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SWAVESEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 
 

 

Telephone: DD (01354) 602003                                                                           Middle Level Offices 

                    85 Whittlesey Road 

E-mail: enquiries@middlelevel.gov.uk                                                                       MARCH 

             www.middlelevel.gov.uk                                Cambs 

                     PE15 0AH 

 

 

 

 

27th January 2022 

 

 

 

 

Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Meeting of the Board – Tuesday 8th February 2022  
 

 

I enclose the Agenda for the Meeting of the Board to be held at The Memorial Hall, Swavesey at 

2.30pm on Tuesday 8th February 2022. 

 

Please telephone or e-mail to confirm whether or not you will be attending the meeting as soon as 

possible. 

 

 

Yours truly 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Chairman and the Members of the Swavesey Internal Drainage Board 
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A G E N D A 
 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

 

 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

 Members to declare any interests relating to the Agenda. 

 

 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

 

To confirm the Minutes of the Meetings of the Board held on the 9th February 2021 and 25th 

June 2021.   

(Copy pages 10-29) 

 

 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

 

 

 

5. Main River Issues 

 

 Further to minute B.1040, the Clerk to report on progress made with the Environment Agency. 

 

 

 

 

6. Proposed Northstowe Development and other developments draining to Uttons Drove STW 

Northstowe and Effluent Discharge to Swavesey Drain 

 

 Further to minute B.1042, the Chairman to report. 

 

 

 

7. Outstanding Drainage Rates  

 

 Further to minute B.1040, the Clerk to report.     

 

 

 

8. Defra Consultation on the Rating System 

 

 Further to minute B.1044, the Clerk to report. 
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9. Clerk's Report 

 

 

 The Clerk advises; 

 

i) COVID-19 Actions 

 

That due to the risk of COVID-19 mutations appropriate measures are being put in place, 

revised and reviewed as per government advice and using activity-based risk assessments. 

 

 ii)      Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

 That a seventh Chair’s Meeting was held on the 2nd November 2021. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key 

points and resolutions follows; 

 

a) The MLC Chair introduced the meeting and took the opportunity to warn those present 

that government were pushing for land in this area to be set aside to mitigate the impacts of 

climate change. In this respect there was concern that the data underpinning this move was out-

of-date and inadequate and that there was a risk that no proper account would be taken of the 

storage effects of the land as it is currently managed compared to how it might react if managed 

as wetland. 

 

b) To better fit in with the farming calendar the annual safety audits carried out by Cope are 

to be moved to January and February. In response to a question from the floor, Chairs were 

advised that it is ultimately the Board and not the MLC’s responsibility to manage safety at 

Board owned assets, although the MLC will assist where they can. 

 

c) Chairs considered that it was considered important that IDBs and the MLC have a policy 

on climate change. It was felt likely that this will become increasingly important as pressure 

mounts for action to be taken. In this respect the Clerk advised that the MLC intended to carry 

out a baseline assessment of its carbon footprint which would then be used to underpin plans 

for reductions in CO2 release and for mitigation. This model would be made available to those 

IDBs which wished to follow a similar path. Once what could be reasonably achieved has been 

defined a policy to steer implementation would be produced. Obviously, the aim will be to 

achieve net zero or as close to it as can be realistically and practically be achieved. 

 

d) The Chief Executive outlined the work of WRE, including the regional reconciliation of 

water supply just carried out, the proposals for two new reservoirs (one in Lincolnshire and one 

in Cambridgeshire) and the future plans for water security providing a 1 in 500 year level of 

drought tolerance for potable water supply. On this latter point he advised that he had been 

pushing hard for the needs of agriculture to be taken into account, noting that wet farming and 

environmental targets for farming would require extra water in this region. Also, he considered 

that separating agricultural need from environmental need was an error and failed to recognise 

the close tie between the two.  

 

e) It was reported that it seemed increasingly likely that despite lobbying MPs and Defra it 

will be the case from the 1st April 2022 that IDB’s will lose access to red diesel for anything 

other than powering generators and for heating. This will increase costs and will present 

problems with the use of contractors who also work for agriculture which will have an 

exemption, hence can continue to use red diesel in plant. 
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f) On member training it was agreed that the MLC would set up a Zoom type seminar 

running several of the ADA video training sessions back-to-back. All members of all MLC 

administered IDBs would be invited and attendance will be recorded. This was seen as the most 

efficient way of delivering the training that Defra expects members to have undertaken. 

 

g) For the next round of IDB meetings, the MLC website secure pages will be used for Board 

meeting documents. Members will be sent links to the appropriate webpage with a password. 

The documents can then be downloaded whenever it is convenient to do so.  MEMBERS 

WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO FOLLOW THIS ROUTE RATHER THAN REQUIRE 

PAPER COPIES OF DOCUMENTS.  In exceptional circumstances – for example for those 

members without email addresses - a paper copy of the relevant documents can still be printed 

off, bound and sent out.  The use of the Microsoft Teams software is also to be explored for 

future years. 

 

h) GDPR was discussed and it was resolved that for internal matters, or where working with 

partner organisations all email addresses will be visible to allow members to see who has 

knowledge of the matter under discussion.  All external communications will normally be blind 

copied unless there is a need to show the address or the address is already known (for example 

when a member is passing on a query that he or she has received themselves). It was also agreed 

that the website could continue to show names and primary contact numbers as long as 

addresses were not identified.  

 

 

iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

  

 That the 84th Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday the 10th November 

2021. 

 

The Conference was once again held virtually and was split into two parts; the Conference in 

the morning and AGM in the afternoon. It is expected that, whilst in future years it is hoped to 

return to a face-to-face format, the clear separation between conference and AGM is likely to 

be retained. 

 

Speakers this year included Rebecca Row MP (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State – Defra), 

Dieter Helm (economist) and Lord De Ramsey (then President of ADA). 

 

Topics covered included the challenges of climate change and the need to step up to the plate 

in delivering on the aim to achieve a net zero target as soon as possible, the importance of 

partnership working and the importance of agriculture in feeding the nation. The latter included 

the need to better educate the population, who clearly desire to move forward on delivering 

climate change and ecological objectives, but do not fully appreciate the role of agriculture, its 

real impacts or even properly understood where and how food is sourced. One example given 

that challenged a common assumption that agriculture was bad for the environment was that 

recent monitoring of CO2 release had shown that a well irrigated peat field of onions released 

less CO2 than adjacent dry grassland. 

 

In his speech Lord De Ramsey announced that he was stepping down as President and that his 

place would be taken by Henry Cator. He was warmly thanked by ADA for his many years of 

service and was presented with a painting by an artist which it is known he admires. Henry 

spoke about how pleased he had been to be invited to take over the role and that he looked 

forward to working with ADA to meet the future challenges of the industry. 
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The AGM that followed gave an update on the work of ADA, noting the likelihood that, despite 

vigorous lobbying, the expectation was that from 1st April 2022 IDBs would no longer be able 

to use red diesel for anything other than heating or to run generators. This will impact on costs 

and will provide challenges to the continued use of agricultural contractors. The passing of the 

Environment Bill was touched upon which will release barriers to the formation of new IDBs 

and will also provide opportunities for IDBs to explore extending their boundaries if it was 

clearly beneficial to do so. Innes Thomason spoke on the work of ADA and the consultations 

ADA had responded to, including proposals to extend beaver introduction and a water 

abstraction licencing charging review amongst other things. Finally, it was reported that the 

ADA Board had agreed to a 1% rise in subscriptions for the 2022/23 year and noted that with 

inflationary pressures a higher increase should be expected next year. 

