once again £125.  Also, the contributions for 2022/23 had been confirmed at 

£125.  Contributions from drainage boards within the East of England secure a direct stake in 

WRE and help to ensure their needs and opinions are taken into account. 

 

A draft WRE plan went out for public consultation and responses to it were to be received by 

 28th February 2022. The latest news can be found by visiting www.wre.org.uk. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board approved the payments of £125 for 2021/2022 and 2022/2023. 

 

 

 

B.1236 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers, viz; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Enc 1 

 
Waldersey I.D.B.  

  

Consulting Engineers Report – June 2022 
 

Weed Control and Drain Maintenance  

The maintenance works carried out last year generally accorded with the recommendations 

approved by the Board at its last Annual Meeting. 

 

The previously approved culvert works at Point 66 were carried out last winter, lining the existing 

steel pipe with a slightly smaller diameter, twin wall plastic pipe, with new bagged headwalls and 

remedial repairs to the track. 

       

 

Northern Area 

A recent joint inspection of the northern area has been 

undertaken with the Chairman and District Officer. The 

inspection revealed the district drains in the northern area to 

generally be in a satisfactory condition and maintained to a 

good standard.   

 

The inspection highlighted sporadic stands of reed and 

aquatic vegetation throughout the Fourteen Foot drain (reach 

5-15-16), Belt Drove drain (reach 28-29-30-31) and Long 

Drove Drain (reach 9-10-33).     

 

Remedial repairs to public byway New twin wall plastic liner 

Long Drove Drain, reach 9-10 



 
 

It is therefore recommended that the aforementioned reaches are treated with an application of 

Roundup herbicide, followed by light machine cleansing, once the adjacent crops have been 

harvested thus allowing machine access.  

 

Sporadic stands of reed and emergent aquatic vegetation are also evident in other areas of the 

northern district and it is recommended the affected reaches are included in this year’s Roundup 

programme. A sum for the completion of the herbicide application has been included in this year’s 

estimated costs. 

 

A further provisional sum has been included in the estimates to allow for any emergency machine 

cleansing, culvert clearance or bank reinstatement works that may be required in the district later in 

the year.  

 

Southern Area 

A recent joint inspection has also been undertaken, highlighting that several District drains in the 

southern area contain dense stands of reed and emergent aquatic vegetation. The main Rings End 

Pump drain (reach 50-51-52-69-70-71-72-74-75) is considered to be the most severely affected 

and it is recommended this reach is treated with an application of Roundup herbicide and lightly 

machine cleansed following harvest this year. 

 

It was also noted the Graysmoor Drove Drain (reach 71-54-53-78-79-80-81-82) is beginning to re-

populate with Phragmites australis (common reed).  Following last year’s successful herbicide 

application, it is recommended the emergent aquatic vegetation is treated with an application of 

Roundup herbicide to control the summer growths, in order to maintain their good status.   

 

Cases of illegal fly tipping have continued within the Waldersey IDB catchment, predominantly in 

the Graysmoor Drove area.  Household rubbish and tyres have been removed on several 

occasions by Fenland District Council’s (FDC) Rapid Response Team. It is worth noting that the 

FDC Team will only collect from the road side, as their Health & Safety Policy does not permit them 

to work on banksides.  As it still remains a general concern in the area, a provisional sum has been 

allocated to allow for any further fly-tipped debris to be cleared or emergency machine 

cleansing/culvert clearance carried out as may be required later in the year.  

 

The Board’s flail mowing contractors, Messrs Lankfer, have indicated they will be available to 

undertake the Board’s flail mowing and weed basket requirements for this year.  In anticipation of 

the Board’s agreement a provisional sum has been allocated within the estimated costs to allow for 

flail mowing, basket work and herbicide application. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The estimated costs of this year’s recommended Weed Control and Drain Maintenance works 

follow, please refer to the previous plan for locations. An additional allowance has also been 

included in the estimates, in anticipation of an increase in contractor’s rates this year, due to 

general uncertainties with the rate inflation and the current rise in fuel costs. 

 
Northern Area 

 

1. Machine cleanse  

Fourteen Foot drain, Reach 34-35-36-37                    1250 m    @    2.00  2500.00 
Long Drove Drain, Reach 9-10-33 800  m @ 2.00 1600.00 
Belt Drove Drain, Reach 28-29-30-31 900 m @ 1.50 1350.00 

     
2. Bi-annual weed basket cleanse  

Speedwell Farm drain, reaches 20-22-23-24-25 1300 m @ 1.00 1300.00                                                     
 

3. Provisional sum    

  Allow sum for emergency machine cleansing, 
  culvert clearance and bank reinstatement  
  works Item  Sum                 800.00 

  
4. Flail mowing of drains in Northern Area            Item             Sum                4000.00 

 
5. Allow sum for Roundup herbicide application  Item             Sum                  500.00 

 
Southern Area 
 

6. Machine cleanse      

Rings End Pump Drain  
Reaches 50-51-52-69-70-71-72 2400 m @ 2.00 4800.00 
Reaches 70-74-75 450 m @ 1.50 675.00 
Reach 54-71 700 m @ 1.50 1050.00 

 
      7. Allow sum for Roundup application to control 

 emergent weed and reed             Item       Sum                 500.00    
 
   

      8. Provisional sum 
 Allow sum for emergency machine cleansing 
 culvert clearance or debris removal works            Item             Sum                 800.00   

 
      9. Flail mowing of Southern Area 

 District Drains                                                   Item        Sum                4000.00   
 

    10. Fees for inspection, preparation and 
 submission of report to the Board, 
 arrangement and supervision of 
 herbicide applications and maintenance           Item     Sum               1300.00 

           
 

TOTAL                                          £              25,175.00 
           

 

Orders for the application of herbicides by the Middle Level Commissioners are accepted on 

condition that they will not be held responsible for the failure of any treatment to be effective.   

 



 
 

Pumping Stations  

Other than the matters described below, only routine maintenance has been carried out since the 

last meeting and the pumping plant at each of the stations is mechanically and electrically in a 

satisfactory condition. 

 

Rings End 

In October the weed screen trolley over travelled pushing cable trolleys out. The faulty limit switch 

was replaced and all others tested and lubricated. 

 

 

South Brink 

Pump 2 motor insulation resistance is low.  It improved between the January and May inspections 

as it was the duty pump, which could indicate it was due to moisture ingress, as it had only a few 

hours over the winter.  New soft starts were fitted to pumps 2 and 3 in September 2021. A new 

tariff override switch was fitted in August 2021.  The weed screen cleaner trolley motor failed 

during January 2022 and a new unit was fitted. One of the outlet flap doors to the Nene is loose 

and needs to be refitted. The outlet pipes are corroding and need to be repainted. 

