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RAMSEY UPWOOD AND GREAT RAVELEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

 

At a Meeting of the Ramsey Upwood and Great Raveley Internal Drainage Board 

held at Ramsey Golf Club on Thursday the 3rd January 2019 

 

PRESENT 

 

  A C Roberts Esq (Chairman)  S J Corney Esq 

 R Blackhurst Esq (Vice Chairman) J I Edwards Esq 

 A Butler Esq    C W Pickard Esq 

 J R Clarke Esq    C P Wilkinson Esq 

 

 Mr Robert Hill (representing the Clerk to the Board) and Mr Leo Butler (District Officer) 

were in attendance.   

 

 The Chairman welcomed Ashley Butler and Councillor Stephen Corney who were attending 

their first meeting of the Board. 

 

 

  Apologies for absence 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Messrs S W F and T F Bedford. 

  

  

  B.1113 Declarations of Interest 

 

 Mr Hill reminded Members of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter included 

in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any individual on the Board. 

 

 Councillor Corney declared an interest in agenda item 12.   

 

 

  B.1114 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

 Mr Wilkinson requested that his apologies be recorded.   Having advised the office that he 

would try to attend the afternoon meeting, he had subsequently informed the Chairman prior to the 

Inspection that he would be unable to attend. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That, subject to the amendment, the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board held on the 17th May 

2018 are recorded correctly and that they be confirmed and signed. 

 

 

  B.1115 Land Drainage Act 1991 

  Board Membership – Huntingdonshire District Council 

 

 Mr Hill reported that Huntingdonshire District Council had appointed Councillors J R Clarke 

and S J Corney to be Members of the Board under the provisions of the Land Drainage Act 1991. 

 

 Mr Hill also reported that Councillors P L E Bucknell and R Howe were not re-appointed. 
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  B.1116 Use of Droves Claimed by the Board 

 

 Further to minute B.1082, Mr Hill reported that no further progress had been made with 

Cambridgeshire Council concerning the responsibility of the maintenance of the Droves.   

Councillor Clarke queried the Council not having enough money to be involved, as he considered 

they would be obliged to carry out works if required as all roads were covered by the Highways 

Act. 

 

 The Chairman confirmed that the Board had now purchased a gate which was to be erected by 

the Middle Level Commissioners at their expense. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the position be monitored. 

 

  B.1117 Updating IDB Byelaws (including amendment to Board's Byelaws) 

 

 Further to minute B.1083, Mr Hill reported that as this matter affects all Boards, and to ensure 

efficiency and to minimise costs, work on revising the Byelaws has been held until all Boards 

administered by the Middle Level Commissioners have determined their wishes.   Now that this 

objective has been achieved work is commencing and a bulk submission of revised Byelaws will be 

submitted for consideration by Defra accordingly, probably in the New Year. 

 

 

  B.1118 Contravention of Byelaws (29 Uggmere Court Road) 

 

 Further to minute B.1084, Mr Hill reported that the Assistant Clerk had recently been in 

contact with Mrs O'Donaghue who had agreed to remove the fence to comply with the 9m byelaw 

distance.   Mrs O'Donaghue had queried the possibility of having a temporary fence within the 9m 

distance and had requested additional time to remove the fence.    The Assistant Clerk suggested 

extending the period to the spring and had advised Mrs O'Donaghue that she would need to seek the 

instructions of the Board at their forthcoming meeting. 

 

 Members raised concerns that this matter was ongoing and had still not yet been resolved.    In 

response to the Chairman, Mr Hill confirmed that the matter was first raised and agreement reached 

to remove the fence over two years ago. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That a Notice be sent requiring the fence to be removed within 28 days, failing which 

 the Board would commence enforcement action for its removal. 

 

 ii) That, should the fence not be removed by the occupier, the Board approve enforcement 

 action be taken for its removal. 

 

 iii) That the Chairman and Vice Chairman be authorised to take any further action they 

 consider necessary concerning this matter. 
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  B.1119 Drain Adjacent to Tesco's at Point 28 

 

 Further to minute B.1085, Mr Hill reported that this matter was covered in the Consulting 

Engineer's report and that to date it had not been possible to confirm the size of the pump installed, 

although it was thought to be 20 l/s. 

