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SUTTON AND MEPAL INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 
 

Telephone: DD (01354) 602003                                                                  Middle Level Offices 

                                                                                                      85 Whittlesey Road 

E-mail: enquiries@middlelevel.gov.uk                        MARCH 

             www.middlelevel.gov.uk                                                                                      Cambs 

                   PE15 0AH 

 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF TIME 
 

20th December 2021 

 

 

 

 

Mr Chairman and Gentlemen, 

 

Meeting of the Board – Thursday 13th January 2022 10:30am 

 
I enclose the Agenda for the Meeting of the Board to be held at Chatteris Cricket Club at 10.30 on 

Thursday 13th January 2022. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS AGENDA INCLUDES CONFIDENTIAL PAPERS. 

APART FROM THE COPY RETAINED WITH THE CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES 

THEY WILL BE DESTROYED FOLLOWING THE MEETING AND MEMBERS 

ARE REMINDED THAT THEY MUST NOT BE DISCUSSED WITH ANYONE 

OTHER THAN A BOARD MEMBER. 

 

AFTER THE MEETING, PLEASE DESTROY YOUR COPY OF THE PAPERS OR 

RETURN THEM TO THE OFFICE TO BE DESTROYED. 
 

Please telephone or e-mail to confirm whether or not you will be attending the meeting as 

soon as possible. 

 

 

Yours truly 

 

D C THOMAS 

 

Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

 

To the Chairman and the Members of the Sutton and Mepal Internal Drainage Board 
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A G E N D A 

 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence 

 

 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

 Members to declare any interests relating to the Agenda. 

 

 

 

3. Confirmation of Minutes 

 

 To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 1st June 2021. 

(Copy pages 9-22) 

 

 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 

 

 

5.      Goodjohn’s Farm 

 

         Further to minute B.2213(iv), the Chairman to report 

 

 

 

6. Potential Amalgamation Discussions – Sutton & Mepal IDB, Manea & Welney DDC and 

Upwell IDB 

 

 Further to minute B.2216, the Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

7.     Water Levels in the Counter Drain and Cranbrook Drain 

 

         Further to minute B.2217, the Chairman to report. 

 

 

 

8. Ouse Washes Section 10 Reservoir Middle Level and Level South Barrier Bank works 

 

Further to minute B.2218, the Clerk will refer to the Newsletter from the Environment Agency 

dated December 2021. 

(Copy pages 23-24) 
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9. Low Level Restoration at Block Fen Account (Redland Aggregates) Limited 

 

 Further to minute B.2219, the Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

10. Meter Readings – Lafarge and Tamac 

 

 Further to minute B.2220, the Clerk to report. 

 

 

 

11. Retirement of District Officer 

 

 Further to minute B.2244, the Chairman to report. 

 

 

 

12. Clerk's Report 

 

 The Clerk advises:- 

 

i) COVID-19 Actions 

 

That due to the risk of COVID-19 mutations appropriate measures are being put in place, 

revised and reviewed as per government advice and using activity-based risk assessments. 

 

 ii)      Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

 That a seventh Chair’s Meeting was held on the 2nd November 2021. 

 

The meeting covered a wide variety of matters likely to affect IDBs. A summary of the key 

points and resolutions follows; 

 

a) The MLC Chair introduced the meeting and took the opportunity to warn those present that 

government were pushing for land in this area to be set aside to mitigate the impacts of climate 

change. In this respect there was concern that the data underpinning this move was out-of-date 

and inadequate and that there was a risk that no proper account would be taken of the storage 

effects of the land as it is currently managed compared to how it might react if managed as 

wetland. 

 

b) To better fit in with the farming calendar the annual safety audits carried out by Cope are to be 

moved to January and February. In response to a question from the floor, Chairs were advised 

that it is ultimately the Board and not the MLC’s responsibility to manage safety at Board 

owned assets, although the MLC will assist where they can. 

 

c) Chairs considered that it was considered important that IDBs and the MLC have a policy on 

climate change. It was felt likely that this will become increasingly important as pressure 

mounts for action to be taken. In this respect the Clerk advised that the MLC intended to carry 

out a baseline assessment of its carbon footprint which would then be used to underpin plans 

for reductions in CO2 release and for mitigation. This model would be made available to those 

IDBs which wished to follow a similar path. Once what could be reasonably achieved has been 
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defined a policy to steer implementation would be produced. Obviously, the aim will be to 

achieve net zero or as close to it as can be realistically and practically be achieved. 

 

d) The Chief Executive outlined the work of WRE, including the regional reconciliation of water 

supply just carried out, the proposals for two new reservoirs (one in Lincolnshire and one in 

Cambridgeshire) and the future plans for water security providing a 1 in 500 year level of 

drought tolerance for potable water supply. On this latter point he advised that he had been 

pushing hard for the needs of agriculture to be taken into account, noting that wet farming and 

environmental targets for farming would require extra water in this region. Also, he considered 

that separating agricultural need from environmental need was an error and failed to recognise 

the close tie between the two.  