 

b) Annual Conference 

 

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held on 

Wednesday the 9th November 2022, venue to be decided. 

 

 c) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

 That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association will be held on 

Tuesday the 1st March 2022.     

 

 That the date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7th March 2023. 

 
 

d) Updating IDB Byelaws 

 

Further to minute B.996, ADA has advised that there was an error in the Model Byelaws relating 

to a Penalty Notice which referred to s37 of the Criminal Justice Act 1982, which was actually 

repealed on the 1.12.2020 by the Sentencing Act 2020. Consequently, Defra has amended the 

Penalty Notice attached to the byelaws to include the correct reference. This Penalty Notice is 

not part of the Byelaws and, as such, is a simple correction. There is no requirement either to 

readvertise, or seek Defra approval and the version now uploaded to the website is the corrected 

one.  

 

 

iv) Environment Act 

 

In November 2021, Defra announced that the Environment Act became law. The stated aim of 

this Act is to improve air and water quality, tackle waste, increase recycling, halt the decline of 

species, and improve the natural environment. However, the Act also includes powers (specific 

to IDBs) which amend the Land Drainage Act 1991, addressing the technical issue of missing 

or incomplete data, which is preventing existing internal drainage boards from expanding and 

new ones from being established. Defra have stated that they will be working on the associated 

secondary legislation over the coming year and will be engaging with IDBs through ADA on 

this. 

 

 

 v) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 

 

 That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 will be held at ExCel, London on the 23rd 

and 24th November 2022. 
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vi) Water Resources East (WRE)  
 

Further to minute B.1006(vii), the requested contribution from this Board for the 2021/2022 

financial year is once again £125.00. Contributions from drainage boards within the East of 

England secure a direct stake in WRE and help to ensure their needs and opinions are   taken 

into account. 

 

 

The Board is asked to approve this payment.     

 

Members may wish to note that the draft WRE plan is out for public consultation and that any 

responses to it need to be submitted before the closing date of 28th February 2022. 

Please see the latest WRE news at www.wre.org.uk. 

 

  

 

10. Consulting Engineers’ Report, including Planning and Consenting Matters 

 

 To consider the Report of the Consulting Engineers. 

(Encl 1) 

 

 

 

11. Capital Improvement Programme 

 

 To review and approve the Board’s future capital improvement programme. 

(Copy page 30) 

 

 

 

12. District Superintendent’s Report 

 

 To consider the Report of the District Superintendent. 

              

 

 

 

13. Conservation Officer’s Newsletter and BAP Report 

 

The Clerk to refer to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, previously circulated to Members, 

and to consider the most recent BAP Report. 

(Copy pages 31-41) 

 

 

14. District Superintendent 

 

 a) Record of hours worked 

 

  The Clerk will report that the District Superintendent had worked 85 hours between      

February 2021 and January 2022. 

 

 b) Fee 



7 

 

 

   To give consideration to the District Superintendent’s fee for 2022/2023. 

 

 c) Telephone expenses 

 

  To give consideration to the appropriate reimbursement of telephone expenses incurred 

on the Board’s behalf. 

 

    

 d) Casual Labour 

 

   To give consideration to the use of casual labour that may be required during the year. 

 

 

 

15. State-aided Schemes 

 

To consider whether to undertake further State-aided Schemes and whether any future proposals 

should be included in the forward capital forecasts provided to the Environment Agency.  

 

 

 

16. Environment Agency Precept   

 

 

The Clerk will report that at the Environment Agency Flood defence Committee meeting    

the Committee voted to adopt an indicative 2% increase in the precepts on Internal 

Drainage Boards for the next 6 years commencing from 2022/23, with the ability to 

revisit annually should exceptional circumstances indicate this is required. The 

Committee voted for a 0% increase (for exceptional circumstances) above the 

indicative 2% increase for the year ending 31st March 2023 - total of a 2% increase on 

the level of precept on Internal Drainage Boards for the year ending 31st March 2023. 

 

The precept paid to the Environment Agency for 2021/2022 was £1,796.    

 

 

 

17.     Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 

The Clerk will report that following his submission of claims for contributions the gross sum of 

£1512.17 (£5403.96 less £3891.79 received on account) (inclusive of supervision) has been received 

from the Environment Agency for the financial year 2020/2021 based on the Board’s actual 

expenditure on maintenance work for that financial year and the sum of £3596.98 in respect of 80% 

of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year 2021/2022.     

 
 

 

18. Association of Drainage Authorities Subscriptions 

 

The Clerk will report that ADA has increased subscriptions by 1% for 2022. The rate for 2021 was  

£565.  
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19. Health and Safety  

 

Further to minute B.1055, Ms Parrish will refer to the report received from Cope Safety 

Management following their visit to the District on 24th November 2021, and will report 

thereon. 

      (Copy pages 42-46) 

 

 

 

20. Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2020/2021 

 

a) The Clerk will report that in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations all 

members received a copy of the Annual Accounts for the year ended the 31st March 2021 before 

the 30th June of that year and approved the Accounts for the purposes of the Regulations. 

 

 b) To consider the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return for the year ended on the 

31st March 20201 

(Copy pages 47-51) 

  

 c) To consider the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year ended on the 31st March 

2021. 

 (Copy pages 52-60) 

 

 

21. Annual Accounts of the Board - 2021/2022 

 

The Clerk will report that in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations Internal Drainage 

Boards' accounts are required to be approved by resolution on or before the 30th June of that year. 

 

 

 

22. Defra IDB1 Returns   

 

 The Clerk will refer to the completed IDB1 form for 2020/2021. 

 

(Copy pages 61-70) 

 

 

23. Review of Internal Controls 

 

 To consider the system of Internal Controls. 

 

 

 

24. Risk Management Assessment 

 

 a) To give consideration to the Board's Risk Management Policy. 

 

 

 b) To review the insured value of the Board's buildings. 

(Copy pages 71-72) 
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25. Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities    

 

The Clerk will report that as resolved at its' last meeting, the Board will continue with a limited 

assurance review and not take advantage of the audit exemption available for smaller public bodies 

with income and expenditure less than £25,000. 

 

 

 

26. Exercise of Public Rights 

 

The Clerk to refer to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited 

Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of Conclusion 

of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

 

27. Payments 

 

 The Clerk to report on payments made; 

 

 a) 2020/2021 (1st February 2021 – 31st March 2021) 

 

 b) 2021/2022 (1st April 2021 – 31st December 2021)      

(Copy page 73) 

 

 

28. Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2022/2023 

 

To consider estimates of revenue expenditure and levy and rate requirements in respect of the 

financial year 2022/2023.     