 

 The Chairman reported that he had also been in discussion with the Consulting Engineer and 

tabled a copy of a report which showed that the run-off from the site would be attenuated to that of 

a green-field site at 9 l/s.   Members raised concerns that if the original plans were to restrict run-off 

from the site at 9 l/s and the Consulting Engineer now considered it was being pumped at 20 l/s, 

leading to an increased flow into the Board's system at the time of pumping and as a result of these 

increased flows, there could therefore possibly be a contribution due to the Board. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Consulting Engineers be requested to continue to investigate that the water 

 being pumped from the Tesco site was in accordance with the approved plans. 

 

 ii) That, should the Consulting Engineers confirm that the discharge is not in accordance 

 with the approved plans, the Clerk be requested to write a letter to Tesco's or the matter be 

 referred to the Local Planning Authority.  

 

 

  B.1120 Replacement of Culvert 

 

 Further to minute B.1086, Mr Hill reported that the Assistant Clerk had recently been in 

contact with Minnie Smith concerning this matter.   Following this, the Consulting Engineer had 

carried out a site visit, whereupon he met with Mr Smith making attempts to drill the concrete for 

the installation of the required 600mm pipe but due to the thickness of the concrete, he had been 

unable to properly break the concrete.   Mr Hill tabled photographs of the works carried out and 

advised the Board that Mr Smith had informed the Consulting Engineer that he had made 

arrangements to hire a breaker in mid-January 2019 in order to complete the works.   Members 

expressed satisfaction that work had commenced.  In response to the Chairman, Mr Hill confirmed 

that at their last meeting the Board had resolved that the works should be completed by the 1st 

October 2018.   Members suggested a further letter be sent acknowledging that works had 

commenced and to give a further period of time for them to be completed. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That a letter be sent acknowledging that works had commenced; that the Board 

 would allow a further 28 days for them to be completed, failing which the Board would 

 commence enforcement action for the culvert's replacement. 

 

 ii) That, should the culvert not be replaced by Minnie Smith to the satisfaction of the 

 Consulting Engineer,   the Board approve enforcement action be taken for its replacement. 

 

 iii) That the Chairman and Vice Chairman be authorised to take any further action 

 they consider necessary concerning this matter. 
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  B.1121 Cadent Gas 

 

 Further to minute B.1060, Mr Hill reported that Cadent Gas now proposed to culvert a shorter 

length of drain than originally approved.   The Chairman reminded Members of the original 

proposal which had been approved by the Board.   Mr Hill informed Members that the Consulting 

Engineer was in contact with Cadent Gas over the matter but they had not, as yet, confirmed a date 

for the works to commence. 

 

  B.1122 Sale of old diesel engine 

 

 Further to minute B.1088, Councillor Corney reported that, having paid for the engine, he 

intended to have a meeting with the District Officer within the next two weeks to arrange its' 

removal. 

 

(NB) – Councillor Corney declared an interest when this item was discussed. 

 

 

  B.1123 Policy Statement 

 

 Further to minute B.1097(c), the Board reviewed and approved their Policy Statement which 

had been updated following the publication of the National Audit Office (NAO) report on IDBs in 

March 2017. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the revised Policy Statement be adopted. 

 

 

  B.1124 Requirements for a Biosecurity Policy 

 

 Further to minute B.1100, the Board considered their Biosecurity Policy. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Biosecurity Policy be adopted. 

 

 

  B.1125 Anglia Farmers 

 

 Further to minute B.1069, Mr Hill confirmed that the running of the remainder of the Anglia 

Farmers electricity contract has been monitored and he was pleased to report that the service 

provided has improved. 

 

 He added that in view of the significant increase in prices observed a utility specialist was 

approached and like for like prices at the time of tender, for a sample of meters, were requested in 

order that a comparison could be made with the prices obtained by Anglia Farmers.   Although 

some savings may have been made, overall the prices obtained from Anglia Farmers were found to 

be generally competitive.   

