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RAMSEY UPWOOD AND GREAT RAVELEY INTERNAL 

DRAINAGE BOARD 
 

 

Telephone: DD (01354) 602003                                                                 Middle Level Offices 

                                                                                                                        85 Whittlesey Road 

E-mail: enquiries@middlelevel.gov.uk                        MARCH 

             www.middlelevel.gov.uk                                                                         Cambs 

                                       PE15 0AH 

 

 

20th December 2022 

 

 

 

Mr Chairman and Gentlemen 

 

Meeting of the Board - 5th January 2023 
 

I enclose the Agenda for the Meeting of the Board to be held at The Old Nene Golf and Country Club 

at 4pm on Thursday 5th January 2023. 

 

 

Please telephone or e-mail to confirm whether or not you will be attending the meeting as soon as 

possible. 

 

 

Yours truly 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Chairman and the Members of the Ramsey Upwood and Great Raveley Internal 

Drainage Board 
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A G E N D A 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

 

 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

 Members to declare any interests relating to the Agenda. 

 

 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

 

 To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 12th May 2022.  

(Copy pages 8 - 20) 

 

 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

 

 

5. Election of Board Members 

 

 The Clerk will report that the term of office of the Members of the Board will expire on the 

 31st October 2023 and will submit the proposed register of electors which is applicable to the 

 2023 election. 

 

 

 

6. Use of Droves Claimed by the Board 

 

 Further to minute B.1331, the Chairman to report.   

 

 

 

7. Drain Adjacent to Tesco’s at Point 28 

 

 Further to minute B.1332, the Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

8. Cadent Gas 

 

 Further to minute B.1333, the Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

9. Development at Ramsey Business Park, St Mary’s Road, Ramsey (MLC Ref Nos, MLC 225, 

         278, 354, 357 & 359) 

 

 Further to minute B.1334, the Clerk to report. 
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10. Issues with rubbish and sewage discharge along Middle Drove, Ramsey Heights 

 

 Further to minute B.1335, the Clerk to report. 

 

 

11. Clerk's Report 

 

 The Clerk advises:-  

 

i) COVID-19 Actions 

 

That the majority of control measures have been removed now and normal office working has 

resumed (with the exception of trialling a degree of flexible working, which has been shown to 

be effective following the previous periods of enforced home working). Impacts now are largely 

confined to the high rates of COVID-19 illness cases in the UK. 

 

 ii)      Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

 That a nineth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 13th December 2022. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key 

points and resolutions follows; 

 

David Thomas advised on the planned staffing changes being implemented due to his 

impending retirements. He stated that his post was being split back into Chief Executive/Clerk 

and Chief Engineer and that the appointments were:  

 

Paul Burrows – to be the new CEO/Clerk - currently in post with the EA as a national Delivery 

Assurance Manager, and before that as Flood & Coastal Risk Manager for the East Anglia Area, 

then Flood Strategy Manager – Paul spearheaded Tactical Plans for the Fens which have 

secured the possibility of obtaining significant grant allocation on a Board by Board basis over 

a 15 year period, whilst at the same time defining a pathway to better understand the challenges 

faced and options  worth considering for our lowland catchment as climate change and growth 

tests our current infrastructure arrangements.  

 

Nicola Oldfield – to be the new Chief Engineer – currently in post with the EA as a Senior 

Project Manager. She most recently project managed the £30M Middle Level Barrier Bank 

scheme and had just taken over as project manager of the Cranbrook Counter Drain 

Strategy.  She has, in the past, been employed by an IDB and has worked in close partnership 

with many IDBs including North Level IDB. Jonathan Brown stated how pleased the MLC 

Executive had been with these two candidates and how easy the choice had been given their 

knowledge of the area and experience to date. 

 

An update was given on the role out of telemetry, which was receiving positive feedback from 

District Officers. A request was made for the login details to be provided to Chairmen as well 

as District Officers and it was confirmed that this would be arranged. 

 

David Thomas confirmed that all but two Boards had stated their wish to move to the new 

planning and consenting charging and reporting arrangements and that the Assistant Treasurer 

was finalizing figures ready for the 2023 IDB/DDC meetings. A request was made for all 

correspondence which developers and their agents which is copied to Chairman should include 

the planning application references. 
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The protection and control of Bylaw strips was discussed at length and it was agreed that a 

policy document outlining the red-lines Boards should be applying to ensure that their 

ratepayers do not suffer as a result of development will be prepared for the Boards to consider. 

It was noted at the meeting that the refusal to issue any consent is subject to a reasonableness 

test, hence the document cannot preclude consenting everything within the 9m strip and the 

policy will be for guidance purposes only. It was felt that it should help developers, planning 

authorities and the Boards by providing some additional clarity. It was also felt that some case 

history examples to be circulated to members might help them understand the issues which 

have to be addressed. 

 

Climate Change was discussed and it was noted that the MLC had completed its carbon audit 

and would now start work on carbon reduction and mitigation initiatives. It was also noted that 

the M&E engineer was looking at base levels of energy consumption at pumping stations, for 

example to see if panel heaters are left on permanently. He will be making recommendations 

to Boards if he identifies scope for reducing power without risking the apparatus. 