 (Copy pages 74-75) 

 

 

29. Date of Next Meeting 

 

 

 

30. Any Other Business 
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SWAVESEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Swavesey Internal Drainage Board 

hosted at the Middle Level Offices, March on Tuesday the 9th February 2021 

 

PRESENT 

 

  K Wilderspin Esq (Chairman)  W  Handley Esq 

  J E Dodson Esq (Vice Chairman)  Mrs A C Hemington 

  J S Burgess Esq    Miss H Parish 

  Mrs S Dodson     N K Stroude Esq 

 

 Miss Lorna McShane (representing the Clerk to the Board) was in attendance. 

 

 

  Apology for absence 

 

 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Ms A Malyon. 

 

 

  B.1034 Declarations of Interest 

 

 Miss McShane reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter 

included in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

 The Chairman declared an interest in the Superintendent’s Fee and payments. 

 

 The Vice Chairman declared an interest in minute no. B.1038  

 

 Mr Stroude declared an interest in minute no. B.1038. 

 

 

  B.1035 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Board held on the 18th February and 26th June 2020 are 

recorded correctly and that they be confirmed and signed. 

 

 

B.1036 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2019/2020 

 

a) The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return 

for the year ended on the 31st March 2020. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(i) That in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations the minutes record that 

approval of the accounts was given on 26th June 2020. 
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(ii) That the Chairman was authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf 

of the Board, for the financial year ending 31st March 2020. 

 

 b) The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year 

 ended on the 31st March 2020. 

 

 

  B.1037 Appointment of Chairman 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That K Wilderspin Esq be appointed Chairman of the Board. 

 

 

  B.1038 Appointment of Vice Chairman 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That J E Dodson Esq be appointed Vice Chairman of the Board. 

 

 

  B.1039 Election of Members of the Board 

 

 Miss McShane reported that, as the number of candidates for membership of the Board did not 

exceed the number of persons to be elected (seven), the following candidates were elected as 

Members of the Board for a period of three years from the 1st November 2020, viz:- 

 

   BURGESS John Shepherd HEMINGTON Mrs Andrea Clare 

   DODSON James PARISH Miss Hannah 

   DODSON Mrs Shirley STROUDE Neil Kingsley 

WILDERSPIN Keith 

                          

(NB) – Under the provisions of the Land Drainage Act 1991, Councillors Ms A Maylon and W 

Handley are also Members of the Board as the nominees of South Cambridgeshire District Council. 

 

 

 B.1040 Main River Issues 

 

 Further to minute B.998, Miss McShane referred to the correspondence with the Environment 

Agency and reported that the Environment Agency have been chased on a number of occasions in 

relation to the current position regarding modelling of river levels in extreme events.  A meeting had 

been arranged to go through all the information held but this was postponed when face-to-face 

meetings stopped and the Environment Agency’s Brampton office closed to external parties, due to 

COVID-19. 

 

 Contact has recently been made to look to set up a meeting but this may realistically not be until 

early summer/late autumn. 

 

 The Chairman advised that Paul Burrows had stated that there was currently no money allocated 

for any works on the Swavesey river bank.   Representations had been made to the Regional Flood 

and Coastal Committee on this and it was considered that the money required for this work was 

revenue maintenance not capital spend as it was effectively just putting back what had been there 

before.   The Chairman advised the Board that they may be better off looking at the number of houses 
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protected in the future and asking the Environment Agency how many houses are at risk if these 

works are not carried out.   The Chairman advised that the Mere Fen works were being followed up 

and chased by Iain Smith and he would do this once COVID-19 conditions were relaxed. 

 Councillor Handley stated with regard to Phase 2 at Northstowe he would speak to the relevant 

Case Officer and provide a reply to the Chairman.   The Chairman advised that he had written to Paul 

Burrows about Northstowe and 3B and this letter would be forwarded to Iain Smith. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That Iain Smith would contact the Environment Agency about the Mere Fen works and the letter 

from the Chairman about Northstowe. 

 

 

 B.1041 A14 Improvement Scheme 

 

Further to minute B.999, the Chairman advised that these works were now completed and he 

noted from a recent drive over the flyover that there was no water in the balancing ponds. 

 

 B.1042 Proposed Northstowe Development and other developments draining to Uttons 

Drove STW Northstowe and Effluent Discharge to Swavesey Drain 

 

Further to minute 1000(b), as reported earlier, Councillor Handley had agreed to raise this 

matter with the relevant Case Officer at South Cambridgeshire District Council and would reply to 

the Chairman to give an update. 

 

RESOLVED 

         That Councillor Handley would raise this matter with the Planning Case Officer and report back 

to the Chairman with an update. 

 

(NB) - The Vice Chairman and Mr Stroude declared interests as landowners potentially affected by 

the scheme.  

 

 

  B.1043 Outstanding drainage rates  

 

 Further to minute B.1001, Miss McShane reported that this was an outstanding drainage rate 

which related back to 2012 in the sum of £1,770.25.   Bailiffs had attended the premises on several 

occasions but there had been no goods on which to levy distress.   At a previous meeting of the Board, 

the Board had acknowledged that there was difficulty in recovering the outstanding rates and there 

was no further action that could be taken at the present time.   They did not, however, wish that the 

outstanding rates be written off at this stage in case it could be recovered at a future date. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board acknowledge the situation with regard to the outstanding drainage rates but do 

not write off the outstanding rates.  

 

 

  B.1044 Defra Consultation on the rating system 

 Further to minute B.1004, Miss McShane reported that the powers previously set out in the 

former New Rivers Authorities & Land Drainage Bill 2019 to amend the land valuation process for 
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drainage rates and special levies were now contained in the Environment Bill which had also been 

delayed in the legislative process because of the need for Parliamentary time on Brexit legislation. 

 

 

  B.1045 Clerk's Report 

 

 Miss McShane advised:- 

 

i) COVID-19 Actions  

 

          That following the instructions given by government on 23rd March the following list of 

actions have been taken (this list is not exhaustive); 

 

• Arrangements were made for all MLC staff to have the facility to work from home. This included 

access to email, and in most cases full remote access to work computers.    This was implemented 

and fully operational by Wednesday 25th March. 

• MLC operatives continue to attend work but in a more restricted manor following NHS 

guidelines. 

• A skeleton rota to ensure that the office phones are manned has been put in place, post is received 

and processed and letters sent out where necessary. 

• Other temporary arrangements have been implemented to help support the continued operation 

of the office whilst the COVID-19 government restrictions remain in place, this includes allowing 

more flexible hours of work, allowing access to the office as and when required to collect or 

deposit papers making arrangements for the post to be collected and delivered to a safe location 

outside the office. 

• A licence to run video conferencing meeting was obtained and arrangements made to hold 

meetings by telephone and/or video.   Chairmen were contacted at each stage as government 

advice emerged. 

• A policy statement was issued via the MLC website stating the actions the MLC were taking. 

• Consultation with ADA on more or less a daily basis were undertaken in the first few weeks 

encouraging them to take proactive action.   Of value to us (and as called for) ADA have been 

able to secure IDBs ‘Key Worker’ status and have obtained approval from Defra to move to 

web/telephone conference meetings. 

