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BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

 
Telephone: DD (01354) 602003                                                                    Middle Level Offices 

                                                                                                         85 Whittlesey Road 

E-mail: enquiries@middlelevel.gov.uk                MARCH 

             www.middlelevel.gov.uk                                                                                  Cambs 

              PE15 0AH 

 

 

 

16th December 2021 

 

 

 

Gentlemen, 

 

Meeting of the Board - 7th January 2022 
 

I enclose the Agenda for the Meeting of the Board to be held at Hanson’s, Bluntisham at 10.30 am 

on Friday 7th January 2022. 

 

Please telephone or e-mail to confirm whether or not you will be attending the meeting as soon as 

possible. 

 

Yours truly 

 

 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Chairman and the Members of the Bluntisham Internal Drainage Board 
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A G E N D A 
 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

 

 

 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

 Members to declare any interests relating to the Agenda. 

 

 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

 

 To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 4th June 2021. 

(Copy pages 9-16) 

 

 

4. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

    

 

 

5. Maintenance works in the District 

 

 Further to minute B.802, the Chairman to report. 

 

 

 

6. Hanson – Progress Report 

 

 To receive Hanson’s Progress Report. 

 

 

 

7. Ouse Washes Section 10 Reservoir Middle Level and South Level Barrier Bank works 

 

Further to minute B.803, the Clerk will refer to the Newsletter from the Environment Agency 

dated December 2021. 

(Copy pages 17-18) 

 

 

 

8. Clerk's Report 

 

 The Clerk advises:- 

 

i) COVID-19 Actions 

 

That due to the risk of COVID-19 mutations appropriate measures are being put in place, 

revised and reviewed as per government advice and using activity-based risk assessments. 
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 ii)      Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

 That a seventh Chair’s Meeting was held on the 2nd November 2021. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key 

points and resolutions follows; 

 

a) The MLC Chair introduced the meeting and took the opportunity to warn those present 

that government were pushing for land in this area to be set aside to mitigate the impacts of 

climate change. In this respect there was concern that the data underpinning this move was 

out-of-date and inadequate and that there was a risk that no proper account would be taken of 

the storage effects of the land as it is currently managed compared to how it might react if 

managed as wetland. 

 

b) To better fit in with the farming calendar the annual safety audits carried out by Cope 

are to be moved to January and February. In response to a question from the floor, Chairs 

were advised that it is ultimately the Board and not the MLC’s responsibility to manage safety 

at Board owned assets, although the MLC will assist where they can. 

 

c) Chairs considered that it was considered important that IDBs and the MLC have a 

policy on climate change. It was felt likely that this will become increasingly important as 

pressure mounts for action to be taken. In this respect the Clerk advised that the MLC 

intended to carry out a baseline assessment of its carbon footprint which would then be used 

to underpin plans for reductions in CO2 release and for mitigation. This model would be 

made available to those IDBs which wished to follow a similar path. Once what could be 

reasonably achieved has been defined a policy to steer implementation would be produced. 

Obviously, the aim will be to achieve net zero or as close to it as can be realistically and 

practically be achieved. 

 

d) The Chief Executive outlined the work of WRE, including the regional reconciliation of 

water supply just carried out, the proposals for two new reservoirs (one in Lincolnshire and 

one in Cambridgeshire) and the future plans for water security providing a 1 in 500 year level 

of drought tolerance for potable water supply. On this latter point he advised that he had been 

pushing hard for the needs of agriculture to be taken into account, noting that wet farming and 

environmental targets for farming would require extra water in this region. Also, he 

considered that separating agricultural need from environmental need was an error and failed 

to recognise the close tie between the two.  

 

e) It was reported that it seemed increasingly likely that despite lobbying MPs and Defra it 

will be the case from the 1st April 2022 that IDB’s will lose access to red diesel for anything 

other than powering generators and for heating. This will increase costs and will present 

problems with the use of contractors who also work for agriculture which will have an 

exemption, hence can continue to use red diesel in plant. 

 

f) On member training it was agreed that the MLC would set up a Zoom type seminar 

running several of the ADA video training sessions back-to-back. All members of all MLC 

administered IDBs would be invited and attendance will be recorded. This was seen as the 

most efficient way of delivering the training that Defra expects members to have undertaken. 