 

WRE were mentioned and the Chief Executive stated that he was pleased that the draft water 

resource plan for the East included extensive reference to agriculture and its need for water to 

support the growing of food to feed the nation and also of the key role played by IDBs in 

transferring water to the point needed by abstractors. He also commented upon the newly 

proposed Cambridgeshire fens reservoir, north of Chatteris and advised that the MLC were 

responding on the need to get fill supply and draw-down arrangements right, but also that we 

need to seek to gain capital from the opportunities that the new reservoir will present in terms 

of bringing money into the area and potentially helping reduce flood risk and assist with water 

need balancing. 

 

The Chief Executive advised that a decision had been made to move the MLC and IDB’s 

electricity supply contracts from Anglian Farmers to the Green Energy Advice Bureau. This 

followed several years of extended poor service levels and lack of timely information coming 

from Anglian Farmers. 

 

The future of IDBs and the value of potential amalgamations was once discussed and this gave 

rise to questions over small boards being able to secure a quorate for which this had been a 

particularly poor year. It was agreed that this item should remain on the agenda and that any 

Chairs who felt that the time was right for their Boards to look again and the 

advantages/disadvantages of amalgamation would contract the Clerk. It was also agreed that it 

may be useful to undertake an exercise around updating the original Geoff Beal report which 

had recommended that the number of Boards within the area administered by the MLC could 

reasonably be reduced to three or four. 

 

The Clerk finally noted that the ADA Great Ouse branch AGM would be held on the 7th March 

at Prickwillow Hall and would be in the format of workshops in the morning and an AGM in 

the afternoon. The workshops theme this year would be; water resources, the new reservoir and 

climate change. 

 

 

iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

 

That the 85th Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday 9th 

November 2022 at The Hive, Nocton, Lincolnshire. 
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This year marked another change in the arrangements for the National Conference and 

AGM, with the AGM being held virtually on 28th September 2022 followed by the 

national conference held as a hybrid meeting at the Dyson Farming complex in 

Lincolnshire on 9th November. The choice of venue was to avoid the risk of being 

impacted by rail strikes and it also represented significant cost savings. The event had 

limited numbers and was fully subscribed. 

Following an introduction by the President of ADA Robert Caudwell who noted the good 

work being done by ADA but also noted that with COP27 ahead climate change was the 

single biggest challenge facing everybody and that IDBs would need to play their part in 

delivering carbon reduction. 

The opening address was given by Councillor Matthew Riddle,  Chairperson, Lower 

Severn Internal Drainage Board and Councillor, South Gloucestershire Council who 

spoke on options which could be pursued to change the way Special Levy is reported and 

dealt with by the Councils. The challenge at the moment was perceived as the lack of 

transparency with Special Levy payments not being itemised on rate bills in the same way 

that police and ambulance services are. There is also the issue that by not disaggregating 

the Special Levy payments, increases in them can currently (for Councils who pay large 

Special Levys) trigger a local election under the current rules.  

Key note speakers were Hazel Durant Waterway & Flood Water Management Policy 

Team, Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Luzette Kroon Board 

member: Innovation & International, Dutch Water Authorities, Dykgraaf (chairperson), 

Wetterskip Fryslân. Hazel spoke of the challenges ahead and noted that it would be 

foolhardy to expect revenue expenditure to be increased by treasury given the current 

economic climate. The best we could hope for would be last years’ figures to be matched. 

She praised the work of IDBs and noted the important role they play in delivering flood 

risk benefits through their direct works and also through PSCAs. Luzette spoke of the 

similarities and differences between IDBs and their Dutch equivalents and went on to 

describe the challenges faced arising from climate change. 

A panel discussion followed and the MLC Chief Executive was invited to sit on this panel. 

He took the opportunity to outline the work of WRE but also to express his concerns that 

currently Land Drainage Act legislation was holding back the full potential of IDBs in 

terms of water resource management and investment. A review is urgently required and 

the support of the EA and DEFRA is needed. Hazel agreed that there was a need but hope 

a way forward could be found that didn’t require primary legislation. 

The day concluded with a field visit to showcase the Dunston Beck Improvement Project. 

The improvement project, completed by Dyson Farming with the Environment Agency, 

Wild Trout Trust and other partners, seeks to improve the biodiversity and water quality 

of the beck with a sensitive mosaic of wetland habitats delivered through excavations 

recreating a meandering river system with the retention of water providing ecological and 

also some modest flood risk benefits. 
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b) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association will take place 

on Tuesday 7th March 2023 at Prickwillow Village Hall. 

 

 

 

vi) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 

 

That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2023 will held at the ExCel, London on 

Wednesday 22nd & Thursday 23rd November 2023 

 

 

 

12. Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

 To consider the Report of the Consulting Engineers 

(Copy pages 21 - 24) 

 

 

13. District Officer’s Report 

 

 To consider the Report of the District Officer.  

  

 

 

14. Environmental Update  

 

 The Clerk to report on Environmental matters.  

  

 

 

15.     Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991  

 

The Clerk will report that claims for contributions totalling £1,804.76 (inclusive of supervision) 

have been submitted (£7,312.68 less £5,507.92 paid on account for the financial year 2021/2022 

and the sum of £6,557.62 in respect of 80% of the Boards estimated expenditure for the financial 

year 2022/2023) and on communications from the Environment Agency concerning payment 

of the claims. 