   

 

 



 
 

The Right to Connect 

During the passage of the Environment Act through the House of Lords an amendment was sought 

which aimed to minimise the impact of new housing development on levels of local flood risk and 

the likelihood of storm discharges of untreated sewerage effluent into rivers and coastal waters. It 

aimed to ensure housing developers design systems according to a hierarchy of drainage options 

that seek to reduce to a minimum the volume of rainwater entering combined sewerage systems 

removing the current “right to connect” to public sewers.  

 

As members of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Flood and Water Management (FloW) 

Partnership the Middle Level Commissioners and their associated Boards/Commissioners have 

been asked to consider taking the opportunity to write to government and voice concerns over the 

right to connect for new developments and how this is expected to increase risk in the future. The 

County Council in its role as the LLFA was going to prepare a letter requesting that the right to 

connect be stopped, or at the very least that a change be considered, but at this time nothing has 

yet been received for comment.  

 

Members need to consider that there could be many currently unassessed beneficial or detrimental 

impacts on the Commissioners’/Boards’ systems; the viability of developments, particularly the re-

development of sites within older parts of town centres, as the more sustainable discharge points 

(ie where the system has capacity for extra rainwater discharge) for site drainage could be more 

costly requiring the provision of significant infrastructure, for example, new surface water sewers, 

pumping station, outfall structures etc. 

 

In order to assist further discussion, the Board/Commissioners are asked to consider if 

they would support removal of the right to connect to public sewers or not. 

 

A141/A47 Guyhirn Junction Improvements – Highways England (now National 

Highways) 

 

The re-establishment of discussions. 

Following further investigation, it was established during August that the reason for the breakdown 

in communication with the Board was because the previous contractor had withdrawn from the 

project in April and that one of the two main points of contact at Galliford Try (the delivery partner) 

had retired and the other had left the company.  

 

Concerns were raised with the respective parties on how this situation had arisen, particularly 

given the importance of both the project and land drainage within the area, and they were advised 

that the Board wished to work in partnership with the various parties involved to reach an amicable 

position. 



 
 

 

The opportunity was taken to remind the parties of the contravention of the Board’s Byelaws and 

advised of the resolution made at the last Board Meeting which could include the issuing of a 

notice requesting the cessation of works that affect the Board’s interests until the relevant matters 

were resolved to the Board’s satisfaction. 

 

Noting that further encroachment within close proximity to the Board’s assets and maintenance 

access strip had occurred a “stop notice” was issued at the beginning of September. 

 

The “stop notice” was acted upon but this separated the site which resulted in problems in 

completing the works efficiently. Concerns were raised about the adverse impacts upon both the 

contract programme and costs incurred but this did not negate the need to seek the Board’s prior 

written consent and conversely the failure and subsequent repair of this discharge pipeline, which 

would likely require the closure of the highway and would cost significantly more to resolve. 

 

This prompted a meeting attended by representatives from Highways England and Galliford Try 

together with the Commissioners’ Planning Engineer and Assistant Works Engineer, at which it 

was confirmed that the contacts the Board had previously dealt with had both left their employment 

earlier in the year with no handover and the Board’s interests had been overlooked, however,  re-

assurances were made that the Board would be kept informed as the works progress and were 

invited to visit the site and inspect the works when it wished to. 

 

In view of this, the contents of a verbal discussion with the Chairman and that consents for 

encroachment would be sought imminently the “stop notice” was removed to enable access in front 

of the surge chamber. 

 

Surface Water Disposal 

During the meeting it was confirmed that a flap valve and the discharge channel serving the South 

Brink arm of the A47, and thus the responsibility of Highways England, and the drainage system 

serving March Road at Rings End, and the responsibility of County Highways, were both found to 

be blocked and inoperative, due to lack of maintenance. This may explain the flooding that 

previously occurred in the hamlet.  Remedial works to the former route have been undertaken. 

 

The use of the existing route beside March Road remains but the discharge was attenuated 

utilising the piped network controlled by orifice plates within manhole chambers.  It is claimed that 

despite the increased impermeable area the discharge rate will be lower but the use of orifice 

plates, which can be removed, does, along with other future maintenance issues, cause a concern 

and is an issue that needs to be resolved. 

 



 
 

Surge Chamber protection works 

In order to protect the surge chamber from potential damage for example from being hit by traffic 

as a result of the re-positioning of the carriageway, it was proposed that a fabricated steel 

protection structure be positioned on the front face of the chamber.  To alleviate any adverse 

impacts, due to the imposed loading created, on both the chamber and discharge pipeline this 

protective structure was placed on concrete foundations.  A splash guard will prevent the ingress of 

icing salts affecting the integrity of the steelwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extracts from Sweco UK Ltd’s Design Drawing No. HE551493-GTY-SSP-S05-DR-CB-30002 Rev. PO3 
Surge Chamber Protection General Arrangement Plan 

 



 
 

This solution was approved by Highways England’s Standards and Engineering Services team, 

acting as the Technical Approval Authority (TAA).  Highways England has also confirmed that it will 

remain owner of the protection structure and hence be responsible for any future maintenance 

should it be required. 

 

Formation of the eastern embankment of the roundabout 

Members will be aware that the soft compressible layers of peat and soft clays form the underlying 

geology in the area and that the use of a standard earthworks solution for the embankment 

widening would result in significant differential settlement in the longer term.  An example of this 

previously evident within the site was at the eastern end of the River Nene Bridge, where fill for the 

original carriageway construction was placed against the rigid bridge structure.  In order to 

minimise the effects of differential settlement as far as possible, the earthworks were designed 

such that proposed loadings in the longer term balance the original loading within the footprint of 

the new higher embankment area.  In order to achieve this, it was necessary to excavate and 

remove a quantity of the existing material which was replaced with lightweight expanded clay fill 

material.  This required the removal of the existing soil on two faces down close to the formation 

level of the chamber. 

 

Given the height of the structure and “raft” type foundations the stability of the surge chamber was 

a primary concern and various options were considered to maintain this including physical 

restraints.  It was considered that it would be difficult to implement a system of restraints that fully 

prevented the chamber from moving to some extent.  A sheet piled anchor was considered but 

would need to be of a significant section and length due to the weak ground conditions and the 

associated vibration during installation could cause liquification of the underlying soft sub-soil.  

Assuming that a robust anchor point could be achieved props and/or ties to restrain movement 

would be required however these would not have been easy to install and tension and it was 

considered that some movement would occur. 