 

e) It was reported that it seemed increasingly likely that despite lobbying MPs and Defra it will 

be the case from the 1st April 2022 that IDB’s will lose access to red diesel for anything other 

than powering generators and for heating. This will increase costs and will present problems 

with the use of contractors who also work for agriculture which will have an exemption, hence 

can continue to use red diesel in plant. 

 

f) On member training it was agreed that the MLC would set up a Zoom type seminar running 

several of the ADA video training sessions back-to-back. All members of all MLC administered 

IDBs would be invited and attendance will be recorded. This was seen as the most efficient way 

of delivering the training that Defra expects members to have undertaken. 

 

g) For the next round of IDB meetings, the MLC website secure pages will be used for Board 

meeting documents. Members will be sent links to the appropriate webpage with a password. 

The documents can then be downloaded whenever it is convenient to do so.  MEMBERS 

WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO FOLLOW THIS ROUTE RATHER THAN REQUIRE 

PAPER COPIES OF DOCUMENTS.  In exceptional circumstances – for example for those 

members without email addresses - a paper copy of the relevant documents can still be printed 

off, bound and sent out.  The use of the Microsoft Teams software is also to be explored for 

future years. 

 

h) GDPR was discussed and it was resolved that for internal matters, or where working with 

partner organisations all email addresses will be visible to allow members to see who has 

knowledge of the matter under discussion.  All external communications will normally be blind 

copied unless there is a need to show the address or the address is already known (for example 

when a member is passing on a query he or she has received themselves). It was also agreed 

that the website could continue to show names and primary contact numbers as long as 

addresses were not identified.  

 

 

 iii) Applications for byelaw consent 

 

 That the following applications for consent to undertake works in and around 

 watercourses have been approved and granted since the last general meeting of the Board:- 

 

 Name of Applicant  Description of Works    Date Consent Granted 

 

         R H Smith & Sons  Installation of 11 underdrain   23/08/21 

      outfalls at Horsely Fen 
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        Mr P Sole   Installation of 160mm non-   01/12/21 

      perforated land drain and out-fall 

      to lower level in adjacent water- 

      course, including provision of a 

      “Dyketector” headwall and marker 

      post. 

 

 

 

iv) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

  

That the 84th Annual Conference of the Association was held on Wednesday the 10th November 

2021. 

 

The Conference was once again held virtually and was split into two parts; the Conference in 

the morning and AGM in the afternoon. It is expected that, whilst in future years it is hoped to 

return to a face-to-face format, the clear separation between conference and AGM is likely to 

be retained. 

 

Speakers this year included Rebecca Row MP (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State – Defra), 

Dieter Helm (economist) and Lord De Ramsey (then President of ADA). 

 

Topics covered included the challenges of climate change and the need to step up to the plate 

in delivering on the aim to achieve a net zero target as soon as possible, the importance of 

partnership working and the importance of agriculture in feeding the nation. The latter included 

the need to better educate the population, who clearly desire to move forward on delivering 

climate change and ecological objectives, but do not fully appreciate the role of agriculture, its 

real impacts or even properly understood where and how food is sourced. One example given 

that challenged a common assumption that agriculture was bad for the environment was that 

recent monitoring of CO2 release had shown that a well irrigated peat field of onions released 

less CO2 than adjacent dry grassland. 

 

In his speech Lord De Ramsey announced that he was stepping down as President and that his 

place would be taken by Henry Cator. He was warmly thanked by ADA for his many years of 

service and was presented with a painting by an artist which it is known he admires. Henry 

spoke about how pleased he had been to be invited to take over the role and that he looked 

forward to working with ADA to meet the future challenges of the industry. 

 

The AGM that followed gave an update on the work of ADA, noting the likelihood that, despite 

vigorous lobbying, the expectation was that from 1st April 2022 IDBs would no longer be able 

to use red diesel for anything other than heating or to run generators. This will impact on costs 

and will provide challenges to the continued use of agricultural contractors. The passing of the 

Environment Bill was touched upon which will release barriers to the formation of new IDBs 

and will also provide opportunities for IDBs to explore extending their boundaries if it was 

clearly beneficial to do so. Innes Thomason spoke on the work of ADA and the consultations 

ADA had responded to, including proposals to extend beaver introduction and a water 

abstraction licencing charging review amongst other things. Finally, it was reported that the 

ADA Board had agreed to a 1% rise in subscriptions for the 2022/23 year and noted that with 

inflationary pressures a higher increase should be expected next year. 
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b) Annual Conference 

 

That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held on 

Wednesday 9th November 2022, venue to be decided. 

 

 c) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

 That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association will be held on 

Tuesday the 1st March 2022.     

 

d) Updating IDB Byelaws 

 

Further to minute B.2109, ADA has advised that there was an error in the Model Byelaws 

relating to a Penalty Notice which referred to s37 of the Criminal Justice Act 1982, which was 

actually repealed on the 1.12.2020 by the Sentencing Act 2020. Consequently, Defra has 

amended the Penalty Notice attached to the byelaws to include the correct reference.  This 

Penalty Notice is not part of the Byelaws and, as such, is a simple correction. There is no 

requirement either to readvertise or seek Defra approval and the version now uploaded to the 

website is the corrected one.  

