HADDENHAM LEVEL DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

At a Meeting of the Haddenham Level Drainage Commissioners
hosted at the Baptist Hall, Station Road, Haddenham at 7.30pm on Thursday 3™ November 2022

PRESENT
M Church Esq (Chairman) R Flint Esq T Chambers Esq
J Smith (Vice-Chairman) W Dennis Esq A Darby Esq
CllIr S Cheetham Esq R Darby Esq R Lee Esq
R Waddelow Esq Cllr G Wilson N Wright Esq
I Chambers Esq P Mappledoram Esq A Yarrow Esq

Mr David Jordan (District Engineer) was in attendance.

Ms Sam Ablett (Representing the Clerk to the Commissioners) and Gary Roberts (Consulting
Engineer) were also present

As previously resolved, the meeting was recorded.

Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from:

C Bidwell Esq Mrs M Darby A Lensen Esq K Furness Esq
H Hurrell Esq

C.468 Declarations of Interest

Mr W Dennis declared an interest in item 6 on the agenda.

C.469 Confirmation of Minutes

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Commissioners held on the 18™ July 2022 are
recorded correctly and that they be confirmed and signed.

C.470 Matters arising from the minutes.

None

C.471 Appointment of New Commissioners




The Chairman reported he had been approached by a Sutton smallholder who wished to join the
Commissioners; however, he had advised him that unfortunately he did not own or occupy sufficient
land in his own right to qualify as a Commissioner. The Chairman reported that the existing
representative of Sutton smallholders, Kevin Robinson, had only ever attended one Commissioners
meeting and he had advised the individual to approach the Sutton smallholders and ask them to
nominate him as their representative in place of Kevin Robinson.

C.472 Construction of Irrigation Reservoirs - Willow Hall Farm

The Chairman reminded the Commissioners of the meeting held in July, which had been called due
to an amendment to the planning application regarding year-round dewatering.

He confirmed a further meeting had been arranged with representatives of both the Commissioners
and Mick George Ltd for 23" September 2022 to see if agreement could be reached on some
alternative proposals.

The Chairman reported on the meeting of 23rd September 2022, viz;
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Hadd eriham Level District Commilssioners {“the Autharity’]
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extraction, processing and export of sand and gravel at Willow Mall Farm, Hillrow Cawsewany,
Haidd mi

Motes of meetivg 09:00-11-30krs 239 Saptarmber 2022, &G Wright snd San JFarms) Ld, Hesrmitage
Farm, Hillrow Causeway, Haddenham, Cambridgeshire, CBE 3R

Artending:

Haddenham Drainage Cammissianers — Michael Cheech (Chairmani), lack Smith [Vice Chairman ¢
fG W, Hd); Nick Winght 806G, Led); Taby Chambiers, RBaymiond ‘Waddelow, Rodney Garby

fliick George Ltd — Mick George, lohn Gough, dndrew Woeodoock, Paul Ayres
Gary Roberts, Middle Level Commisseaners
Richard Le=, P'J L=e & Sons

[Motes by GIR]

|t W1 —Seasonal dewatering indreasing from JectaberDetamber to OclaberTdasch aver
comsiruction period

Seasnal dewalering relers 1o Octaber ta March perics whsth plarming perrmission i already in
place. MG confirmed that the abstraction licence for dewaterning from the Environment Agency is
riot vet in place.

htemibers highlighted the risk af seapage yalumes Deing greater than estimated by Fpdrogeclogists
is quite significant. The ancient course of the River Great Ouse, pre-drainage, runs through the
Commissioners’ drainage area in the sowth-saest cormer near Earith Bridge. This is likely ta result in
significant seepage whn river levals in the Hundred Faot River ane high. This risk & highlighted,

The key paints relating to seascnal dewatering ar= autbned below:

& The Commissioners are wiling to accommadate additional volumes to the Haddenham Lesed
provwiding all the casts for increased pumping 2re paid by the develapsr, GIR i calculstng a
recharge rate and will share in due cowse. In-principle agreement to rechasge of costs was
confemed by MG, Dischargs from reserealr dewatering ta be pumped from a settlemert pond
with purmips retened at all times and changed an Tha Efmnd rate,_Action; GIR o caliulate
recharge rate.

+ Wolumes af water pumped pressoushy for the archaenlogical investigations is knoan and will be
shared to allow far recharge of pumping costs already incurred, Action: BAG Ltd to share
walurmes,

*  Inoreased volumes need ta go ta the Maddenham Level as Madderham has spare capacity to
cope. Suttan anly has Inr pump sa is already at full capacity.



Eoute of watercourses was walked 31 Septembier 3023 with William Dennis, G Ltd, GIR,
Mdichael Church and Jack Smith, Corditicn of private drain (Dennis Haddenhaen itd) is ok subject
o Annual mairmlEnancs: o keep dasr, [William Dennis conficmed an ile walkower be will carry
ouf annual dearance]. MG Bd canfirmed this would be carried aut by MG Bd if needec.

Znr. Dams along Back Orows present ta prewent flow to Sutton beel. Thase ane currently privates
and operated by William Dennis, More farmal strectune are needed. [Action: MG Itd Chvills
engir=ers W0 meet Chairman and Gistrict OFficer to confirm requeremsents |Post meeting note -
Action comiplete and flap walves have been agreed and to be installed by 307 September 2022,
Aceess culbverts along Back Drove drain, Minimum of B00mm diameter pipe requered to awald
backing-up af Mew, William Deanni canficmed an walkower pipes have Boen replacsd recartky
and larger tham &l0mm [Post meeting note — these were checked by MG staff on site visit, after
mecting 23™ September 2002, Flap walkees as agreed an site have been ordered and ta ke
irstalled by 307 Septembser 2022). Exception is last cidvert new confluence with Third Drain
Linsure what diarmetér this pige s, Regures conlirming =600mim diameter, if nal feplade.
[Action: fiG tbd to chedkfoonfirm cubeert conditian and will replace if not &00mm).
Commissigners regularly maintain Third Draine Dam in place (beneath Back Drowe) which
prevenits lows o Sutton Level, Water kevel monitoring 1o be mstalled at Paink 36 {shown on
district plan] and also at Paint 32 |at Claytors Bridge). This will reguire telemetry to =nable
Cestricy Officer to receive water bevels. & maximum water lesel will be defined which will be high
lewel cut-off, Discharge from dewatering must sfog at this trigger level, [Action: GIR ta canfirm
riax, wirter level Tor trigger. MG ld Do install gauge board and 1bametry].

Third Cirain Bridge {&1123] is in good condition. There is 2 shallow bed level here due to concrete
biase, but cannot be lowered. This may create a step lewal but unasaidable. Mo warks identified
here as the Commissioners clear cn am anmual basis and will try and chear as msch silt from
bersath the bridge 8 practical,

Prosiging the abowe b5 Implementad before dewatering commances in Octaber the Commissionars
confinmed they would support seasonal dewatening,

%o 2 — Yariaticn to planmiing permisssan — Year RBound Dewatenng

G Ltd condirmed that the variation (o plarming appScation had beem put inte abeyvande perding the
discussicns. & rewmsed application woauld be submitted ance agreements bad b=en resched. ts
likely this would be within the next 3 months bet any decision wowld take longer.

D cuss s facused an [ proposals mepresented by Demnics Haddenham LTd Draveing ret: D2EBa
Patential Groundwater Recharge Trenches (16/09/22]. The key gueries and comments an these
proposals are outlined below:

Clissslicn was ramed why the racharge trénches de aet @0 round all sides of Tha ratssaain sites,
i45 Itd confermed that owerburden to grasel seems to the north are deep and with shallow depth
of grawel. The sprepage from this direction should therafore be limited. Any recharge trench
wiadd be quite deeg, therefore veny largefwide so & considerable deg for little bensfit

GIE rated concerr wilth Lhe Sawth Lewvel Barrier Bank., The Enviranment Agency raised siprilicant
izsue with altering ground water levels dwnng design af E4"s Coveney habitat site. MG hd
confemed the Envronment Agency had not yet ratsed any concerns. There waulkd b2 no benefit
with extending the recharge trench along the westenn bowndary noeth of BHAT a5 it would reed
to be deep, thersfore very wids tap widthe [The risk i< therefors noted. ]

e Commissioners suggested it would be beneficial to extend the recharge trench on thae
eastern boundary up to BHAS, rather than run it west along Back Drowe, This will need a pipe



connection beneath Back Drave.  This would ghee mare reassurance to ndowners to the east in
Suttam Leyel

= A magimus water |eveld should be defined. GIE suggedted an averflaw link 10 the Commitsianers
drains. If lewels reached maximum this would trigger pumpang at Haddenbam and would be
subjected to the above under lkem 1. Lecations for water beeel boards and telemetry moenitored
waer bevels an Back Dngye [Point 36] which links 1o dischange draimage roule 33 desoribed above
under ltermn 1 and Claytons Bridge (Paint 32 A mazimum wintsr level at Claytons Bridge of 9945
(South Level Datum) to be set. if lewvels reach 99,45 dewatering should cease to avaid issues with
the Ipawest land levels in the district

« The rechange trench alang the cowth side [A1123) showald run raued Bhe Back of Denre
Haddenham Lid sheds soothere iz no break.

= G Ltd confirmed the rechange trenches wiould be separate to the Commessicners’ drains and
conmes] [othe gravels, Lesels in rechange tromohps will be lpwer tham ather drairs,

= i3 Ltd cordirmed that the 3nr Boreholes bo the south taa on &G \Wrght land and ane on Dennis
land will be included in monitoring and trigger levels. They will be frited with tebemetry |Action:
B Itd o ncluds on the drawing],

& Trigger lpvels for praundwater mamdlaring recdrnded in [he groundwater Barehshes will b
reviewed seazanally, Le. at the end of the winter dessatering period and summer deswatering
pericd tr confiem they are appropriate and be revised as necessary

The Gutcame ol the disoussian under [tern 2 was that a ressed proposel will e produced by PG I
and prese=nted to the Commissioners. Subject to the abowe and commitmert by MG Led to maintain
communications and work with the Commissionars to manage the risks the Commissianers'
ragrasanfatives confirmed heery Lol sLippart the proposals ltﬂl_lﬂ_._ MG 1] Do Fevise propasals
and circulate]. The proposals sl need b be falised Far the nexst Commisyones Board meeting in
Movermnber [3rd Mowember 2022] and praviding satisfactory the Commissioners” nepresentatives
wauld make the recommendation 10 remose the abjecticon to the planning variation,

fta carfirrmed that PG Bd will week with the Commitzioners a2 reguired. BG confirm the kay
cortact wawd be Ancdrew Waodoock,

hdichael Chusch tharkad RG Tod Tor tha information and engagernent prostdad,

at which the Commissioners initial proposals were highlighted and he referred to notes of the meeting
recently received from Mr Roberts, together with his comments in the Consulting Engineer’s report.

He confirmed a response had been received from Mick George Ltd today and asked Mr Roberts to
update the Commissioners.

Mr Roberts reported there was not much more to add to that already reported by the Chairman or
included in his notes of the September meeting. He advised the abstraction and discharge application
had still not been agreed by the Environment Agency, who had given no indication of a date when
this would be agreed, but it was hoped this would be resolved and issued in early November. Mr
Roberts further advised that once the Environment Agency had agreed to the application the
Commissioners would have to react accordingly. He added that in the meantime, Mick George Ltd
had applied for a temporary abstraction licence so work could commence over the winter.



The Chairman reported an agreement had been reached with Dennis Haddenham Ltd that if any water
was discharged from the reservoirs or any dewatering occurred the Commissioners would be given a
week’s notice to allow the District Engineer enough time to control pumping.

Mr Dennis enquired how much longer it would be before the Commissioners were able to agree to
year-round dewatering.