 

Following discussions with the SWECO Geotech Design Team it was considered that the best 

approach to follow would be to slightly amend the earthworks design in the vicinity of the chamber 

as it significantly reduced the risks of chamber movement.   A residual risk of movement due to the 

loading from the earth against the eastern (Old March Road) side of the chamber was removed 

with a temporary excavation but this exposed the rising mains that enter the chamber for a brief 

period 

 

A temporary works procedure and methodology was developed by Galliford Try’s Central 

Engineering Services Department working closely with the Permanent Works Designers, SWECO.   

 



 
 

It was hoped that it would be possible to install protective steel support structure and partially 

backfill the excavation and form the embankment before Christmas.  Unfortunately, the Temporary 

Works Design was not signed off in time and it was considered inappropriate to leave a large 

excavation open over the holiday period. 

 

The good weather during January/February enabled good progress to be made on the excavation 

and subsequent formation of the embankment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A view of the fabricated steelwork protection structure strapped to the surge chamber  
during backfilling to form the eastern embankment of the roundabout 

 

When exposed the rising main was found to be in good condition but some differences between 

the design drawings and the “as built” structure were noted. 

 

   Views of the exposed rising main as it enters the surge chamber 

Subsequent to the completion of the embankment the carriageway structure was installed. 

 

Access to the Surge Chamber 

Whilst the surge chamber has been reasonably accessible in the past, to those who were aware of 

its existence, it has been less visible amongst the soft landscaping. However, the re-positioning of 



 
 

the roundabout makes the structure more visible and it will, arguably, be more accessible and 

possibly used as a safe point of refuge during or following a breakdown and/or accident. 

 

The surge chamber is topped with a mesh grill that can be opened to enable access to the 

chamber but this is unlikely to have been designed to receive a significant imposed loading.  There 

is a drop of approximately 5.94m below the grill and following initial discussions with the Board’s 

Health and Safety Advisor it was suggested that a mesh filled handrail with suitable signage should 

be provided to deter access to the top of the surge chamber.  Now that the works are complete the 

need for such fencing can be clarified. 

 
 
 
 

View of the completed works 
adjacent to the surge chamber 
showing the close proximity to 

the highway. 
 

Note the splash plate on the 
front face installed to prevent 
salts and ice from affecting the 
integrity of the fabricated 
steelwork protection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A gated footpath and steps from the Old March Road to the surge chamber have been installed. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Outstanding Issues 

The improved junction was officially opened in May.  There are some issues, including the 

provision of “as built” drawings, however Galliford Try advises these are currently being finalised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extract from National Highways Press Release photograph showing the completed works. 
The Rings End Pumping Station Surge Chamber is visible toward the bottom left hand corner. 

 

Joint IDB catchment study 

As this investigation affects two IDBs and because the options for addressing any issues found in 

the system both current or future (from growth and climate change) may be delivered in part or 

whole in either of the Board’s districts it will be necessary for both Boards to work closely together. 

 

Therefore, it is recommended that before the Board proceeds too much further and makes any 

commitments a meeting is held to determine for example: What is required?  Who will provide this?  

Is adequate funding available?  What should each Board contribute? And would grant be 

available? This same question was raised at the recent Hundred of Wisbech IDB meeting with the 

hope of obtaining a degree of alignment. 

 

Care needs to be taken to ensure that the most appropriate hydraulic modelling is utilised and that 

the subsequent action plans offer best value for long term growth and climate change.  Given that 

the neighbouring Hundred of Wisbech IDB’s system gravitates into the Board’s South Brink 

Pumping Station sub-catchment system it would be prudent to produce a combined model 

covering both systems, so that relative influences can be understood.   A full understanding of the 



 
 

respective drainage systems and how they interact would be beneficial in determining efficient 

management solutions and will provide a guide for any improvement options to be considered. 

 

Any investigation or study into the Board’s system may be eligible for Flood Defence Grant-in-Aid 

(FDGiA) funding through a FCERM7 (Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management) application to 

help fund the cost of the study.  A typical study will define the problem, identify a range of potential 

solutions and undertake a technical, environmental and economic appraisal to determine the 

outline design of an optimum solution that can be developed into a business case for a capital 

scheme. 

 

As part of the Fens Tactical Plans works, the base line economic benefits have been calculated for 

the assets of each Board.  These figures have been used to determine the potential maximum GiA 

that would be supportable, should a scheme or a series of schemes need to come forward to keep 

the asset operational over the defined 15 year period, whilst analysis of the long term catchment 

needs is identified.  These sums effectively represent a cap on grant and are not allocated monies. 

They have been developed to help support scheme economics should an application for allocation 

be successful.  Care is therefore needed over the use of grant money to fund the delivery of a 

study, which may reduce the amount of grant available to help fund works arising from the 

investigation and preferred option. 

 

There are currently no works or schemes highlighted to the EA’s Tactical Plan programme but this 

would not preclude a scheme coming forward for inclusion in the current capital programme which 

runs to 2026/27.  An application for initial investigations could be made to provide supporting data 

for inclusion of a scheme in the latter part of the grant programme. 

 

As the Board’s system serves the A47, it may be possible to seek funding from National Highways 

(formerly Highways England) from its Environmental and Well Being Designated Fund. 

 

If a meeting is held soon an FCERM7 application can be made and initial engagement with 

suitable engineering consultants can commence with the aim of obtaining. 

 

The Board is asked to confirm its approval of the actions taken and in order to guide further 

discussions with the relevant parties it would be beneficial to receive the Board’s opinion 

and further instruction on the above. 

 

Re-assessment of South Brink Pumping Station  

This matter will be discussed under Agenda item 12 Joint Pumping Station Maintenance 

arrangements and review of District systems alleviation measures (Hundred of Wisbech IDB) - 

Clerk to report 



 
 

 

Planning Applications  

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following 4 new development related 

matters have been received and dealt with since the last meeting:  

 

MLC 

 Ref. 

 Council 

 Ref. 

 

Applicant 

Type of 

Development 

 

Location 

122 F/YR21/0551/O Mrs Prior Residence 
Station Road, 
Coldham  

123 F/YR21/0893/F Mr K McDarby Residence 
Nettle Bank, 
Elm 

124 F/YR21/1301/F Mr P Sunassee 
Residence 
(Annexe)   

Nettle Bank, 
Elm 

125 

F/YR22/0289/F + 
22/00357/FM + 
CCC/22/00275/FUL Anglian Water Services Ltd 

Grantham to Bexwell 
Pipeline Scheme 

Speedwell 
Farm/Long 
Drove/March 
Road, 
Elm/Coldham 

 

From the information provided it is understood that all the developments propose to discharge 

waste water to Soakaways/Infiltration devices and/or Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).  The 

applicants have been notified of the Board's requirements.  