 

 

v) Environment Act 

 

In November 2021 Defra announced that the Environment Act became law. The stated aim of 

this Act is to improve air and water quality, tackle waste, increase recycling, halt the decline of 

species, and improve the natural environment. However, the Act also includes powers (specific 

to IDBs) which amend the Land Drainage Act 1991, addressing the technical issue of missing 

or incomplete data, which is preventing existing internal drainage boards from expanding and 

new ones from being established. Defra have stated that they will be working on the associated 

secondary legislation over the coming year and will be engaging with IDBs through ADA on 

this. 

  

 

 vi) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 

 

 That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2022 will be held at ExCel, London on the 23rd 

and 24th November 2022. 

 

 

vii) Water Resources East (WRE)  
 

Further to minute B.2221(iv), the Clerk will report that the requested contribution from this 

Board for 2021/2022 financial year is, once again, £125.  Contributions from drainage boards 

within the East of England secure a direct stake in WRE and help to ensure their needs and 

opinions are taken into account. 

 

 

 

13. Consulting Engineers’ Report, including Planning and Consenting Matters 

 

 To consider the Report of the Consulting Engineers. 

(Encl 1) 
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14. Conservation Officer’s Newsletter  

 

 The Clerk to refer to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, previously circulated to members. 

 

 

 

15. Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991   

 

 The Clerk to report. 

 

 

16. Association of Drainage Authorities 

 Subscriptions  

 

The Clerk will report that ADA has increased subscriptions by 1% for 2022. 
 
 

 

17. Determination of Annual Values for Rating Purposes 

 

The Clerk will submit the recommendations for the determination of annual values for rating 

purposes. 

(See Confidential Papers) 

 

 

 

18. Health and Safety  

 

Further to minute B.2234, the Vice Chairman will refer to the report received from Cope Safety 

Management following their visit to the District on 16th November 2021 and will report thereon.  

 

 (Copy pages 25-29) 

 

 

19. Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 2019/2020  

 

 a) To consider the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return for the year ended on the 

31st March 2021. 

(Copy pages 30-34) 

 

 b) To consider the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year ended on the 31st 

 March 2021. 

(Copy pages 35-43) 

 

 

 

 

 

20. Defra IDB1 Returns   

 

 The Clerk to refer to the completed IDB1 form for 2020/2021. 

(Copy pages 44-53) 
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21. Expenditure/Estimate Update 

 

The Clerk will advise the Board of how estimated expenditure for 2021/2022 compares with 

actual expenditure to date. 

(Copy page 54) 

 

 

22. Date of next Meeting 

 

The Clerk will remind Members that the next meeting of the Board will be held on Tuesday 31st 

May 2022 at 10.30am prior to which the District Inspection will be held at 8.30am. 

 

 

 

23. Any Other Business 
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SUTTON AND MEPAL INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Sutton and Mepal Internal Drainage Board 

held at Chatteris Cricket Club on Tuesday the 1st June 2021 

 

PRESENT 

 

 M R R Latta Esq (Chairman) R J Angood Esq 

 C P K Lee Esq (Vice Chairman) M Jackson Esq 

 A Allan Esq P E Sole Esq 

P W Allpress Esq  R H Smith Esq 

   

Miss Lorna McShane (representing the Clerk to the Board) was in attendance.    

 

  

Apologies for absence 

 

 Apologies were received from Councillor S Criswell, M George Esq, J Sole 

Esq, E F Veal Esq, W Veal Esq.  

 

 

 

B.2212.Standing Orders 

 

Further to minute B.2153, Miss McShane reported that ADA have obtained agreement from Defra 

for the flexibility which allowed the Board to choose how they wished to hold Board meetings 

during the pandemic to become permanent.  This change will allow remote attendance or fully 

virtual meetings to take place in future should that best meet the Board’s particular requirements at 

that time. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Board adopt the revised Standing Orders. 

 

 

B.2213 Inspection of the District  

 

Prior to the meeting, those Members present, with the exception of Mr M Jackson and including Mr 

M Heading, undertook an Inspection of the District which embraced the following matters;- 

 

(i) Colne Fen Farm  

 

The Chairman thought it was useful for the Board to consider the requests from an applicant, D M 

Newman, to fill in a section of the Internal Drainage Board’s drain. The infill of the drain would 

allow Mr Newman to better use his fields.   Having considered the request from Mr Newman and 

the flow of water in the area, the Board felt that it would not be appropriate to give consent. 

 

RESOLVED  

 

That it was a dangerous precedent to permit the infilling of a Board Drain.   Mindful of their 

responsibilities for flood risk as an Internal Drainage Board, it was decided that the request should 

be refused. 
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(ii) Environment Agency Counter Drain 

 

The Chairman referred to the work the Environment Agency had successfully carried out by piling 

the drain.  The work being paid for by the Environment Agency and approximately 1,000 metres 

would be completed in total.   It was anticipated that another 200/300 metres would be carried out 

in the next year as part of these works. 