 

g) For the next round of IDB meetings, the MLC website secure pages will be used for 

Board meeting documents. Members will be sent links to the appropriate webpage with a 

password. The documents can then be downloaded whenever it is convenient to do so.  
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MEMBERS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO FOLLOW THIS ROUTE RATHER THAN 

REQUIRE PAPER COPIES OF DOCUMENTS. In exceptional circumstances – for 

example for those members without email addresses - a paper copy of the relevant documents 

can still be printed off, bound and sent out.  The use of the Microsoft Teams software is also 

to be explored for future years. 

 

h) GDPR was discussed and it was resolved that for internal matters, or where working 

with partner organisations all email addresses will be visible to allow members to see who has 

knowledge of the matter under discussion.  All external communications will normally be 

blind copied unless there is a need to show the address or the address is already known (for 

example when a member is passing on a query he or she has received themselves). It was also 

agreed that the website could continue to show names and primary contact numbers as long as 

addresses were not identified.  

 

 

iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

  

That the 84th Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday 10th November 

2021. 

 

The Conference was once again held virtually and was split into two parts; the Conference in 

the morning and AGM in the afternoon. It is expected that, whilst in future years it is hoped to 

return to a face-to-face format, the clear separation between conference and AGM is likely to 

be retained. 

 

Speakers this year included Rebecca Row MP (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State – 

Defra), Dieter Helm (economist) and Lord De Ramsey (then President of ADA). 

 

Topics covered included the challenges of climate change and the need to step up to the plate 

in delivering on the aim to achieve a net zero target as soon as possible, the importance of 

partnership working and the importance of agriculture in feeding the nation. The latter 

included the need to better educate the population, who clearly desire to move forward on 

delivering climate change and ecological objectives, but do not fully appreciate the role of 

agriculture, its real impacts or even properly understood where and how food is sourced. One 

example given that challenged a common assumption that agriculture was bad for the 

environment was that recent monitoring of CO2 release had shown that a well irrigated peat 

field of onions released less CO2 than adjacent dry grassland. 

 

In his speech Lord De Ramsey announced that he was stepping down as President and that his 

place would be taken by Henry Cator. He was warmly thanked by ADA for his many years of 

service and was presented with a painting by an artist which it is known he admires. Henry 

spoke about how pleased he had been to be invited to take over the role and that he looked 

forward to working with ADA to meet the future challenges of the industry. 

 

The AGM that followed gave an update on the work of ADA, noting the likelihood that, 

despite vigorous lobbying, the expectation was that from 1st April 2022 IDBs would no 

longer be able to use red diesel for anything other than heating or to run generators. This will 

impact on costs and will provide challenges to the continued use of agricultural contractors. 

The passing of the Environment Bill was touched upon which will release barriers to the 

formation of new IDBs and will also provide opportunities for IDBs to explore extending 

their boundaries if it was clearly beneficial to do so. Innes Thomason spoke on the work of 

ADA and the consultations ADA had responded to, including proposals to extend beaver 
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introduction and a water abstraction licencing charging review amongst other things. Finally, 

it was reported that the ADA Board had agreed to a 1% rise in subscriptions for the 2022/23 

year and noted that with inflationary pressures a higher increase should be expected next year. 

 

b) Annual Conference 

 

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held on 

Wednesday the 9th November 2022, venue to be decided. 

 

 c) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

 That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association will be held 

on Tuesday 1st March 2022. 
  

d) Updating IDB Byelaws 

 

Further to minute B.716, ADA has advised that there was an error in the Model Byelaws 

relating to a Penalty Notice which referred to s37 of the Criminal Justice Act 1982, which was 

actually repealed on the 1st December 2020 by the Sentencing Act 2020.  Consequently, Defra 

has amended the Penalty Notice attached to the byelaws to include the correct reference. This 

Penalty Notice is not part of the Byelaws and hence is a simple correction. There is no 

requirement either to readvertise or seek Defra approval and the version now uploaded to the 

website is the corrected one.  

 

 

iv) Environment Act 

 

In November 2021 Defra announced that the Environment Act became law. The stated aim of 

this Act is to improve air and water quality, tackle waste, increase recycling, halt the decline 

of species, and improve the natural environment. However, the Act also includes powers 

(specific to IDBs) which amend the Land Drainage Act 1991, addressing the technical issue 

of missing or incomplete data, which is preventing existing internal drainage boards from 

expanding and new ones from being established. Defra have stated that they will be working 

on the associated secondary legislation over the coming year and will be engaging with IDBs 

through ADA on this. 