 

Further to the entry in the “Planning Updates & Consultations” document entitled “Long-term 

Ownership, Funding and Maintenance of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)” it is presumed 

that the Board will require its interests to be protected by ensuring the provision of adequate 

arrangements for the long-term ownership funding, management and maintenance arrangements 

for the upkeep of any water level and flood risk management system, whether on or off site, in 

perpetuity. 

 

In order to assist further discussion when dealing with development related matters, the 

Board is asked to consider the proposal, advise on any requirements it may have and 

provide instruction on how it would wish us to proceed. 

 

Rings End (General area rather than parish/town boundaries) 

 

Various developments at Newsham Farm, March Rd, Rings End - Mr D Crockford 

(MLC Ref Nos 077, 083, 094, 104, 109, 110 & 112)  

 

The position concerning this development is currently being ascertained. 

 

A letter has been sent to the applicant and his agent advising that there are several 

matters still outstanding regarding this location.  

 



 
 

Wisbech (General area rather than parish/town boundaries) 

 

Replacement of the Main Outfall at Crooked Bank, Wisbech – Hundred of Wisbech IDB 

(MLC Ref No 111)  

 

The work carried out at the Main Outfall structure under the contract and subsequent 

instructions is ‘practically complete’ and is currently the subject of a twelve-month 

maintenance period. 

 

Another inspection of the structure will be undertaken at the cessation of the 

maintenance period and any remedial works needed will be undertaken.   

 

Medworth Energy from Waste Combined Heat and Power Facility at Algores Way, 

Wisbech - MVV Environment Ltd (MLC Ref 116) 

 

This proposal is an emotive one and members will have specific views on it.  However, 

members are reminded that any actions and subsequent resolutions need to be in the 

Board’s interests. 

 

Further to the last meeting, discussions have continued as part of the on-going pre-

application consultation process with the developer; its engineering consultant, Wood 

plc; and other associated parties. 

 

At the end of June letters were received from MCL, part of MVV Environment Ltd, for 

the purposes of Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008 and/or Regulation 13 of the EIA 

Regulations with the Board being invited to consider the proposed development and 

the information provided in the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) as 

part of the statutory consultation exercise. 

  

The response to MVV included items related to flooding impacts, water resources, 

water quality and conservation which were subsequently discussed at a virtual meeting 

held in December to enable and update on the proposed development and respond on 

the points raised in response to the PEIR. 

 

It was also advised that the DCO application would be submitted to the Secretary of 

State just before Christmas.  However, this was subsequently changed to the end of 

the first quarter of this year and in response to a recent query MVV advised: 

 
“We are in the process of finalising our DCO submission and expect this to be 
submitted in Q2 2022.”  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Wide  

 

March to Wisbech Transport Corridor [Previously known as the Re-opening of the 

March to Wisbech Rail-line - Scheme No 398128 (Wisbech Rail)] (MLC Ref No 113) 

 

& 

 

March Area Transport Study (MATS) - Cambridgeshire County Council (MLC Ref No 

118) 

 

No further correspondence has been received and no further action has been taken in 

respect of the Board’s interests.  

 

Grantham to Bexwell Pipeline – Anglian Water Services Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 121 & 125)  

 

Anglian Water Services Ltd is proposing to install a new potable water pipeline from 

Grantham to Bexwell that crosses part of the Board’s area.  Discussions are underway to 

confirm the route of the pipeline and landowners are being contacted.  A meeting is 

being arranged with Middle Level Commissioners’ engineers to review the depth of the 

pipeline where it crosses watercourses. 

 

A planning application has been submitted to the District Council for consideration. 
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Extracts from AWSLs Drawing No. XXXXX-100005-GRABEXTZ-XXX-MAP-TW-0013 
Sheets 26 and 27 showing the route that crosses the Board’s area 
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Planning Updates & Consultations 

To reduce the size of this consultant’s report and to increase public transparency the section of this 

report which provides information on the various strategic consultations and issues that may affect 

the Middle Level Commissioners and administered/associated Internal Drainage Board has been 

relocated to our website and can be found on www.middlelevel.gov.uk towards the bottom of the 

page under “Strategic Planning Consultation Responses”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer  

 

 

 

15 June 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Waldersey(332)\Reports\June 2022 

 

 

 

 Weed Control and Drain Maintenance 

 

 The Drain Maintenance works had been carried out last year in accordance with the 

 recommendations of the Board. 

 

 The culvert works at Point 66 had been completed. This involved lining the existing steel 

 pipe with a slightly smaller diameter twin wall plastic pipe. 

 

 The Board expressed its thanks to Moran Lakey for the work carried out at Point 66. 

 

 The inspections of the Northern Area and Southern Area had been undertaken, The Northern 

 area drains were generally in a satisfactory condition. The southern area drains contained 

 dense strands of reed and emergent aquatic vegetation and would be treated with Round-up 

 herbicide and machine cleansed following the harvest. 

 

 Messrs Lankfer have indicated that they will be available to undertake the Boards flail 

 mowing and weed basket requirement for the year 2022/2023. 

 

http://www.middlelevel.gov.uk/
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 The Right to Connect 

 

 Following a discussion of this matter, the Board were of the opinion that they would support 

 the removal of the Right to Connect to public sewers. 

 

 

 A141/A47 Guyhirn Junction Improvements. 

 

 The Board noted the report of the Engineer and that the improved junction had been officially 

 opened in May. The Board confirmed the actions of the Engineer to date and asked for a 

 post works CCTV to be carried by the contractors and for a Hydrology report to be prepared. 

 

 

 Planning Applications 

 

 The Board noted the new development related matters which had been dealt with since the 

 last meeting. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved. 

 

 ii) Weed Control and Drain Maintenance 

 

  That the recommendations contained in the Report be adopted. 