 

 

16. Association of Drainage Authorities 

 Subscriptions 

 

The Clerk will report that ADA has increased subscriptions by 4.5% for 2023, from £571 to 

£597 

 

 

17. Health and Safety  

 

Further to minute B.1346, the Chairman will advise that Cope Safety Management will carry 

out their visit to the District on the 15th February 2023 and the report will be referred in the next 

meeting. 
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18. Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2021/2022 

 

 a) To consider the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return for the year ended on the 

 31st March 2022. 

(Copy pages 25 - 29) 

 

 b) To consider the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year ended on the 31st March 

 2022. 

(Copy pages 30 - 39) 

 

 

 

19. Defra IDB1 Returns   

 

 The Clerk will refer to the completed IDB1 form for 2021/2022. 

(Copy pages 40-49) 

 

 

 

20. Financial Position      

 

a) The Clerk will advise the Board of how estimated expenditure for 2022/2023 compares          

 with actual expenditure to date. 

(Copy page 50) 

 b) Board’s cash balances at 30th November 2022. 

 

   Clients Premium Account - £282,131.86. 

 

 

 

 

21. Date of next Meeting 

 

 The next meeting will be Thursday 11th May 2023 at 10am – Old Nene Golf Club. 

 

 

 

22. Any Other Business 
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RAMSEY UPWOOD AND GREAT RAVELEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Ramsey Upwood and Great Raveley Internal Drainage Board 

hosted at the Old Nene Golf and Country Club, March on Thursday 12th May 2022 

 

PRESENT 

 

   A C Roberts Esq (Chairman)       J I Edwards Esq 

   R Blackhurst Esq (Vice Chairman)         A Wagstaffe Esq 

   J R Clarke Esq         C W Pickard Esq  

   

 

Miss Lorna McShane (representing the Clerk to the Board), Chris Convine (MLC Engineer) and Mr 

Leo Butler (District Officer) were in attendance.  

 

 

Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received from S Bedford Esq, A Butler Esq, T Bedford Esq, Cllr S Corney 

and A Lensen Esq. 

 

 

B.1324 Inspection of District 

 

1. New Fen Pumping Station 

 

The Board inspected the Pumping Station & surrounding area. 

 

Chris Convine referred to subsidence in the discharge pipe and confirmed that there had been 

no further movement in the last year. There was some discussion about options for the Board if 

further movement occurred, but the Engineer felt that for the time being no further action was 

required and he would continue to monitor the discharge pipe. 

 

The pump was refurbished in 2021. 

 

2. Green Dyke Pumping Station 

 

This Pumping Station is to be replaced. 

 

Likely cost in the region of £1 million and whilst the business case is being developed in the 

hope of obtaining 100% grant, it is possible only 80% or less will be approved. Some road 

improvements may also be needed as part of this scheme. 

 

3. Upwood Common Pumping Station 

  

 The Board examined the works carried out on the recommendation of Cope Safety 

 Management – new fencing, steps up to the drain and a fence on the slacker. It was noted that 

 the power supply poles are leaning quite badly - this is the supply to the pumping station. This 

 could be a problem for the Board if pole/poles are blown over in a storm event. 

 

 Chris Convine took details of the supply & pictures of the leaning poles and will contact UK 

 Power Networks. 
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4. Soil on drain side in 9 metre strip 

 

 It was noted that on the drain leading to Upwood Common Pumping Station that soil had been 

 placed over the fence on the drain side in the 9-metre strip – this needs to be removed. 

 

 Letter sent to: Mr Stuart Crump. 

 

 

   

B.1325 Declarations of Interest 

 

Miss McShane reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included 

in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

 Richard Blackhurst (Vice Chairman) declared an interest in item 15 in relation to the headwall 

 application. 

 

 Andrew Roberts declared an interest in payments for works carried out for the Board. 

 

 

 

 

B.1326 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 6th January 2022 are recorded correctly and 

that they be confirmed and signed. 

 

 

 

 

B.1327 Matters Arising 

 

A query was raised as to whether properties on Middle Drove are rated as residential rather than 

agricultural. 

 

 

 

 

B.1328 Appointment of Clerk 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Middle Level Commissioners be appointed Clerk to the Board for the ensuing year. 

 

 

 

B.1329 Clerk’s fee 

 

The Board gave consideration to the Clerk’s fee for 2022/2023. 

 

RESOLVED 
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That there be no increase in the Clerk’s fee for 2022/2023. 

 

 

B.1330 Appointment of District Officer 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That L Butler Esq be appointed District Officer to the Board during the ensuing year. 

 

 

 

B.1331 Use of Drove Claimed by the Board 

 

Further to minute B.1305, the Chairman reported that he would not pursue putting a gate on Pickers 

Drove at the current time, but noted the Board would continue to monitor the use of Pickers Drove. 

The Chairman also reported that it was likely that the improvement to the access road to Green Dyke 

Pumping Station would be included as part of the Pumping Station refurbishments. 

 

 

 

B.1332 Drain Adjacent to Tesco's at Point 28 

 

Further to minute B.1276, Miss McShane reported that a letter had been sent to Tesco Stores Ltd, 

requesting a payment of £22,730.05 be made as a contribution fee for the increases in discharge rate 

due to a larger pump being fitted than they referred to in their Discharge Consent Application. 