 

(iii) Holwood Farm 

 

The Chairman referred to seepage which was occurring from the slacker. The Chairman advised the 

Board that to carry out this work and renew or line the pipe he had sought  quotations which were 

£6,000 to replace the pipe and to line the existing pipe would be in the region of £2,000. 

 

(iv) Goodjohn’s Farm 

 

The Board inspected the dam which had rotted at this location.  The dam on the airfield holds back 

water. The owner was concerned about the water levels and had requested that water levels be 

lowered. This would require a new dam which would hold water levels at this point. It was 

proposed to put the dam near the culvert at this location. 

 

(v) Jolly Banks Crossing 

 

The Board inspected the culvert at this point and agreed that the culvert should be removed for 

security purposes as access was not needed there.  

 

(vi) Pumping Station 

 

The Board inspected the Pumping Station and the works that had been carried out by the Vice 

Chairman and the District Officer in response to the Risk Assessment prepared by Cope Safety 

Management.  All the works were noted by the Board and the Vice Chairman and the District 

Officer were thanked for the works they had carried out. 

 

   

B,2214 Declarations of Interest 

  

Miss McShane reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included 

in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

The Chairman declared an interest (as a Member of the Middle Level Board) in any matters relating 

to the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

The Chairman and Vice Chairman declared an interest in minute no. B.2228. 

 

The Chairman declared an interest in the planning applications MLC Ref Nos. 179, 188, 199, 226, 

228, 232, 258, 296, 297 & 300 received for R A Latta (Farms) Ltd and Mick George Ltd. 

 

The Vice Chairman declared interest in the planning applications (MLC Ref Nos. 072, 148, 177, 

182, 236, 237, 298 & 301, 335, 338 & 341) received for P J Lee & Sons and (MLC Ref Nos. 227, 

231, 240, 245, 246, 305, 309, 326 & 334) received for Pretoria Energy Ltd & Little Green 

Consulting Ltd. 
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Mr M Jackson declared an interest in planning applications (MLC Ref Nos. 078, 143, 164, 275 and 

318) received for Mr and Mrs Jackson and D M Jackson & Son. 

Mr P Sole declared an interest in planning applications (MLC Ref Nos. 091 and 319) received for A 

Sole & Son and Mr P Sole. 

 

 

B.2215 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 14th January 2021 are recorded correctly 

and that they be confirmed and signed.   

 

 

B.2216 Potential Amalgamation Discussions – Sutton and Mepal IDB, Manea and Welney DDC 

and Upwell IDB 

 

Further to minute B.2193, the Chairman explained that this would be an ongoing matter and remain 

on the agenda for future consideration.   No further action was to be taken at the current time. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

To keep this matter under review and it be revisited at a later date. 

 

 

B.2217 Water Levels in the Counter Drain System  

 

Further to minute B.2194, the Chairman reported that the works carried out by the Environment 

Agency had largely resolved the seepage issue. Further works on the bank of the Counter Drain 

were proposed to be carried out during the course of the next year.    

 

The repair work had involved piling into the banks and restoring the banks. 

 

(NB) – The Chairman declared an interest when this item was discussed. 

 

 

B.2218 Ouse Washes Section 10 Reservoir Inspection Middle Level and South Level Barrier Bank 

works 

 

Further to minute B.2195, Miss McShane referred to the Newsletter from the Environment Agency 

dated March 2021. 

 

 

B.2219 Low Level Restoration at Block Fen Account (Redland Aggregates) Limited 

 

Further to minute B.2196, Miss McShane explained that these were funds that had been ring-fenced 

by the Board until a final restoration scheme was known and the Board have discharged all of its 

duties under the Agreement.   It was previously proposed that once the quarry works were 

completed that the land would be returned to low level agriculture.   One of the options now being 

discussed for Block Fen was to construct a large reservoir and the sub-committee formed by the 

Board were meeting with the Environment Agency to look at future options. 
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B.2220 Meter Readings – Lafarge and Tarmac 

 

Further to minute B.2197, Miss McShane reported that she had the meter readings and costings but 

needed still to consider whether any new agreement needs to be drafted. She would progress this 

matter and report directly to the Chairman. 

 

 

B.2221 Clerk's Report 

 

Miss McShane advised; 

 

(i) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Meeting of the River Great Ouse Branch  

 

That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association was held virtually 

on Tuesday the 2nd March 2021.     

 

Matters covered were that there was a change in Chairman with Harry Raby stepping down and 

Marc Heading taking his place. Councillor Doug McMurdo takes on the role of Vice Chairman.   

This maintains the balance of having upland and lowland members in key roles and also balances 

council and agricultural ratepayers’ interests.   John Heading was appointed for another three years 

on the ADA Board as branch representative.   Robert Caudwell gave on update on ADA matters 

focusing in on progress of the agriculture bill through parliament and the lowland peat initiative 

which he considers must not negatively impact on livelihoods and the need to produce food for the 

nation. Next to speak was Brian Stewart who was seeking support for his initiative to create an Ex-

Officio post on the FRCC for the sitting Chairman of the Great Ouse branch of ADA (EA 

nominated post). This was supported unanimously and Marc Heading will take up this new role 

with immediate effect. 