 

iii) That Messrs Lankfer be appointed to undertake the Board’s flail mowing and weed 

 basket requirements 

 

 iv) That the Engineer take all actions considered appropriate to complete the post works 

 CCTV with the contractor and a Hydrology Report to be prepared as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

B.1237 Capital Improvement Programme 

 

Members considered the Board's future capital improvement programme, viz; 
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Waldersey Internal Drainage Board

Capital Improvement Programme (2022/2023)

PREVIOUS

YEARS
2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 2029/30 2030/31 2031/32

FUTURE

YEARS
ALL YEARS

Pre Yr 0 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
Post 

Year 10

Total

Expenditure

Rings End p/s
Pumping station replacement 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Pumping station pumping and control equipment 

replacement
0 4.5 0.0 85.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 50.0 139.5

Pumping station automatic weedscreen cleaning equipmet 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 25.0

Pumping station Control building 

refurbishment/replacement
0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 10.0

Pumping station compound/surrounds improvements 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

South Bank p/s
Pumping station replacement 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Pumping station pumping and control equipment 

replacement
10 9.5 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 39.5

Pumping station automatic weedscreen cleaning equipmet 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Pumping station Control building 

refurbishment/replacement
0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Pumping station compound/surrounds improvements 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.0 15.0

Pumping Plant Fund 13 7.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 0.0 110.0

Eel Regulations Eel Regulation implications 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.0 15.0

Refurbishment of inlets/outfalls 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.0 15.0

Drainage Channels

23 21.0 10 115 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 130 369

Identified on PAFS submission - 2020

No engineers asset appraisal update

Board meting June 2021:

Engineer to cary out flood alleviation investigations in conjunction with Hundred of Wisbech IDB.

programme to be develop following receipt of survey

Telemetry:

approved installation of telemetry at both pumping stations
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 RESOLVED 

 

 That the Capital Programme be approved in principle and kept under review. 

 

 

B.1238 District Officer’s Report 

 

 The Board noted and approved the reported of the District Officer, viz; 

 

DISTRICT OFFICERS REPORT 2021/22 
 
Cleansing, weed removal and herbicide applications were carried out as 
planned on board drains last autumn. The areas which were machine 
cleansed with the weed basket were particularly successful and cost 
effective. A plan for cleansing and herbicide application after harvest this 
year will be presented at the Annual Meeting.   Some bank re-profiling is 
also required on some of the Southern area drains due to slips. 
 
Telemetry has now been installed at both pumping stations. Remote 
monitoring has already made making decisions on altering drain levels 
easier, proved during recent heavy rainfall when it was necessary to 
override pumps at South Brink after noticing levels rising during the day. 
Good communication between myself and Hundred of Wisbech IDB D/O 
Mr Buttress has also greatly helped with making decisions on drain levels. 
 
We have had safety barriers and a walkway installed at the division dam 
(point 75) to make it safer and easier to adjust.  
 
There has been several instances of fly tipping into board drains which 
required machine removal, and unfortunately we are still seeing pollution 
of the system on a regular basis.     
 
Please contact me on 07584 139357 if you have any observations 
throughout the year.  
 
B Wales                                                                              05 June 2022 
 

 

B.1239 Conservation Officer’s Newsletter and BAP Report 

 

Miss McShane referred to the Environmental Officer’s Newsletter previously circulated to 

Members, viz; 
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Waldersey IDB 

Biodiversity Action Plan Report 2021-22 
 
 

Environment Act (2021) and note on 2021-22 BAP report 
 

 
The new Environment Act recognises the key roles IDBs play in nature conservation (Photo: PB) 

 
 
The Environment Act (2021) passed into UK law in November 2021 with the aim of protecting and enhancing 
our environment for future generations. The Act includes bold aims to ‘halt the decline in species by 2030’, 
improve air quality, natural habitats and how look at how resources may be better used.  For Internal 
Drainage Boards ADA describes the Act as bringing ‘impacts and opportunities’ which recognise the 
important role IDBs have to play in some of these targets. Areas of particular interest to IDBs are: 
 

- Biodiversity Assessment and Reporting 
 

- Species Conservation Strategies and Protected Sites Strategies 
 

- An Office for Environmental Protection (OEP) to uphold environmental law 
 

 
Following the note in the 2020-21 report, work is underway to update IDB Biodiversity Action Plans in line 
with the newly available ADA guidelines. As part of this process voluntary submissions for an IDB ‘Biometrics 
survey’ were issued by ADA in autumn 2021 and were submitted on behalf of the Board by the Conservation 
Officer. This survey aims to gather data relevant to key targets of the Biodiversity Action Plan with a view to 
putting IDBs ‘on the front foot’ with regards future Biodiversity reporting and assessment, like that laid out in 
the Environment Act above. 
 
The Conservation Officer is happy to field any questions on the subject and will continue to work with Boards 
on existing and future plans. 
 
For ease of use the BAP table has been omitted from this report but is available upon request. 
 

Waldersey IDB Report Summary 
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Invasive Species 
 
Azolla was noted in several drains during a survey in early June 2022, as it has been in many areas across 
the Levels in 2022. Care should be taken when moving machinery between drains/catchments per 
biosecurity policies. Report large outbreaks to CO; the photo below (©CABI) shows a close-up view of the 
plant which can quickly blanket watercourses and varies in colour from pale green to mauve/red.  
 

    
Mink 
 
Two rafts are located in the district which has 
previously yielded a significant number of mink. 
None were caught in the reporting period (although 
one was seen and reported) which is good news. A 
survey of a stretch of drain near node 11 found 
numerous signs of water voles as well as young 
moorhens which is a good indicator of the continued 
absence of mink.  
 
A full summary of the region-wide project to date is 
available in the December 2021 Natural Level 
newsletter. 
 

 
Water Voles 
 
As always, Boards are reminded to contact the Conservation Officer before any bank reprofiling or other 
works that may impact water voles take place. If unsure, please contact the Conservation Officer regardless. 
 
Water vole is likely widespread in the district. Signs were found in most drains surveyed in June 2022; key 
areas are marked on the map below.  
 
Other species/issues 
 
A male tufted duck was an interesting find along drain 10-9, this species is not often seen in such drains 
during the nesting season.  
 
Some repairs will be needed to the Board’s barn owl and bat boxes – specifically the barn owl box at the 
pumping station and the bat box near the old railway crossing cottages. A location for a new box has also 
been found along Crooked Bank and is awaiting installation. 
 
Training 
 
No training opportunities possible in 2021 due to Covid-19 guidelines. New sessions are planned in 2022 
covering two important areas of our work; it is hoped that IDBs will be able to use the opportunities to refresh 
their knowledge on the subjects and/or enhance the skills of contractors/staff who may not have received 
such training before. 
 
Tuesday 22nd March 2022: Non-native species workshop. Venue: Oliver Cromwell Hotel, March. 10-1pm. 

The culmination of our Floating Pennywort awareness project, this training morning will provide an up-to-date 

summary of invasive species, both flora and fauna, to look out for in the Middle Level. Guest speakers: Cliff 

Carson and Mike Foley. This event has passed but the CO is happy to discuss or share presentations from it 

with Boards upon request. 