 

 ii) Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

   

  That a fifth Chair’s Meeting was held on the 10th March 2020. 

 

 Topics discussed included health and safety, effective communications with the public, 

the move to electronic agendas, consideration of the level of planning information included in 

reports, planning fees and the work of WRE. 

 

  Planning and Consenting    

 

One of the agreed actions from this Chair’s meeting was that each Board be asked to 

consider the degree of delegation and reporting they require on planning and consenting 

matters.    This was in response to several queries over the extent of detail being reported on 

such matters and the delays in issuing responses due to the number of people being consulted. 

I have outlined several possible options below to assist the Board but of course there are many 

other permutations and it is for the Board to decide which suits its interests best.  

 
a) Remain with the current arrangements. 

 

b) Continue to delegate all commenting on consent applications and relevant 

planning matters to the chairman and in his absence (or where he has an interest) 
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to the Vice Chair. The Chair to have the power to decide if a matter should be 

raised at the board meeting for its consideration where legal timeframes permit 

this.   All matters however to be reported generally more briefly within the Board 

report, ie number of applications responded to and number of consents issued or 

refused.  

 

c) As above but leaving the Clerk with the power to determine the appropriate 

responses to consent applications and planning matters without reference to the 

Chair or Vice Chair. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board wish to remain with the current arrangements which are a combination of a) 

and b). 

 

  That a sixth Chair’s Meeting was held virtually on the 26th November 2020. 

 

Topics discussed included the Middle Level Commissioners’ Chief Executive giving; an 

update on COVID-19 actions and responses, the change of MLC Chairman from Marc Heading 

to Jonathan Brown, updates on the Technical Services Department review (which aims to 

address the delays in responding to planning and consenting matters) and an update on the work 

of WRE. He also advised that Defra had commented positively on the Good Governance Guide 

published by ADA and that on the back of this feedback ADA were currently working on a 

Environmental Good Governance Guide.   It was also noted at this meeting that Agricultural 

and Environmental Bills were passing through Parliament, the later including clauses 

benefitting IDBs, allowing them to expand their boundaries or for entirely new IDBs to be 

created, which was welcomed by the Chairmen as a positive step forward.   Paul Burrows spoke 

on the work of the Environment Agency covering topics such as carbon baselining, national 

strategies, the tactical plans (which are securing much needed grant allocation for the area) and 

the need to continue to grow partnership working.   He also spoke for Brian Stewart, the RFCC 

Chairman, who unfortunately was suffering from a poor broadband connection.   On behalf of 

Brian, he advised that following the re-shaping of the local RFCC, there were two extra EA 

nominated positions available and that in this respect he wanted to propose that an Ex-officio 

seat be created for the incumbent Chair of the Great Ouse branch of ADA.   This is likely to be 

Marc Heading who is expected to take over from Harry Raby in the spring.   The new post will 

inject a direct link to farming which is of course the major business sector covered by this 

RFCC.   The meeting finally turned to the future amalgamation of IDBs which it was generally 

agreed are likely to increase over time as succession planning has to be addressed. 

 

iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

  

         That the 83rd Annual Conference of the Association was held virtually on Wednesday the 

11th November 2020. 

 

The conference this year was held in two distinct and separate parts, with the morning 

session comprising of key speakers and questions and the afternoon the AGM. 

 

Key speakers in the morning were; 

 

David Cooper, Deputy Director for Flood & Coastal Erosion Risk Management Policy (Defra) 

– who first thanked the IDBs for the work they do and then endorsed the efforts being made to 

improve governance through the publication of the ‘Good Governance Guide’ and the work in 
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hand on ‘Good Environmental Governance’. He then went on to speak about the ambitious aims 

of government, the record investment agreed by treasury for the next six year funding cycle and 

the Agriculture Bill that if passed will facilitate the creation of new IDBs and allow existing 

IDBs to expand districts. He finished by stating that the key was to educate people and to work 

together to share good practice. 

 

Chris Stoate, Head of Research (Game & Wildlife Conservation Trust) – who spoke about 

the Allerton Project which was a carefully implemented scheme to directly measure the impacts 

of controlling headwaters using measures such as leaky dams. This work consisted of schemes 

on similar upland sub-catchments where a direct comparison could be made between 

interventions and non-interventions. The results were very promising with downstream peak 

flows being reduced by around a quarter where the most effective measures were installed. 

Chris accepted that there were challenges surrounding maintenance and that the choice of 

natural materials and design was key. He also noted that in the locations chosen any failed leaky 

dam materials would get caught on stream bends well before any risk of being washed 

downstream into urban areas. 

 

Toby Willson, Executive Director of Operations (Environment Agency) – who is soon to 

leave the EA reflected on the target to be carbon neutral in less than a decade and in doing this 

noted that the equivalent carbon release linked to pumping alone from the February event this 

year was equivalent to that of 1200 houses. He went on to point out that the onus in on us to act 

now and that if we fail to do so it will be our children and grandchildren who will face the 

consequences.. He acknowledged the hugely influential role of ADA’s voice in the 

development of national strategies and the work being done in partnership with IDBs to be more 

resilient. He finished by setting out three challenges. 

 

1) To develop true partnerships where all organisations are working unified towards the 

same goals. 

2) To achieve net zero carbon emissions, asking specifically what the IDBs were doing 

towards this? 

3) To develop and implement strategies to attract young people into the industry. 

 

Questions were taken from the floor and were wide ranging from asking why there was so little 

information being shared on the development of ELMs to why it was necessary in one location 

for the EA to undertake an environmental check before removing a dead tree from across a 

watercourse. 

 

A more formal question and answer session ended the morning, the panel being made up from, 

Julia Beeden from Cambridgeshire County Council, Emily Clarke from Anglian Water, John 

Curtin from Environment Agency, David Jenkins from Wessex RFCC, Innes Thompson from 

ADA and David Thomas from the Middle Level Commissioners. When asked a question David 

Thomas, your Clerk, took the opportunity to advise of the importance and value of the work 

being undertaken by WRE and also to point out to Toby Wilson that he absolutely agreed with 

the sentiments of partnership working and also the key aims of the EA but noted that true 

partnership working was a two way street and that there were still areas of policy development 

that ADA were not being involved with sufficiently. Toby accepted that the EA were not perfect 

and that more work needed to be done on this. 

 

The AGM in the afternoon followed the usual format of recording appointments and electing 

office holders. It was noted that Robert Caudwell would be coming to the end of the normal 

Chair’s term of office and that this would be reviewed next year. The formalities over a lively 

question and answer session followed which seemed to work very well and may influence how 

future conferences are arranged. 
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b) Annual Conference 

 

  That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held in 

 London on Wednesday the 10th November 2021. 

 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Clerk be authorised to obtain a ticket for the Annual Conference of the Association for 

any Member who wishes to attend. 

 

c) Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse Branch   

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held 

on Tuesday the 3rd March 2020.     