Mr Roberts reported Mick George Ltd had confirmed the planning variation was being held in
abeyance and advised once the variation was approved/revised the agreement would be based on the
proposal agreed at the meeting. He added there were a few detailed changes that were discussed, to
which Mick George Ltd were agreeing and advised that once the application was amended and
assuming Mick George Ltd adhered to the agreement, he would be recommending that as an
acceptable solution.

Mr Toby Chambers enquired of the discharge rate per m3, which Mr Roberts had calculated. Mr
Roberts confirmed the rate was 3.8 pence per m3and advised that, from the figures provided by Mick
George Ltd, 1,500,000 m3of water was expected to be discharged. He confirmed the rate took into
account wear and tear of the pumps, drain maintenance works, depreciation, electricity as well as
other costs.

Mr Toby Chambers enquired whether the rate could be amended if costs increased i.e., electricity.
Mr Roberts advised the calculation had been based on the current electricity contract prices, but
confirmed there was a caveat in that the rate could be recalculated if costs increased significantly.

Miss Ablett advised it would be necessary for a contract to be drawn up between the Commissioners
and Mick George Ltd and enquired whether the Commissioners wished to authorise the Assistant
Clerk to draw up a contract once a date of commencement was known. Members approved for the
Assistant Clerk to draw up a contract on their behalf.

The Chairman was asked whether dewatering would cease should there be a significant rainfall event
during the first dewatering period. He advised that level gauge boards and telemetry to monitor water
levels would be installed and levels set. He added that once these levels were reached and the 3 pumps
were operating 24 hours a day the dewatering would have to stop and he confirmed this was a
condition that would be included in the agreement.

The Chairman advised that a meter would be attached to each pump used by Mick George Ltd and
the District Engineer would have authority to read the meters. He further advised that Mick George
Ltd would also provide the Commissioners with details of the volume of water discharged in May for
which permission from the Commissioners should have been sought before work had commenced.

RESOLVED

That the Consulting Engineer continues to engage with the Chairman and the working party
to allow further discussion and guidance.

That the Assistant Clerk draws up a contract between the Commissioners and Mick George
Ltd relating to the discharge of water into the Commissioners system.

C.473 Ouse Washes Section 10 Reservoir Middle Level and Level South Barrier Bank works
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Further to minute C439, the Clerk referred to the Newsletters from the Environment Agency dated
August & October 2022, viz;



Environment
W Agency

Ouse Washes Middle Level Barrier Bank
raising works

August 2022
The Middle Level Barrier Bank is the bank of the Ouse Washes reservoir extending from Earith to Welmore
Lake Sluice. The work we are doing is to comply with recommendations made by the Reservolr Inspecting
Engineer to complete the works under the Reservoirs Act 1975.

The project is being carried out by JacksonHyder on behalf of the Environment Agency

This year's works are well under way and the full road closure is in place at Welney for the demountable
flood barrier construction. There is no access for vehicles of any kind across the A1101 at Welney
Bridge In either direction.

Progress
Bank works and haul road
«  Completed the haul road raising works between:
o Earith and A142 at Mepal
o A142 at Mepal and Weiches Dam
o Welney to the railway bridge
+  Working to complete the bank raising works between Weiches Dam to the Railway bridge.
* Raised a section of bank between A142, Mepal and Welches Dam.
« Started laying armour lock between Earith and Sutton Gault,
Welney demountable flood barrier & road closure update
20/07/2022 to 25/08/2022 - full road closure
26/08/2022 10 16/09/2022 - 2-way traffic lights for reinstatement works
Work completed to date:
«  Completion of the abutment walls either side of the road
* The road surface has been planed and excavated for the beam across the road
* fixed the steel work for the new concrete beam and started the concrete pours,

The public footpath from Welmore Lake Sluice to Welney Bridge and from Welney Bridge to the Rallway
Bridge will remain closed until the end of construction. Please follow the diversion along Low Bank.

Watch an animation of the construction works here: https /Aww youtube comiwatch?v=YSYOhaa12Ew
RSPB Ouse Washes Reserve

* Bank raising works started in July and is due 1o be compiele in September.

« The reinstallation of the fencing and gates will start in September and will be completed in October
* Installation of the final bird hide will start during August and be completed in October.

The bird hides will be closed during construction. Please follow the RSPB webpage link: RSP8 Ouse
Washes for up-to-date closurel/re-opening information.

Floodline 0345 588 1188 Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60




Environment
VW Agency

Local community engagement
WWT Wetland Centre Welney
The Wetland centre is open as usual and remains accessible via the A10 through Ten Mile Bank and

through our road closure from the A10 at Littleport. There is no access across the A1101 at Weiney Bridge
in either direction. We have pul some extra signs up 10 help avoid any confusion.

Lamb & Flag - Welney surgery events

The Lamb & Flag in Welney is open as usual and remains accessible via the diversion routes. There i no
access across the A1101 at Welney Bridge in either direction. Please follow the diversion signs.

Iif you would like to find out more about the project or have any concerns, join Yazmin or Monica for a
cuppa in an informal and friendly environment every Thursday at the Lamb & Flag in Welney, between
3pm and S5pm.

Welney Residents Rec and Green Spaces Users Group

Welney RUG are creating a new gym activity area at the Sandgate Meadow
Park and the area needed some groundwork preparation beforehand.

We were happy to help, our site Project Manager Tim Honeyball worked
with Paul and Peter 1o understand whal needed to be done. We started by
scraping the land to level the area, we recycied the

m tarmac planings that were excavated from the road
. to create a base layer ready for the surface to be

laid.
During tidying up a group of lively chiidren and their parents visited who wanted to
know what we were doing. Tim explained to them what was happening and how
important it is to support the community. Little Arthur even got to dress up in Tim's
site gear and he was most definitely ready to lend a hand. Maybe a future Civil

Engineer?

Arthur's Mum, Laura said 'It's made my little boy’s day. The area is looking really
great, and it will be exciting when it's all finished”. Pholo courtesy of Laura Gleave

Welney Parish Council

We are looking forward to attending the next meeting on 6 September. We will provide an update on the
progress of the project including the Welney demountable ficod barrier construction,

Visit our virtual room

To view the virtual exhibition, click here: hitps //eaousewashesbanks co.uk/ the room will remain open until
Septlember 2022

We will also continue to use the onsite noticeboards in Welney and at the RSPB to keep you up to date.

Contact us
Stay up to date and visit our information page for the most up to date informaticn using the link below.
https /iconsult. environment-agency.qov.uk/east-anglia-c-e/ouse-washes-section- 10-works/

If you have any questions or concerns about this project or would like to be added to our mailing list for
regular updates, please contact our Public Liaison Officers:

p or Yazmin Parry via email gusewashesprojectea@amail.com

Floodline 0345 988 1188 Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60




Environment
W Agency

Ouse Washes Middle Level Barrier Bank
raising works

October 2022
The Middle Level Bamer Bank is the bank of the Ouse Washes reservoir extending from Earith to Welmore
Lake Sluice. The work we are doing i$ 1o comply with recommendations made by the Reservoir Inspecting
Engineer to complete the works under the Reservoirs Act 1975.

Progress

The weather has been kind this year and the project is progressing successfully towards completion at the
end of October 2022.

Bank raising and haul road work

The bank raising work is now complete, During September we raised the haul road between the railway
bridge and Welches Dam, and we are carrying out and a general tidy of all the work areas. Works to install
new fencing and gates along the Middle Level Barrier Bank started in September and will be completed in
October

RSPB Ouse Washes Reserve

In August we started the construction of the final bird hide at the RSPB. We are also constructing new
steps to the hide and improving the public footpath. This work will be completed in October.

Access (o the bird hides will remain closed during construction. Please follow the RSPB webpage link for
up-to-date closure/re-opening information: RSPB Ouse Washes

Welney demountable flood barrier

The main construction work for the demountable barrier is complete and the A1101 road was re-opened on
25 August. The embankment works around the abutment walls are complete and we have also carried out
some work to reinforce the public footpath in this area. During October we will install the new fencing and
gates.

We are currently carrying out some work 1o the first ramp on the embankment scuth of Weiney Bridge. To
carry out this work the traffic lights will need to stay in place until 14 October 2022.

The public footpath along the Middle Level Barrier Bank of the Ouse Washes will re-open on 1
November 2022.

Commissioning and testing of the Welney demountable flood barrier
Once the construction is complete, we will need to commission and test that the demountable barrier
works. To do this we will need to close the road. Norfolk County Council have approved an off-peak road
closure on 14 October 2022. We cannol test and trial the barrier without closing the road.

During the closure we will also carry out a training session for the Area Operations team who will need to
install the barrier when needed. The road closure vill be between Sam and 4pm,

Welches Dam - vegetation work

To help the grass to grow we will be carrying out some vegetation clearance work during October. This
work will take approximately 5 days to complete. We will carry this work out within the normal site working
hours, which will be no earlier than 7.30am and finish at 6pm each day.

Floodline 0345 988 1188 Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60
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W Agency

Award for excellence
We are pleased to announce that our contractor Jackson Civil Engineering ™
has achieved the highest score from the Considerate Constructors Scheme ~°Y‘7v
in recognition of our community engagement and exemplar management of "'.,,_ “,."
safety, health, and environmental risk. =
The scheme aims to encourage best practice beyond statutory requirements e
and show the industry to be considerate. Find out more about the scheme e
here: https /Awww.ccscheme org uk e

-
Contact us s

3 enl-age gov uk/east-anglia-c-e/ouse-washes-section- 10-work
If you have any questions or concems about this project or would like to be added to our mailing list for
regular updates, please contact our Public Liaison Officers:
Monica Stonham or Yazmin Parry via email ousewashesprojecteag@gmail.com
or call Monica 07534 457348 / Yazmin 07496 760446

The project is being carried out by JacksonHyder on behalf of the Environment Agency

Floodline 0345 988 1188 Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60
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Environment
W Agency

Exciting environmental news

The Ouse washes are home to a plethora of stunning UK wildiife species which have continued to blossom
throughout the bank upgrade. Some of these species are found at very few sites outside the Ouse washes,
s0 it has been of the upmost importance to minimise disturbance to their lifecycles and ecology throughout
the length of this project.

Over this past week, the successes of our efforts to reduce interference with the wildife here has

been especially evident. On a few occasions common cranes have been seen on or near the site during
the working day. This is significant as Cranes were made locally extinct in Britain over 400 years ago due
1o hunting and habitat loss caused by the draining of the marshlands. They were absent from Britain until
three birds were blown off course during their migration in 1979 and ended up in Norfolk. Since then, there
has been a huge conservation effort to help them re-establish in the British landscape, including
reintroductions and large-scale habitat restoration. This has not been an ovemight transformation, but
more of a slow and steady increase. As of 2021, the population reached 200 cranes for the first time since
their extinction in Britain. These glorious and elegant giants of the bird world have been seen displaying to
one another and loafing around foraging in the grazing marshes either side of the River Delph. Currently
the highest number of cranes observed near 10 the site has been whopping 45! Numbers are building, as
the Ouse Washes are a favoured location for the cranes to flock during the autumn and winter months.
Highest peak in the area has been 60 birds which is approximately 30% of the entire UK population!

Another star species of the area are Hobbies. No, not 5-a-side footy or whitthng, but one of nature's
speediest and most agile hunters, a smaller relative of the Peregrine — nature’s fastest animal. This smart-
looking falcon Is characterised by its dashing flight and rusty-red trousers. It's a relatively scarce bird in
Britain, with around 2,000 pairs migrating from southern Africa each year. They follow their prey on the
migration, because who doesn't like a snack when they've got a long journey! least two teritories have
been found around the works, both high up in willow trees near-by the drains and riverbanks. A perfect
nesting spot to be close 1o hatching dragonflies, one of their other favourite foods. These aerial beauties
have been seen on numerous occasions flying near the heavy plant without any signs of disturbance,
which is a big win.