Date TBC: Water voles - ecology, legislation and mitigation: a guide for IDBs. Venue: Middle Level 

Offices, March (followed by visit to local drain) MOVED TO 2023 

This training will be led by Julia Massey CEnv MCIEEM a Principal Ecologist with many years of experience 

working with water voles in the fens. It will cover the key elements of the species’ ecology and how it relates 

to the work of IDBs. Joining instructions to be sent shortly.  

Peter Beckenham, Conservation Officer for Middle Level Commissioners
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IDB Map 2021-22 
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   Members considered and approved the most recent BAP report. 

 

 

 

B.1240 District Officer’s Fee 

 

The Board gave consideration to the District Officer’s' fee for 2022/2023. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board agree that the sum of £5,294.20 including 3% annual increase be allowed for 

 the services of the District Officer for 2022/2023. 

 

 

  (NB) – The District Officer declared a financial interest when this item was discussed. 

 

 

 

B.1241 State-aided Schemes 

 

Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the 

District and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the 

Environment Agency.   

 

The Board requested that Ring’s End Pumping Station should be include in the forward Capital 

forecasts provided to the Environment Agency. 

 

 

 

 

B.1242 Environment Agency – Precepts 

 

Miss McShane reported that at the Environment Agency Flood Defence Committee meeting the 

Committee voted to adopt an indicative 2% increase in the precepts on Internal Drainage Boards for 

the next 6 years commencing from 2022/23, with the ability to revisit annually should exceptional 

circumstances indicate this is required. The Committee voted for a 0% increase (for exceptional 

circumstances) above the indicative 2% increase for the year ending 31st March 2023 - total of a 

2% increase on the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards for the year ending 31st March 

2023. 

 

 

  The precept for 2021/2022 was £2,633.00.       

  

 

 

B.1243 Agricultural Rentals 

 

The Board considered whether any change was appropriate in the level of rental being obtained for 

the Board’s land, viz:- 

 

 4 acres of arable land at Green Drove (OS 796) – Let to Mr J P Smith 

 Present rent - £40 per acre plus drainage rate. 
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 5.794 acres of land at Crooked Bank – Let to Mr G W Lankfer  

 Present rent - £40 per acre plus drainage rate. 

 

  

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That no change in the level of rental be made. 

 

 ii) That the Solicitor and Assistant Clerk obtain valuations for the land of Green Drove and 

 Crooked Bank. 

 

  

 

B.1244 Association of Drainage Authorities – Subscriptions 

 

The Clerk will report that ADA has increased subscriptions by 1% for 2022, from £565 to £571.  

 

 

RESOLVED 

  

 That the requested ADA subscription for 2022 be paid. 

 

 

 

B.1245 Determination of annual value(s) for rating purposes 

 

Miss McShane submitted the recommendation(s) for the determination of annual value(s) for rating 

purposes. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

i) That the determination recommended be adopted by the Board. 

 

 ii) That the Clerk be empowered to serve notices and to take such other action as may be 

 necessary to comply with statutory requirements.  

 

 

 

B.1246 Rate Arrears 

 

Consideration was given to writing off rate arrears amounting to £17.20. 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That the arrears be written off. 

 

 

 

B.1247 Health and Safety  

 

Further to minute B.1210, the District Officer referred to the report received from Cope Safety 

Management following their visit to the District on 16th November 2021, viz; 
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F:\Admin\Word\Waldersey\mins\7.7.22 
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Mr Wales reported that all matters had been dealt with. The main recommendation in the report had 

been the erection of a ‘No Authorised Access’ sign on the perimeter fence at South Brink Pumping 

Station. 

 

 

 

 

B.1248 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2020/2021 

 

a) The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return 

for the year ended on the 31st March 2021, viz; 
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b) The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2021, viz; 
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B.1249 Defra IDB1 Returns 

 

Miss McShane referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2020/2021 which the Board noted and 

approved, viz; 
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B.1250 Budgeting 

 

Miss McShane referred to the budget comparison of the forecast out-turn and the actual out-turn for 

the financial year ending 31st March 2022, viz; 
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B.1251 Review of Internal Controls and appointment of Internal Auditor 

 

The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls.  

 

Miss McShane advised that due COVID-19 challenges the current Internal Auditor, Whiting & 

Partners, had been approached and asked and had agreed to extend their contract beyond the 

originally agreed three-year term (under the original contractual terms).   It was also noted that 

going forward auditors be invited to tender for a five-year term, the principle being that this gave 

both parties certainty over a longer period.   For the Boards this meant that the investment in time in 

getting a new auditor up to speed represented better value. 

  

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board approve a further one-year extension of the appointment of Whiting & 

 Partners as Internal Auditor and to support the proposal for a five-year contract to be 

 tendered thereafter. 

 

 

 

 

B.1252 Risk Management Assessment 

 

a) The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with their current Risk Management 

Policy. 

 

 

b) The Board considered and approved the insured value of their buildings, but the values 

to be index linked from April 2023, viz: 

 

  

WALDERSEY IDB

INSURED VALUE OF FIXED ASSETS 

PUMPING STATIONS

As At

31st March 2022

  Rings End Pumping Station 1,275,750.00

  South Brink Pumping Station 1,441,850.00

2,717,600.00
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B.1253 Exercise of Public Rights 

 

Miss McShane referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of 

unaudited Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of 

Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

 

 

B.1254 Annual Governance Statement – 2021/2022 

 

The Board considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on the 

31st March 2022, viz; 

 



F:\Admin\Word\Waldersey\mins\7.7.22 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the 

 Board, for the financial year ending 31st March 2022. 