 

  The meeting format was as per the 2019 Conference with a workshop in the morning and 

the Conference in the afternoon.   Topics covered were control of invasive species, water 

resources, planning and effective communications with the wider public.  

 

    That the date of the next meeting is Tuesday the 2nd March 2021. 

 

 d) Floodex 2021 

 

That Floodex 2021 will be held at The Peterborough Arena on the 7th and 8th April 2021. 

 

 e) ADA response to publication of EFRA Flooding Inquiry Report 

 
 That ADA have responded to the Government EFRA report into the winters flooding, 

which has the headline conclusion that the lack of clear flood-resilience targets is leaving 

England at risk of 'playing catch-up' with climate change.    

 

 Encouragingly, in addition to recognising these challenges, EFRA have also clearly stated 

that in light of ever more frequent and severe storms, there is an urgent need to provide long-

term funding for the maintenance of existing and new flood defences, to match capital 

commitment together with a need to examine the mental health impacts of severe flooding, 

calling for an action plan to address this alongside the economic and physical effects.  

 

 The full EFRA report can be found via the following link; 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmenvfru/170/170.pdf 

 

 

 iv) Vision for the Future of Boards administered by the MLC    

  

 Further to minute B.1006(vii), Miss McShane reported that the general feeling of the 

Boards so far was that they recognised there could be problems with Boards and the need to 

amalgamate possibly 10 years down the road but most seemed happy to continue with their 

current arrangements.  However, this should remain under review and where appropriate 

amalgamations between Boards supported. 

 

 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmenvfru/170/170.pdf


17 

 

 

 

 v) Capital Funding Projects 

   

  That at the spring 2020 budget it was announced by Government that they would provide 

the Environment Agency with a settlement of £5.2billion for capital funding projects over the 

next 6 years, from April 2021 to March 2027, to better protect 336,000 properties.   This 

includes both homes and non-residential properties and presents a significant increase over the 

current 6-year programme. It is noted that the definition of non-residential properties includes 

shops, businesses, industrial sites, schools, hospitals, etc. and the new arrangements also 

facilitate funded improvements to habitat and the environment.  

 

 In response to this the Environment Agency have issued new partnership funding rules 

which go alongside this increased funding programme.  The new rules are considered critical 

to delivering the called for better protection to the target of 336,000 properties, but will also 

allow: 

  

• updated payments which will now account for inflation and be based on new evidence on 

the overall impacts of flooding, such as mental health 

• increased payments for flood protection schemes which also create a range of 

environmental benefits 

• more funding for flood protection schemes which also protect properties that will later 

become at risk of flooding due to climate change 

• a new risk category which will enable schemes that prevent surface water flooding to 

qualify for more funding 

 

 

vi) What is Good Governance 

 

 That Defra have provided a summary of “What is Good Governance?”:- 

 

• Good governance is about the processes for making and implementing decisions. It’s not 

about making ‘correct’ decisions, but about the best possible process for making those 

decisions - and therefore good governance, share several characteristics. All have a 

positive effect on various aspects of Boards including consultation policies and practices, 

meeting procedures, service quality protocols, officers’ conduct, role clarification and 

good working relationships. 

• Boards should implement decisions and follow processes that make the best use of 

the available people, resources and time to ensure the best possible results for their 

community – and try to serve the needs of the entire community while 

balancing competing interests in a timely, appropriate and responsive manner. A 

community’s wellbeing results from all of its members feeling their interests have 

been considered by Boards in the decision-making process. This means that all groups, 

particularly the most vulnerable, should have opportunities to participate in the process. 

• People should be able to follow and understand the decision-making process. This means 

that they will be able to clearly see how and why a decision was made – what 

information, advice and consultation Boards considered, and which legislative 
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requirements (when relevant) Boards followed. This means that decisions are consistent 

with relevant legislation or common law and are within the powers of the Acts.  

• Anyone affected by or interested in a decision should have the opportunity to participate 

in the process for making that decision. This can happen in several ways – 

community members may be provided with information, asked for their opinion, given 

the opportunity to make recommendations or, in some cases, be part of the actual 

decision-making process. 

• Accountability is a fundamental requirement of good governance. Boards have an 

obligation to report, explain and be answerable for the consequences of decisions it has 

made on behalf of the community it represents. 

 

 

vii) Smart Level System/District Wide Telemetry Bid 

 

  That a Local Levy Bid has been submitted that appears to have been successful and will 

offer a contribution of half the cost of installing telemetry at pumping station sites.   This will 

allow early warnings of pump or weedscreen failure and remote operation.   Also, as the bid 

covers all MLC administered IDBs there is scale which will facilitate very competitive rates. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That, as the Board has its own telemetry system, this would not be advantageous to the Board 

but they would still like further information on what is being offered by this current proposal. 

 

 

 viii) Anglia Farmers 

 

 Further to minute B.969(vi), Miss McShane advised that although the running of the remainder 

of the Anglia Farmers electricity contract had continued to be monitored it had been difficult to 

address some of the issues due to the restrictions caused by COVID-19. 

 

 In view of this, the Middle Level Commissioners’ resolved to remain with Anglia Farmers for 

a further contract period post 30th September 2021 and to continue to monitor the performance of 

Anglia Farmers over the new contract period. 

 

 Miss McShane reported that in addition it was proposed that quotes for ‘green energy’ be 

included, with a view to moving over to this form of power supply if the cost differential is marginal.  

Miss McShane further reported that the need to show that IDBs carbon footprint is being actively 

managed over future years is expected to increase with the Environment Agency setting themselves 

the target of being carbon neutral by 2030. 

 

 Miss McShane reported that the Chairman had subsequently agreed for the Board to remain 

with Anglia Farmers. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the actions of the Chairman be approved. 

 

 

 ix) Fens Biosphere 
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 Further to minute B.1006, Miss McShane referred to the leaflet from Cambridgeshire 

Acre. 

 

 

x) Land Registry 

 

 That whilst it is a legal requirement for land occupiers to notify the Board of any change 

of occupation, including releasing contact details for the new occupiers, on many occasions this 

does not occur and time is spent trying to determine who the new occupier is.   When the normal 

avenues fail to deliver any meaningful information we now use our Land Registry account to 

gain details of the current land owner.  The costs of making an application via this method are 

small (currently £6) but obviously this will show up on the Board accounts, hence the need to 

draw this new way of working to the Boards attention. 

 

 

    B.1046 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

 The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers. 

 

Environment Agency/Swavesey IDB/Middle Level Commissioners’ Public Sector Co-

operation Agreement Works 2020 Season 

 

 The end of season debrief/pre-season 2020 meeting was held at the Middle Level Offices in 

January 2020 and attended by representatives from the Environment Agency, Middle Level 

Commissioners and the Swavesey IDB Chairman/District Superintendent.   The previous season’s 

works were discussed and the general consensus was everything had gone to plan and all parties 

involved were happy to deliver a similar programme of works in the 2021 season under the existing 

Public Sector Co-operation Agreement. 