But it is not just the large, super-rare and beautiful birds that the project has adapted to protect. Three
small warbler species; Cetli's, Sedge and Reed warblers have nested around the works, in, as their names
would suggest, the surrounding sedge-lined riverbanks, reedbeds and willow scrub. All three are small
brownish birds which to the untrained eye might look quite similar. When they sing however, it all changes.
The noises these birds produce don't sound entirely out of place in a work yard, with clicks, whistles and
metallic ‘dinks’ all featuring in the songs of these wonderful warblers. Where nests have been found, or
suspected, the areas of vegetation have been left undisturbed until the birds have finished nesting and
moved on, many of which have already started their journey to Africa for the winter. We wish them all the
best of luck!

Floodline 0345 988 1188 Incident Hotline 0800 80 70 60
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C.474 Tree on Catchwater Bank and Review of Watercourses

Further to minute C.440, The Chairman reported that as a letter had not been sent to the land owner,
as requested, the District Engineer had visited the land owner and explained that it was his
responsibility to maintain the tree and not that of the Commissioners, which the landowner had
accepted.

The District Engineer advised he had asked the landowner to let him know if any branches fall from

the tree into the channel so these could be removed and not impact the flow of water. He confirmed
the landowner had agreed to his request.

C.475 Vehicles along the banks of the Catchwater Drain

Further to minute C.442, The Chairman reported he had advised Mr Lenson to contact
Cambridgeshire County Council should he wish to install more gates along the banks of the
Catchwater Drains as this was not an issue for the Commissioners.

C.476 Clerk's Report

The Clerk advised: -

i)  COVID-19 Actions

Normal office working has resumed with the exception of trialling a degree of flexible working,
which has been shown to be effective following the previous periods of enforced home working.

i)  Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting

That an eighth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 12" April 2022.

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key
points and resolutions follows;

It was recorded that there had been a number of MLC staff changes over the period. These
included the retirement of Deb Watts, Katie Hunt and Malcolm Downes. Also, Sarah Lemmon
and Richard Lloyd had handed in their notice. New members of staff replacing them and linked
with some restructuring of the finances and admin departments were Dave Bantoft (M&E
Engineer), Sarah Bowd (Accounts Assistant), Polly Tombleson (PA Secretarial) and Claire
Collings (Secretarial).

It was reported that following the successful telemetry grant bit for Local Levy £125K in grant
had been secured and consequently an order had been placed for in excess of 45 new telemetry
outstations. The MLC have tested the new system with the six stations they commissioned and
were satisfied with its operation.
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Training for Board members was covered and it was noted that ADA provide online training
videos. Various methods for delivering these and recording attendance was discussed and it
was finally resolved that the best way forward would be to ask all members to watch one or two
videos a year and to record when they had been viewed. A record of who had watched which
video would be retained and this information recorded at Board meetings and used to support
DEFRA IDBL1 returns.

A proposal to move from time charges to lump sum annual fees for planning and consenting
matters was discussed and it was agreed that a proposal to move to this more efficient and
effective way of working would be put to each Board. For similar reasons it was resolved that
a proposal should be put forward which would reduce the scale of content reported to Boards
under planning matters.

Inflationary pressures were touched upon and it was recognised that if this continues there will
be pressure placed upon Boards to raise their rates more than has occurred in recent years. It
was also recognised that along with these inflationary pressures there were increasing demands
(with legal backing) evolving in relation to environmental gains and Boards should be aware of
the costs of delivering on these. Examples are the government’s commitment to protect 30% of
all land by 2030 for the environment and of the Doubling Nature initiative in Cambridgeshire.

An update on work in relation to climate change and carbon reduction was given. Work
currently in hand comprises of production of a carbon baseline for the MLC. Once complete
the scale of the challenge to target carbon neutrality will be known and work will be undertaken
to identify possible opportunities for reduction and mitigation, prior to production of a policy
statement. During these next stages it is expected that Boards associated with the MLC will be
similarly assessed and plan proposals made for them.

iii)  Application(s) for byelaw consent

That the following application(s) for consent to undertake works in and around
watercourses has/have been approved and granted since the last general meeting of the
Board/Commissioners: -

Name of Applicant Description of Works Date Consent Granted

Mr William Dennis ~ Removal of private (non IDB) watercourse 12/07/2022
due to construction of water supply reservoir
and create of replacement drainage channels.

iv)  Association of Drainage Authorities

a) Annual Conference

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held on
Wednesday the 9" November 2022, The Hive, Nocton, Lincolnshire, LN4 2AY.

b) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch
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The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7" March 2023.

v)  National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022

That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 will be held at ExCel, London on the
23" and 24" November 2022.

vi)  Planning and Consenting Fees

Proposed changes to planning and consenting service supply charging

Two changes are proposed. The current arrangements and the proposed changes are outlined
below.

. The current arrangements for charging for Technical Services advice and support, for planning
and consenting matters, is based upon a direct cost recovery arrangement. To achieve this all
time spent on every item of work undertaken has to be logged and recorded in detail. This
information is then pulled together and invoices prepared and checked before being passed to
the Board Chairs for sign-off. This requires a considerable amount of time and effort and this
time is of course included in the eventual fees paid. It is considered that a more efficient model
would be to mirror the one used for charging for Clerking services which is based upon a lump
sum annual fee. This has a number of advantages. It reduces internal workload which in turn
releases time to carry out productive work. It also allows Boards to budget for the fees knowing
at the time of rate setting what the annual fees will be.

To ensure that a fair assessment is made it is suggested that the last five years of fees are looked
at and an average taken. If there is clearly one or two years where one or two planning matters
have impacted heavily upon the figures then an appropriate adjustment will be made. The final
fee will be converted into a fraction of the costs of overall cost of supplying planning and
consenting services for all Boards including the MLC and this percentage will become fixed
until such time that a review is called for.

In addition, we will still actively encourage developers and their agents to enter into Pre/Post
application contracts. This will help keep the overall planning costs to a minimum. We will also
be looking to move more and more to lump sum charges for developers for the same reasons
outlined above, i.e., to reduce internal administration work and costs where possible.

It is not proposed that this change will extend to other Technical Services work, such as surveys,
catchment analysis, and refurbishment/replacement/improvement scheme work or associated
advice which will continue to be logged and charged on a “hours spent” basis.

Many members have noted that the reporting in relation to planning application comments and
responses is comprehensive. Again, it often takes many hours to produce such detailed reports
for which the Board is charged. This time could be spent in dealing with and taking action on
planning and consenting matters. There is also the issue of the potential time lapse between any
planning/byelaw issue raising its head and the meeting of the Board. It is of course normally
advantageous to take action as soon as possible after any issue had become apparent. It is
therefore proposed that going forward the Board nominate who they wish to be copied in on all
15



planning correspondence, for example the Chair and Vice-Chair. They will then be able to liaise
with the Planning Engineer if they wish to and will be conversant with discussions being
undertaken. The Board may also wish to delegate decision making for initial actions for bylaw
infringements to the Board nominee/s.

To ensure that the Board is consulted on the most important matters it is proposed that when it
is wished for a matter to be raised within the Board report then a request from the Chair can be
made and a detailed report would follow. This would normally be the case where significant
costs might be associated with enforcement, including perhaps incurring legal fees or where an
unusually large or significant development is proposed.

Should the above change be agreed to, then going forward the Engineer’s report will provide a

list of all planning applications of interest to the Board and consents applied for/approved but
unless requested by the Chair no detail will be provided.

RESOLVED

) That a lump sum fee arrangement be agreed in principle, but figures to be
presented to the Board at their April 2023 meeting.

i) That no further detailed reports on individual planning matters to be included
in the Consulting Engineer’s Report unless requested by the Chairman.

C.477 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters

The Commissioners considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers, viz;
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Haddenham Level Drainage Commissioners

Consulting Engineers Report — September 2022

Pumping Stations

Other than the matters described below, only routine maintenance has been carried out since the
last meeting and the pumping plant at each of the Stations is mechanically and electrically in a

satisfactory condition.

The Xylem Telemetry installation is nearly complete and will be made operational at both sites during
October. Provision has been made for the future addition of rain gauges at both sites. The rain
gauges used throughout the Middle Level Commissioners' system are 0.5mm Casella tipping bucket
gauges and the unit cost is £570 plus fitting. These rain gauges are robust and reliable and we hold
stock of the bucket and sensor mechanism to ensure quick repair if necessary. The
Commissioners are asked to confirm if they would wish to order the two rain gauges.

Sutton Gault

The pump bolt replacement planned for this summer was postponed as the water levels were too
high to install the dam doors and it was not sensible to pump the levels down during the drought. We
are liaising with the District Officer to progress with this work once levels can be reduced.

The HMI for the weedscreen cleaner cannot be accessed, to change parameters, however this does
not seem to be an issue. Nevertheless, it may well benefit from a thorough overhaul in the next two

years. Quotes for the overhaul will be obtained if required.

Planning Applications

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following new development related

matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting:

MLC Council Type of
Ref. Ref. Applicant Development Location
Residential
012 | E/22/00507/RM Vistry Homes Ltd (164 plots) Mepal Road, Sutton
Proposed lake and
013 Discharge Consent | Mr P Hutchinson associated works The Row, Sutton
Abbey Developments Residential
014 E/22/00057/RMM Ltd (46 plots) Garden Close, Sutton
Dennis (Haddenham)
015 CCC/22/075/VAR Ltd Irrigation Reservoir | Hillrow Causeway, Haddenham

Planning applications ending ‘RM’, ‘REM’ or ‘RMM’ relate to reserved matters
Planning applications ending ‘VAR’ relate to Variation of condition
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From the information provided it is understood that all the developments propose to discharge
surface water to soakaways, infiltration devices and/or Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). The

applicants have been notified of the Commissioners’ requirements.

No applications for Infiltration Device Self Certification or the Checking Service have been received

since the last meeting report.

Erection of up to 173 dwellings and provision of land for community facilities (sports
pitches and burial ground), including access (nhot internal roads), open space,
sustainable urban drainage systems and associated landscaping on land adjacent to 43
Mepal Road, Sutton — Linden Ltd (MLC Ref No 001) & Vistry Homes Ltd (MLC Ref No
012)

Both a Reserved Matters application, ECDC Ref No 22/00507/RMM (MLC Ref No 012)
and a discharge of conditions application ECDC Ref No 19/01707/DISA (MLC Ref No
012) were submitted by the developer during April and September respectively. The
decisions on these applications are still pending consideration.

Proposals in respect of surface water drainage remain unchanged from the Outline
Planning permission and associated FRA. The proposal is for a fully attenuated system
restricting discharge to greenfield rates of 18.1l/s. The drainage system incorporates
an attenuation pond in the south east of the site discharging via a hydrobrake, to restrict
flows, to the existing drain in Mepal Road. An extract of the drainage plan is provided

on the following page.

The existing drain in Mepal Road enters a culvert which is then understood to connect
to the culvert along “The Brook”. The culverted drain in “The Brook” outfalls to an open
channel in Sutton Park which connects to the head of the Catchwater Drain. The
development should not, in theory, result in any impact to the Commissioners’ system
as the site is outside the “highland catchment” and surface water ultimately drains to the

Catchwater Drain.

Some concerns have been highlighted in relation to the receiving watercourse,
particularly the condition and capacity of the culverted watercourse through Mepal Road
and “The Brook”. The current condition and ongoing maintenance of these culverts is
unknown therefore it is not clear whether there are any risks associated with
accommodating the proposed 18.3l/s discharge rate from the development or whether
any maintenance of these culverts is required to ensure no future issues arise. It may

be prudent to respond to the application to highlight these concerns.
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Extract from iD Ltd Drawing No 985-00-23 Rev B

The County Council, in its capacity as Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) raised “no
objection in principle" to the Reserved Matters application but at the time of writing has

yet to respond to the discharge of conditions application.