 

The letter sent would automatically trigger reminder letters, under the Boards Debt Collection 

Procedure and if the sum demanded was not paid, a letter before action would be sent and court action 

commenced. 

 

 

 

B.1333 Cadent Gas 

 

Further to minute B.1307, Chris Convine reported that Cadent Gas Contractors were now on site and 

the works to provide protection for the high-pressure gas main at Ugg Mere Court Road corner were 

progressing. Dams had been installed on each side of the works and there were pumps on site to deal 

with excess water. A concrete canvas was to be installed as part of the scheme to give some erosion 

protection to the property adjacent to the drain. 

 

The Board considered and approved the plans submitted by Cadent Gas, but also asked if the Engineer 

could contact the Environment Agency generally about contributions towards additional works that 

were necessary because of the erosion to the banks of the Boards drains arising from highland water. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the drawing submitted showing the works for the temporary watercourse bund for the culvert 

lining be approved and that the Engineer contact the Environment Agency about contributions to the 

cost of the works required because of erosion of the bank partly due to water flowing down from 

highlands. 
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B.1334 Development at Ramsey Business Park, St Mary’s Road, Ramsey  

 

Further to minute B.1308, Miss McShane reported that at the current time, this scheme did not appear 

to be progressing and there had been no further correspondence received from Applicants or the 

Applicants agents, but the previous comments of the Board about this application had been noted by 

the Engineer. 

 

 

 

B.1335 Meeting to discuss issues with rubbish and sewage discharge along Middle Drove, Ramsey 

Heights 

 

Further to minute B.1311 (ii) & (iii), the Chairman reported that he has attended a meeting with 

representatives of the District Council, Environment Agency an 10th March 2020, the Environment 

Agency were going to further work on this matter following the meeting and the Board requested that 

the District Council and Environment Agency be contacted again to advise that formal enforcement 

action was now required. 

 

 

 

B.1336 Options available for spraying. 

 

Further to minute B.1311 (iv), the Board considered the options available for spraying on Middle 

Drove, Ramsey Heights. It was considered that weeds and bushes should be removed between points 

64 – 65. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Chairman, District Officer and Chris Convine look at the works that need to be carried out 

on site and Paul Mason be approached to see if he can carry out this work on behalf of the Board after 

the harvest. 

 

 

 

 

B.1337 Abbey Farm 

 

Further to minute B.1309, Miss McShane advised that due to the confidential nature of the issues 

relating to this item, it was necessary to pass a formal resolution to exclude the public. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That in pursuance of Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 

be excluded from the meeting when the above matters are considered by reason of the confidential 

nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

 

 

 

B.1338 Clerk's Report 

 

Miss McShane advised:- 

 

 i) COVID-19 Actions 
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That the majority of control measures have been removed now and normal office working has 

resumed (with the exception of trialling a degree of flexible working, which has been shown to 

be effective following the previous periods of enforced home working). Impacts now are largely 

confined to the high rates of COVID-19 illness cases in the UK. 

 

 

 ii)      Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

 That an eighth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 12th April 2022. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key 

points and resolutions follows; 

It was recorded that there had been a number of MLC staff changes over the period. These 

included the retirement of Deb Watts, Katie Hunt and Malcolm Downes. Also, Sarah Lemmon 

and Richard Lloyd had handed in their notice. New members of staff replacing them and linked 

with some restructuring of the finances and admin departments were Dave Bantoft (M&E 

Engineer), Sarah Bowd (Accounts Assistant), Polly Tombleson (PA Secretarial) and Claire 

Collings (Secretarial). 

 

It was reported that following the successful telemetry grant bit for Local Levy £125K in grant 

had been secured and consequently an order had been placed for in excess of 45 new telemetry 

outstations. The MLC have tested the new system with the six stations they commissioned and 

were satisfied with its operation. 

 

Training for Board members was covered and it was noted that ADA provide online training 

videos. Various methods for delivering these and recording attendance was discussed and it 

was finally resolved that the best way forward would be to ask all members to watch one or two 

videos a year and to record when they had been viewed. A record of who had watched which 

video would be retained and this information recorded at Board meetings and used to support 

DEFRA IDB1 returns. 

 

A proposal to move from time charges to lump sum annual fees for planning and consenting 

matters was discussed and it was agreed that a proposal to move to this more efficient and 

effective way of working would be put to each Board. For similar reasons it was resolved that 

a proposal should be put forward which would reduce the scale of content reported to Boards 

under planning matters. 

 

Inflationary pressures were touched upon and it was recognised that if this continues there will 

be pressure placed upon Boards to raise their rates more than has occurred in recent years. It 

was also recognised that along with these inflationary pressures there were increasing demands 

(with legal backing) evolving in relation to environmental gains and Boards should be aware of 

the costs of delivering on these. Examples are the government’s commitment to protect 30% of 

all land by 2030 for the environment and of the Doubling Nature initiative in Cambridgeshire. 