 

Following the meeting the Swavesey IDB Chairman/District Superintendent was able to secure 

the services of a local contractor who had previous working knowledge of the Environment Agency 

watercourses in the Swavesey area. This contractor was able to undertake some small-scale bush 

cutting, hand clearance of watercourses in the centre of Swavesey village together with the pest 

monitoring and control elements of the Public Sector Co-operation Agreement programme. The use 

of this contractor last season provided an extremely useful addition to the works delivery, and 

hopefully his services and working knowledge can be secured for future seasons’ works. 

 

The Middle Level Commissioners, for their part, provided plant and labour for the flail mowing 

and herbicide application (in-channel emergent aquatic weed) throughout the Environment Agency 

controlled watercourses in the Swavesey area. 

 

A contractor was again utilised for self-sown bush trimming, ‘tracked machine flail mowing’ 

along the Church End Drain section, and the weed raking operation.   All works were supervised by 

the Middle Level Commissioners’ Operations Engineer, greatly assisted by the Swavesey IDB 

Chairman/Superintendent, and carried out to Environment Agency specification and protocols.  All 

the works were delivered in a timely manner, before ground conditions deteriorated during the wetter 

winter months. 

 

It is anticipated and hoped a similar programme of works under the Public Sector Co-operation 

Agreement, will continue again into the 2021 season. 

 

All works undertaken with the Public Sector Co-operation Agreement at Swavesey were on a 

fully rechargeable basis to the Environment Agency. 
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Weed Control and Drain Maintenance 

 

The maintenance works carried out last year generally accorded with the recommendations 

approved by the Board at its last Annual Meeting. 

Roundup herbicide treatments were applied (during the early summer, with a follow up 

application during the autumn months) where required within the Board’s district drains to control 

stands of emergent aquatic weed and vegetation growing within the dry and semi-dry drain beds.  

Please refer to the site plan on the following page for treatment locations.  A sum has been included 

within the estimated costs to undertake herbicide applications throughout the district again this year. 

 

The Board’s flail mowing requirements were undertaken by Lattenbury Services Ltd.   At the 

Chairman/District Superintendent’s request, Lattenbury will be approached to undertake the flail 

mowing of Board’s drains again this year.  A sum has been included within the estimated costs to 

cover this work. 

 

After experiencing an exceptionally warm dry summer last season, many of the Board’s drain 

beds dried out.  This reduced pumping requirements and water conveyance for the early part of the 

season.  As emergent weed within the channel beds had already been treated with a Roundup 

application, the watercourses were deemed to have retained their general good condition and no 

apparent machine cleansing was required at this time.  As autumn progressed it finally started to rain 

and this continued to increase throughout the winter.  Maintenance works carried out in previous 

years ensured the system continued to operate efficiently and as intended.    To this end, and with the 

Chairman/District Superintendent’s approval, a late spring/early summer joint inspection of the 

Board’s drains will be undertaken again this year.  The inspection should highlight herbicide 

application requirements, and give an opportunity to forward plan any other works required to 

maintain the Board’s drains to a satisfactory standard. 

 

Provisional sums based on previous year’s machine cleansing expenditure and culvert 

cleansing/ piling works, have been allocated within this report. 
 

 Pumping Station 

 

 The teething troubles with the new web based ultrasonic unit had not reoccurred and the 

pump/controls had worked well over the period. 

 

 The integrity of Corrugated Steel Pipes 

 

 Miss McShane reported that several boards within and adjacent to the Commissioners’ area  

have experienced problems with the sudden deformation and failure of corrugated steel pipes, many 

of which were installed during the 1980s/early 1990s, that have needed urgent action often requiring 

the total replacement of the structure concerned with its unexpected costs.   This can have serious 

complications for a Board when there is a structure failure particularly during high rainfall events.   

Therefore, in order to reduce the risk of failure it is considered appropriate for the Board to investigate 

the integrity of such structures for which they are directly responsible. 

 

 Planning applications 

 The Consulting Engineer’s report set out 18 new development related matters which had been 

received and dealt with since the last meeting. 
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 The Consulting Engineer reported that no further correspondence had been received from the 

applicants or the applicants’ agents concerning the following development and no further action has 

been taken in respect of the Board’s interest:- 

 

• Repair and alterations to the listed building including demolition and replacement of rear 
extensions together with the construction of two new dwellings and associated access at 37 
Market Street, Swavesey – Cardinalis Development Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 199 & 311) 

 

• Residential development comprising 18 market and 12 affordable units plus open space, 
children's play area and landscaping at 18 Boxworth End, Swavesey – Mr & Mrs R Mallidine 
(MLC Ref No 271) and Matthew Homes (MLC Ref No 346)  

 

• Demolition of farm outbuildings and the erection of up to 90 dwellings with public open space, 
landscaping and sustainable drainage system (SuDS) and vehicular access point from 
Boxworth End with all other matters reserved except for means of access on land off Boxworth 
End, Swavesey - Client of L K Group /Gladman Developments Ltd & Burgess (MLC Ref No 
293) & Gladman Developments Ltd & Burgess (MLC Ref No 313)  

 

• Erection of 56 dwellings including new access at field north of Home Close and west of Moat 
Way, on land north of Fen Drayton Road, Swavesey - Laragh Homes Ltd (MLC Ref No 314)  
 

Residential development with associated access, infrastructure and open spaces at land south 

of Fen Drayton Road, Swavesey (MLC Ref Nos. 284, 285, 291, 315, 344, 349,350, 351, 357, 

360, 361, 366 & 379)  

 

 The Consulting Engineer updated the Board on confirmation from the Case Officer that he 

would not release condition 4 and 5 of the planning permission until issues around the installation of 

telemetry had been resolved. 

 

Residential development on land to the rear of 130 Middlewatch, Swavesey (MLC Ref Nos. 

294 & 310) 

 

 The Consulting Engineer had responded to a consultation from South Cambridgeshire District 

Council and would object to the planning application until the Board’s requirements were met, with 

regard to water level and flood risk management systems.   A revised site layout had been submitted 

however it was considered likely that this would still present difficulties for access to the adjacent 

watercourse for routine maintenance machinery.     

 

Potential large-scale development at Slate Hall Farm, Barhill to the north east of the A14 (MLC 

Ref No. 384) 

 

 The Consulting Engineer reported an enquiry had been recently received concerning a large-

scale development at Slate Hall Farm between Northstowe and the A14.    

 

 Northstowe  

 

 Phase 1 

 

 The Consulting Engineer updated the Board on the discharge of the conditions relating to Phase 

1 of the development.    

 

 Phase 2  
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 The Consulting Engineer reported that Stantec had been employed to undertake a review of the 

proposals and discussions with the relevant parties were still continuing. 

 

 Phase 3b 

 

 An outline planning application had been submitted for Phase 3b but so far no discussions on 

the relevant issues in advance of the planning application had taken place. 

 

           The Engineer reported that according to the planning authority website a decision is still 

awaited on Phase 3b 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved. 

 

ii) Weed Control and Drain Maintenance 

 

  That the maintenance works contained in the Report be undertaken. 

 

 

  B.1047 Capital Improvement Programme 

 

 Members considered the Board's future capital improvement programme and noted that the 

pumping station pumping and control equipment replacement were earmarked for the year 2023/2024 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Capital Programme be approved in principle and kept under review. 