Reserved matters for Outline planning application 17/01445/0OUM for erection of up to
53 houses to include public open space and details relating to access on land rear of
Garden Close Sutton — Abbey Developments Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 002, 004 & 014)

According to the District Council’s Public Access webpage a new Reserved Matters
application was submitted by the developer, ECDC Ref No 22/00057/RMM (MLC Ref

No 014), during January. The decision on the application is still pending consideration.

Whilst a detailed review of the submitted planning application has not been carried out
it is noted that the LLFA has objected to the application on the basis that the drainage
proposals have changed from the outline planning permission and more detailed
information is required. Of particular concern is that the discharge rate to the two
discharge locations has increased from the previous combined total rate of 2l/s to 8l/s.
An initial review of the Drainage Strategy plan would suggest that the system utilises the
previous drainage routing whilst increasing the discharge rates. It is therefore assumed
that the developer has not taken into account the previous comments and concerns

raised by the Commissioners.
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In order to quide further discussion, it would be beneficial to receive the

Commissioners’ opinion and further instruction on the above planning application

and whether a further objection to this application should be raised.

Outline application comprising access and landscaping to provide up to 115 dwellings
comprising 35 CLT houses and 80 market houses (including 5no. self-build plots),
commercial units - (Use Class B1(Business) and/or D1 (Non-residential Institutions -
day nursery) - in the alternative), substation, multi-functional community building and
football pitch, together with landscaping (including public open space) and associated
infrastructure (with all other matters reserved) on land at Camp's Field south of
Stretham Road Wilburton — Stretham & Wilburton Community Land Trust & Laragh
Homes Developments Ltd (MLC Ref No 003)

Further to the entry in the last report no further correspondence has been received in
relation to the above development and as a consequence no further action has been

carried out on the Commissioners’ behalf.

According to the District Council’'s Public Access webpage a decision on this planning
application is pending but it is noted that an extension of time until 12" August has been
requested by the Planning Officer to allow for a “formal re-consultation on received

amended plans”.

Approval of the details for reserved matters for appearance, Landscaping, Layout and
Scale of planning application 18/01041/OUM erection of 33 dwellings, associated public
open space and landscaping, with all matters reserved except for access on site east of
12 - 18 Metcalfe Way Haddenham, 20/01766/RMM — Castlemore Homes (MLC Ref No
005)

The Reserved Matters application for the above development was approved on the 23™
July. Construction has since commenced on site. The LLFA has confirmed that the
submitted surface water drainage scheme and foul water disposal scheme are
acceptable. The condition relating to surface water drainage and foul drainage has
therefore been discharged. No other relevant conditions have been imposed by the

approval.

No further correspondence has been received in relation to this development or the letter
from the concerned neighbour and as a consequence no further action has been taken
on the Commissioners’ behalf. In respect of the letter from the neighbour it is assumed
this is being delt with by the County Council in its role as LLFA and as the recipient of
the letter.
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Change of use of (1) an existing open-sided agricultural shed from agriculture to a mixed
use of agriculture and B8 storage, (2) an existing agricultural building from agriculture
to a mixed use of agriculture and B8 storage, and (3) (part retrospective) an area of
hardstanding from open agricultural storage to open storage of contractor's plant and
machinery (sui generis) at Tree Farm, Hillrow Causeway, Haddenham, 21/00044/FUL -
Mr Kevin Johnson — CB Groundworks & Construction Ltd (MLC Ref No 006)

No correspondence has been received from the applicant in relation to the relevant

consenting requirements that were identified in the response to the planning application.
At the time of writing the status of the planning application was still pending
consideration, although it was noted that an extension of time to the 315 May had been

agreed by the developer.

In _order to quide further discussion, it would be beneficial to receive the

Commissioners’ opinion and further instruction over how they wish us to proceed

with the above planning application

Proposal to demolish the existing buildings on site and replace with two barn structures
at Forest School Camps Stores, Bungalow Farm, Hill Row Causeway, Haddenham —
Forest School Camps (MLC Ref No 007)

Discharge Consent was issued on the 4™ March. No further correspondence has been
received in relation to the above development and as a consequence no further action

has been taken on the Commissioners’ behalf.

Construction of irrigation reservoirs by the extraction, processing and export of sand and
gravel at Willow Hall Farm, Hillrow Causeway, Haddenham — Dennis Haddenham Ltd
(MLC Ref Nos 008 & 015)

Following correspondence received from the County Council’s Strategic & Specialist
Applications Development Management concerning the above, the Chairman of the
Commissioners requested the Consulting Engineer review the amended documents
submitted in respect of the Discharge of Conditions application. The Chairman
highlighted concerns regarding the proposals arising from the dewatering discharge
rates into the Commissioners’ district and the possible impacts of the dewatering
operation on the surrounding area, particularly during the construction of the first of the

three reservoir phases.
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The development proposals consist of the construction of three, winter-fed, below
ground reservoirs with a total capacity of 432,000m?® along with a wetland and
conservation grassland area adjacent to the reservoirs. Construction of the reservoirs
will be through extraction and removal of approximately 690,000 tonnes of sand and
gravel over a five-to-six-year period. A temporary processing facility will be constructed

on the site to process minerals and store excavated topsoil over the construction period.

The proposal for dealing with surface water management from the site is for a fully
attenuated discharge restricting flows to greenfield rates which will be achieved by
diverting all flows originating on site to a balancing/flow filtration pond. Discharge to the
receiving watercourse is restricted to greenfield rates through the use of a pumped
outfall during the construction phase. This drainage system is also designed to
accommodate the dewatering volumes created through excavation of the first of the
three reservoirs with water pumped into the balancing/flow filtration pond.

Dewatering of the first reservoir is to occur between 1% October and 31 March.
Dewatering for the second and third reservoirs will be into the previously constructed
reservoir(s) therefore there is little or limited discharge off site to the wider district. The
review of the groundwater impact assessment report had indicated reasonable
assumptions had been used to quantify seepage rates arising from the excavations.
However, the operator has experienced greater volumes of water during excavations for
archaeological investigations required ahead of the main works. This would suggest the
assumptions used are underestimates, further reinforcing the concerns raised. Given
the system is managed through pumping the pass-through, flows to the District’s system

will be controlled although this may be significant in terms of volumes.

Prior to the submission of this detailed discharge of conditions application, and in
response to the outline planning permission, the Commissioners entered into an
agreement with the applicant, Dennis Haddenham Ltd, covering the management of the
reservoirs. This agreement outlined several conditions regarding the operation and

management of the reservoirs both during construction and post-construction.

A Section 23 application was submitted in respect of a temporary access culvert and
roadway connection to provide access to the site off the A1123 and consent was granted
in October 2021. A further application was submitted in respect of the removal,
modification of existing field drains impacted by the scheme and the creation of a new
watercourse to the west and north of the site connecting to the Commissioners’

watercourse at Point 64. Consent was granted in June subject to the provision of an
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environmental feature as mitigation for the loss of watercourses impacted by the
reservoirs. The design of the new watercourse did not cover the subsequent suggestion
that it could be used as a trench to recharge groundwater during dewatering of the

reservoirs. This is discussed further below.

A formal objection to the discharge of conditions application was submitted to the County
Council, in its role as the Mineral Planning Authority (MPA), requesting further detailed
information in respect of the drainage proposals as well as highlighting the requirement
for the various consents in respect of the dewatering of the site and any modifications

to watercourses affected by the development.

Confirmation that the concerns have been addressed was provided to the County
Council on the 21 February.

The agreement in place with the applicant provides for control of the management of
dewatering although it should be highlighted that this is likely to result in some additional
pumping by the Commissioners. However, any additional costs the Commissioners may
incur as a result of the development can be reimbursed and the developer has agreed

to this, subject to agreeing the recharge rates.

The formal consent applications have yet to be received and it is assumed this is waiting
on the detailed design of the control structures. The applicant has been asked to submit

the applications and supporting information.

In addition to the above the applicant submitted a recent Section 73 planning application
to vary conditions 3 & 7 of their planning permission, E/3003/18/CM, (Cambridgeshire
County Council (CCC) planning ref CCC/22/075/VAR, MLC Ref No 015) to allow
dewatering year-round throughout the entire construction phase of the development. As
a consequence of this application an Extraordinary Board meeting was held on 18" July
to discuss this variation. A representative of Mick George Ltd attended this meeting to
present proposals on behalf of the applicant. The outcome of this meeting was an
instruction to submit a formal objection to the variation due to the significant potential
impacts that would arise from year-round dewatering and lowering of ground water
levels. This was submitted to the County Council on 28" July. The response from the
Environment Agency to the variation is that they are “unable to recommend the
variation”. Whilst the status of the application on the Council’s planning portal is pending
consideration it is understood that the current position of the variation is that the

applicant has asked CCC to put the application in abeyance.
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Following the Extraordinary meeting a working group of the Commissioners has been
established to liaise with the applicant over their proposals. A meeting was held on the
23 September with the applicant at which discussions were held regarding the
requirements for seasonal dewatering (October to December) and proposals for the
variation to year-round dewatering. The meeting discussion was positive and a number
of proposals were put forward to allow the Commissioners to be reassured over year-
round dewatering. Revised proposals will be drawn up by the applicant for submission
to the Commissioners for review. Subject to the proposals being satisfactory the
Commissioners’ representatives should then be in a position to make recommendations

to support a variation.

In addition to the above, details have been received of the proposed dewatering rates
which are due to commence in October. This information is currently being reviewed
and discussion is ongoing with the developer. A site walkover was carried out on the
215 September to confirm the condition of watercourses along the proposed route to the
nearest Commissioners’ drain. No major issues were identified. The applicant has
agreed to replace the old non-return flow controls with proper flap valves to prevent
dewatering volumes reaching Sutton Level and to maintain the section of drain from the
discharge point to the Commissioners’ Third Drain. Level gauge boards and telemetry
to monitor water levels will also be installed at Points 34 and 32 in the Haddenham
Level. The requirement for recharge of pumping costs at Haddenham Pumping Station
has been raised with the applicant and a calculation of the reasonable costs of pumping
per m® is being derived. At the meeting held on 23 September, in-principle agreement
to seasonal dewatering (October to March) was agreed subject to the agreement of the
requirements listed and these being installed by the end of September. Recording of

dewatering volumes will be carried out by the District Officer.

Liaison will continue with the appointed working party to allow for continued

discussion and guidance and it is assumed any further instructions relating to the

above planning application will be provided by the Chairman.

Cambridge Wastewater Treatment Plant Relocation in the Snout Corner/Honey
Hill/Poplar Hall Farm area, Fen Ditton - Anglian Water Services Ltd (MLC Ref No 009)

No further correspondence has been received in relation to the above development and

as a consequence no further action has been carried out on the Commissioners’ behalf.
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Erection of 55 new dwellings, new access, estate roads, driveways, parking areas, open
space, external lighting, substation and associated infrastructure at site south and west

of The Bungalow, Brick Lane, Mepal - Havebury Housing Partnership (MLC Ref No 011)

Further to the entry in the last report no further correspondence has been received in
relation to the above development and as a consequence no further action has been

carried out on the Commissioners’ behalf.

Construction of a lake on land rear of 107 The Row, Sutton — Mr P Hutchinson (MLC Ref
No 013)

An enquiry has recently been received from the applicant in relation to the above
development, as to whether consent would be required if the lake is to overflow into the
Commissioners’ system. More information has been requested to enable this matter to

be considered in further detail.

| Iypical X-Section Ihrough Hank =

Extract from Swan Edwards drawing no SE-1328-PP2000 Rev D

Draft Haddenham and Aldreth Neighbourhood Plan (Regulation 14) — Pre-Submission

Consultation

Further to the entry in the last report no further correspondence has been received in relation to the

above and as a consequence no further action has been carried out on the Commissioners’ behalf.