 
 

 vi) Smart Level System/District Wide Telemetry Bid 

 

 Further to minute B.804(ii), the Clerk to report. 

 

 

 vii) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 

 

 That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 will be held at ExCel, London on the 23rd 

and 24th November 2022. 

 

   

viii) Water Resources East (WRE)  
 

Further to minute B.804(vi), the Clerk will report that the requested contribution from this 

Board for 2021/2022 financial year is, once again, £125.  Contributions from drainage boards 

within the East of England secure a direct stake in WRE and help to ensure their needs and 

opinions are taken into account. 
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9. Consulting Engineers’ Report, including Planning and Consenting matters 

 

 To consider the Report of the Consulting Engineers 

(Encl 1) 

 

 

10. Capital Improvement Programme 

 

 To review and approve the Board’s future Capital Improvement Programme. 

(Copy page 19) 

 

 

11. Conservation Officer’s Newsletter  

 

The Clerk to refer to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, previously circulated to 

members. 

 

 

 

12. State-aided Schemes 

 

To consider whether to undertake further State-aided Schemes and whether any future 

proposals should be included in the forward capital forecasts provided to the Environment 

Agency. 

 

 

 

 

13.    Claims for Highland Water Contribution – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991  

 

 

 The Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

 

14.     Environment Agency – Precept  

 

             The  The Clerk to report  

 

 

 

 

15. Association of Drainage Authorities 

 Subscriptions  

 

The Clerk will report that ADA has increased subscriptions by 1% for 2022. 
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16. Health and Safety  

 

 a) Further to minute B.810, the Vice Chairman will refer to the report received from Cope 

Safety Management following their visit to the District on 8th October 2021 and will report 

thereon. 

 (Copy pages 20-23) 

  

 

17. Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2020/2021 

  

 a) To consider the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return for the year ended on 

 the 31st March 2021. 

(Copy pages 24-28) 

 

 b) To consider the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year ended on the 31st 

March 2021. 

(Copy pages 29-37) 

 

 

18. Defra IDB1 Returns 

 

 The Clerk to refer to the completed IDB1 form for 2020/2021 

(Copy pages 38-47) 

 

 

19. Review of Internal Controls 

 

To consider the system of Internal Controls. 

 

 

 

20. Risk Management Assessment 

 

a) To give consideration to the Board's Risk Management Policy. 

 

 b) To review the insured value of the Board's buildings. 

(Copy page 48) 

 

 

 

21. Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities     
 

The Clerk will report that, as resolved at its last meeting, the Board will continue with a 

limited assurance review and not take advantage of the audit exemption available for smaller 

public bodies with income and expenditure less than £25,000. 

 

 

 

22. Exercise of Public Rights 

 

The Clerk to refer to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of 

unaudited Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the 

Notice of Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 



8 

23. Payments to 30th November 2021     
 The Clerk to report on payments made to 30th November 2021.  

 (Copy page 49) 

 

 

24. Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2022/2023  

 

    
To consider estimates of revenue expenditure and levy and rate requirements in respect of the 

financial year 2022/2023. 

(Copy pages 50-51) 

 

 

25. Date of Next Meeting 

 

The Clerk will remind members that the next meeting of the Board will be held on Friday 10th 

June at 10:30am. 

 

  

 

26. Any Other Business 
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BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Bluntisham Internal Drainage Board 

held at Hanson’s, Needingworth Quarry on Friday the 4th June 2021 

 

PRESENT 

       

   P D Burton Esq (Chairman)  P Burgess Esq 

J R Anderson Esq (Vice Chairman) A L G Holloway Esq 

J Neish Esq 

    

 The Clerk to the Board was in attendance.  

 

 

  Apologies for absence 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from C Hudson Esq and H Law Esq. 

 

 

  B.798 Standing Orders 

 

 Further to minute B.759, the Clerk reported that ADA have obtained agreement from Defra 

for the flexibility which allowed the Board to choose how they wished to hold Board meetings 

during the pandemic to become permanent.  This change will allow remote attendance or fully 

virtual meetings to take place in future should that best meet the Board’s particular requirements at 

that time.  
 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Board adopt the revised Standing Orders. 