 

 

  B.1048 District Superintendent's Report 

 

 The District Superintendent reported that he had nothing further to add to the Consulting 

Engineer’s report on the pumping. 

 

 There had been some difficulties with the telemetry system which the Middle Level 

Commissioners’ Mechanical & Electrical Engineer had attended and it was now working 

satisfactorily. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved. 

 

 

  B.1049 Conservation Officer’s Newsletter and BAP Report 

 

 Miss McShane referred to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, dated December 2020, 

previously circulated to Members.    

 

 Members considered and approved the most recent BAP report. 

 

 

 B.1050 District Superintendent 
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a) Record of hours worked 

 

Miss McShane reported that Mr K Wilderspin had worked 85 hours as District 

Superintendent between February 2020 and January 2021. 

 

 

 

b) Fee 

 

 The Board gave consideration to the District Superintendent’s fee for 2021/2022. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Board agree that the sum of £1,784 be allowed for the services of the District 

 Superintendent for 2021/2022. 

 

 ii) That the Board’s thanks to the District Superintendent for his work over the last 12 months 

be recorded in the minutes. 

 

c) Telephone Expenses 

 

 The Board gave consideration to the appropriate reimbursement of telephone expenses 

incurred on the Board’s behalf. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board agree that the sum of up to £80 be allowed for telephone expenses incurred on 

behalf of the Board by Mr Wilderspin. 

 

 

d) Casual Labour 

 

 The Board gave consideration to the use of casual labour that  may be required during the year. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman and Vice Chairman be authorised to engage such casual labour as they 

consider appropriate up to a limit of £200.  

 

(NB) – Mr Wilderspin declared an interest in all items save d) and left the room when these items 

were discussed. 

 

 The Chairman stated that he thought it was important that the Board should have some 

succession planning for the Board should he retire at a future date.   Following discussions with 

Hannah Parish it had been agreed that she would shadow some of the work done by the Chairman 

and that Ms Parish would work with the Chairman on planning matters and eventually take over some 

of the work which the Chairman does on behalf of the Board.   

  

 It was suggested by the Board that someone other than the Chairman should take ownership of 

cleaning culverts etc and the use of casual labour could be used to do this manual work. 
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  B.1051 State-aided Schemes 

 

 Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the 

District and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the 

Environment Agency.   

  

RESOLVED 

 

 That no proposals be formulated at the present time. 

  B.1052 Environment Agency – Precepts  

 

 Miss McShane reported that the Environment Agency had held the precept for 2021/22 in the 

sum of £1,796 (the precept for 2020/21 being £1,796). 

 

 

  B.1053 Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 

 Miss McShane reported that the sum of £742.11 (£4,658.34 less £3,916.23 paid on account) 

(inclusive of supervision) had been received from the Environment Agency based on the Board’s 

actual expenditure on maintenance work for the financial year 2019/2020 together with the sum of 

£3,891.79 in respect of 80% of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year 2020/2021. 

 

 

  B.1054 Association of Drainage Authorities 

  Subscriptions 

 

 Miss McShane reported that the Clerk had been advised that subscriptions for 2021 will remain 

unchanged at £565.   

 

RESOLVED 

  

 That the requested ADA subscription for 2021 be paid. 

 

 

  B.1055 Health and Safety  

 

 Further to minute B.1019, Ms Parish reported that the next visit by Cope Safety Management 

would be held on Thursday the 11th February 2021. 

 

Miss McShane reminded the Board that it is responsible for ensuring it is compliant with all 

Health and Safety legislation and is adequately insured.  In view of this, all points for action raised 

by its Health and Safety consultant must be implemented so as to avoid the Board’s insurance policy 

from becoming invalid. 

 

 

  B.1056 Special Circumstance Policy on Tendering 

 

 Miss McShane referred to the policy that had been produced and advised Members that there 

had been issues for some IDBs during the COVID-19 pandemic in respect to meeting their normal 

policy on numbers of valid tenders or quotations.  It was intended that this policy would only apply 

in special conditions such as these and that to invoke the policy the Chairman would need to record 

what the special circumstance was before it could be used.   
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board formally adopt this policy. 

 

 

  B.1057 Annual Accounts of the Board – 2020/2021 

 

 Miss McShane reported that in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations, Internal 

Drainage Boards' accounts were required to be approved by resolution on or before 30th June. 

 

   B.1058 Defra IDB1 Returns 

 

 Miss McShane referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2019/2020 which the Board noted and 

approved. 

 

 

 B.1059 Review of Internal Controls 

 

 The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls.  

 

 

 B.1060 Risk Management Assessment 

 

a) The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with their current Risk Management 

Policy. 

 

b) The Board considered and approved the insured value of their buildings and suggested 

that an insurance review should be included in next year’s agenda. 

 

 

B.1061 Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 

 

 Miss McShane reported that as resolved at its' last meeting, the Board will continue with a 

limited assurance review and not take advantage of the audit exemption available for smaller public 

bodies with income and expenditure less than £25,000. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 To continue with a limited assurance review as has been carried out in previous years. 

 

 

B.1062 Exercise of Public Rights 

 

 Miss McShane referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of 

unaudited Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of 

Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

  B.1063 Payments 

 

 The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £3,905.38 which had been made 

during the financial year 2019/2020 (1st February – 31st March 2020) and £24,755.09 made during 

the financial year 2020/2021 (1st April 2020 – 31st December 2021).  
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 Mr Stroude raised a query about the Middle Level Commissioners administrative charges.  The 

Chairman explained that although this seemed expensive for a small Board, it was in fact good value 

for the services provide and if required the expenses could be reviewed at a future date. 

  

(NB) – The Chairman declared an interest in the payment made to K & P J Wilderspin.   

 

 

 

 

B.1064 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2021/2022 

 

 The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage rates 

in respect of the financial year 2021/2022 and were informed by Miss McShane that under the Land 

Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on agricultural 

hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be :- 

 

                                                              Drainage rates         Special levy 

 

  AREA 1  62.42%  37.58% 

  AREA 2  70.25%  29.75% 

  AREA 3   100%                  - 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the estimates be approved. 

 

ii) That a total sum of £19,389 be raised by drainage rates and special levy. 

 

 iii) That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage 

rates and to be met by special levy are £13,091 and £6,298 respectively. 

 

iv) That drainage rates in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the 

District as follows:- 

 

   AREA 1 - 70.0p 

   AREA 2 - 30.0p 

   AREA 3 - 10.0p 

 

 v) That a Special levy of £6,298 be made and issued to South Cambridgeshire District 

Council for the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

vi) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special levies and 

to the special levy referred to in resolution (v). 

 

 vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levy by such statutory powers 

as may be available. 

 

 

  B.1065 Display of rate notice 

 

RESOLVED 

 



27 

 

 That notice of the rate be affixed within the District in accordance with Section 48(3)(a) of the 

Land Drainage Act 1991. 

 

 

B.1066 Date of next Meeting 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the next Meeting of the Board be held on Tuesday the 8th February 2022. 