Planning Updates & Consultations

A “Strategic Planning Consultation Responses” document can be found on www.middlelevel.gov.uk

via the following link Strategic Planning Consultation Responses.

29 September 2022

Consulting Engineer
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The Chairman reported the Xylem telemetry had been installed within the last month and
appeared to be working well. He added the Consulting Engineer had enquired whether the
Commissioners wished to attach two rain gauges to the telemetry which would assist with the
monitoring of rainfall. The Chairman enquired whether the Commissioners wished to purchase
the gauges, which would each cost in the region of £570 each plus fitting. Members agreed for
two rain gauges to be ordered and fitted.

The Chairman referred to the pump bolt replacements at Sutton Gault pumping station and
advised that it had not been possible to replace these in the summer. He reported the District
Engineer had met with the Consulting Engineer as he had been able to pump the drain to a low
level. Unfortunately, they were not able to pump the well dry as they were unable to fit the dam
door due to tapering of the stop log grooves.

The Chairman reported the consulting engineer entered the wet well to inspect the pump bolts
and confirmed the bolts did not require replacing and would last a few years. The Chairman
advised he had asked the Consulting Engineer to give a report on the wet well because the pump
only had metal piles as a pump chamber, whereas the new ones built at Haddenham pumping
station were also metal, but were lined with concrete.

The Chairman reported the Consulting Engineer had drilled through the pile above the water
line and found there was a pile thickness of 6mm remaining, so in his opinion the piles should
be assessed by a structural engineer to ascertain their condition and useful life.

The Chairman reported that although the Consulting Engineer had advised a new pumping
station at Sutton Gault was required, he did not agree and considered the present pumping
station was satisfactory. He advised that in his opinion the only time he would propose the
Commissioners build a new pumping station was if the cost was fully funded by grant in aid
and added this was unlikely as the pumping station did not protect sufficient properties.

The Chairman proposed that the Commissioners instruct a structural engineer to carry out a
survey the steel piles and base of the pumping station.

NB. Members approved for the Consulting Engineer to arrange for a survey to be undertaken.

The Chairman reported on the planning applications set out in the Consulting Engineers’ report
and referred to the Planning Engineer's comments.

Linden Ltd (MLC Ref No 001) & Vistry Homes Ltd (MLC Ref No 012)

The Chairman referred to the application and considered the Commissioners should request
more details as concerns had been highlighted in relation to the condition and capacity of the
culverted watercourse through Mepal Road and “The Brook™.

Members agreed more details should be requested and considered the Commissioners’

objection should be minuted, even though it had previously been ignored, so should any
problems arise in the future they would not be considered responsible.

Abbey Developments Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 002, 004 & 014)

Mr Roberts reported that of particular concern was that the discharge rate to the two discharge
locations had increased from that previously advised in the initial application for which outline
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planning permission had been received. He advised that it appeared the developer had not taken
into account the previous comments and concerns raised by the Commissioners. Mr Roberts
reported the LLFA had objected to the application on the basis that the drainage proposals had
changed and had requested more detailed information be provided.

Members agreed the Consulting Engineer should further object to this application on their
behalf.

Mr Kevin Johnson — CB Groundworks & Construction Ltd (MLC Ref No 006)

The Chairman reported the farm buildings were being converted to storage and a contractor’s
yard and considered the Commissioners required more information regarding the application
due to the likelihood of oil spillage reaching the Commissioners’ drains. He advised the
application had been ongoing for 2 to 3 years and no decision had yet been made. The Chairman
also considered the applicant should be made aware of the Commissioners’ concerns regarding
the potential for oil spillage from the site.

Mr Roberts advised this was a retrospective planning permission application so there was a risk
the applicant may already be discharging more surface water without consent.

Members agreed the applicant should be advised of the Commissioners’ concerns and of the
requirement for consent.

Comments were made with reference to the flooding caused by the rainfall event in 2020 and
advised that further development would increase the risk of flooding should there be a similar
event in the future. He enquired whether the Commissioners should write to the leader of
Cambridge District Council, Anna Bailey, advising her of the problems encountered within the
District at such times. Members agreed that a letter should be sent voicing their concerns.
RESOLVED

)] That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved.

i) That the Consulting Engineer arranges for the purchase and fitting of two rain
gauges.

iii) That the Consulting Engineer arranges for a structural survey be undertaken of
the piles at Sutton Gault pumping station.

iv) Linden Ltd (MLC Ref No 001) & Vistry Homes Ltd (MLC Ref No 012)

That the Consulting Engineer responds to the applicant advising of the
Commissioners concerns.

V) Abbey Developments Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 002, 004 & 014)

That the Consulting Engineer raises further objection to the application.
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vi) Mr Kevin Johnson — CB Groundworks & Construction Ltd (MLC Ref No 006)

That the Consulting Engineer writes to the applicant regarding the consent
requirements highlighted by the Commissioners.

Vii) That the Consulting Engineer writes to Anna Bailey, the leader of
Cambridgeshire District Council, concerning issues arising from continued
development, referring to the problems encountered during the rainfall event
in December 2020.

C478. District Labour - District Engineer's Wage Increase — 2022/2023

With reference to minute C.426, Miss Ablett reported the District Engineer's wages would be
increased in accordance with the Middle Level Commissioners' pay award of 3%, as previously
resolved.

C.479 District Work Report & Review of District Watercourses

Further to minute C.441, The Chairman reported it had been another difficult year with water level
management. He further reported that in anticipation of another dry summer the District Engineer had
maintained the summer levels and with his efforts in keeping the river inlets clear it had been possible
to keep the drain levels up so sufficient water was available for every licenced abstractor, as well as
keeping the sock level up for the benefit of the farmers, including non-irrigators.

The Chairman advised that when the Environment Agency order the river inlets to be closed at
weekends, suppling water became a greater problem.

He expressed his concern to the Environment Agency regarding them only applying voluntary
restrictions as in the past when the Environment Agency needed to restrict water use it was
compulsory on abstractors. He advised that in response to his concerns the Environment Agency had
advised they were unable to carry out enforcement on the Ely reaches, however there were able to do
so on the level at Denver.

The Chairman reported that the normal drain maintenance programme was being carried out although
this has been held up on a couple of occasions due to small problems with the excavator. He also
reported that the height level restrictor had now been fitted to the excavator and the telemetry at both
pumping stations was working satisfactorily.

The Chairman asked Members to contact either him or the District Engineer should they become
aware of any problems within the district.

Members thanked the District Engineer for his services over the preceding year.

Mr Toby Chambers referred to previous discussions had by the Members regarding culverts between
Hoghill Drove and Church Fen Corner and the need for these to be lowered and enquired of the
current position.

The Chairman confirmed he had contacted Fen Group on several occasions in the past and requested
a quote, but they had never responded.
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Mr Chambers reported the road over the culverts was a public road and was in terrible condition and
enquired whether the County Council owned the concrete road and the land beneath it and advised
that if this was the case the Commissioners may be able to obtain some contribution to the cost of
lowering the culverts, from the Council, as the flow of water was being restricted.

He added the difference in the water levels at some of the culverts was quite significant and
considered the Commissioners should obtain further quotes for the work to be undertaken.

The Chairman advised he thought the landowners either side of the road each owned half the land
underneath the road and the road belonged to the Council. Some of the Members were not sure
whether this was the case.

Members discussed this further and requested the Chairman to obtain further quotes for at least two
of the culverts to be lowered and the Assistant Clerk investigates who owns the land under the
concrete road.

RESOLVED
That the Report and the actions therein be approved.

That the Clerk investigates who owns the land under the concrete road between Aldreth and
Hoghill Drove.

That the Chairman obtain quotes for lowering at least 2 of the culverts under the concrete road
between Aldreth and Hoghill Drove.

C480 Health and Safety Report

Further to minute C.454, The Chairman reported there had been no meetings with Cope Safety
Management, the health & safety consultants since the last meeting and advised he had no matters of
concern to report.

The Chairman reported the annual inspection had been moved to the winter months and had been
arranged for 23" January 2023.

C.481 Risk Management Assessment

The Board considered & approved index-linking the insured value of the Commissioners’ buildings
value from 2023.

RESOLVED

That the insured sum of the pumping stations and bungalow be index linked as from 1% April 2023.

C.482 Completion of the Annual Return of the Commissioners — 2021/2022

a) The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return
for the year ended on the 31 March 2022, viz;

F:\Admin\Word\haddenhamlevel\mins\3/11/22



Haddenham Level Drainage Commissioners
Notice of conclusion of the audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31st March 2022

Sectons 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountabilty Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulatons 2015 (S 2015 /234)

! The Auatof socourts for the  Hacderham Lovel Dranage Comeissioners
for the year ended 31st March 2022 has been compieted ard 1he sooounts heve

boon pubdshod

2 mmm;mmmnmmmw
any local government cleckor of the srea of  Madderham Level Dransge Commssonens
o applcation to:

The Clark
Hadderdam Level Dranage Commissioners
85 Wiittiesey Road

March

Cambridgeshire

PE150aH

between the Powrs of  9.00am anc 4.00pm on Mondays 1 Frideys
(excluding pubilc holdays), when any local elactor may make copios
of e Annual Retumn

SMMMMbwmlmmmﬂdnﬁol«mW
of the Arvvas Retum

made by D € Thomas . Clark 1o the Commussionons
of Announcament. 260 Septemdar 2022
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22

HADDENHAM LEVEL DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS
WWW.MIDDLELEVEL.GOV.UK

During the financial yoar ended 31 March 2022, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
dnmmmwuammdmmummmmm
in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.
mm.wummmwmmhmmmmsmmmmm.
On the basis of the findings in the arcas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised In this table Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on whether. in ail

: mmwmmmmmmwmnawmm
1o moet the needs of this authority.

A Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept Bvoughout the finencial year.

B. This authority compled with s financial reguations, payments were supporied by ivoices, all
expenciture was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for,

cmmmnwm»mumumum
of arrangements 10 Manage these.

o.mmamwmmtuummmm;mw
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received. based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accourted for.

F mmmmmwnmdmmwmw
and VAT apgropriately accourted for.

G. Salaries 1o employees and alfowances 10 members were pad in acoordance with this suthorty's
spprovals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly appled.

H. Asset and invesiments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

I MMWMMMWMMMN.

J. Accounting statements prepared durng e year were preparad on the comect sccouning basis (receipts
and payments or income and expanditure), agreed o the cash book, supporied by an adeguate audit
tradl from records and where wte doblors and credilors were recorded.

K. I the suthorty certified iiselfl as exempt from a lmited assurance review in 2020i21, 4 met the
exsmpon cileria and corecty deciared Rself exempt. (If e authortly had a lmited assurance /
review of ks 202021 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. The authority publishes information on a free 1o sccess websilowebpage up 1o date ot the me of
the internal sudt In accordance with any relevant Fansparency code requirements /

M. The authority, during the previous yoar (2020-21) comectly provided for the period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Reguiations (evidenced by the notice published
0N e websie andir authorty approved minutes confirming the datos sef)

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 202021 AGAR

(300 AGAR Pege 1 Guidance Noles).
Lo e

Trust funds (Inchuding charitable) — The councll met its responsiilities as 3 rusiee _
F«qmummwummmmquuummm'm
Date(s) ntermnal audt undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit
28/esl3e22 Jotes/zere 1efoflze2l Wk prn S Lop
Signatre of perEonWho . B EEThy ~ tivs Pray G P reloe/co2a

\ ,,|u..».,, m._'.._.'!...,.f A‘|\"\’{w o I S e

3

Sadet

Annual Governance and Accountabilty Return 2021722 Form 3 " Page3of6
Local Counciis, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021/22

We acknowledge as the members of:

HADDENHAM LEVEL DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

our responsibiiity for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
mmmaumw.mmwumaummuum
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that.