 

Claire Jouvray and Paul Burrows gave updates on the revenue funding position, which was quite 

healthy with sources of money found to deliver what had been targeted and on the long-term 

strategy for the area including the tactical plans which are set to make access to grant in aid 

smoother than it might otherwise be. A warning was raised that funding may get squeezed as time 

passes and the financial impact of COVID-19 gets addressed.  

 

Approximately 30 people attended this virtual meeting, which should return to its normal format at 

Prickwillow Hall next year. 

 

 The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 1st March 2022.  

 

b) ADA response to publication of EFRA Flooding Enquiry Report 

 

That ADA have responded to the Government EFRA report into the winters flooding, which has the 

headline conclusion that the lack of clear flood-resilience targets is leaving England at risk of 

'playing catch-up' with climate change. 

 

Encouragingly, in addition to recognising these challenges, EFRA have also clearly stated that in 

light of ever more frequent and severe storms, there is an urgent need to provide long-term funding 

for the maintenance of existing and new flood defences, to match capital commitment together with 
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a need to examine the mental health impacts of severe flooding, calling for an action plan to address 

this alongside the economic and physical effects.  

 

ADA’s response and the full EFRA report can be found via the following link; 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmenvfru/170/170.pdf 

 

 

(ii) Land Registry 

 

That whilst it is a legal requirement for land occupiers to notify the Board of any change of 

occupation, including releasing contact details for the new occupiers, on many occasions this does 

not occur and time is spent trying to determine who the new occupier is.   When the normal avenues 

fail to deliver any meaningful information we now use our Land Registry account to gain details of 

the current land owner.  The costs of making an application via this method are small (currently £6) 

but obviously this will show up on the Board accounts, hence the need to draw this new way of 

working to the Boards attention. 

 

 

(iii) National Drainage Show & Floodex 2021 

 

 That the National Drainage Show & Floodex 2021 will be held at the ExCel, 

London on 9th and 10th November 2021.  

 

 

(iv) Water Rescources East (WRE) 

 

Further to minute B.2139(v), Miss McShane reported that WRE have had a productive and fruitful 

year despite COVID and have managed to lever many millions of funding for studies and initiatives 

which in the long term should benefit this area by recognising the importance of agriculture to the 

water resource supply chain and by seeking ways to integrate water resources, flood risk 

management and environmental objective delivery together.    For the 2020/2021 year (should the 

Board continue to wish to support the work of WRE and contribute accordingly) the calculated 

figure will be £125.00.    Please note that ADA have developed a new band based charging 

structure, hence the change from the previous year’s figure. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board approve the requested annual contribution of £125.00. 

 

 

B.2222 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

The Board considered the report of the Consulting Engineers. 

 

a) Pumping Station 

 

 The Board considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers on the 

condition of pumps and the pumping hours, and noted the increase in pumping over the winter 

period. The Vice Chairman explained the strategy on replacement pumps. A new pump had been 

installed last year and the original pump reconditioned.  

 

b) Flood Risk Management (FRM) for the Fens [previously reported as the Future Fenland    

 Project]  

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5801/cmselect/cmenvfru/170/170.pdf
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The Board considered and approved the Engineer’s Report on the Tactical Plans for the Fens. They 

noted the baseline economic benefits that had been calculated for the Board’s assets.   For Sutton 

and Mepal the asset of Mepal Pumping Station is £1,271,503.00 and the Sutton and Mepal Main 

Drains is £643,587.00.  

 

c) Cranbrook/Counter Drain (CCD) FRM Strategy 

 

The Engineer reported that since the last Board Meeting he had represented both the Middle Level 

Commissioners and the relevant Boards at regular update progress meetings to discuss sources of 

funding. He advised that the Environment Agency had held further engagement meetings with 

stakeholders including Tarmac & Aggregate Industries, the RSPB and Water Resources East 

(WRE). An aerial drone survey of the Counter Drain and Welches Dam Pumping Station has been 

carried out with the survey of the Mepal Pumping Station and the main Block Fen/Langwood Fen 

survey was planned to be completed by the end of April. 

 

The Engineer reported that the Environment Agency was currently preparing a business case 

submission to the National Project Assurance Service (NPAS) to secure additional funding to 

progress the strategy over the next few years. In addition, the Environment Agency is seeking to 

appoint advisors from the Legal and Estates Team to commence the process of identifying the 

relevant legal agreements that may be required and had started to develop “heads of terms” for the 

strategy. The Board noted that consideration should be given to the appointment of an independent 

Land Agent to deal with any legal/estates issues that may arise. 

 

d) High Rainfall Event and Flooding Incident 

 

The Engineer reported on the flooding experienced in Somersham, Colne, Bluntisham and Earith 

areas. In its role as Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA), Cambridgeshire County Council had 

enquired whether anyone had any useful information on the event; for example rainfall figures, the 

extent of any flooding and the approximate times of the storms etc. During this event, flooding also 

occurred in Cottenham, March, St Ives, St Neots/Eaton Socon, Weston Colville and Woodhurst. It 

was noted that work had been undertaken by the LLFA in conjunction with the County Highways 

team to investigate and address some of the issues directly as a result of this flooding incident.  