 

  Mr Hill advised that a verbal report was presented to the Middle Level Commissioners at their 

recent Board meeting and, based on the results of the pricing comparison exercise and in view of 

the service provided by Anglia Farmers having improved, the Middle Level Commissioners 

resolved to remain with Anglia Farmers for a further contract period post 30th September 2019. 
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 The Clerk had recommended that the Board also remain with Anglia Farmers.   However, 

should the Board choose to give notice to Anglia Farmers in late January/early February 2019 to 

end the current contract, they would then be responsible for negotiating their own separate 

electricity contract thereafter. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Board remain with Anglia Farmers for a further contract period post 30th September 

2019. 

 

 

  B.1126 Clerk's Report 

 

 Mr Hill advised:- 

 

 i) Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

  That a second Chair's meeting was held  on the 17th October 2018 and that discussions 

 centred around meeting Health and Safety legislative requirements and the possible options 

 for increased efficiency in delivery of  IDB/DDC services.   Outline detailed proposals on the 

 latter are to be brought before the next  Chair's meeting for consideration. 

 

 ii) Application for byelaw consent 

 

  That the following application for consent to undertake works in and around 

 watercourses has been approved and granted since the last general meeting of the Board:- 

 

       Name of Applicant                      Description of Works                         Date consent granted 

 

      Robert and Julie Ayres Lay a 125mm dia. duct + electricity       4th May 2018 

 cable from existing electricity pole 

 adjacent to Upwood Common P.S. 

 Ugg Mere Court Road. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the action taken in granting consent be approved. 

 

 iii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

a) Annual Conference 

 

             That the 81st Annual Conference of the Association had been held at the ICE building 

in Westminster on Wednesday 14th November 2018 and had been well attended with the main 

speakers being Sue Hayman MP, Shadow Secretary for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, 

Robert Hössen crisis management expert from the Netherlands, John Curtin, Executive 

Director of Flood and Coastal Risk Management at the Environment Agency and David 

Cooper Deputy, Director for Flood and Coastal Erosion Management at Defra.  

 

  Sue Hayman Affairs spoke about her first-hand experience of flooding in Cumbria, the 

  impact  of flooding on  mental health, building on flood plains and river management 

  without environmental change and funding. 
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  Robert Hössen gave a presentation on how incident management is organised  and dealt 

  with in the Netherlands. 

 

  John Curtin gave a presentation on the effects of climate change and  referred to the  

  government’s discussions regarding the likelihood, impact and severity of climate  

  change. 

 

  David Cooper referred to the 25 year environment plan and to various  Government  

  publications made in 2018, which can be viewed online. 

 

         That the Officers had been re-elected, subscriptions would be increasing by 2% for the 

following year and the Conference marked the launch of the Good Governance Guide for 

Internal Drainage Board Members.  

 

          That the Conference also marked the first presentation of the Chairman’s award which 

were presented to Ian Russell from the Environment Agency for his work on Public Sector 

Co-operation Agreements and to Cliff Carson, former Environmental Officer of the Middle 

Level Commissioners and the Boards, for his work which was instrumental in changing views 

concerning conservation. 

 

b) Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association will be 

held on Tuesday the 12th March 2019. 

 

 c) Subscriptions 

 

 That it was proposed by ADA to increase subscriptions by approximately 2% in 2019, 

viz:- from £542 to £553. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the increased ADA subscription be paid for 2019 

 

 d) Floodex 2019 

 

  That Floodex 2019 will be held at The Peterborough Arena on the 27th and 28th February 

2019. 

 

 e) Good Governance Guide for Internal Drainage Board Members 

 

  That ADA had produced a Good Governance Guide for Board Members; a copy of 

 which had been issued to each Member. 

 

 iv) Environment Agency Precept   

 

  That the RFCC have set the increase for precept payment for 2019/2020 at 5%. 

 

 iv) External Bodies Conservation Initiatives 

 

  That there are two projects which may have an impact on the Board:- 
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  i) The New Life on the Old West project being led by Cambs ACRE which aims to 

  improve  public  understanding of the unique nature of biodiversity in the Fens and to 

  deliver improvements on community green spaces and the ditch network.   At the time 

  of  report  the project has received a £100k grant to develop the project to the point at 

  which a further £3/4 million grant bid will be made to support delivery. 