 

An update on work in relation to climate change and carbon reduction was given. Work 

currently in hand comprises of production of a carbon baseline for the MLC. Once complete 

the scale of the challenge to target carbon neutrality will be known and work will be undertaken 

to identify possible opportunities for reduction and mitigation, prior to production of a policy 

statement. During these next stages it is expected that Boards associated with the MLC will be 

similarly assessed and plan proposals made for them. 
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 iii) Application(s) for byelaw consent 

 

 That the following application(s) for consent to undertake works in and around 

 watercourses has/have been approved and granted since the last general meeting of the

 Board/Commissioners:- 

 Name of Applicant  Description of works   Date consent granted 

 

 Cornwell & Son   Fill two watercourses and    19/01/2022 

      clean out and enlarge two  

      existing watercourses sufficiently 

      to ensure no loss of total water storage. 

 

 R W Blackhurst   Installation of 8 field underdrain  19/01/2022 

      outfalls in District watercourses  

      between points 11 and 12 in New Fen 

       area.  Work to include the provision of  

      ‘Dyketector’ headwalls and marker posts 

 

 NB:  R W Blackhurst declared an interest in the application to install 8 field under-drain  

  outfall between points 11 – 12 in the new fen area. 

 

iv) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

 

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held on 

Wednesday the 9th November 2022, venue yet to be announced. 

 

 

 

 b) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch  

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held 

on Tuesday the 1st March 2022.     

 

This was the first face to face meeting held since the COVID-19 outbreak but the format 

was restricted to the AGM only. It is planned however to reintroduce the popular and 

useful morning workshops for 2023. 

 

Marc Heading was reappointed as chair with Councillor Doug McMurdo as vice chair. 

Topics covered included unsurprisingly red diesel, and water resources/the work of WRE.  

 

Sofi Lloyd announced that Brian Stewart and Ian Hodge from the EA had recently joined 

the ADA Board and that DEFRA had asked ADA to liaise with them on the 

implementation of schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act. She was also 

pleased to be able to report that ADA had been instrumental in initiating an all-party 

parliamentary group with a remit to discuss and consider Sustainable Flood and Drainage 

Management. 

 

Phil Hulme and Amanda Macloughlan spoke on behalf of the EA covering the challenges 

associated with significant staff changes at the EA and noted that with the capital program 

for this six-year cycle being double that of the previous one this would be generating 

considerable additional work load. 
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It was advised that this coming years revenue (maintenance) budget was £5.3M which 

was more than the previous year but what could be delivered within this budget could be 

impacted by inflation. 

 

  The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7th March 2023. 

 

  

 

 v) Smart Level System/District Wide Telemetry Bid 

 

 Further to minute B.1252(vi) the Clerk reported that the Board had resolved that it did 

 not wish to be involved in this grant-in-aided scheme. 

 

 

 vi) Proposed changes to planning and consenting service supply charging 

 

Two changes are proposed. The current arrangements and the proposed changes are 

outlined below. 

 

1. The current arrangements for charging for Technical Services advice and support, for 

planning and consenting matters, is based upon a direct cost recovery arrangement. To 

achieve this all time spent on every item of work undertaken has to be logged and recorded 

in detail. This information is then pulled together and invoices prepared and checked before 

being passed to the Board Chairs for sign-off. This requires a considerable amount of time 

and effort and this time is of course included in the eventual fees paid. It is considered that 

a more efficient model would be to mirror the one used for charging for Clerking services 

which is based upon a lump sum annual fee. This has a number of advantages. It reduces 

internal workload which in turn releases time to carry out productive work. It also allows 

Boards to budget for the fees knowing at the time of rate setting what the annual fees will 

be.  

 

To ensure that a fair assessment is made it is suggested that the last five years of fees are 

looked at and an average taken. If there is clearly one or two years where one or two 

planning matters have impacted heavily upon the figures then an appropriate adjustment 

will be made. The final fee will be converted into a fraction of the costs of overall cost of 

supplying planning and consenting services for all Boards including the MLC and this 

percentage will become fixed until such time that a review is called for. 

 

In addition, we will still actively encourage developers and their agents to enter into 

Pre/Post application contracts. This will help keep the overall planning costs to a minimum. 

We will also be looking to move more and more to lump sum charges for developers for 

the same reasons outlined above, ie to reduce internal administration work and costs where 

possible. 

 

It is not proposed that this change will extend to other Technical Services work, such as 

surveys, catchment analysis, and refurbishment/replacement/improvement scheme work or 

associated advice which will continue to be logged and charged on a “hours spent” basis. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That a lump sum fee arrangement be agreed in principle, and figures presented to the Board 

at their January 2023 meeting. 
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2. Many members have noted that the position in relation to planning application comments 

and responses is comprehensive.  Again, it often takes many hours to produce such detailed 

reports for which the Board is charged. This time could be spent in dealing with and taking 

action on planning and consenting matters. There is also the issue of the potential time 

lapse between any planning/byelaw issue raising its head and the meeting of the Board. It 

is of course normally advantageous to take action as soon as possible after any issue had 

become apparent. It is therefore proposed that going forward the Board nominate who they 

wish to be copied in on all planning correspondence, for example the Chair and Vice-Chair. 

They will then be able to liaise with the Planning Engineer if they wish to and will be 

conversant with discussions being undertaken. The Board may also wish to delegate 

decision making for initial actions for bylaw infringements to the Board nominee/s.  

 

To ensure that the Board is consulted on the most important matters it is proposed that 

when it is wished for a matter to be raised within the Board report then a request from the 

Chair can be made and a detailed report would follow. This would normally be the case 

where significant costs might be associated with enforcement, including perhaps incurring 

legal fees or where an unusually large or significant development is proposed. 