 

   B.1067 Cambridgeshire District Council 

 The Clerk reported that Cambridgeshire District Council had appointed a new drainage engineer 

and it was suggested that it would be useful if consideration could be given by South Cambridgeshire 

District Council for the Council to be a member of ADA. 

 

 

   B.1068 Northstowe 

 

 The Chairman reported that he had received an update on the Northstowe development.   It was 

proposed that the work on the development should start next week however the properties cannot be 

occupied unless the authority agree a timescale for the occupation of the properties.   The Case Officer 

was liaising with the Developer and any change to this arrangement would need to be reported to the 

Planning Committee and full Council. 
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SWAVESEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Members of the Swavesey Internal Drainage Board 

hosted at the Middle Level Offices, March on Friday the 25th June 2021 

 

PRESENT 

 

  K Wilderspin Esq (Chairman)  W  Handley Esq 

  J E Dodson Esq (Vice Chairman)  Mrs A C Hemington 

  J S Burgess Esq    Miss H Parish 

  Mrs S Dodson     N K Stroude Esq 

 

 Miss Lorna McShane (representing the Clerk to the Board) was in attendance. 

 

 

  Apology for absence 

 

 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Ms A Malyon. 

 

 

  B.1069 Standing Orders 

 

 Further to minute B.1030, Miss McShane reported that ADA have obtained agreement from 

Defra for the flexibility which allowed the Board to choose how they wished to hold Board meetings 

during the pandemic to become permanent.  This change will allow remote attendance or fully virtual 

meetings to take place in future should that best meet the Board’s particular requirements at that time.  
 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Board adopt the revised Standing Orders. 

 

 

  B.1070 Annual Governance Statement – 2020/2021 

 

 Members considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on the 

31st March 2021. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the 

Board, for the financial year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

  B.1071 Annual Accounts of the Board – 2020/2021 

 

Members considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2021 as required in the Audit Regulations. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Return, on behalf of the Board, for the financial 

year ending 31st March 2021. 
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  B.1072 Date of next Meeting 

 

 The Chairman reminded Members that the next Meeting of the Board will be held on Tuesday 

the 8th February 2022 at the Memorial Hall, High Street, Swavesey at 2.30pm. 
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Swavesey Internal Drainage Board              

Capital Improvement Programme (2022/2023) PREVI
OUS 

YEARS 

2022/2
3 

2023
/24 

202
4/25 

2025
/26 

2026
/27 

2027
/28 

2028/
29 

2029
/30 

203
0/31 

2031/
32 

FUT
URE 
YEA
RS 

ALL 
YEARS 

  Pre Yr 
0 

Year 1 Year 
2 

Year 
3 

Year 
4 

Year 
5 

Year 
6 

Year 
7 

Year 
8 

Year 
9 

Year 
10 

Post 
Year 
10 

Total 
Expendi

ture 

Long 
Causeway 
P/S 

Pumping station replacement 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 750.
0 

750.0 

 Pumping station pumping and control 
equipment replacement 

0 40 0.0 0.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 60.0 

 Pumping station automatic weedscreen 
cleaning equipmet 

0 0 0.0 0.0 30.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 30.0 

 Pumping station Control building 
refurbishment/replacement 

0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 Pumping station compound/surrounds 
improvements 

0 0 0.0 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.0 

               

               
Drainage Channels              

               

 Refurbishment of inlets/outfalls 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

               

               
  0 40 0 5 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 750 845 
               

Jan-22 Updated to engineers asset appraisal              
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SWAVESEY IDB    

INSURED VALUE OF FIXED ASSETS   

     
PUMPING STATIONS    

   As At  

   31st March 
2022 

 

     

  High Causeway Pumping Station 513,000.00  

     

   513,000.00  

     

     

Engineer to revalue PS and put to the Board in 2022  
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Stantec - Professional fees in respect of Northstowe Phase 2 southern access road, 3,360.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Repair hydraulic hoses (Account from NL Hydraulics) 517.33

Middle Level Commissioners - Supply filter cartridge (Account from Ovivo) 39.05

Association of Drainage Authorities - Subscription 2021 678.00

Rates refund - Mrs C D Warboys 70.67

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 226.80

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Production of Board Report, planning and development applications) 1,019.10

K & P J Wilderspin - Supervisors fee (2020/2021) 2,236.80

Middle Level Commissioners - Health and Safety re-charges for 2020-2021 240.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 286.20

8,673.95

Middle Level Commissioners - Telemetry charges 97.68

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Weed control and drain maintenance 2020/2021, production of board  

 report, planning and development applications) 2,460.30

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages, telephone charges, stationery

 and Health and Safety contract 3,162.98

Middle Level Commissioners - Replacement of faulty relay in pump control panel 196.44

Environment Agency - Precept 898.20

Middle Level Commissioners - Preparation of highland water claims 363.32

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 291.00

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Preparation of asset survey, correspondence with Chairman concerning

 flooded properties over Christmas, planning and development applications)  1,192.21

Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of insurances 561.01

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone charges 2,133.28

Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 291.00

PKF Littlejohn LLP - Audit fee (2020/2021 accounts) 240.00

Information Commissioner - Data Protection Registration renewal 40.00

Environment Agency - Precept 898.19

Anglia Farmers Ltd - Electricity supply to High Causeway pumping station 2,736.62

15,562.23

(NB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax)

Swavesey Internal Drainage Board 

Payments made 2020/2021 (1st February 2021 - 31st March 2021)

Payments made 2021/2022 (1st April 2021 - 31st January 2022)
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Swavesey Internal Drainage Board 

 

Rate and levy requirements 

 

 Under Section 37 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, the appropriate proportions in which the net 

expenditure of the Board must be borne for 2022/2023 is:- 

 

AREA 1 

 

 a) Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector – 62.42% 

 b) Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to South Cambridgeshire District Council – 

37.58%. 

 

 The product of a rate of £1 in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £10,953. 

 

AREA 2 

 

 a) Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector – 70.25% 

 b) Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to South Cambridgeshire District Council – 

29.75% 

 

 The product of a rate of £1 in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £5,676. 

 

AREA 3 

 

 

 All of the net expenditure must be borne by the Agricultural Sector. 

 

 The product of a rate of £1 in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £2,072. 

______________________________________ 

 

 The product of a rate of £1 in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £18,701. 

 

 A rate of £1 together with corresponding Special levy will raise £27,698. 

 

EXPENDITURE 

 

 Estimated revenue cash balance in hand on 31st March 2022 £43,000. 

 

 The estimated net expenditure for the Boards Revenue and Capital Programmes in 2022/2023 

is £23,266, is equivalent to:- 

 

 a) a rate in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings of  84.00p and 

 

 b) a Special levy on South Cambridgeshire District Council of £7,557. 

 

 The full rate raised in 2021/2022 was 70.00p in the £ and a Special levy of £6,298 was issued 

to South Cambridgeshire District Council to raise £19,389 against estimated expenditure of £23,266. 

 

D C THOMAS 

Clerk to the Board 

January 2022 

 