1. Ve have put i place srsrgements for eflectve francial
maragement Axing the yeat, snd for the preparation of
the sccownting sstements.

Pepered B3 socowting stalerverts in sccordance
with the Accounts and Audd Reguissons

2 We maivisnod on adoquate system of internad conrol

e rOper ATANgEMents and acoNIng MESDONSIITY
for sefoguarding the pubiic money and nsowoes
3 charge.

3. We w0k al reatonabie stege 1 assure curteives
Tt Tee e nO matiers of actwal or potortial
0N-Complance wih laws reganons and Propes
Practices that could have a sigrifcant fnancial efect
on T obilty of this authorly to conduct ity
business or manage s frances.

has only done whtal it has the psl power 10 00 and has
compied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We rovied proper cpporturity outng e yoar for
e axercne of sleciors’ rights In accondance wih De
requirements of e Accourts and Audt Reguistions,

during the yoar gave af persons intoreated Phe opporiunty
NIpect and atk questions about s authorly's accownts.

5. Wo camod out a» assessment of the rivks facing this
thorty and Yook sppropriste steps to manage hose
sk, Inchading the ntrocucson of ntemal controls ardror
exdernal nurance cover where required.

considored and docwmented the francial s other risks ¢
faces and deall wily Mem propedy

€. We maintained throughout e yoor an sdequate and
ofloctve sywtom of imoral audk of the accountng
records and control systems

rangwd for 8 competent Parson, Ingependent of he finsncad
CONtrols and proceduves, 10 OVe an objective vew 0n whother
Mioral contruls moe! the needs of s smeber suhoty.

7. We lock sppropriane action on Al Mmethers raised
In reports from internad and exerma avat

responded o matters brought 1o Xs attenton by internal snd
cxternal salt

5. We considered whether any itgation, Satiities or
comeriirmants, events or raNsacione, coourTing eiher
Ouring of sler the yearand, hawve & fnancial impact on
his authorlly and. where sporcpra®. hive Nduded Pem
n the accounting statements.

9.(For local councils only) Trust funde inclading
Chastable N our Capacity s the scle Managing
| Wustee we dscharged our accountabiity

‘ examiraion o st

.

Ssciosed evarything £ should have sbout Ry Dusiness actiity

during the year inchuding events laklng place afier 1he your
ond ¥ relovent.

Bas mwd Al of s respOcsTes whers, a3 & body
corporsie, £ is a sole managing nstes of & locsl
trust or rusts.

"Please provide explanations 10 the extemal auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe how he

authonty will address the weaknesses dentified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authority on:
A4/064/2022

and recorded as minute reference

Ci4 b0

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

WWW MIDDLELEVEL .GOV.UK

mm«mwmmﬁéroms
Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2021/22 for
HADDENHAM LEVEL DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

1. Balances brought Tolal balances and resorves at the beginning of the yoor

forward 227 698 237, as recorded in the financial records. Vakwe must sgroe fo
Box 7 of provious year

2. (*) Precept or Rales and Tolal armount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levess 187,369 187Admawmmmmr Exciude any grants

received.

-

|3.(0)Totdotmms Totsl income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

23,164 ﬂ,eeqnpwamm-a(mn Inchude any

lL grants received

| 4. () S1aft costs Tots! expenditure or payments made 10 and on behalt

‘ of sl employees. Inchide Qroes salanes and wages,

”'m x'm employers NI contridutons, employers pension
L Conrdutions, graftulies and severance payments.

| 5.(-) Loan interesticapitsl Tolsf expenditure or payrnents of caplal and interest
repaymonts 43.3‘31 Q.Mmmnmmnmamum

6. () Al other payments Toted axpendiiors or payments as recorded in e cash-

120.792' 119.%1 Dok less staff costs (Ine 4) and an iNteresticaphal
repayments (ine 5).

7.(=) Balances carried Total balonces and reserves al the end of the year. Must
forward 237 463 252,941 eqQual (142+43) - (4+5+6) )

"l.hd;wdouhw &mddwmmmmm
short term investmerts 244 808 256,551| noidings and shot term investments held as af 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciltation.

9. Total focod assots plus The value of all the property the suthority onans - i Is mede
iong torm Investmerts 2,489,030 2,489,030 gma&.dm»dwmmaat
and assels ‘ )

10. Total borrowings | The outstanding capital balance as af 31 March of of loans

1 301,957 270-01‘] from terd parties (inckudng PWLE)
11.(Foflood_Cumhbnly) N mm.namm.mnmm; )
Disclosure ncte re Trust funds and s responsidle for menaging Trust funds or assets
(including chartabie) N.B. The figures in the sccounting statements above do
- not Inciuce any Trust transactons |

| cortify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 tho Accounting
Statements in this Annusl Govemance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or Income and expenditure bass following the guldance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaler Authorites - a

Practiioners’ Guide to Proper Practioss and prosent fairty
the financal position of this authority
Signed by Responsbile Fi before being
presented 10 the authority
" 2
te 7" A 202 |

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

WL/

@6 recorded In minute reference:

CAEX

Signed by Chalrman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved
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Section 3 ~ External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
In respect of HADDENHAM LEVEL DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS - DB003S

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

Our responsibility as auditors 1o compiete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO) A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carmied out in accordance with
Intemational Standards on Auditing (UK & ireland) and hence & does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
staiutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a Emited assurance roview, the audtor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountabllity Redurn in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Nole 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptrolier and Audiior General. AGN 02 & avalable from the NAD website -

hitps //www.nao org uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-audtors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that s financial management is adequate and offoctive and that it has a
sound sysiem of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022 and
* confms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant 10 our duties and responsiiites as external
auditors

2 External auditor report 2021/22
&hmdw“dm1“2du Annual Govermnance end Accou Return (AGAR), I our ogirion the iMamaton ir

1 80 2 of he AGAR s In acordancs with Proger Practioss asd no offwr mabers O 10 Ouf Slilenion g ving 03use for CONDSM that
Felevant Bgeation and regusiory requirements harve not teen mel

Emmmuwm-a—uumﬂu suhosty.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

Ve ceniy that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabllity
m;gmwummnmm-mwmmu,hummm
March 4

Exonel Audior Namre

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
Extames Audhr Sgreare P L, (AN Duse 1092022

* Note: the NAO msued guidance applcabie 10 external auditors’ work on imied assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Nole
AGN2. The AGN is avalabie from the NAD websits (waw 180 ong uk)
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b) The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year

ended on the 31 March 2022, viz;
Whitin
g3s

Chartered Accountants

Me Olg Sahonl Honne. Dartford Road
March. Camvbeidgeshan, PETS SAS

L NISE652304

« My dwhtagulip o ul

w whitingsllp co vk

BB/MNO53
11 October 2022

Nessrs. D Thomas, R Hill and S Ablett
Middle Level Offices

85 Whittlesey Road

March

Cambs

PE1S 0AH

Dear Messrs. D Thomas, R. Hill, and § Ablett,
MLC administered Internal Drainage Boards - Internal Audit 2021-2022

mmwmwnmammmmvmnmmwmmmmdby
the Middle Level Commissioners officers for the year ended 31 March 2022, we are pleased to provide
youwlmmolouowi"mothmwbomiduedlwﬁaplmm We have included
some general points and some points which are related to specific boards.

General points
1. Asset Valuations and Insurances

It Is noted that, whilst a large proportion of boards took the option to revalue for insurance
purposes their pumping station and residential assets during recent years, there are still some
boards that have not followed suit. We have seen elsewhere that such revaluations have
mkmwwhﬂwlmwﬂmhvm.uwmuhwemwmtmw
remaining boards that have yet to carry out such an exercise do so at the ecartiest
convenience. Should a pumping station or residential property require a complete rebuild
following an unforeseen catastrophic event, current valuations may no longer be appropriate
given today's prices which may lead to a shortfall in funds which have to be met by surplus
funds.

w.mdrewmwuuthwmasp«unhfwmionwmmuyw
need for eartier review, that a revaluation exercise be performed for insurance purposes at
lﬂstcv«yiymmallma)ubouﬂmThislsaoechuymwummenmmnm
increase in material and labour costs seen in recent times as a result of rising Inflation and
dowmwmnmmwmumwmumwauemmd
mzmmmmmwummmmfmmmmwmm
that all boards agree to this proposal.

Sl T BT MALTH b
LELLE R | T AN ne CINETE LY MAREM DT eAL MmO ove s Paminy ey (AR 11 2d waMIe
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1. Asset Valuations and Insurances - Continued

Client comment:

While we have put it to Boards to review pumping station voluations for insurance purposes,
@3 separate stotutory outhorities It Is up to each Board to review and opprove what they
consider to be an cppropriate valuation and your point concerning possible under-insured
amounts having to be funded directly by the Board following an event hes been highlighted
previously. A number of Boards have previcusly approved to index link valuotions and we
will be asking all Boords to consider this during the 2023 meetings, along with considerction
of current valuations. This is an area olready programmed to be reviewed every five years
and hopefully with Indexing we may not require such individual voluations going formard,

2. Employee Benefits - Vehicle Usage

In 2020 a high level tax case was brought by HM Revenue & Customs against Coca-Cola
European Partners Great Britain Limited relating to vehicles provided to employees of Coca-
Cola and whether these ‘dual purpose’ vehicles should be classed as a van or a car for benefit-
in-kind (BIK) and other taxation purposes. Typical example of such a vehicle being a double-
cab pickup as operated by some boards. The Court of Appeal ruled in favour of HNRC and,
25 2 result HMRC are now reminding employers of the importance to ensure that they have
mﬂmmmmmmtymnam:mmmmmmmu«sm
under review both now and Into the future to mitigate the risk of an unexpected tax bill
arising. We would advise that this is considered across all boards going forward §f this is not
being taken into account already.

Client comment;

We are aware of the case and potentiol implications to employees of classificetion of
vehicles. Generolly, we do not make changes concerning odditionol passenger/iood
capabilities to that of the original manufocturer’s specification, which are relied upon
clongside the HMRC guidance when designating vehicles for taxation/benefits in kind.
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3. Provisions

We are pleased to note that, in the main; provisions for amounts owing to and owed from
applicable boards, are being monitored and written back should the undertying potential
asset/lisbility be extinguished. There are still odd cases where provisions are “brought
forward and carried forward™ that relate in excess of the standard tife of debt, being 6 years.
On review In some cases whilst the underlying rationale of these balances are reasonable,
we would question whether payments could still be enforced if chased, aside from in relation
to development contributions. As such we would encourage continued review of provisions
a3 a whole, with special consideration being made to aged provisions that have existed for a
demmmmratmmmmmunmtsmmm
to us as part of the internal audit

mmldabommnndmunysudmwdebuapfommupuumdﬂdmm
contribution provisions), say over 3 years old, be presented at the Board meeting annually
and approved.

Cllent comment:

As part of the year end cccounting procedures, provisions/bolances are looked ot on on
individual basis and decisions made on relevance as to retain or (o write back,
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4. Budget figures

We note that Budget figures are prepared annually in advance, but we note thess are not
updated in the late Autumn even when notable variances may have occurred for various
factors. Whilst not necessary to do so for all boards, we suggest that Chairmen of individual
Barammmmlwtonmwamman«mwywmfum
remainder of the year and distribute to Board members if they feel it appropriate due to
circumstances to date or anticipated.

meMeuMNnb«nmmmvnyeumyn«dtobﬂmmmwtu
year due to the significant cost Increases that are currently well publicised i the media,
mMthauwtommdmmd«Mnonmmm:mﬂm
between Russia and Ukraine.