 

e) December Flooding Incidents  

 

The Engineer advised that early December had brought higher than average rainfall in the UK with 

the Eastern areas exceeding typical December rainfall. A more intense rainfall period was 

experienced just before Christmas and then a few days later Storm Bella crossed the country on the 

26th and 27th December. In the Eastern Counties this rainfall was relatively low, however the 

catchment by this time was already in a saturated condition. The Middle Level Commissioners 

recorded 127.5mm of rain at their March office during December with 52.5mm being recorded on 

the 23rd December. The flooding which occurred was reported to Cambridgeshire County Council 

as LLFA. 

 

David Thomas had attended a meeting with Stephen Barclay MP and representatives from other 

organisations to discuss issues associated with the flooding events. Due to the number of incidents 

within the area it is likely that the County Council will prepare Section 19 Flood and Water 

Management Act (FWMA) Report. 

 

f) Planning Applications 
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The Board considered the development and related matters which had been received and dealt    

with by the Engineer.  

 

g) Mixed Use Development on land south east of London Road, Chatteris – Hallam Land 

Management Ltd (MLC Ref Nos. 160, 184 & 190) 

 

The Engineer had previously reported to the Board on a planning application for this development 

and a decision notice had now been issued which approved the development which is currently 

being considered by the Engineer.    It involved the extraction and processing of sand and gravel 

and construction of access into Chatteris Road.  It was noted that the planning permission associated 

with the extraction of clay (for the Ouse Washes flood embankment protection operations) by 

deepening the final construction of an agricultural reservoir, with restoration back to agriculture at 

this site, will expire on 18th July 2021. 

 

h) Erection of an Anaerobic Digester (AD) plant on land east of Greys Farm, Iretons Way, 

Chatteris – Pretoria Energy Ltd and Little Green Consulting Ltd 

 

The Engineer reported that an additional planning permission had been validated and subsequently 

granted by Fenland District Council for an extension to the existing anaerobic digester plant 

facilities.  

 

i) Current Planning Matters within the Master Plan Area 

 

The Board noted that no further correspondence had been received from the applicants or the 

applicant’s agents in respect of the following developments; 

 

• Extraction of sand and gravel with restoration to agricultural use both at low 

level and existing level using waste silt and imported inert waste at land off Block Fen Drove, 

Mepal – Redland Aggregates Ltd (MLC Ref No 350/8), Aggregate Industries UK Ltd + Larfarge 

Aggregates Ltd trading as Larfarge Tarmac & Tarmac Trading Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 50, 87, 88, 192 

& 196)   

 

• Developments at Wenny House, Iretons Way, Chatteris – Mr Jackson (MLC 

Ref No 078); Mr & Mrs Jackson (MLC Ref No 143); Mrs Jackson (MLC Ref No 275); D M 

Jackson & Son (MLC Ref Nos 164 & 318) 

 

• Developments at Hundreds Farm, Langwood Fen Drove, Chatteris – A Sole 

& Son (MLC Ref No 091) & Mr P Sole (MLC Ref No 319) 

 

• Soils and Mineral processing; plant washing and stock pile area etc at Witcham 

Meadlands Quarry, Block Fen Drove, Mepal – Mick George (Haulage) Ltd (MLC 

Ref No 156); Mick George Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 207, 211, 213, 286, 289 & 303); 

Langwood Fen (Cambridgeshire Aggregates Ltd) (MLC Ref No 316) 

 

j) Application by Mr D M Newman 

 

Mr Newman had requested to infill a section of the Board’s watercourse between C6 and C7 and a 

length of private watercourse upstream of C7.   The Board at their inspection considered the request 

and the length of the Board’s watercourse that was proposed to be filled.   This request had been 

made by the applicant for the watercourse to be filled on land owned by Mr Newman as infilling 

would allow him to better use his fields. The Board considered the request at the site visit and 

resolved to refuse the application. 
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There was a certain sympathy for the request by Mr Newman. The Board had however had to 

consider its obligations for flood risk management in the area and its duty as an internal drainage 

board, particularly in regard to rainfall over the last two winters. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

a) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved. 

 

b) Pumping Station 

 

That a new pump should be ordered and installed when it arrives taking the £40,000 from  reserves.    

The proposal was to replace the oldest pump but to return it and recondition it as a stand-by. 

 

c)  Mr D M Newman request to infill a section of the Board’s Drain 

 

 To refuse the application 

 

(NB) - The Chairman declared an interest in the planning applications MLC Ref Nos. 179, 188, 

199, 226, 228, 232, 258, 296, 297 & 300 received for R A Latta (Farms) Ltd and Mick George Ltd. 

 

(NB) - The Vice Chairman declared interest in the planning applications (MLC Ref Nos. 072, 148, 

177, 182, 236, 237, 298 & 301, 335, 338 & 341) received for P J Lee & Sons and (MLC Ref Nos. 