 

 

  B.799 Declarations of Interest 

 

 The Clerk reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter 

included in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board.    

 

 The Chairman declared an interest in any matter in which Lattenbury Farms were involved.    

  

  Mr Neish declared an interest in all planning matters as a member of Huntingdonshire District 

Council. 

 

 

  B.800 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 8th January 2021 are recorded 

correctly and that they be confirmed and signed. 
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  B.801 Board Membership 

 

 Further to minute B.772, the Clerk reported that Mr Paul Burgess had accepted the invitation 

to become a Member of the Board. 

______________ 

 

 The Chairman welcomed Mr Burgess to his first meeting of the Board. 

 

 

  B.802 Maintenance works in the District 

 

 Further to minute B.774, the Chairman reported that all works had been completed last year in 

line with the budget and that approximately half of this years’ budget works had also been 

completed. 

 

 It was reported that several complaints had been received in relation to a footpath in the 

Coldhams Lane area where dredged material placed on the bankside had resulted in the use of the 

footpath being challenging.   The cause of this relates to the historical planting of a hedge within the 

byelaw strip, which is particularly now an issue due to its height.   The cost of removing the 

dredged material from the footpath was likely to be very costly. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Clerk write to Messrs Hudson and Law asking to reduce the height of the hedge to be 

such that the machine working in the area can deposit material over the hedge to the far side of it 

reducing the impact on the footpath. 

 

  

  B.803 Ouse Washes Section 10 Reservoir Inspection Middle Level and South Level  

  Barrier Bank Works 

 

 Further to minute B.776, the Clerk referred to the Newsletter from the Environment Agency 

dated March 2021. 

 

 The Clerk summarised progress on this scheme, including the challenges associated with the 

banks redesign and the damage caused to it as a result of the winter floods. 

 

  B.804 Clerk’s Report 

 

 The Clerk advised:-  

 

 i) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

 a) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held 

virtually on Tuesday the 2nd March 2021.     

 

  Matters covered were that there was a change in Chairman with Harry Raby stepping 

down and Marc Heading taking his place.   Councillor Doug McMurdo takes on the role of 

Vice Chairman.   This maintains the balance of having upland and lowland members in key 

roles and also balances council and agricultural ratepayers’ interests.   John Heading was 

appointed for another three years on the ADA Board as branch representative.   Robert 
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Caudwell gave on update on ADA matters focusing in on progress of the agriculture bill 

through parliament and the lowland peat initiative which he considers must not negatively 

impact on livelihoods and the need to produce food for the nation. Next to speak was Brian 

Stewart who was seeking support for his initiative to create an Ex-Officio post on the FRCC 

for the sitting Chairman of the Great Ouse branch of ADA (EA nominated post). This was 

supported unanimously and Marc Heading will take up this new role with immediate effect. 

 

Claire Jouvray and Paul Burrows gave updates on the revenue funding position, which 

was quite healthy with sources of money found to deliver what had been targeted and on the 

long-term strategy for the area including the tactical plans which are set to make access to 

grant in aid smoother than it might otherwise be.   A warning was raised that funding may get 

squeezed as time passes and the financial impact of COVID-19 gets addressed.  

 

              Approximately 30 people attended this virtual meeting, which should return to its 

normal format at Prickwillow Hall next year. 

 

                    That the date of the next meeting is Tuesday the 1st March 2022. 

  

 b) ADA response to publication of EFRA Flooding Inquiry Report 

 
 That ADA have responded to the Government EFRA report into the winters flooding, 

which has the headline conclusion that the lack of clear flood-resilience targets is leaving 

England at risk of 'playing catch-up' with climate change. 

 

 Encouragingly, in addition to recognising these challenges, EFRA have also clearly 

stated that in light of ever more frequent and severe storms, there is an urgent need to provide 

long-term funding for the maintenance of existing and new flood defences, to match capital 

commitment together with a need to examine the mental health impacts of severe flooding, 

calling for an action plan to address this alongside the economic and physical effects.  