Client comment;

thdthfkmcrmaﬂmmmmdmdtomwuwdg«mitmm
wdmwmddnm.wmmmmammmum this is
reviewed by the Board ct their cutumn/winter meeting. For all other Boards the monitoring
mrixhcoapdﬂedasoﬂlnmdclﬂrcnlenwrm,olmspolmthowomyoltb
drein maintenance works have been completed, os would be any planned maintenonce works
at pumping stations. The expenditure to-date Is then forecast to the end of the financlal
year and compared to the budget and inftially sent to the chairman for review. Depending
thwtmddnmangmdepmammubmm
to hold an emergency meeting. However, it Is likely that if there were an extroordinary
mwmwume'hredthw'“whtemcdmouhatm.
It is not policy to update budgets depending on levels of expenditure but to use these as
comparative to analyse variances of octuol expenditure ogoinst,

F:\Admin\Word\haddenhamlevel\mins\3/11/22



5. Surplus Funds

It &5 noted a number of 1DB’s hold significant cash reserves, with inflation now being at a 40
year high, all IDB’s need to consider investing their surplus funds, in order to achieve greater
return on public funds and to ensure value for money principles are observed and cash asset
values are not eroded overtime. We appreciate that in recent years interest rates would have
made such an exercise unfrultful when taking into account the associated admin cost involved
in such an undertaking. However, with the Bank of England now increasing interest rates to
combat rising inflation in the UK, we would advise that this is now an opportune time to
conduct such an exercise.

Client comment;

We have previously made arrangements with our bankers concerning the costs for the
provision of banking services and interest which when odded together more than covered
the costs associated with monthly/quarterly administration costs in transferring funds. As
mentioned, interest rates in recent years have been negligible and as responsible public
euthorities we need to maintain caution as to where funds may be deposited - the general
principle of the higher the reward the higher the risk applies. During this period we did re-
negotiote our banking arrangements and maintained the cost benefit in relation to the
provision of banking services. Although It Is correct that the Bank of England is increasing
Interest rates to combat inflation, rates will not match/keep pace with (current) inflotion
and with the current spiralling fuel costs we also need to ensure Boords have sufficient
liquidity to meet ongoing operational expenditure. We have plonned meetings with our
bankers when this will be discussed further as well as looking ot possible olternative places
for longer term investments.

F:\Admin\Word\haddenhamlevel\mins\3/11/22



6. Rental of Land

It was previousty noted that some IDB's were renting out land to tenants for less than market
value and that this should be reviewed to ensure value for money principles were being
applied.

We are happy to note that some IDB's have increased the rental values of land to market
rates, although there are still some IDB’s where the rental value is significantly below market
value and we advise that the market values are increased for these boards to ensure value
for money principles are applied going forwards,

Client comment;

Boerds which have land holding for rent generally review rents in occordance with tenancy
agreements and use local land ogents for guidance. A number of Boords have small holdings
oflaﬂwmcharrmatrmmlerornunthomwtokmtmwnwmdmmm
0s they are not necessorlly commercially viable. A number of Boards hove slamp lend, which
connot be considered the same as general ogriculturol land for rental purposes. All Boords
look to get the best rents available, but these are relevant to the size and type of lond being
let.
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Conington & Holme IDB

We note that the pumping station owned by the board is insured at less than the latest
revaluation amount, see below;

Insured value 610,000

Latest revaluation 685,630

Underinsured 75,630

We understand that the board took the conscious decision not to uplift the Insurance value
in line with the revaluation figure suggested by the engineer. As already hightighted above,
should any significant event occur, such as a major fire, resulting in the need to reinstate
the asset in full, the board run the risk of the shortfall which would require the use of surplus
balances to cover the resulting deficit in funds. We would therefore strongly recommend that
the board consider increasing the insured value to the revaluation figure.

Client comment;

Although as previously mentioned these points will be raised as egenda items your comments
and recommendations will also be considered when reviewing the interncl oudit report.
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Waldersey 1DB and Hundred of Wisbech 108 - Joint Pumping Arrangement

As in previows years it is noted that there is a discrepancy between debtor held in Waldersey
DB and the creditor held in Hundred of Wisbech IDB.

Waldersey IDB - Debtor 25,936.9%
Hundred of Wisbech D6 - Creditor 25,500
Difference 436.95

We are pleased to note that this difference Is Insignificant for the current year, The
difference arises due to the accounts of Hundred of Wisbech IDB being completed before
Waldersey 108, leading to a provision being required in the former’s books in the absence of
more accurate information being available. The difference is adjusted in the following year’s
Accounts for Hundred of Wisbech but in the short term could be considered stightly
misleading.

We note that there have been discussions to potentially amalgamate the two boards, this
would eradicate the anomaly. However, In the absence of this, we wonder whether there is
scope to bring the meetings and account preparation periods in line to address this issue.

Client comment:

These costs relate to the contribution for the costs of the shared pumping Jecility ond at
the time of production of the year end accounting statements discussions were taking ploce
concerning potential changes to the contribution as a result of changes in land use. A new
proposol had been put forward which wes broadly approved by both Boords.

There are no current plans to change meeting dotes so as one set of occounts Is finalised
before the other there Is likely to remain creditor /debtor position in both sets of eccounts
olthough now that oll older bolances have been cleared, any in-year belance should be
cleared, generolly o yeor in arrears.
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March East IDB

During our review it was noted that the onsite pumping station attendant's payments were
not authorised during the year, the amounts charged by the attendant are similar to the
rental costs charged to the individual for occupying residential property owned by the
district. We understand that this arrangement has been agreed at board level to ensure
that the indivicual §s not financially penatised in carrying out their duties for the board.
However, this treatment appears to be at odds with the amount charged being
disproportionate when compared to other IDB's that we have audited. We would advise
that these amounts most certainly should be authorised Lo ensure adequate controls are
maintained over the purchase function and we would also question how HMRC would
Interpret the arrangement should they carry out any follow up review in the future.

Client comment;

Following a review in the previous financiol year residentiol property rent was re-assessed
in-line with current guidance from HMRC. At the same time the volue of the attendant’s
services was re-cpproised. These reviews were approved by the Board. There were no
changes proposed for 2022 so the original resolution remained unchanged. However, we

agree with your comments and both areas will be considered annuolly os separate agenda
ftems.
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March Sixth DDC

During the course of our audit we noted that the 2021/22 public rights notice had not been
published on the website, we are pleased to note that following notification of this fact the
notice was promptly uploaded. We are satisfied that this is an isolated incident but would
remind all boards of their obligation to comply with the requirements in this area and to
ensure that all relevant documents are published in a timely manner,

Client comment;

Every effort is made to updote the relevant pages of all authorities in an efficient and
timely manner and In accordence with the regulations. It should be noted thot os well as
display on the website, notices are also displayed In paper format withing the District.

Your comment is noted and procedures will be amended concerning this for the future,

We take this cpportunity to thank your staff involved in our audit for their assistance and
cooperation in achieving substantial completion by the stated target deadlines. We trust that the
engagement team have not caused significant disruption during the execution of their procedures.

Yours sincerely,
PV ‘-1-73 L I’

Whitings LLP
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C.483 Defra IDB1 Returns

The Clerk referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2021/2022 which the Board noted and approved,

VIZ,
A%
Internal Drainage Boards in England Department
for Environment
Annual Report for the year ended Food & Rural Affairs
31 March 2022

The Law - the following annual report is provided in accordance with
e Lol Paragraph 4 of Schedule 2 to the Land

No later than 31 October 2022 a copy must be provided to:
. WMMWMFMIMMM.FMGMCWMMMWwﬂ
WQon.Hoaa.SeaodaJMhunSMLuﬂonsww&DFmMmg_‘
* National Flood and Coastal Risk Manager (Strategic Delivery . The Environment Agency, Horizon House
Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5AH via iam ) -a . ' '
+ The Chief Executives of:
= all local authorities that pay special levies to the Board;
= all County Councils or London Boroughs within which the Board is situated.

Please complete the form electronically. If are unable to i
in BLOCK LETTERS usi ey you are unal complete the form electronically, please complete

Please round all cash figures down o nearest whole £.

HADDENHAM LEVEL DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

L

Section A - Financial information

Preliminary information on special levies issued by the Board for 2022-23
hmmwm*ammmmw spending share covered
elsewhere on this form or by the external auditor’s certificato. ‘ s et

mmmmmmmm

Name of local authority 2022-23 forecast £

{ 1. EAST CAMBRBGESHI;RE DISTRICT COUNCIL i 68,735
2 \ |
8 o
&

r |
C—— |
7. ...... . A — ...__.I
. ]
Tota | umj
DEF-IDB1 (Rev. 07/22) Page 10f 10
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Section A - Financial information (continued)

1. Drainage Rates
120,537
2. Special Levies g
3. Higher Land Water Contributions from the
Environment Agency 9,599
4, Mummfmmm
5 ww(mm 8%
| grants
and levy contributions) fom EA 0
6. PSCAs from EA and other RMAs 0
7. Loans 0
8. Rechargeable Works 11.658
9. Interest and Investment Income 220
10 MNW 0
11. Other Income
Total income
215,132
EXPENDITURE
12. New Works and Improvement Works 0
13. Total precept to the Environment Agency 28,085
14. Watercourse maintenance 48.006
15. Pumping Stations, Siuices and Water level control :
" structures 58,788
. Administration
13,147
17. PSCAs
0
18. Rechargeable Works o
19.mctnw Py
20. SSSis : 5
2'-'Dﬂﬂbflvu}wwmmm(mmu-nm
. @xpenditure 468
22. Other Expenditure ppees.
Total expenditure m.au

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07,
) Page 2 of 10
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Ex cg _____ W......"m . -
| 23' TIONAL y ey g T T ™ . S— ‘
________ | o f . b
Ln.' o et w ‘w - ey I_m ______ . '15,470 i
t 24 Dmlopus. Fuxdshoommtlpphd in year T l 3.610—7
| Mzs Gmhmmmhm, — _ e . _o_.f
_________ — " |
EF-1DB1 (Rev.07/22) Page

Jof10



Notes:

11.Include all other Income, sudmsabsapﬂonmntwpuu(henmphphmmm-bwﬂon
accounts).

12.Statemgroucoﬁo!uwemkmMc.puwk.mothanmhnncapummhw
doproddbndmdﬂm}ofmmummwm.vwshwuahomhdoafuk
mamwmmmmmdmmmu

13.$hhmebﬁmldamndodb'ﬁuywaswopmywbyhm«wﬂw.In
acoo:dnnoownhuwonu1o!meWaIemeAdwm.Provtﬁ\gmmopmapthubm
MIM&MMMHMWNMWM.WWNMMW
mmhmdm.hamﬂammm1400fu-nWathuoucuAct1991.
mmmmmmammemmmmsmmwm-mmw

appropriate accrual/prepayment.

14.Smﬂmmwmmmmm.mmmmm
m.mmm.mmm.wwuwhmurmwmm.f&
proportion of the overheads such as depot/workshop costs, employment on-costs, insurances and
dm,m.vwmmmammmdwwmudmmmm
dollvuyofthmdnlmnoomm.

15.5unum»mmhmhmgmmmmmmm.mmwmww
mm.mnmummmumummammdmmmam
-smmmmmmm.imammm.mvwmwmm
aﬂmdmmmmwmmwmmmm
stations, sluices and waler level control structures.

1s.hdudottnoootofnon-bdmlca!suﬂody. ommmwmwn.mwdepmﬁmdoﬁmw
that has been capitalised, mmwmthummmm.mmn
stationery, printing, advertising, auditing of accounts, general insurances and all other costs associated
with supporting the organisation. Pmmmeadmmmmsmms.m“m
associated with the delivery of front line services.