227, 231, 240, 245, 246, 305, 309, 326 & 334) received for Pretoria Energy Ltd & Little Green 

Consulting Ltd. 

 

(NB) - Mr M Jackson declared an interest in planning applications (MLC Ref Nos. 078, 143, 164, 

275 and 318) received for Mr and Mrs Jackson and D M Jackson & Son. 

 

(NB) - Mr P Sole declared an interest in planning applications (MLC Ref Nos. 091 and 319) 

received for A Sole & Son and Mr P Sole. 

 

 

B.2223 Capital Improvement Programme 

 

Members considered the Board’s future Capital Improvement Programme. 

 

The Board considered the Plant and Vehicle Replacement Strategy and noted the requirement for 

replacement of a digger which had had some problems recently but these had been repaired.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Capital Programme be approved in principle, to delay the purchase of a new digger and for 

this to be considered at the next meeting of the Board. 

 

 

B.2224 District Officer’s Report 

 

The Board considered and approved the Report of the District Officer.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved and that the Officer be thanked for 

his services over the preceding year. 
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B.2225 Conservation Officer's BAP Report 

 

Members considered and approved the most recent BAP report. 

 

 

B.2226 State-aided Schemes 

 

Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the 

District and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the 

Environment Agency. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That no proposals be formulated at the present time 

 

 

B.2227 District Labour  

 

a) Miss McShane reported that during the financial year 2020/2021 overtime 

payments had been made as indicated on the Supplementary Schedule. 

  

b) The Board gave consideration to the District Officer's salary for 2021/2022.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the salary of the District Officer be increased by 2.5% from 1st October 2021 as indicated on 

the Supplementary Schedule. 

 

   

B.2228 Expenses Allowances 

 

The Board gave consideration to the appropriate reimbursement of proper out-of-pocket expenses 

incurred by the Chairman and Vice Chairman on the Board’s behalf.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the sums of £500 and £250 be paid to the Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively for out of 

pocket expenses incurred on behalf of the Board for 2021/2022 and if any additional expenses were 

incurred by the Chairman and Vice Chairman the Board would approve any reasonable expenses 

incurred. 

 

(NB) – The Chairman and Vice Chairman declared a financial interest when this item was 

discussed. 

 

 

B.2229 Charges for hire of plant when engaged on private work 

 

The Board considered whether any revisions were necessary in their charges for hiring of plant for 

private work (last reviewed in May 2020) 
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i) Atlas 140W Excavator 

 

  Present charge - £35 per hour in the District         ) (inclusive of 

operator’s wages). 

                                                               - £40 per hour outside the District ) 

ii) Flail mower 

 

  Present charge - £35 per hour (inclusive of operator’s wages) 

 

 iii) Weed boat 

 

  Present charge - £35 per hour (inclusive of operator's wages) 

 

 iv) Piling Hammer 

 

  Present charge - £35 per hour (inclusive of operator's wages 

 

(NB) – Travelling time being charged in addition to working time. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the hire charges be increased as follows:- 

 

i) Atlas 140W Excavator 

 

  - £40 per hour in the District (inclusive of operator’s wages). 

                                       - £45 per hour outside the District  

 

ii) Flail mower 

 

   - £40 per hour (inclusive of operator’s wages) 

                                       - £45 per hour for work carried out for the Environment Agency  

 

 iii) Weed boat 

 

£40 per hour (inclusive of operator's wages) plus the addition of travel time by the District Officer  

 

 iv) Piling Hammer 

 

  £40 per hour (inclusive of operator's wages) 

 

The Board noted that travelling time was to be charged in addition to working time. 

 

 

B.2230 Environment Agency – Precepts 

 

Miss McShane reported that the precept for the financial year 2021/2022 had been fixed at 

£113,104.00 representing a rate including special levies of 17.89p (the precept for 2020/2021 being 

£113,104.00). 

 

 

B.2231 Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 
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Miss McShane reported that the sum of £625.12 (£4,655.50 less £4,030.38 paid on account) 

(inclusive of supervision) had been received from the Environment Agency based on the Board’s 

actual expenditure on maintenance work for the financial year 2019/2020 together with the sum of 

£4,030.38 in respect of 80% of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year 20202021. 

 

B.2232 Determination of annual value for rating purposes 

 

The Board considered the recommendation for the determination of annual value for rating 

purposes:- 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That the determination recommended be adopted by the Board. 

 

ii) That the Clerk be empowered to serve notices and to take such other action 

as may be necessary to comply with statutory requirements.   

   

iii) That the Chairman and the Clerk be empowered to authorise appropriate 

action on behalf of the Board in connection with any appeal against the determination. 

 

 

B.2233 Rate Arrears 

 

Consideration was given to writing off rate arrears amounting to £11.98. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the arrears be written off. 

 

 

B.2234 Health and Safety  

 

Further to minute B.2205, the Vice Chairman reported on Health and Safety Matters and referred to 

his report.  