Should the above change be agreed to, then going forward the Engineer’s report will 

provide a list of all planning applications of interest to the Board and consents applied 

for/approved but unless requested by the Chair no detail will be provided. 

  

RESOLVED 

 

That no further detailed reports on individual planning matters be included in the 

Consulting Engineer’s Report unless requested by the Chairman or Vice Chairman. 

 

 

 

vii)  Red Diesel 

 

Following extensive lobbying and the efforts of ADA, DEFRA and Treasury have 

softened their stance on the potential loss of access to red diesel use by IDBs. Going 

forward then as long as the work undertaken by the IDB can be shown to have some 

agricultural benefit then red diesel use can continue. The exception will be construction 

works and works where the sole beneficiary is an urban area. 

 

 

viii)  Water Resources East (WRE) 

 

A draft WRE plan went out for public consultation and responses to it were to be 

received by 28th February 2022. The latest news can be found by visiting 

www.wre.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 ix)    Anglia Farmers 

 

Miss McShane reported that following the last meeting of each Board/Commissioners the 

Anglia Farmers electricity contract was renewed in October 2021 for a shorter period of 

6 months to 31st March 2022 and this was due to the volatile energy market at the time. 

As there remains an enormous amount of volatility and uncertainty surrounding energy 

prices and as competition is very limited, it was decided that the Commissioners and 

Boards should remain within the Anglia Farmers buying group at the moment as there is 

http://www.wre.org.uk/
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likely to be little scope for us to negotiate better deals. The Clerk will also report a new 

contract has been signed for a 12-month period to 31st March 2023 with EDF Energy 

through Anglian Farmers. 

 

The Anglia Farmers Energy team does not have to commit to buying energy for years 

ahead at the current price levels and the flexible contract that they have to buy energy 

from 1st April 2022 allows them to risk manage the portfolio for their Members, which 

means they will be well positioned to take advantage of any energy market normalisation 

ahead. When market conditions have settled down/normalised the Board/Commissioners 

will be asked whether they wish to remain with Anglia Farmers. But this may not be for 

several years based upon current market assessments. 

 

 

 
 B.1339 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers. 

 

 Green Dyke Pumping Station 

 

 The Chairman reported that the scheme had been identified in the EA PAFS portal which is the 

 first step in identifying the Boards intention to seek Grant-in-Sid for the replacement of the 

 Pumping Station. 

 

 

 Planning Applications 

 

 The Board noted the applications that had been received and dealt with since the last meeting 

 of the Board. 

 

The Engineer gave an update on the residential development by Accent Homes Ltd and a 

resume of the discussions with the developer which were noted by the Board. 

 

The Engineer enquired of the Board if a suitable arrangement concerning the improvement and 

future maintenance could be reached, would the Board consider adopting the currently 

unadopted section of water course adjacent and upstream of the Tesco store. The Board 

considered this and the concluded that it did not wish to take on any additional responsibility 

for maintenance in this instance. 

 

 

 

B.1340 Capital Improvement Programme 

 

Members considered the Board's future capital improvement programme. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Capital Programme be approved in principle and kept under review. 

 

 

 

B.1341 District Officer’s Report 

 

The Board considered the Report of the District Officer. 
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The District Officer reported that all drainworks in the maintenance programme had been completed. 

There were some issues with rubbish and very large dense reed. 

 

The drainworks next year will be done in the New Fen part of the District and a map of the proposed 

works would be supplied in order that the necessary Notices could be sent to landowners. 

 

 

 

B.1342 Conservation Officer's BAP Report 

 

Members considered and approved the most recent BAP report. 

 

 

 

B.1343 District Officer’s Fee  

 

The Board gave consideration to the District Officer's fee for 2022/2023.    

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Board agreed that 4% should be added to last year’s fee, so that the sum of £4,573.92 be 

allowed for the services of the District Officer for 2022/2023. 

 

 

 

B.1344 State-aided Schemes     

 

Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the District 

and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to Defra. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That no proposals be formulated at the present time. 

 

 

 

B.1345 Environment Agency – Precept 

 

Miss McShane reported that at the Environment Agency Flood Defence Committee meeting the 

Committee voted to adopt an indicative 2% increase in the precepts on Internal Drainage Boards for 

the next 6 years commencing from 2022/23, with the ability to revisit annually should exceptional 

circumstances indicate this is required. The Committee voted for a 0% increase (for exceptional 

circumstances) above the indicative 2% increase for the year ending 31st March 2023 - total of a 2% 

increase on the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards for the year ending 31st March 2023. 

 

  The precept for 2021/2022 was £5,229.00. 

 

 

 

B.1346 Health and Safety 

 

Further to minute B.1318, the Chairman reported that all matters discussed at the last meeting with 

Cope Safety Management had been completed and the works required to clear out Green Dyke 

Pumping Station had been completed by the District Officer. 
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B.1347 Review of Internal Controls and appointment of Internal Auditor 

 

The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls.  

 

Miss McShane advised that due COVID-19 challenges the current Internal Auditor, Whiting & 

Partners, had been approached and asked and had agreed to extend their contract for a second year 

beyond the originally agreed three-year term (under the original contractual terms).   It was also noted 

that going forward auditors be invited to tender for a five-year term, the principle being that this gave 

both parties certainty over a longer period.   For the Boards this meant that the investment in time in 

getting a new auditor up to speed represented better value. 