17. State all costs associated with the PSCA

18. sunslmummmmmumm.mmmmumnm
maumdwmmnmmmm.m
mm,m.vmmmmm:wmdwmmmammm
undertaking the rechargeable work.

19.lndwelhooos:ofu~ichganybomwhg.munuofbonknoumiummlnwutpeyabla.

m.swwmmwmmmumm—wamm-mmmb
thmmm&mmsaudsmsmuﬁcmm(sssm. In most cases, these costs will
boincurmdinh\pbmnthoactlommmnhSSSIwu«LudMsmgammthotSSSIM
Restoration Plans.

21.seueallmwwmm-wuamm-n:mmmww
oommmmmwmmanmmsssu;nmmm“mnwmmmm
actions set out in an IDB's Wumhnmmwmmsmmmm.

22. Includealothuwpemun.unhuaymﬁonfuwmwm.moﬁs.mabmmm
doﬂels(brembbphntuuhbwabwpﬁonmm.

23, For the disposal of assets, mbhdﬁmwmawmtunt!numwamm
wmmdmmmmmumdom.
24. Total balance of developer fund year end.

25. Unspent grant at year end.

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 4 of 10
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Section B -IDB Reporting

Policy Delivery Statement

&nm-mmdMMMaMMhmesWMMMMhMN
Government's policy aims and objectives. It is recommended that these statements be published on Boards'
mmmmnmmmmmm

lsmwlodnumminphnewwpy(orwoblhk)

provided to Defra, and EA? ... AR R RS AR b A bt ba nr en s saets st s nes sasrenas senss sosssnns sees Y OB E No D
Biodiversity
Please indicate whether your Board has a Biodiversity Action Pan.................... ...........Yes [ No[ ]

HW’bmeMwwAdanhnmmonm

What year was your Biodiversity Action Plan last updated?).. .. ... .. .. | 2022

Have you reported progress on BAP implementation on yourwebste?.........c..............Yes |Z] No D

When was biodiversiy last discussed at a Board meeting (date)?............ feeeossapeonsse 2804202 |

Do you have & blosecurity Process?.................coocvovoorooo o, s s isssrcssssoranie T OB E No [:]

SSSI water level management plans
Please indicate M\emoryourBoardisrespondblelorany SSSI water level management
plans?.... - — YaD NOE
if so, which ones:

I
Area of SSSI with IDB water level management plans....... . ‘

Amds_?sammmhwmamm-mmmwmmthmm
condition

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 5 of 10
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Atuofs?ssmtmloamwmwﬁunmmmdbmmum

Access to environmental expertise
Does your IDB have access to environmental expertise? i s0 please tick all those options below through
which environmental expertise is regularly provided to your 1DB:

mmmm(o.gmm&mm :

Environmental Body/Authority) [
Directly employed staff E
Contracted persons or consultants

Environmental Partners/NGOs

Other (please describe)

Asset Management

anmm&u’dmbmmmkhmmm

ADIS
Paper Records
Other Electronic System

HanMhMMImmmm
assot databases on an annual basis? YuE NoD

What is the cumui total (in km) that the Board periodically maintains?

205
memmm?
2
muumammuumwwmmm!mmm

‘4.47%

Health and Safety

Does the Board have a current Health and Safety policy in place? ves (] No[]
Does the Board have a responsible officer for Health and Safety? ves 0 No[]
Have there been any reportable incidents in the past year? ves[[] N[

If s0, please summarise in the box below:

————————————
DEF-IDB1 (Rev 07/22) Page 6 of 10
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Guidance and Best Practice

Has your 108 adopted a formal Scheme of Delogation? ves D4 mNol ]
HasmlDBprwidedtmhngfaboudmhenh!nlatmhhwdﬂuﬂm:w?

i%3

i

32

i
OORX®ROX

iamam:mmmmamwmmmm(mmmm
audited accounts, programmes of works, WLMPS, efc)... m@ NOD

Has your IDB adopted computerised accounting and rating systems?......................c.........Yes E No D

Has your board published all minutes of meetings on the Webste?............................... Yes P4 No [ ]
MMMWMMBMthwMMWmHMMM
details to allow for and encourage public engagement? Y«E NoD

When planning maintenance and capital works are environmental impacts taken into account and wherever
possible best practice applied? ves DJ No[]

Has your Board adopted the following governance documents?

SIBNAING OFGOMS .........oeoooeeeeoereeeesseesosssesessoseeeessesseesseemseeeeee s eees e e et e oo eeeeeseeeeeesrs ves [ wnNo[]
Have the Standing Orders been approved by MINSIBIS ...................cc.coccrrerrnne. Y08 0 No [
rfyouhmaydm mwmmtmmmmwmmmm

2012... . Yes D4 No []
Have the Byelaws been approved by Ministers. . SRRSO 7+ )=« B " I |
Code of Conduct for BOBI MEMBESS..............coccviccss s osrcrcincsnncsrenoee Y08 0. No [

DEF-IDB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 7 of 10
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Register of Member's INerests. ......... ..o ves [ nNo[ ]
Anti-fraud and corruption policy ves[X Nol ]
Board membership and attendance

How many Board members (in total - elected and appointed) do you have on your IDB? 27

Seats available 10 appointed members under the Land Drainage Act 1901, 13
Number of elected members on the board at year end. 25
Number of appointed members on the board at year end. 2

Mean average number of elected members in attendance at each board meeting over the 12
last financial year.

Mean average number of appointed members in attendance at each board meeting over 1
the last financial year.

Have you held elections within the last throe years? .. Yes [] Nno [] na X
wmmmnmnmwmwdmnm lation 28 of the
Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations 19387........................ Yes No[ ] nva ]
Complaints procedure
nmmt«-mammwm.wmummmMNMt
B ..Yes D No

Number of complaints received in the financial year?

Number of complaints outstanding in the financial year?

Number of complaints referred to the Local Government Ombudsman?
Number of complaints upheld by the Local Government Ombudsman?

i ololo

Public Engagement

“M“EMMMh“ngMWN&SﬁMM“!WE

Press reloases
Newsletters
Web site
Meetings

Shows/events (including open days/inspections)
Consultations

Notices

Percentage (in value) of drainage rates outstanding at year end?
0%

DEF-1DB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 8 of 10
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Section B: NOTES

Guidance and Best Practice

Has your Board published all minutes of moetings on the web site? In answering this question, this should
apply to all the main Board meetings held in the year and any appropriate meetings the Board has held with
external stakeholders.

Board membership and attendance

When referring 1o elected members of the Board, this relates to the number of landowners/drainage rate
payers that are elected o the Board.

When referring to appointed members of the Board, this relates to the number of members appointed by the
local authorities to represent the local council taxpayers.

mmwmwm«o{wmmmmmnmm
each board meeting - this should be expressed as a number of attendees and not as a percentage
attendance.

With regard to elections, under Schedule 1 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, elected members should hold
office for theee years, at which point a further election is heid. When elections are held, they should comply
with the requirements under Regulation 28 of the Land Drainage (Election of Drainage Boards) Regulations
1938 ~ 1o advertise and notify local stakeholders accordingly.

DEF-ID81 (Rev.07/22) Page 9 of 10
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Section C - Declaration

1 confirm that the information provided in sections A-C or with this form is comect.

Sgnature |_AE M . -
. T ovains

Name in BLOCK LETTERS | MISS SAMANTHA ABLETT

Designation | ASSISTANT TREASURER

Email address | sam ableti@middielevel gov.uk

DEF-1DB1 (Rev.07/22) Page 10 of 10
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C.484 Expenditure/Estimate Update

The Chairman advised the Commissioners of how estimated expenditure for 2022/2023 compares
with actual expenditure to date, viz;
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1 CHANNEL MAINTENANCE

2 LABOUR

3 REPAIRS AND RENEWALS

4 FUEL

5 RATES, INSURANCES & TELEPHONES

HADDENHAM LEVEL DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS

BUDGET MONITORING 2022/2023

6 ADMINISTRATION

7 ASSET REPLACEMENT

8 E. A. PRECEPT

9 LOAN REPAYMENT

10 REPLACEMENT EXCAVATOR

INCOME
-200,047
Net Expenditure

Rate Requirement
Rate set

AV 506,448

Gen. Fund balance
Rates raised

net expenditure
adj. balances

closing balance
F:\Admin\Word\haddenhamlevel\mins\3/11/22

Approved Budget Actual to Forecast to
2022/2023 30/09/2022 31/03/2023
14,500 9,063 # 14,500
41,800 21,162 B 41,800 B
18,000 1,902 18,000 ©
43,000 8,247 43,000 P
11,300 3,861 F 10,300 E
13,900 5,065 13,900 F
7,500 3,750 © 12,500 ©
36,672 18,336 36,672
42,964 21,482 42,964
0 0 0
229,636 93,768 233,636
29,590 4,054 33,675
200,047 89,714 199,961
37.90 39.48 p
195,729 195,729 195,729
192,450 158,489 192,857
200,047 89,714 199,961
-6,425 0 -5,425
181,707 264,505 183,201

Includes for:

Flail mowing 5,100
Planning & dewelopment consultancy fees 403
5,503

Provision for District labour and District Officer

Includes provision to replace wet well bolts -
Sutton Gault pumping station 6,000

Provision for new contract rates at 5 year average
(increased for new contract prices)

Includes gross water charges (re-charged to 3rd party)

Includes for new Health & safety arrangements

Funds raised for aset replacement fund

Asset replacement fund:

Balance at 01.04.22 53,602
Funds raised 2022/2023 7,500

Expenditure 2022/2023 -13,250
Estimated balance at 31.03.2023 47,852

Includes for average highland water, re-charge
of water usage and private works

Includes calculated highland water claims, re-charge
of water usage and private works
Includes asset funding for:

Sutton Gault p/s wet well bolts 6,000
Grant-in-aid - telemetry 2,500
asset fund - telemetry 2,500
Includes use of balances - surplus from 21/22 5,425



C.485 Dates & Times of next Meetings

The Vice Chairman enquired whether Members would object to future meetings commencing earlier
than at present and proposed a time of 5pm instead of 7pm, considering some Members had further
to travel than others

After discussion, Members agreed that future meetings would commence at Spm.

The Chairman enquired whether the Baptist Hall would be available at 5pm and Mr Wilson confirmed
he would check and inform the chairman if it wasn’t.

Thursday 27" April at 5pm
Thursday 2" November at 5pm.

C.486 Any Other Business

The Chairman asked Miss Ablett to report on the electricity contract.

Miss Ablett reported on the increase in rates during the current electricity contract, together with the
energy price cap and the significant deterioration in both the quality of service and lack of account
management received from Anglia Farmers over the past few years. She advised members she was
in discussion with another buying group, Green Energy Advice Bureau, regarding a new contract as
from 1% April 2023.

Miss Ablett enquired whether the Commissioners would consider moving to the new brokers and
commit to a competitive 18-month fixed term contract as from 1st April 2023. Members considered
this should be investigated and authorised the Chairman to take any action considered necessary.

The Chairman referred to the Good Governance training videos, which had been released, and
enquired whether members had been able to watch them. All members present confirmed they had
watched the videos for training purposes.

It was brought to the Chairman’s attention that maintenance work was required at Twin Ditches Drove
at Sutton and he agreed to add this to the maintenance programme for the coming year.

Th Chairman asked Miss Ablett to update the Commissioners on the staff changes at the Middle Level
Commissioners.

The Chairman enquired whether Members would have any objection to him requesting that Miss
Ablett clerk the Commissioners meetings in the future. Members agreed they would be happy with
this.

RESOLVED

That the Chairman be authorised to approve a change in energy provider and a new electricity
contract if considered appropriate.

That the Chairman contact the Clerk and request for Miss Ablett to clerk future meetings of the

Commissioners.
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