 

It showed that all paint and old oils and aerosol cans had been removed by a waste contractor. All 

liquids had been removed from a high level cupboard, all floor areas had been cleared of rubbish 

and storage and waste disposed of accordingly. Paints were now to be in a metal, non-flammable 

cabinet in the Pump House. Signage had been updated and fire exit signs had been installed on all 

inside and outside doors accessing the buildings and “no unauthorised access” signs to be placed on 

the gates. Two life aids have now been mounted on the weedscreen, for the  diesel engine and on 

the rails next to the electric weedscreen. A skip had been hired in April to remove all old office 

chairs and other general waste had been removed from the workshop and Pump House. The first aid 

kit had been replaced and new signage installed.  Concrete slabs leading to the weedscreen had been 

unlevel and unstable in wet conditions and could become extremely slippery.  These slabs have 

been removed and replaced with tarmac chippings to create a level, non-slip surface. “High 

Voltage” signs have been replaced on the weedscreen. The measures taken by the Vice Chairman to 

comply with the Risk Assessment prepared by Cope Safety were noted and approved and the Board 

wished to note their thanks for the work carried out by the Vice Chairman and David the District 

Officer.  
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The Vice Chairman reported that Cope Safety Management will look at the District Officer’s lone 

working risks and any recommendations on this matter to be considered at the next meeting. 

 

 

B.2235 Review of Internal Controls 

 

The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal Controls. 

 

B.2236 Risk Management Assessment 

 

a) The Board considered and expressed satisfaction with the Board’s Risk Management Policy 

 

b) The Board reviewed and approved the insured value of their buildings 

 

 

B.2237 Exercise of Public Rights 

 

Miss McShane referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of 

unaudited Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of 

Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

B.2238 Annual Governance Statement – 2020/2021 

 

The Board considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended on the 

31st March 2021. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement, on behalf of the Board, 

for the financial year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

B.2239 Payments 2020/2021 

 

The Board considered and approved payments amounting to £302,325.77 which had been made 

during the financial year 2020/2021. 

 

(NB) – The Chairman declared an interest (as a Member of the Middle Level Board) in the 

payments made to the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

(NB) – The Vice Chairman declared an interest in the payments made to P J Lee & Sons. 

 

(NB) – Mr E Veal declared an interest in the payment made to him. 

 

 

B.2240 Annual Accounts of the Board – 2020/2021 

 

The Board considered and approved the Annual Accounts and bank reconciliation for the year 

ended on the 31st March 2021 as required in the Audit Regulations. 

 

RESOLVED 
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That the Chairman be authorised to sign the Return, on behalf of the Board, for the financial year 

ending 31st March 2021. 

 

 

B.2241 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2021/2022 

 

The Board considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and drainage rates in 

respect of the financial year 2021/2022 and were informed by Miss McShane that under the Land 

Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on 

agricultural hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be respectively 

80.83% and 19.17% 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That the estimates be approved. 

 

ii) That a total sum of £235,764 be raised by drainage rates and special levy. 

 

iii) That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised 

by drainage rates and to be met by special levy are £190,565 and £45,199 respectively. 

 

iv) That a rate of 37.30p in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural 

hereditaments in the District. 

 

v) That a Special levy of £20,575 be made and issued to Fenland District 

Council and  for the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

vi) That a Special levy of £16,070 be made and issued to Huntingdonshire 

District Council and  for the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

vii) That a Special levy of £8,554 be made and issued to East Cambridgeshire 

District Council and  for the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 

 

viii) That the seal of the Board be affixed to the record of drainage rates and 

special levies and to the special levies referred to in resolution (v). 

 

ix) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levies by such 

statutory powers as may be available. 

 

 

B.2242 Display of Rate Notice 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That notice of the rate be affixed within the District in accordance with Section 48(3)(a) of the  

Land Drainage Act 1991. 

 

 

B.2243 Date of Next Meeting 

 

RESOLVED 

 

That the next Meetings of the Board be held as follows in 2022:-  
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Thursday 13th January 2022 at 10.30am at Chatteris Cricket Club.  

 

The Board considered the provision of refreshments after the meeting and felt it more appropriate to 

have bacon and sausage breakfast rolls could be provided with coffee.  

 

Tuesday 31st May 2022 at Chatteris Cricket Club at 10.30am (prior to which the District Inspection 

will be held at 8.30am). 

 

 

B.2244 Any Other Business 

 

The Chairman reported that the District Officer in the course of his normal duties in 

September/October had repaired a stretch of bank at North Fen, but this work had been reported to 

the Environment Agency and an investigation was carried out as to whether the works had 

destroyed a water vole habitat.   An inspection of the area did not reveal any evidence of water 

voles present in the area.  

 

Peter Beckenham, Middle Level Conservation Officer, had investigated the matter and had written a 

report on behalf of the Board.    The Chairman reported that he had advised David that in similar 

circumstances it would be prudent to consult the Conservation Officer first and have the work 

signed off by him to ensure no destruction of habitats. 

 

The Chairman advised he was mindful that the District Officer could be considering his retirement 

within the next two years and he proposed to put an item on the next agenda regarding succession 

planning for the District Officer and the possibility of appointment of an apprentice/assistant to 

work with David prior to his retirement.  
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