 

 ADA’s response is attached and the full EFRA report can be found via the following 

link; https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmenvfru/170/170.pdf 

 

 

 ii) Smart Level System/District Wide Telemetry Bid 

 

 Further to minute B.777(vii), that a Local Levy Bid had been submitted that appears to 

have been successful and will offer a contribution of half the cost of installing telemetry at 

pumping station sites.   This will allow early warnings of pump or weedscreen failure and 

remote operation.  Also, as the bid covers all MLC administered IDBs there is scale which 

will facilitate very competitive rates. 

 

 When looking at the cost of telemetry there will be a number of factors that will impact 

upon cost. We have asked Xylem to put together a table that should cover the upper and lower 

bounds of all IDB pumping stations (see below). Prior to placing an order a site survey will be 

undertaken, average cost for this is expected to be in the region of £200. Xylem will then 

assess what if any control panel modifications will be required to allow telemetry. The other 

defining factor will be whether there is to be an additional requirement for remote control of 

the station pumps and set points. The table covers this range.  

 

 The costing bands are: 

 

 

 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmenvfru/170/170.pdf
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Low £2000 - £5,000 Minor panel modifications are required, signals are present 

but need work to the panel to present or make these available 

to telemetry. 

Medium £5,001 - £24,999 Signals are not present to enable telemetry and panel 

modifications are quite intensive to bring the panel to a point 

where a telemetry unit can be installed. 

High £25,000 + Signals are not present and the panel requires major 

modifications to give the required signals. Should this option 

be required it is anticipated that consideration first should be 

given to replacement of the control panel which would bring 

more value and longevity. Signals for telemetry could be 

more easily accommodated in a new panel.  

 

Note all above figures are gross and if the Board resolves to go ahead as part of the Grant 

funded scheme currently on offer will be discounted 50%. 

 

Note: The telemetry access will be cloud based, increasing the flexibility in access at the 

appropriate level for staff and District Officers. 

 

  Members discussed the potential merits of having telemetry, which was supported by 

the Chairman who had experience of telemetry in the equipment and plant operations his 

business operates.   It was considered that the need warranted further discussion but that it 

was worthy of further investigation. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

To place this matter on the next agenda and in the meantime get Xylem to survey the station 

and provide a quotation. 

 

 iii) Anglia Farmers 

 

   Further to minute B.693, the Clerk advised that although the running of the remainder 

of the Anglia Farmers electricity contract has continued to be monitored it has been difficult 

to address some of the issues due to the restrictions caused by COVID-19. 

 

  In view of this, the Middle Level Commissioners’ resolved to remain with Anglia 

Farmers for a further contract period post 30th September 2021 and to continue to monitor the 

performance of Anglia Farmers over the new contract period. 

 

  The Clerk reported that in addition it was proposed that quotes for ‘green energy’ be 

included, with a view to moving over to this form of power supply if the cost differential is 

marginal.   The Clerk further reported that the need to show that IDBs carbon footprint is 

being actively managed over future years is expected to increase with the Environment 

Agency setting themselves the target of being carbon neutral by 2030. 

 

  The Clerk reported that the Chairman had subsequently agreed for the Board to remain 

with Anglia Farmers. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman’s actions be approved. 

 

 

iv) Land Registry 
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 That whilst it is a legal requirement for land occupiers to notify the Board of any change 

of occupation, including releasing contact details for the new occupiers, on many occasions 

this does not occur and time is spent trying to determine who the new occupier is.   When the 

normal avenues fail to deliver any meaningful information we now use our Land Registry 

account to gain details of the current land owner.  The costs of making an application via this 

method are small (currently £6) but obviously this will show up on the Board accounts, hence 

the need to draw this new way of working to the Boards attention. 

 

 

 v) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2021 

 

  That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2021 will be held at ExCel, London on the 

9th and 10th November 2021. 

 

 

vi) Water Resources East (WRE) 

 

 Further to minute B.740(iv), the Clerk reported that WRE have had a productive and 

fruitful year despite COVID and have managed to lever many millions of funding for studies 

and initiatives which in the long term should benefit this area by recognising the importance 

of agriculture to the water resource supply chain and by seeking ways to integrate water 

resources, flood risk management and environmental objective delivery together.    For the 

2020/2021 year (should the Board continue to wish to support the work of WRE and 

contribute accordingly) the calculated figure will be £125.00.    Please note that ADA have 

developed a new band based charging structure, hence the change from the previous year’s 

figure. 