 

  ii) The Cambridgeshire Fens Biosphere, Heritage Lottery have provided £10,000 of 

  funding to research what would be necessary to bring Biosphere Reserve status to the 

  Fens.   This project is being led by the Wildlife Trust with support from Cambs ACRE.   

  If successful,  this would lead to a new  UNESCO designation.   This would be a non-

  statutory designation which records the unique nature of the area. 

 

 v) Catchment Strategy 

 

  That the EA, LLFA, IDBs and other partners are co-operating in a piece of work which 

 is looking at the pressures on the catchment from a development and climate change 

 perspective.   The aim will be to develop proposals which will guide and inform discussion 

 makers. 

 

 vi) Water Resources East Group Meeting 

 

  That the Middle Level Commissioners are setting up a Committee to discuss how they 

 can work more closely with Anglian Water and other partners to ensure that the management 

 of water and the quantity taken from the River Nene can be maximized in stressed years. 

   

  B.1127 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

 The Board considered the Report and Supplementary Report of the Consulting Engineers, 

viz:- 
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Ramsey, Upwood & Great Raveley I.D.B.    

  

Consulting Engineers Report – December 2018 

 

Pumping Stations  

Other than the matters reported at previous meetings or described below, only routine 

maintenance has been carried out.  

 
New Fen Pumping Station 

The Board’s insurance company’s loss adjuster, Crawford & Company, has contacted us regarding 

the subsiding outfall chamber and has made the following comments: 

 

“I have now received further information from Aviva concerning your claim. I also enclose a copy of 

the latest readings and the report from Ground Investigation and Piling (GIP) who undertook site 

analysis. 

 
The report from GIP has identified the ground make up and the basic construction, which simply put 

is that the first concrete structure was erected off a piled base in the 1940's and subsequently a 

further concrete structure was added in the 1960's and they have found no evidence that this was 

built off a piled foundation. It appears that over the years there has been ground movement and 

recently the 2 structures have separated, with cracks / gaps becoming visible. Forces have increased 

over the years (due to the differential movement) and when the loading exceeded a point the two 

structures separated.  
 
Aviva have given consideration to the policy coverage as the investigation phase is now concluded. 

They consider policy exclusions would apply to the circumstances as found, in particular those listed 

on page 4, subsidence section, which states:  
 
We will not provide cover for  
 

(1) Damage caused by  
 
  (b) the normal settlement, shrinking and cracking of any building  
 (d) defective design or inadequate construction of foundations  
 (f) settlement or movement of made up ground 

  
It is considered that under the circumstances policy exclusion(s) will apply and your Insurers have 

declined liability in respect of your claim.  
 
If I can be of any further assistance please let me know.  
 
Kind regards 

  
Richard  

 
Richard Popple BSc (Hons) MCMI FCA FCILA FUEDI-ELAE  
Head of Corporate Clients • Major & Complex Loss Team Director • Global Technical Services UK  
Crawford & Company • Suite 3, 1st Floor, Cadbury House, Blackpole East, Worcester, WR3 8SG  

Office: +44 (0) 1905 757727 • Direct: +44 (0) 1905 757873 • Fax: +44 (0) 121 200 4012 • Mobile: +44 (0)  7802 590991  

Email: richard.popple@crawco.co.uk • Web Sites: www.crawfordandcompany.com • www.crawfordgts.com” 

 
 

mailto:richard.popple@crawco.co.uk
mailto:richard.popple@crawco.co.uk
http://www.crawfordandcompany.com/
http://www.crawfordandcompany.com/
http://www.crawfordgts.com/
http://www.crawfordgts.com/
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Please see Appendix 1 for the report from Ground Investigation and Piling Ltd.  

 

We have been unable to locate any constructional drawings of the station and therefore cannot 

confirm the surge chamber foundation. The Board’s instructions regarding any further 

investigations/remedial works is required. 