 

 

 

 

B.1255 Payments 

 

The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £104,529.51 which had been made 

during the financial year 2021/2022, viz; 
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British Telecom - Telephone charges 120.84

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages, telephone charges, stationery

 and Health and Safety contract 6,628.21

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Weed control and drain maintenance 2020/21, planning and 

 development applications) 1,795.20

Stainless Metalcraft (Chatteris) Ltd - Repairs to automatic weedscreen cleaner (South Brink pumping station) 368.31

Middle Level Commissioners - Piling drain and installing new pipe at Point 63 899.81

Stainless Metalcraft (Chatteris) Ltd - Credit for flange wheel invoiced twice in error -99.70

B J Plant Hire Ltd - Bank revetment works 1,020.00

Environment Agency - Precept 1,316.50

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (South Brink pumping station) 704.88

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (Rings End pumping station) 275.38 980.26

Countrywise Conservation - Grass cutting at pumping stations 201.60

Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscription 2021 678.00

British Telecom - Telephone charges 117.86

Harrison Agricultural Contracting Limited - Removal of air brick, manufacture and install access door for cable 240.00

Water Resources East - Contribution to operating costs 150.00

Countrywise Conservation - Grass cutting at pumping stations 201.60

The Crown Lodge Hotel - Board meeting expenses 465.90

Peter Lankfer - Flailmowing 12,206.40

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (South Brink pumping station) - (Accounts 

 from Lawtronic, TMC and Wrights Tools) 2,203.16

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone charges 5,268.40

Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of insurances 1,901.62

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Production of Board report, planning and development applications) 468.60

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (Rings End pumping station) 275.38

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (South Brink pumping station) 497.02 772.40

PKF Littlejohn LLP - Audit Fee (2020-2021 accounts) 360.00

British Telecom - Telephone charges 119.95

Environment Agency - Precept 1,316.50

Middle Level Commissioners - Internal audit fees (Whiting & Partners, 2020-2021 accounts) 927.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (Rings End pumping station) 275.38

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (South Brink pumping station) 12768.48 13,043.86

Bank charges (Refunded) 3.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (Rings End pumping station) 210.48

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Planning and development applications) 852.90

B J Plant Hire Ltd - Drain maintenance 8,268.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Repairs to automatic weedscreen cleaner (Rings End pumping station) 253.99

Middle Level Commissioners - Supply of intruder alarm contract (Account from CTS Security) 114.00

British Telecom - Telephone charges 119.26

Davies Contracting Limited - Assistamce with culvert replacement 2,736.84

Middle Level Commissioners - Repairs to automatic weedscreen cleaner (Rings End pumping station) 216.74

Middle Level Commissioners - Health & safety improvement works to division dam at point 75 1,648.03

Middle Level Commissioners - Chemical weed control of District drains 1,091.45

Information Commissioner - Renewal of Data Protection registration 40.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Contribution (Environmental Officer) 472.50

Middle Level Commisssioners - Fees (Planning and development applications) 730.31

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (South Brink pumping station) 1029.26

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance (Rings End pumping station) 275.38

Middle Level Commissioners - Health and Safety re-charges for 2021-2022 480.00

B Wales Services - District Officer's fee (2021-2022) 5,140.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Repair collapsed culvert at Point 66 (Account from AF Group) 1,338.94

Middle Level Commissioners - Repairs to automatic weedscreen cleaner (South Brink pumping station)

 - (Account from Shoebridge Engineering) 1,860.56

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages, telephone charges and stationery 6457.72

Anglia Farmers - Electricity metering charges - (Rings End pumping station) 212.03

Anglia Farmers - Electricity metering charges - (South Brink pumping station) 212.03

Anglia Farmers - Electricity data collection charges - (Rings End pumping station) 119.37

Anglia Farmers - Electricity data collection charges - (South Brink pumping station) 132.62

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply - (Rings End pumping station) 3,136.66

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply - (New Pump pumping station) 13,705.16

104,529.51

(NB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax)

WALDERSEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD
Payments 2021/2022 (1st April 2021 - 31st March 2022)
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 (NB) – The District Officer declared an interest in the payments made to B Wales Services. 

 

 (NB) – Mr H Lankfer declared an interest in the payment made to Peter Lankfer. 

 

 (NB) -  Councillor Sutton declared an interest (as a member of the Middle Level Board) in 

   the payments made to the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

 (NB) – Mr Clarke declared an interest in the payment to him. 

 

 

 

 

B.1256 Annual Accounts of the Board 2021/2022 

 

The Board considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2022 as required in the Audit Regulations, viz; 
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2022 2021

Mar-31 Expenditure during the year Apr-01 Balance brought forward 106,022.31

Precept 2,633.00 2022

Mar-31 Rate income & Special levies 65,795.51

Rates, insurances, telephone 2,229.70 Interest on Deposit Accounts 4.68

Repairs & Renewals 18,002.74 Joint Pumping Account - 

Fuel - South Brink 14,213.33   Hundred of Wisbech IDB 25,936.95

          Rings End 3,539.79 Rents - Land 391.76

Drainworks 39,812.29 Consents 50.00

Administration charge, Audit fee,

 printing, stationery, advertising etc 12,594.19 90,392.04 Transfer from Pumping Plant Replacement Fund

Works at South Brink pumping station 3,616.44

Pumping plant replacement fund-21/22 6,977.00 Revised Joint Pumping caalculations 2020/21

additional increase in balances 6,314.70 13,291.70 Calculation based on 55% contribution 22,962.15

Revised contribution at 65% plus d/w allowance33,483.55

Increased contribution due 10,521.40

Balance carried forward 106,022.31

212,339.05 212,339.05

Liabilities Assets

Capital Provisions 2,545,000.00 Rings End Pumping Station 1,195,000.00

Public Works Loan Board - South Brink Pumping Station 1,350,000.00

  Loan outstanding 0.00

2,545,000.00 2,545,000.00

General Fund 106,022.31 Ratepayers Account 4,270.40

Sundry Creditors 22,427.68 Value added Tax - Refunds due 2,776.34

Pumping plant replacement fund 31,855.46 Sundry debtors 231.76

Capital Realisation Account 93,914.37 Joint Pumping Account -

Development Charges Account 1,502.03   Hundred of Wisbech IDB 25,936.95

Balance in hand:-

  Barclays - Treasurer's Account 219,537.25

  National Savings - Treasurer's Account 2,969.15

  Labour Account 0.00 222,506.40

2,800,721.85 2,800,721.85

WALDERSEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2022

GENERAL FUND

BALANCE SHEET

Capital Section

Revenue Section
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Waldersey Internal Drainage Board

Summary of Bank Reconciliations as at 31st March 2022

Treasurers Account 2021/2022

1st April 2021 31st March 2022

Balance brought forward 197,796.26 Payments made during the year 108,788.11

31st March 2022

Receipts during the year

Clerk's collection account 130,519.54

Interest on deposit accounts 9.56 130,529.10 Balance carried forward 219,537.25

328,325.36 328,325.36

National Savings - Treasurers Account 2021/2022

1st April 2021 31st March 2022

Balance brought forward 2,968.85 Payments made during the year 0.00

31st March 2022

Interest on deposit accounts 0.30 Balance carried forward 2,969.15

2,969.15 2,969.15

Labour Account 2021/2022

1st April 2021 31st March 2022

Balance brought forward 375.78 Transfer to Barclays business current account 375.80