 

 The Clerk outlined the recent work of WRE on water trading and the ongoing 

discussions in relation to the location of the proposed reservoir in the lower Ouse catchment.   

He also pointed to the value of IDBs providing a voice for agricultural need for water for 

crops, so that the plan developed for the area incorporated requirement to deliver on this need.   

Members recognised the importance of this and were content to continue to contribute to 

ADA having a seat on WRE. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board approve the requested annual contribution of £125.00. 

 

 

  B.805 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

 The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers. 

 

 The Clerk took Members through some key sections of the report highlighting the 

Mechanical and Electrical Engineers’ observations in respect to the number of hours which the 

pump had recorded.   The Chairman noted that the pump was currently operating satisfactorily, but 

acknowledged that there will come a time when it fails.   The Clerk outlined the options open to the 

Board and referenced the FRM for the Fens ‘hold the line’ assessment on what funding could 

potentially be available. 

 

 

RESOLVED 
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 i) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved. 

 

 ii) To add an amount within PAFS for the replacement of the pump within this 6 year 

funding cycle and for further consideration to be given to its’ replacement at future meetings 

before making a final decision on instructing the Middle Level Commissioners to prepare a 

business case submission (estimated cost £6-10k). 

. 

 

   B.806 Pumping Station duties 

 

 The Board gave consideration to the payment in respect of pumping station duties for 

2021/2022. 

 

 After discussion, Members decided that they considered the current rates did not require 

adjusting.   They would however review this position if approached and requested to do. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board agree that the sum of £1,545.00 be allowed for the provision of pumping 

station duties for 2021/2022. 

 

 

  B.807 Conservation Officer’s BAP Report 

 

 Members considered and approved the most recent BAP report. 

 

The Clerk drew attention to the section of the Conservation Officer’s report referring to the 

presence of Giant Hogweed in one of the Board’s maintained watercourses.   The Vice Chairman 

advised that this had been treated last year and that he would undertake a check to ensure that it was 

no longer present and that if it was then further treatments would be applied. 

 

 

  B.808 Environment Agency – Precept 

 

 The Clerk reported that the Environment Agency had issued the precept for 2021/2022 in the 

sum of £1,897.00 (the precept for 2020/2021 being £1,897.00). 

 

 Members noted the position and that the precept had been held at the same rate as the previous 

year. 

 

 

  B.809 State-aided Schemes 

 

 Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the 

District and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the 

Environment Agency.    

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That no proposals be formulated at the present time, but to add an amount within PAFS for 

the replacement of the pump within this 6 year funding cycle and for further consideration to be 

given to its’ replacement at future meetings before making a final decision on instructing the 

Middle Level Commissioners to prepare a business case submission (estimated cost £6-10k). 
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  B.810 Health and Safety 

 

 Further to minute B.747, the Vice Chairman advised that two quotations for fencing and a 

gate for the weedscreen area had been obtained.   

  

RESOLVED 

 

 To place an order with the lowest tenderer (Fen Fencing) in the sum of £1,223.00 

 

(NB) – The Chairman declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussions. 

 

 

  B.811 Budgeting 

 

 The Clerk referred to the budget comparison of the forecast out-turn and the actual out-turn 

for the financial year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

  B.812 Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities and appointment of Internal Auditor 

 

The Clerk reported that, as resolved at its last meeting, the Board will continue with a limited 

assurance review and not take advantage of the audit exemption available for smaller public bodies 

with income and expenditure less than £25,000. 

 

 The Clerk advised that their Internal Auditor, Whiting & Partners, were in the third year of a 

three year contract and that normally we would be tendering for this work at this stage.   However, 

with COVID-19 the Middle Level Commissioners had approached Whiting & Partners and asked if 

they would be prepared to continue into a fourth year on the same terms.   They had agreed.   It was 

also being proposed that going forward auditors be invited to tender for a five-year term, the 

principle being that this gave both parties certainty over a longer period.   For the Boards this meant 

that the investment in time in getting a new auditor up to speed represented better value. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) To continue with a limited assurance review as has been carried out in previous years. 

 

 ii) That the Board approve the one-year extension of the appointment of Whiting & 

Partners as Internal Auditor and to support the proposal for a five year contract to be tendered 

thereafter. 