 

Pumping Hours  

Total Hours Dec 17 -
Dec 18 

Dec 16 -
Dec 17 

Dec 15 - 
Dec 16 

Dec 14 -
Dec 15 

Dec 13 – 
Dec 14 

 

Green Dyke  
45 

 (5587) 
213 

(5542) 
73 

(5429) 
93 

(5356) 
182 

(5263) 
 

New Fen 408 146 306 339 671  

No 1 
104 

(1338) 
55 

(1231) 
211 

(1176) 
 

(965) 
  

No 2 
304 

(3588) 
91 

(3284) 
95 

(3193) 
 

(3098) 
  

Upwood Common 
    152 

(4056) 
50 

(3904) 
83 

(3854) 
105 

(3771) 
130 

(3666) 
 

 

Planning Applications 

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following 5 new development related 

matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting: 

MLC 

 Ref. 

 Council 

 Ref. 

 

Applicant 

Type of 

Development 

 

Location 

343 H/18/00724/FUL 
C & D Construction & 
Developments Ltd 

Residential 
(2 plots) 

Ugg Mere Court Road, Ramsey 
Heights* 

344 Enquiry Client of G H Bullard 
Provision of information 
for Flood Risk 

St Mary's Road/Stocking Fen 
Road, Ramsey 

345 H/18/01064/OUT Mr A Wiltshire 
Residential 
(2 plots) 

Ugg Mere Court Road, Ramsey 
Heights 

346 H/18/01668/OUT Mr Halden 
Residential 
(3 plots) 

Ugg Mere Court Road, Ramsey 
Heights 

347 H/18/01249/FUL Mr & Mrs Wall Equestrian Middle Drove, Ramsey Heights 

 

From the information provided it is understood that the developments propose to discharge surface 

water to soakaways, infiltration devices and/or Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).  The 

applicants have been notified of the Board's requirements.  

  

Erection of a food-store, petrol filling station, residential development, community 

facilities and associated highways and infrastructure works – Tesco Stores Ltd & 

Abbey Properties Cambridge Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 114, 133 & 168); Application to replace 

Planning Permission 0501658OUT for erection of foodstore, petrol filling station, 

residential development, community facilities and associated highways and 

infrastructure works at land at the corner of Stocking Fen Road and Ramsey St Marys 

Road, Ramsey - Lord De Ramsey’s 1963 Settlement (MLC Ref No 244) and Reserved 

matters application for the residential phase consisting of 108 flats and houses, means 
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of access (to eastern side of high lode), appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.  

Application made pursuant to outline permission 0501658OUT varied by permission 

0900365S73 land at The Corner Of Stocking Fen Road and St Marys Road, Ramsey  - 

Abbey Properties (Cambs) Ltd & Lord de Ramsey (MLC Ref No 248) 

 

A further request was made to Tesco to confirm the size of pump installed, however 

confirmation has not, to date, been received.  The pump’s capacity is thought to be 20 

l/s. 

   

A Provision of Information request was processed on behalf of G H Bullard & 

Associates LLP who were updating the Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) for the larger 

Ramsey Basin development site, dated September 2005, to bring it in to line with 

current flooding information.  No further correspondence has subsequently been 

received. 

 

Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) Local Plan to 2036  

Further to the last meeting, no additional consultation documents in respect of on-going matters 

have been received.  

 

Cambridgeshire Flood Risk Management Partnership (CFRMP)  

The Commissioners’ Planning Engineer has represented both the Middle Level Commissioners 

and their associated Boards since the last Board meeting. The main matters that may be of interest 

to the Board are as follows: 

 

The Future Fenland Project  

The next meeting is to be held in November when a consultant for this project, which involves the 

Anglian Fens including Lincolnshire, will be appointed. The Commissioners’ Chief Engineer sits on 

the stakeholder group.  

 

Flood risk activities: environmental permits (formerly flood defence consents) 

The Environment Agency’s (EA) new Environmental Permitting Charging Scheme can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-charging-scheme. Early 

engagement with the EA is recommended as a slight redesign of the proposal may reduce the fees 

required. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-charging-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-charging-scheme
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Riparian Responsibilities 

There has been discussion about issues concerning land owner’s responsibilities on riparian 

“private” watercourses and the amount of time and resources that are taken up by various RMAs, 

including the Board, in dealing with riparian issues.  