  

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board approve a further one-year extension of the appointment of Whiting & 

 Partners as Internal Auditor and to support the proposal for a five-year contract to be 

 tendered thereafter. 

 

 

 

 

B.1348 Risk Management Assessment 

 

 a) The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with their current Risk Management 

 Policy. 

 

b) The Board considered and approved the insured value of their buildings and from 1st 

 April 2023 sums insured to be index linked. 

 

 

 

 

B.1349 Exercise of Public Rights 

  

Miss McShane referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited 

Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of Conclusion 

of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

 

B.1350 Annual Governance Statement – 2021/2022 

 

The Board considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on the 31st 

March 2022. 

 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the 

 Board, for the financial year ending 31st March 2022. 
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B.1351 Payments 

 

The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £89,692.73 which had been made during 

the financial year 2021/2022. 

 

 

 

 

B.1352 Annual Accounts of the Board – 2021/2022 

 

The Board considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year ended 

on the 31st March 2022 as required in the Audit Regulations. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Return, on behalf of the Board, for the financial 

 year ending 31st March 2022. 

 

 

 

 

B.1353 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2022/2023  

  

The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage rates in 

respect of the financial year 2022/2023 and were informed by Miss McShane that under the Land 

Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on agricultural 

hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be respectively 50.45% and 

49.55%. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That the estimates be approved.     

                         

ii) That a total sum of £71,934 be raised by drainage rates and special levy. 

 

iii) That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage 

rates and to be met by special levy are £36,290 and £35,644 respectively. 

 

 iv) That a rate of 22.0p in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the 

District. 

 

  v) That a Special levy of £35,644 be made and issued to Huntingdonshire District Council 

for the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

 vi) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special levies and 

to the special levy referred to in resolution (v). 

 

 vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levy by such statutory powers 

as may be available. 
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B.1354 Date of next Meeting 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the next Meetings of the Board be held on Thursday 5th January 2023 and Thursday 11th 

 May 2023 (this meeting to include the annual inspection & lunch) at the Old Nene Golf and 

 Country Club, Ramsey. 

  

 

 

 

B.1355 Any Other Business 

 

Jason Edwards Land 

 

a)  Jason Edwards raised an issue with water levels on his land. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That a site meeting be arranged with the Engineer, Vice Chairman and the District Officer. 

 

 NB: Jason Edwards declared an interest in this matter as a landowner. 

 

 

b)  Councillor Clarke enquired whether he would be eligible in his own right as a land owner to 

be a member of the Board, rather than a Local Authority Appointed member, as he felt this 

would free up a place for another Appointed Member by Huntingdonshire District Council 

and this would assist the Board in having a quorum present at meetings. 
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Ramsey, Upwood & Great Raveley I.D.B.    

  

Consulting Engineers Report – December 2022 

 

Pumping Stations  

Other than the matters reported at previous meetings or described below, only routine maintenance 

has been carried out.  

 

Green Dyke Pumping Station 

This scheme is identified in the Environment Agency’s (EA) PAFS portal which is the first step 

required to identify the potential intention to seek Grant-in-Aid for a project.  For all schemes over 

£500k, the EA needs the whole catchment to be considered rather than just the asset seeking the 

grant as part of the project appraisal.  It is hoped that this can be done in-house without the need for 

hydraulic modelling or an in-depth catchment study by consultants.  This will continue to be 

progressed working alongside the EA to advise and allow the production of the business case   It is 

hoped by considering the catchment as a whole that a greater percentage of the project may be able 

to be grant-aided, as more of the benefits can be apportioned towards Green Dyke Pumping Station. 

 

The insurance claim for the replacement door has now been approved and the replacement steel 

shutter ordered. 

 

New Fen Pumping Station 

Subsidence at New Fen Pumping Station 

The discharge chamber has been monitored for movement due to subsidence and records indicate 

that movement has been recorded.  There was 0.7mm recorded between November 2020 and 

October 2021 and a further 0.7mm between October and November 2021. The movement from 

November 2021 to March 2022 was minimal.  The movement from March to September has been 

more marked at 2.2mm. 

 

Upwood Common 

The corroded pump bolts were removed and replaced with stainless steel ones during the summer. 

 

Pumping Hours 
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Electricity Readings  

Due to the volatility of the electricity market, regular and accurate manual electricity meter readings 

are becoming very important; even for sites with meters that are read remotely.  This is so that bills 

can be verified to ensure correct rates are being paid.  

  

Moving forward it is requested that the Pump Attendants/District Officers take electricity meter 

readings and pump run hours readings monthly, (as close to the 1st of each month as they can) and 

forward them to the M&E Engineer on  david.bantoft@middlelevel.gov.uk  or 07768 026119. 

 

Planning Applications  

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following new development related 

matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting: 

MLC 
Ref. 

 
Council Ref. 