31st March 2022

Interest on deposit accounts 0.02 Balance carried forward 0.00

375.80 375.80

Barclays Bank PLc

Clients Premium Account

Balance per Statement as at 31st March 2022 219,537.25

Less unpresented cheques 0.00

O/S lodgement 0.00

Balance per Trial Balance 219,537.25

Labour Account

Balance per Statement as at 31st March 2022 0.00

Less unpresented cheques 0.00

O/S lodgement 0.00

Balance per Trial Balance 0.00

Cash balances as at 31st March 2022

Barclays Bank PLc

Clients Premium Account 219,537.25

Clients Labour Account 0.00

National Savings

Investment Account per passbook 2,969.15

Total reconciled cash balances per accounts 222,506.40  
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Waldersey IDB

Reconciliation between statement of accounts and Annual Return

Financial year ended 31st March 2022

Per Annual

Return

Line 1 Balances brought forward

General Fund 106,022.31

Development charges account 1,501.96

P/S House fund 93,910.22

Pumping Plant Replacement fund 22,179.22

223,613.71 223,614

Line 2 Rates and Special Levies

Agricultural rates 56,071.60

Special Levies 9,701.00

Penalty 22.91

Costs 0.00

Write-off 0.00

65,795.51 65,795

Line 3 Total other receipts

Interest

General fund 4.68

Development charges account 0.07

P/S House fund 4.15

Pumping Plant replacement 0.98

Discharge consent applications 0.00

Rent 391.76

Consents 50.00

Joint pumping 36,458.35

36,909.99 36,910

Line 4 Staff costs

Wages/salaries 0.00

National insurance contributions 0.00

Pension costs 0.00

Travelling expenses 0.00

0.00 0

Line 5 Loan repayments

PWLB - Principal 0.00

PWLB - Interest 0.00

0.00 0

Line 6 All other payments

Precept 2,633.00

Rates, insurances, telephones 2,229.70

Repairs and renewals 18,002.74

Fuel 17,753.12

Drainworks 39,812.29

Administration 12,594.19

Development charges fees 0.00

93,025.04 93,025

Line 7 Balances carried forward

General Fund 106,022.31

Development charges account 1,502.03

P/S House fund 93,914.37

Pumping Plant replacement 31,855.46

233,294.17 233,294

Reconciliation

Line 1 + Line 2 + Line 3 - Line 4 - Line 5 - Line 6 233,294.17  
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 RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Return, on behalf of the Board, for the 

 financial year ending 31st March 2022. 

 

 

B.1257 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2022/2023 

 

The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage rates in 

respect of the financial year 2022/2023 and were informed by Mr Hill that under the Land Drainage 

Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on agricultural 

hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be respectively 85.165% and 

14.84%, viz; 
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Remarks

A - Includes for:

Soft start units - South Brink p/s 10,323

1 Rates, insurances and telephones 2,100 2,230 2,350

B - Includes provision for:

2 Repairs and renewals 16,350 18,003 A 11,350 B Replace/repair flap valves - South Brink p/s 4,000

 Paint discharge pipes - South Brink p/s 1,000

3 Fuel 23,500 17,753 36,500 C

C - Provision based on 5 year average plus

 50% for new contract rates

4 Drainworks (including Environmental

measures) 24,500 39,812 D 32,500 E D - Includes:

Slubbing 9,171

5 Administration charge, Health and Flail mowing / weed basket (bal. 2021/22) 5,172

Safety contract, Audit fee, Flail mowing / weed basket (2021/22) 10,263

printing, stationery, advertising, 24,606

Association of Drainage

Authorities subscription etc 12,150 12,594 12,675 E - Incudes for Engineers items 25,175

6 Environment Agency - Precept 2,633 2,633 2,633 F - Provision for Future Works (pumping stations) 7,134

Installation of telemetry 9,000

7 Loan Charges 0 0 0

G - Contribution based on new formula (65%)

8 Future Works 6,977 13,292 16,134 F

88,210 106,317 114,142 H - Includes use of plant replacement fund:

LESS  Contribution from Hundred of Works at South Brink pumping station 3,616

Wisbech IDB (Joint Plant maintenance) 17,447 25,937 G 29,358 G

70,763 80,380 84,784 I - Includes:

LESS   Deposit Accounts interest, Grant-in-aid - installation of telemetry 4,500

rents etc 4,990 4,063 H 10,790 I Plant fund - installation of telemetry 4,500

65,773 76,317 73,994 Plant fund - works at South Brink p/s 1,400

2021/2022 2022/2023

Approved budget Actual Budget

£ £ £

2021/2022

WALDERSEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD

BUDGET 2022/2023
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Waldersey Internal Drainage Board 

 

 

 

Rate and levy requirements 

 

 Under Section 37 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, the appropriate proportions in which the net 

expenditure of the Board must be borne for 2022/2023 is:- 

 

 a) Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector – 85.25% 

 

 b) Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to Fenland District Council – 14.75% 

 

 The product of a rate of 1p in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £2,804. 

 

 In 2022/2023 a rate of 1p together with corresponding Special levy would raise £3,289. 

 

_______________________ 

 

 Revenue cash balance in hand on 31st March 2021 - £106,022.  

 

The estimated net expenditure for the Boards Revenue and Capital Programmes in 2022/2023 is 

£73,994 and equivalent to:- 

 

 

 a) a rate in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings of 22.50p and 

 

b) a Special levy on Fenland District Council of £10,914. 

 

 In 2021/2022 a rate of 20.00p in the £ was raised together with a Special levy of £9,701 on 

Fenland District Council to raise £65,773.  

 

 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2022 
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 RESOLVED 

 

i) That the estimates be approved. 

 

 ii) That a total sum of £74,047 be raised by drainage rates and special levy. 

 

iii) That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage 

  rates and to be met by special levy are £63,061 and £10,986 respectively. 

 

 iv) That a rate of 22.50p in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the 

 District. 

 

  v) That a Special levy of £10,986 be made and issued to Fenland District Council for the 

 purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

  

 vi) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special levies 

 and to the special levy referred to in resolution (v). 

 

 vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levy by such statutory 

 powers as may be available. 

 

 

 

B.1258 Date of next Meeting 

 

 RESOLVED 

 

 That the next Meeting of the Board be held on Wednesday the 21st June 2023 at 5.30pm at 

 the Crown Lodge Hotel, Outwell. 

 

 

 

B.1259 Any Other Business 

 

The Board considered the section of Drain between points 27 – 33 and suggested that this section be 

unadopted for maintenance purposes and that the appropriate Notices be served on the Riparian 

Owners. 

 

 

  

 

 

…………………………………….. 

Chairman 

 

 

……………………….. 

Date 