 

It was suggested that a recommendation be made to the RFCC.  The options being considered are 

to do nothing; seek Government Support; or undertake an awareness campaign in the Public 

Domain with The Law Society, Local Government members etc. It is accepted by the partner 

members that some initial investment in time and resources may be required to progress these 

items further. 

 
Discussions included the “Owning a watercourse” webpage, which replaced the Living on the Edge 

booklet, this is considered to be a backward step as the information that can be presented on the 

.gov.uk website is very limited.   

 

The webpage can be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse.  

 

Hedge and Ditch Rule 

Following a problem in the area covered by the Ely Group of IDBs this “common law” ruling that is 

mainly used to determine boundaries disputes and the requirements of the Land Drainage Act, 

notably Section 25, is currently being discussed with various parties including the former 

Commissioners’ and Boards’ Clerk, Iain Smith.  

 

The latest ruling which dates to 2015 can be downloaded from the Mills and Reeve website, which 

can be found at https://www.mills-reeve.com/boundaries-and-the-hedge-and-ditch-rule-12-07-

2015/ 

 

Bank Instability - Environment Agency (EA)/IDB approach  

The EA and IDBs advised on their respective position in respect of reinstating channels that have 

failed. These are largely the same but due to cost constraints the EA now only stabilises channels 

where there are raised embankments. 

  

For Award Drains the wording of the Award needs to be considered. Some refer to the landowner 

and not the Authority concerned. 

 

IDB & LLFA Planning Process 

An update was given on the LLFA’s discussions with North Level and District IDB, the Ely Group 

and the Middle Level Commissioners in order to attain a collective approach where possible.   

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse
https://www.mills-reeve.com/boundaries-and-the-hedge-and-ditch-rule-12-07-2015/
https://www.mills-reeve.com/boundaries-and-the-hedge-and-ditch-rule-12-07-2015/
https://www.mills-reeve.com/boundaries-and-the-hedge-and-ditch-rule-12-07-2015/
https://www.mills-reeve.com/boundaries-and-the-hedge-and-ditch-rule-12-07-2015/
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However, it was explained that all three authorities have different approaches to some items and 

that any discussions with the planning authorities and agents may be iterative.   

 

The recent inaugural LLFA/AWSL/MLC Liaison meeting was briefly discussed.  The EA expressed 

an interest in joining this group. 

 

Emerging Planning & Response 

A draft flooding newspaper article and a flood call questions template, for completion by reception 

staff when receiving a flooding related call, is currently being prepared by a member of the Flood & 

Water team. 

 

Skills & Apprenticeships 

The Government is promoting the use of Apprenticeships and it is noted that many authorities are 

using these in preference to other forms of training. 

 

It is understood that the EA, together with other partners, is developing a new Apprenticeship 

Standard for Water Environment Workers in England.  This aims to support the training and 

development of workers who carry out operational activities in organisations where there is a 

responsibility to manage the impact of water environments, natural or manmade, on the land and 

surrounding businesses and homes. The water environment includes rivers, coasts (the sea), 

lakes, wetlands, canals and reservoirs. 

 

IDB Good Governance Guide/East Ridings of Yorkshire Council Guide  

Matters raised by the East Ridings of Yorkshire Council, who had governance concerns over IDBs 

within its area of jurisdiction, were briefly discussed.   

 

It is understood that correspondence was copied to all LLFAs and that Cllr Steve Count (Leader of 

Cambridgeshire County Council) provided a response which advised that the County Council had 

good partnerships with IDBs in the County. 

 

County Council Public Sector Services 

In addition to undertaking its role the group was advised that the Flood & Water Team may be 

extending its service to another County Council. 

 

Flood Risk Management Trainees 

As part of closer partnership working, training has been given to junior members of 

Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council staff and an undergraduate 

studying for a FRM degree under the EA foundation scheme. The main purpose of the training was 
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to give the candidates a better and broader understanding of water level and flood risk 

management and also how the Commissioners and IDBs operate. 

 

Feedback from both the candidates and internally has been positive and it is hoped that this 

opportunity can be offered again when the occasion arises. 

 

General Advice 

 

Assistance has been given, on the Board’s behalf, in respect of the following: 

 

a) Despite regular correspondence with Cadent Gas, no date has been confirmed for 

works to protect the high pressure gas main at the junction of Ugg Mere Court Road 

and Chapel Road.  The latest proposal is to pipe and fill a shorter length of Board’s 

watercourse than originally proposed using a 900mm diameter pipe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer  

 

 

 

 

12 December 2018 

 

RUGtR(328)\Reports\December 2018 
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Appendix 1 
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Ramsey Upwood & Great Raveley Internal Drainage Board   
 

Supplementary Report – December 2018 
 

Flood Risk Management (FRM) for the Fens Technical Group  

Further to the entry on the Future Fenland Project in the Main Report the Environment 

Agency (EA) has recently commenced the FRM for the Fens Project to determine the best 

way of managing future flood risk. 

 

As a result a technical group has been formed, including representation from the Middle Level 

Commissioners. 

 

The project was discussed at the EAs Large Projects Review Group (LPRG) meeting in 

November.  The LPRG stated that all partners who seek future Flood Risk Management but 

do not share its data for the Baseline Report are likely to be denied, or capped to 45% 

funding, as they will not be able to demonstrate a strategic approach. 

 

The project is currently at the data collection stage and details of the Board’s system and any 

hydraulic models are being collated to inform the successful consultant, who will be appointed 

in February, to progress Phase 1 of the project.   

 

In order to provide some background to the project a copy of the “elevator pitch“ used by the 

EA follows overleaf.  Please note that the extent of the geographical area shown has recently 

been amended. 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer 

20 December 2018 

 

RUGR (328)\Supplementary Report 
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 Councillor Clarke queried the development of the railway site at Ramsey in relation to the 

application by Seagate Properties for 63 dwellings.  Councillor Corney confirmed that the 

application had been approved before Christmas and that the approved plans showed a balancing 

attenuation pond.   The Chairman expressed concern that he was unaware of this proposed 

development as it was likely to have an impact on the Board's system. 

 

 With regards to the subsidence at New Fen pumping station, Councillor Clarke queried the 

time it was first noticed.   The District Officer considered it was over two years ago. 

 

 The Chairman expressed disappointment at the position taken by the Board's insurers and 

reported that the Consulting Engineer was currently drafting a counter claim to present to the 

insurers explaining why the Board considered the subsidence should be covered by them.  

 

 He confirmed that the site was being monitored but as he had not seen these readings he was 

unable to ascertain the rate of movement. 

 

 The District Officer reported that it appeared the control cabinet concrete base was also 

moving, although there did appear to be evidence of rabbits close by. 

 

 In response to the Chairman, Mr Hill reported on the grant-in-aid position with regards to the 

replacement of Green Dyke pumping station.    He reported that at a recent Local Choices meeting 

of the Environment Agency's Regional Flood and Coastal Committee, the EA had confirmed that a 

number of schemes had been deferred from the final two years of the grant allocation cycle as they 

had identified schemes that they considered could be delivered within the remaining timescale.   Mr 

Hill confirmed that the replacement of Green Dyke pumping station was not currently included for 

funding for the remaining two years of the cycle.   In response to Councillor Clarke, the Chairman 

estimated that when the matter was first raised it was considered the pumping station would be 

required to be replaced within three years.   The Vice Chairman considered that the Board would 

need accurate costings as to the replacement costs as it may be likely that the works would need to 

be commenced without the availability of grant-in-aid. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved. 

 

 ii) That the Consulting Engineers update the Chairman on the proposed application for the 

 development of the railway site at Ramsey and that the Chairman be authorised to take any 

 further action he considers appropriate. 

 

 iii) That the Consulting Engineers ensure that the subsidence to the outfall chamber at New 

 Fen pumping station continues to be monitored, together with the potential subsidence of the 

 control cabinet. 

 

 iv) That the readings from the monitoring to date be provided to the Chairman and fully 

 reported to the Board at their next meeting. 

 

 v) Green Dyke pumping station 

 

  That the Consulting Engineers continue with the proposals for the replacement of Green 

 Dyke pumping station to allow this to be used as a potential future grant-in-aid application and 

 for the Board to be able to also use this to enable them to tender for the works, should 

 grant-in- aid not be available,  and for a full update on this to be reported to the Board at their 

 next  meeting. 
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  B.1128 District Officer’s Report 

 

 The District Officer reported that the drainworks went well and with Mr Pickard's assistance 

he had resolved the problem in relation to the trees on Mr Boyden's property.   He confirmed that 

the dam at Point 61 had now been refurbished to operate the same as others within the District and 

gave a brief explanation as to how it was utilised to control water levels between the Upwood 

Common and Green Dyke systems.   He referred to an issue concerning a fence opposite Michael 

Fryer's land which necessitated having the machine stand on Mr Fryer's land to carry out works on 

the opposite side of the drain and, although completed, the fence remained and would continue to be 

a problem for future maintenance works.   The Chairman considered this to be an outstanding issue, 

which had previously been left for the occupier to move the fence outside the 9 metre byelaw 

distance when it was due to be replaced.   Mr A Butler considered the Board needed to be consistent 

in its approach to unconsented fences. 

 

 The District Officer referred to the outstanding repair works at Upwood Common pumping 

station to which Mr Hill confirmed that an allowance of £2,000 had been made in the current year's 

budget for repairs to the roof, railings and cover plate at the station. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved and that the Officer be 

 thanked for his services.  

 

 ii) That the Clerk identify the owner of the unconsented fence close to Point 76 on the 

 District map and a letter be sent requiring the fence to be moved within 28 days and that the 

 Chairman and Vice Chairman be authorised to take any further action concerning this as they 

 consider necessary. 

 

 iii) That the Middle Level Commissioners be requested to provide a quotation for the repair 

 works at Upwood Common pumping station and, on receipt of the quotation, the Chairman 

 and Vice Chairman be authorised to take any further action they consider appropriate. 

 

 

  B.1129 Conservation Officer’s Newsletter 

 

 Mr Hill referred to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, dated December 2018, which had 

previously been circulated to members.  

 

 

  B.1130 Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 

 Mr Hill reported that the sum of £311.12 (£2,988.97 less £2,677.85 paid on account) 

(inclusive of supervision) had been received from the Environment Agency based on the Board’s 

actual expenditure on maintenance work for the financial year 2017/2018 together with the sum  of 

£6,257.66 in respect of 80% of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the financial year 2018/2019. 

 

 

  B.1131 Health and Safety Report 

 

 Further to minute B.1098, the Chairman reported that he had not yet received a report 

following the Health and Safety inspection by Croner Consulting but he had received details of "do 

& don'ts" which had been displayed in the Board's pumping station.   He further reported that he 
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was still awaiting details of possible dates for a health and safety meeting with Jonathon Fenn, from 

the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

 Mr Hill reported that, following the Chairman's meeting, the Middle Level Commissioners' 

Executive Committee had asked for costings in relation to the employment by the Commissioners 

of a Health and Safety Officer in comparison to the use of consultants and that, if viable, a service 

for health and safety could be offered to the administered Boards similar to that already provided 

with regards to conservation. 

 

 

  B.1132 Damage to security fencing at New Fen pumping station 

 

 The Chairman reported on the events leading to the damage to the fencing and that Cambridge 

Water had recently contacted him to confirm that they would be looking to replace the fencing 

when ground conditions had stabilised. 

 

B.1133 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Board – 

2017/2018  

 

a) The Board considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the Annual Return 

 for the year ended on the 31st March 2018. 

 

b) The Board considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor for the year 

 ended on the 31st March 2018. 

  B.1134 Defra IDB1 Returns   

 

 Mr Hill referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2017/2018, which the Board noted and 

approved. 

 

 

B.1135 Financial Position 

 

 a) The Board considered the Estimate Update for 2018/2019.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the update be approved. 

 

 b) Mr Hill reported that the Board’s cash balance on the 30th November 2018 was:- 

 

                      Clients Premium Account -  £191,480.98 

 

 

B.1136 Date of next Meeting 

 

Mr Hill reminded Members that the next meeting of the Board will be held on Thursday the 

16th May 2019, prior to which the District Inspection will be held.  

 

 