 

 

  B.813 Exercise of Public Rights 

 

 The Clerk referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of 

unaudited Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of 

Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

 

  B.814 Annual Governance Statement – 2020/2021 

 

 The Board considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on 

the 31st March 2021. 
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RESOLVED  

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the 

Board, for the financial year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

  B.815 Payments 

 

 The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £12,272.21 which had been 

made during the financial year 2020/2021. 

 

 A query was raised in relation to payments made to D M Green & Sons as the dates relating 

the payments suggested a gap of 3 months (ie the first payment covering 1st January 2019 to and 

December 2019 and the second from 1st April 2020 until 31st March 2021).    

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Clerk check if there is an error in the list of payments and, if so, for what is correct 

to be reported back to the Board. 

 

 

  B.816 Annual Accounts of the Board – 2020/2021 

 

 The Board considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the 

year ended on the 31st March 2021 as required in the Audit Regulations. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Return, on behalf of the Board, for the 

financial year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

   B.817 Dates of next Meetings 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the next Meetings of the Board be held as follows, viz:- 

 

   i) Friday the 7th January 2022 

 

   ii) Friday the 10th June 2022. 

 

 

   B.818 Middle Level Commissioners’ Fees  

 

 The Chairman expressed concern over the amount of fees paid to the Middle Level 

Commissioners as a proportion of the Board’s overall annual spend.   The Clerk outlined that this 

would cover Clerking fees, engineering and planning advice and servicing of the pumps.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Clerk provide the Chairman with a breakdown of the fees charged by the Middle 

Level Commissioners.   
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BLUNTISHAM IDB    

INSURED VALUE OF FIXED ASSETS    

     
PUMPING STATION    

   As At  

   1st April 2021  

     

BARLEY CROFT PUMPING STATION 470,000.00  

     

   470,000.00  
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BLUNTISHAM INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD  

   

   
Payments 2021/2022 (1st April 2021 - 30th November 2021)  

   

   

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages, telephone 
charges, stationery   
 and Health and Safety contract 3,653.92  
Lattenbury Services Ltd - Drain maintenance 5,400.00  
Environment Agency - Precept 948.26  
Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 179.76  
Middle Level Commissioners - Preparation of highland water claims 83.96  
Lattenbury Services Ltd - Drain maintenance 3,000.00  
Middle Level Commissioners - Pumping station maintenance 179.76  
Middle Level Commissioners - Renewal of insurances 393.44  

Middle Level Commissioners - Administration charge, postages and telephone 
charges 2,693.80  

Middle Level Commissioners - Fees (Production of Board report, planning and 
development applications) 177.30  
PKF Littlejohns LLP - Audit fee (2020/2021 accounts) 240.00  
Environment Agency - Precept 948.25  

   

 17,898.45  

   
(NB - Amounts shown include Value Added Tax)   
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 Bluntisham Internal Drainage Board 

 

 

Rate and levy requirements 2022/2023 

 

 Under Section 37 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, the appropriate proportions in which the net 

expenditure of the Board must be borne for 2022//2023 

 are:- 

 

 a) Proportion to be borne by the Agricultural Sector –  33.45% 

 

 b) Proportion to be borne by Special levy issued to Huntingdonshire District Council -         

66.55% 

 

 The product of a rate of 1p in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings is £471 

 

 In 2022/2023 a rate of 1p together with corresponding Special levy would raise £1,407. 

 

_______________________ 

 

 Estimated revenue cash balance in hand at 31st March 2022 without transferring any balance to 

the pumping plant replacement fund is - £31,000 

 

 Estimated balance in the Boards Asset Replacement Fund at 31st March 2022 without 

transferring any balance from the general fund is £34,200. 

 

 The estimated net expenditure of £21,110 in 2022/2023, which does not include provision for 

weedscreen cleaning improvements is equivalent to:- 

 

 a) a rate in the £ on Agricultural land and buildings of  15.00p and 

 

 b) a Special levy on Huntingdonshire District Council of £14,049. 

 

 In 2021/2022 a rate of 13.00p in the £ was set together with a Special levy of £12,176 on 

Huntingdonshire District Council to raise £18,295 towards estimated expenditure of £19,350. 

 

 The estimated expenditure for 2022/2023 does not include provision for the cost of future 

pumping plant replacement. 

 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2021 

 

 