 
Applicant 

Type of 
Development 

 
Location 

402 H/22/00744/REM Greystoke Land 
Commercial 
(Supermarket)   St Marys Road, Ramsey 

403 H/22/80096/COND Greystoke Land 
Commercial 
(Supermarket) St Marys Road, Ramsey 

404 H/22/80164/COND Hill Holdings Ltd 
Residential 
(86 plots) 

Stocking Fen Road/St Marys Road, 
Ramsey 

405 H/22/01330/FUL Team C Properties Ltd 
Residential 
(2 plots) 

Ugg Mere Court Road, Ramsey St 
Marys* 

406 H/22/01451/HHFUL 
Cambridgeshire Home 
Improvement Agency 

Residence 
(Extension)  Lime Road, Ramsey 

407 H/22/01327/HHFUL Mr & Mrs S Murfitt 
Residence 
(Extension)  Chapel Road, Ramsey Heights  

408 H/22/02051/FUL Team C Properties Ltd 
Residential 
(2 plots) 

Ugg Mere Court Road, Ramsey St 
Marys* 

Planning applications ending ‘RM’, ‘REM’ or ‘RMM’ relate to reserved matters 
Planning applications ending 'COND' or ‘DISC’ relate to the discharge of relevant planning conditions 
Planning applications ending ‘HHFUL’ relate to Householder applications for Full Planning Permission 

 

Developments that propose direct discharge to the Board’s system are indicated with an asterisk. 

The remainder propose, where applicable and where known, water disposal to soakaways/infiltration 

devices or other sustainable drainage systems. The applicants have been notified of the Board's 

requirements.  

 

No applications for Infiltration Device Self Certification or the Checking Service have been received 

since the last meeting report. 

 

Members of the Board will recall that at the last meeting it was decided that specific detailed entries 

would not be made in future reports unless requested to do so.  In the absence of any instruction no 

detailed entries have been made although updates have been provided to issues raised in Matters 

Arising. 

 

 

mailto:david.bantoft@middlelevel.gov.uk
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Ramsey  

Erection of a food-store, petrol filling station, residential development, community 

facilities and associated highways and infrastructure works – Tesco Stores Ltd & 

Abbey Properties Cambridge Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 114, 133 & 168); Lord De Ramsey’s 

1963 Settlement (MLC Ref No 244); Abbey Properties (Cambs) Ltd & Lord de Ramsey 

(MLC Ref No 248) & Accent Group (MLC Ref No 363)  

 

(a) Tesco Stores Ltd site 

The Clerk to report. 

 

(b) Residential development 

The applicant, Accent Homes Ltd; the construction contractor, the Hill 

Partnership Ltd; Project Managers, Henry Riley LLP; and engineering 

consultant SDP Consulting Engineers (South) have been advised of the Board’s 

decision concerning the connecting watercourse. 

 

Planning Updates & Consultations  

A “Strategic Planning Consultation Responses” document can be found on www.middlelevel.gov.uk 

via the following link Strategic Planning Consultation Responses.  

 

General Advice 

Assistance has been given, on the Board’s behalf, in respect of the following: 

 

a) Work by Cadent Gas to protect a high-pressure gas main including erosion protection to 

the bank downstream has been completed at Uggmere Court Corner.  The cost for all 

works was covered by Cadent Gas. 

 

b) Work to remove trees and bushes at Point 54-65 has been undertaken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer  

 

 

6 December 2022 

 

RUGtR(328)\Reports\December 2022

http://www.middlelevel.gov.uk/
https://middlelevel.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Revised-Planning-Updates-Consultations.pdf
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A - Includes provision for:

Replace Upwood Common wet well bolts 5,000

1 Rates and Insurances 1,400 1,171 1,300 B - Includes for:

Inspection/monitoring - New Fen p/s 1,025

2 Repairs and renewals 10,300
A

3,281
B

6,000 Replace Upwood Common wet well bolts 405

3 Fuel 10,000
C

2,610 10,500 C - Provision based on 5 year average plus

50% for new contract rates

4 Drainworks (including District Officer's

fee) 18,100
D

10,804 21,500
E

D - Includes for :-

Flail mowing 6,000

5 Administration charge, Health and Slubbing 6,000

Safety contract, Audit fee, 12,000

printing, stationery, advertising, E - Includes for :-

Association of Drainage Flail mowing & tree cutting 5,460

Authorities subscriptions etc 8,300 3,067 8,300 Slubbing 8,000

13,460

6 Environment Agency Precept 5,333 5,333 5,333

F - Future works at pumping stations

7 Plant refurbishment funding 30,189
F

20,126 30,189
F

G - Includes for:

83,622 46,393 83,122 Average highland water claim receipt

Future works fund - Upwood Common works 5,000

LESS  Government grant, Deposit

Accounts interest etc 11,688
G

8,905 9,103
H

H - Includes for:

71,934 37,487 74,019 Full highland water claim receipt

Future works fund - Upwood Common works 405

Estimated General Fund

Open balance 175,428 175,428 175,428

Does not include provision for replacement of

Rates raised 71,934 64,311 72,059 Green Dyke pumping station

Net expenditure 71,934 37,487 74,019 Does not include for possible subsidence works

transfer of surplus 0 at New Fen pumping station

Close balance 175,428 202,251 173,468

P
age ref.

BUDGET  MONITORING 2022/2023

RemarksApproved budget Actual to Forecast to

2022/2023 30/11/2022 31/03/2023

£ £ £

RAMSEY UPWOOD AND GREAT RAVELEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD


