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MANEA AND WELNEY DISTRICT DRAINAGE COMMISSIONERS 

 

At a Meeting of the Manea and Welney District Drainage Commissioners 

held at the Lamb and Flag Public House, Welney on Wednesday the 6th February 2019   

 

PRESENT 

   

  J E Heading Esq (Chairman)   C F Hartley Esq 

  C M Barnes Esq    J Hawes Esq 

  M Buckton Esq    Mrs A J Langley 

  N Cook Esq     C W Sears Esq 

  M D R Fairey Esq    W Sutton Esq 

 

 Mr Robert Hill (representing the Clerk to the Commissioners) was in attendance.    

 

 The Chairman welcomed Commissioners to the meeting. 

 

  

  Apologies for absence 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from  C J Crofts Esq, P D Hawes Esq, M E Heading Esq, 

P Jolley Esq, R M C Sears Esq and N V M Walker Esq. 

 

 The Chairman reported that although Mr Walker was unable to attend today's meeting he had 

recently been in conversation with him and was able to report that his recovery was going well. 

 

 

  C.796 Declarations of Interest 

 

 Mr Hill reminded the Commissioners of the importance of declaring an interest in any matter 

included in today’s agenda that involved or was likely to affect any of them. 

 

 Councillor Sutton declared an interest in any planning matters as a member of Fenland 

District Council.  

 

 The Chairman declared an interest in the planning application (MLC Ref Nos. 573 & 579) 

received for A & E G Heading Ltd. 

 

 The Chairman, Messrs Hartley and Sutton declared interests (as Members of the Middle Level 

Board) in the payments made to the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

 

  C.797 Confirmation of Minutes 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Commissioners held on the 6th June 2018 are recorded 

correctly and that they be confirmed and signed. 
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  C.798 Appointments – 2019/2020 

 

 a) Appointment of Chairman 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That J E Heading Esq be appointed Chairman of the Commissioners. 

 

 b) Appointment of Vice Chairman 

  

RESOLVED 

 

 That R M C Sears Esq be appointed Vice Chairman of the Commissioners. 

   

 c) Appointment of Finance Committee 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Finance Committee be constituted as follows, viz:- 

 

   C J Crofts Esq   P Jolley Esq 

   J E Heading Esq   Mrs A J Langley 

                                                        R M C Sears Esq 

 

  

  C.799 Land Drainage Act 1991 

   

 Mr Hill reported that Fenland District Council had re-appointed Councillors M Buckton and 

W Sutton to be Commissioners under the provisions of the Land Drainage Act 1991.    

 

 Councillor Sutton reported that there would be local elections this year and that the Council 

currently had a policy of only appointing Councillors, so he did not know what the appointments 

would be following the election.   The Chairman reported that Council appointees were an 

important part of the Commissioners and that they continue to have local knowledge and contribute 

fully to the running of the Commissioners. 

 

 

  C.800 Updating IDB Byelaws  

 

 Further to minute C.747(e), Mr Hill reported that as this matter affects all Boards, and to 

ensure efficiency and to minimise costs, work on revising the Byelaws has been held until all 

Boards administered by the Middle Level Commissioners have determined their wishes.   Now that 

this objective has been achieved work is commencing and a bulk submission of revised Byelaws 

will be submitted for consideration by Defra accordingly, probably this spring. 

 

 

  C.801 Water Transfer Licences 

 

 Further to minute C.766, Mr Hill reported that discussions between ADA and the EA continue 

and the Ely Group have been piloting delivery of efficient licencing.   There remains 12 months 

until the end of the application deadline, but unless there is a change in approach, licences for 

transfer of water from main river to IDB Districts will be required (where needed) at a cost of 

£1,500 per river length affected. 
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  C.802 Ouse Washes Section 10 Reservoir Inspection and South Level Barrier Bank  

  Works 

 

 Further to minute C.767, Mr Hill referred to Newsletter from the Environment Agency dated 

August, October and December 2018. 

 

 The Chairman reported that the Environment Agency had completed more works last year 

than was anticipated and that he planned to visit the site as part of the summer inspection. 

 

 

  C.803 Public Sector Co-operation Agreements 

 

 Further to minute C.770, the Chairman reported that although the Commissioners do not have 

the plant to carry out works themselves, they supported the principle of the PSCA's.   The main area 

the Commissioners could become involved in was the maintenance of the Old Bedford River, which 

the Environment Agency continue to maintain with a 10 year maintenance plan. 

 

 

  C.804 Joint Maintenance of the Old Croft River – Upwell IDB 

 

 Further to minute C.772, the Chairman referred to the agreement with Upwell IDB for the 

joint maintenance of the Old Croft River and their proposals to carry out piling works during 

2019/2020 which had been discussed and approved at previous meetings. 

 

(NB) – Messrs Hartley and Sutton declared interests (as members of Upwell IDB) when this item 

was discussed. 

 

 

  C.805 Requirements for a Biosecurity Policy 

 

 Further to minute C.775, the Commissioners considered their Biosecurity Policy. 

 

 The Chairman reported on the Commissioners' policy regarding drain maintenance and 

Councillor Sutton referred to a recent study by the University of Leeds which suggested that 

Japanese knotweed may not be such a problem as was initially thought. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Biosecurity Policy be adopted. 

 

 

  C.806 Policy Statement 

 

 Further to minute C.783(c), the Commissioners reviewed and approved their Policy Statement 

which had been updated following the publication of the National Audit Office (NAO) report on 

IDBs in March 2017. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the revised Policy Statement be adopted. 
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  C.807 Clerk's Report 

 

 Mr Hill advised:- 

 

 i) Middle Level Commissioners and Administered Boards Chairs Meeting 

 

  That a second Chair's meeting was held  on the 17th October 2018 and that discussions 

 centred around meeting Health and Safety legislative requirements and the possible options 

 for increased efficiency in delivery of  IDB/DDC services.   Outline detailed proposals on the 

 latter are to be brought before the next  Chair's meeting for consideration. 

 

  In response to the Chairman, Mr Hill reported that he was not aware that a date had 

 been fixed for further meetings. 

 

 ii) Association of Drainage Authorities 

 

         That the 81st Annual Conference of the Association had been held at the ICE building in 

Westminster on Wednesday 14th November 2018 and had been well attended with the main 

speakers being Sue Hayman MP, Shadow Secretary for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, 

Robert Hössen crisis management expert from the Netherlands, John Curtin, Executive 

Director of Flood and Coastal Risk Management at the Environment Agency and David 

Cooper Deputy, Director for Flood and Coastal Erosion Management at Defra.  

 

  Sue Hayman Affairs spoke about her first-hand experience of flooding in Cumbria, the 

  impact  of flooding on  mental health, building on flood plains and river management 

  without environmental change and funding. 

 

  Robert Hössen gave a presentation on how incident management is organised  and dealt 

  with in the Netherlands. 

 

  John Curtin gave a presentation on the effects of climate change and  referred to the  

  government’s discussions regarding the likelihood, impact and severity of climate  

  change. 

 

  David Cooper referred to the 25 year environment plan and to various  Government  

  publications made in 2018, which can be viewed online. 

 

         That the Officers had been re-elected, subscriptions would be increasing by 2% for the 

following year and the Conference marked the launch of the Good Governance Guide for 

Internal Drainage Board Members.  

 

         That the Conference also marked the first presentation of the Chairman’s award which 

were presented to Ian Russell from the Environment Agency for his work on Public Sector 

Co-operation Agreements and to Cliff Carson, former Environmental Officer of the Middle 

Level Commissioners and the Boards, for his work which was instrumental in changing views 

concerning conservation. 

 

a) Annual Conference 

 

  That the Annual Conference of the Association of Drainage Authorities will be held in 

 London on Wednesday the 13th November 2019. 
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RESOLVED 

 

 That the Clerk be authorised to obtain a ticket for the Annual Conference of the Association 

for any Commissioner who wishes to attend. 

 

b) Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse Branch 

 

  That the Annual Conference of the River Great Ouse branch of the Association will be 

held on Tuesday the 12th March 2019. 

 

 c) Floodex 2019 

 

  That Floodex 2019 will be held at The Peterborough Arena on the 27th and 28th February 

2019. 

 

(NB) – The Chairman declared an interest as a Director of ADA. 

 

 iii) External Bodies Conservation Initiatives 

 

  That there are two projects which may have an impact on the Board:- 

 

  i) The New Life on the Old West project being led by Cambs ACRE which aims to 

  improve  public  understanding of the unique nature of biodiversity in the Fens and to 

  deliver improvements on community green spaces and the ditch network.   At the time 

  of  report  the project has received a £100k grant to develop the project to the point at 

  which a further £3/4 million grant bid will be made to support delivery. 

 

  ii) The Cambridgeshire Fens Biosphere, Heritage Lottery have provided £10,000 of 

  funding to research what would be necessary to bring Biosphere Reserve status to the 

  Fens.   This project is being led by the Wildlife Trust with support from Cambs ACRE.   

  If successful,  this would lead to a new  UNESCO designation.   This would be a non-

  statutory designation which records the unique nature of the area. 

 

 iv) Catchment Strategy 

 

  That the EA, LLFA, IDBs and other partners are co-operating in a piece of work which 

 is looking at the pressures on the catchment from a development and climate change 

 perspective.   The aim will be to develop proposals which will guide and inform discussion 

 makers. 

 

 v) Water Resources East Group Meeting 

 

  That the Middle Level Commissioners are setting up a Committee to discuss how they 

 can work more closely with Anglian Water and other partners to ensure that the management 

 of water and the quantity taken from the River Nene can be maximized in stressed years. 

   

 

    C.808 Consulting Engineers’ Report, including planning and consenting matters 

 

 The Commissioners considered the Report of the Consulting Engineers, viz:- 
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Manea & Welney D.D.C. 
 

Consulting Engineers Report – January 2019 
 

Pumping Stations  

Other than the matters previously reported or described below, only routine maintenance has been 

carried out since the last meeting and the pumping plant at each of the stations is mechanically 

and electrically in a satisfactory condition. 

     
Pumping Hours  
 
Glenhouse 

Hours 
Run 

17 Jan 18 - 
10 Jan 19 

14 Jan 17 – 
17 Jan 18 

16 Jan 16 – 
14 Jan 17 

14 Jan 15 – 
14 Jan 16 

   

No 1 214 152 101 219    

No 2 144 43 253 166    

No 3 234 76 172 177    

No 4 203 152 96 203    

Total  423 622 765    

 
Purls Bridge 

Hours 
Run 

17 Jan 18 - 
10 Jan 19 

14 Jan 17 – 
17 Jan 18 

16 Jan 16 – 
14 Jan 17 

14 Jan 15 – 
14 Jan 16 

   

No 1 237 166 94 121    

No 2 241 159 147 367    

Total  325 241 488    

 

Planning Applications  

In addition to matters concerning previous applications, the following 8 new development related 

matters have been received and, where appropriate, dealt with since the last meeting: 

MLC 

Ref. 

Council 

Ref. 

 

Applicant 

Type of 

Development 

 

Location 

575 18/00752/F 
Pisces Country 
Park 

Leisure 
(6 plots) Bedford Bank, Welney 

576 F/YR18/0537/RM 
Leyzan 
Developments Ltd 

Residential 
(4 plots) Station Road, Manea 

577 
F/2007/18/CC & 
F/YR18/2007/CCC CCC Education Station Road, Manea 

578 Enquiry 
Lovell Partnerships 
Limited 

Residential 
(Not known) 

Wimbiington Road/Wisbech Road/Station 
Road, Manea 

579 F/YR18/0908/F 
A & E G Heading 
Ltd 

Anaerobic Digestion 
Plant Fifty Road, Manea 

580 F/YR18/0957/F Dr D Pressland 
Residence 
(Garage/workshop) High Street, Manea 

581 F/YR18/1060/F Mr & Mrs McDermid 
Residence 
(Extension) Charlemont Drive, Manea 

582 F/YR18/1036/F Mr D Cole  Residence  Park Road, Manea* 
 

A development that is known to propose direct discharge to the Commissioners’ system is 

indicated with an asterisk.  The remainder are understood to propose surface water disposal to 

soakaways/infiltration systems or sustainable drainage systems, where applicable.   
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Some of the above are likely to discharge treated foul water effluent into the Commissioners’ 

system either via private treatment plants or Manea Town Lots Water Recycling Centre (WRC). 

 
No further correspondence has been received from the applicants or the applicants’ agents 

concerning the following developments and no further action has been taken in respect of the 

Commissioners’ interests.   

 

Erection of 14 dwellings; comprising; 2 x 3 storey 5/6 bed, 1 x 3 storey 5 bed, 5 x 2 

storey 4 bed and 6 x 2 storey 3 bed with associated garaging at Station Road, Manea – 

Mr Short and Mr Fox (MLC Ref Nos 446, 449, 482 & 511)  

 

Erection of 15 dwellings on land east of 11 - 21 Park Road, Manea - Mr E Barnes (MLC 

Ref Nos 525 & 561) 

 

Residential development, garages, associated parking, the formation of allotments, 

public open space, and a new access on land west of Teachers Close, Manea - 

Portman Developments (MLC Ref No 453), Client of Woods Hardwick (MLC Ref Nos 

514 & 538) & Matthew Homes (MLC Ref Nos 545, 551 & 557)   

 
In view of the absence of recent correspondence and any subsequent instruction from the 

Commissioners it will be presumed, unless otherwise recorded, that the Commissioners are 

content with any development that has occurred and that no further action is required at 

this time. 

 

Residential development (Delilah Close) involving demolition of existing buildings at 

International House, Station Road, Manea - Mr J Daniels (MLC Ref No 365) & 

Homestead Development Company Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 386 & 436)   

 

Further to item ii) of minute C.776 Consulting Engineers’ Report made at the last 

meeting, further discussions have occurred but no subsequent correspondence has 

been received. Efforts are currently being made to re-engage with the management 

company.  

 

Erection of 26 dwellings at land west of 49-49A High Street, Manea - Cole Properties 

(Manea) Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 415 & 471)   

 

Members may recall that the original application for an un-regulated surface water 

discharge from Phase 2 of this development was submitted in July 2017 but no 

contribution fee was received, correspondence from the applicant’s engineering 
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consultant, MTC Engineering (Cambridge) Ltd advised that the applicant was “looking 

at discharging at greenfield”.  This application was later rejected. 

 

A subsequent consent application was submitted, the covering letter of which, dated 

11th October, advised that the application is “…. for consent to discharge surface and 

foul water for the 21 dwellings forming Phases 2 and 3 of the proposed development of 

St Nicholas Close.” A further discharge consent application for the disposal of 

regulated surface water from both Phases but treated effluent from Phase 2 only, dated 

22nd February 2018, was subsequently submitted.  

 

Whilst an application meeting the Commissioners’ minimum validation requirements 

was achieved several items of concern were raised during the consideration of the 

application. These are as follows: 

  

(a) No Detailed Method Statement or Works Schedule have been included. 

 

(b) The Habitats and Species Risk Assessment and Action Plan (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) primarily consists of the Board’s BAP and do not detail any 

adverse impacts on the flora and fauna within the receiving watercourses, 

including the Board’s system.  

 

(c) The Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) provided is very generic and does not fully 

assess the adverse impacts on the local water level management systems or the 

Board’s system and does not advise on any proposed mitigation works.  

 

 No reference is made to treated effluent disposal, however, the Assessment was 

written before the Supreme Court’s decision in July 2014. 

 

(d) Clarification is required concerning the impermeable area created and that used 

in the hydraulic calculations to determine the size of the balancing pond and the 

discharge rate emanating from it. 

 

(e) No Water Level and Flood Risk Management Maintenance and Action plan, 

including maintenance proposals and/or schedules, appears to have been 

provided.  Therefore, the issues of ownership, long-term funding, management 

and maintenance arrangements for the upkeep of the facilities in perpetuity are of 

concern. 

 

The pond is bounded by two dwellings which are understood to be in the applicant’s 

ownership, as is the arable field to the south. The applicant has verbally advised that 
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the pond can be accessed which may be satisfactory whilst he is the land owner, but 

what happens when the land is sold does not appear to have been considered. 

 

The provision of a suitably sized off-loading area and access routes to the pond 

together with protected maintenance access strips, say, at least 9m wide, to enable 

ready access for the large maintenance machinery required to undertake maintenance 

and spoil disposal has been suggested. 

 

Therefore, in view of the above concerns it has not been possible to provide a positive 

recommendation at this time. The provision of the outstanding information is currently 

awaited. 

 

Development at Knyverton House, Wisbech Road, Manea - Mr M Balaz (MLC Ref No 

516) & Ms A Kusynova (MLC Ref No 524) 

 

Further to the last Board report, we have yet to receive the further information needed 

to process the application. Currently the application quality is poor and the proposed 

works do not meet the Board’s minimum requirements, therefore this application would 

be refused following the normal process. However, it is likely the works have been 

completed and the treatment plant is likely discharging to the Board’s system. 

Therefore, to refuse the application will mean that enforcement action will have to be 

taken. 

 

It is requested that the Board provide instruction on how it wishes the matter to 

be dealt with. 

 

Proposed residential development to the north west of The Grange and south east of 

New Road, Welney - Client of JPP Consulting (MLC Ref No 559) & Mr R Boyd (MLC 

Ref No 567) 

 

Further pre-application consultation discussions involving both the Board’s Chairman 

and Upwell IDB have continued with JPP Consulting (JPP), the applicant’s engineering 

consultant, and Loyd Homes concerning the development. Three Byelaw applications, 

for the replacement access crossing, surface water discharge headwall and 

encroachment within the 9.0m wide maintenance access strips, have been submitted 

and are currently the subject of discussions. 

 

In response to the matters raised in minute C.773 “Presentation by Mr W Allsopp – JPP 

Consulting - Proposed residential development to the north west of The Grange and 
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south east of New Road, Welney – Client of JPP Consulting (MLC Ref No 559) and Mr 

R Boyd (MLC Ref No 567)” made at the last meeting and in the order that the points 

are raised in the minutes it is confirmed that: 

 

(i) Surface water disposal from the site will be direct into the Old Croft River 

(OCR). However, the rate of discharge will be attenuated. 

 

(ii) Further to the last meeting the number of plots adjacent to the OCR has been 

revised from four down to two, the revised layout is shown in the extract below. 

In the absence a definitive survey the exact location of these plots has yet to 

be approved.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract from ABDS Drawing No B/MW/17/006 Rev G 
 

(iii) The extent of the survey of the OCR, between the New Road culvert and the 

access culvert to The Grange, has been agreed with JPP. These structures 

are the hydraulic constraints that primarily affect the water levels within this 
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section of the watercourse.  JPP has advised that the survey “… will pick up 

the bed level and IL (invert level) of any existing culvert if this can be 

determined and will better clarify the existing top of bank now the site has 

been cleared.” 

 

 In view of the attenuated discharge from the site it is considered that no major 

improvements will be required, however the replacement of the existing 

access structure with the box culvert will assist flows along this section of 

watercourse. 

 

(iv) Further details of the discharge rates are currently awaited from JPP and once 

these have been received it will be possible to determine the associated 

contribution fee. It should be appreciated that as an attenuated discharge the 

contribution fee will be significantly smaller than that for an un-attenuated 

discharge. 

 

As a result of discussions undertaken before Christmas, JPP also confirmed/advised on 

the following: 

 

Culvert Application – No.1 

An Approval in Principle (AIP) application has been submitted to Norfolk Highways 

regarding the culvert. The highway boundary has been confirmed as being the brink of 

the OCR, the culvert will not form part of any highway structure. As it stands the culvert 

will need to form part of the management company maintenance agreement. 

 

Headwall application – No.2 

A larger scale drainage layout in the area of the headwall showing the protective 

revetment required will be provided on the subsequent revisions to the drawings. 

 

Works within the 9m strip application No. 3 

Once the survey has been undertaken updated cross sections drawn at a natural scale 

will include all the required information including any channel re-profiling, the discharge 

headwall, culvert and footpath works. 

 

All applications 

• The funding for the scheme is dependent on the approval of the applications and 

until this is in place a contractor cannot be appointed therefore details of the 

temporary works, method statements and the management company information 

cannot be implemented at this time.  
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• The requirement for the provision of temporary site fencing would be added to the 

relevant previously submitted by-law application 

 

According to the Borough Council’s Public Access webpage planning permission was 

granted, subject to conditions, on 7th December. A copy of the Decision Notice, 

Officer’s Report to the Planning Committee and the Section 106 agreement can be 

viewed at: 

  

• https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/D223B30D4D1F03652418F7355E696397/pdf/18_00195_FM-
DECISION-4363534.pdf 

 

• https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/55C7CCB298C92C16F495A379A0B2C858/pdf/18_00195_FM-
COMMITTEE_REPORT-4292663.pdf 

 

• https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-
applications/files/7594A06FE27EBA298736158AC98DED47/pdf/18_00195_FM-
S106_AGREEMENT-4356480.pdf 

 

Erection of an Anaerobic Digestion Plant, associated infrastructure, lagoon and 

feedstock clamps at land south west of Crane Farm (Colony Farm), Fifty Road, Manea 

– A & E G Heading Ltd (MLC Ref Nos 573 & 579) 

 

Further to the flood risk information provided to the applicant’s engineering consultant 

in May, as part of a paid procedure, a planning application for the construction of a 

biomethane gas and electricity to grid and Anaerobic Digestion Plant was submitted, in 

November, to, and is currently being processed by, the District Council. 

 

The energy produced will be used in the adjacent agricultural buildings with the 

remainder exported to the National Grid.   

  

Whilst not really a planning consideration a potential issue for the Commissioners is the 

alignment and construction methods of the associated utilities, cables and pipelines. 

No reference is made within the submission documents concerning these and it is 

presumed that they have not yet been considered as part of the proposed scheme.   

 

Despite being advised that the proposals will be designed to inflict minimal damage, 

problems have been encountered in the past relating to such energy schemes which 

do not always appear to consider other related issues, for example, channel crossings, 

transport routes and associated remedial works, the formation/uprating/reconstruction 

of access culverts/roads, and other works to accommodate specialist construction 

machinery and associated infrastructure, whether it is under or over ground, are 

https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/D223B30D4D1F03652418F7355E696397/pdf/18_00195_FM-DECISION-4363534.pdf
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/D223B30D4D1F03652418F7355E696397/pdf/18_00195_FM-DECISION-4363534.pdf
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/D223B30D4D1F03652418F7355E696397/pdf/18_00195_FM-DECISION-4363534.pdf
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/55C7CCB298C92C16F495A379A0B2C858/pdf/18_00195_FM-COMMITTEE_REPORT-4292663.pdf
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/55C7CCB298C92C16F495A379A0B2C858/pdf/18_00195_FM-COMMITTEE_REPORT-4292663.pdf
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/55C7CCB298C92C16F495A379A0B2C858/pdf/18_00195_FM-COMMITTEE_REPORT-4292663.pdf
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/7594A06FE27EBA298736158AC98DED47/pdf/18_00195_FM-S106_AGREEMENT-4356480.pdf
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/7594A06FE27EBA298736158AC98DED47/pdf/18_00195_FM-S106_AGREEMENT-4356480.pdf
https://online.west-norfolk.gov.uk/online-applications/files/7594A06FE27EBA298736158AC98DED47/pdf/18_00195_FM-S106_AGREEMENT-4356480.pdf
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required. Therefore, the Commissioners’ attention is drawn to the problems that have 

been encountered by other Boards within the local area concerning the ownership, 

adoption and maintenance requirements of such utilities. 

   

Pollution control is not really a matter for the Commissioners, presumably being the 

subject of Environmental Permits issued by other authorities, however, there are 

concerns that a leachate “spill” could have an adverse impact on the waterborne 

environment. 

 

With the exception of the flood risk information enquiry the Commissioners have yet to 

be consulted upon this planning application which, based on the plans submitted, will 

require the Commissioners’ prior written consent for the piping and filling of an open 

watercourse. 

 

Proposed residential development in the vicinity of Station Road, Manea – Lovell 

Partnerships Limited (MLC Ref No 578) 

 

In late September a speculative generic enquiry was received for information on 

parcels of land for potential housing development, as indicated on the plan below. In 

response the enquirer was advised that most of the information requested could be 

found on the Commissioners’ webpage and that the provision of additional information 

or discussion needed to be in accordance with our set procedures. 

 

No further correspondence or instruction has been received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Plan 
provided by Lovell Partnerships Limited showing the extent of the enquiry area 
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Fenland District Council (FDC)  

 

FDC Liaison Meeting  

The follow up meeting has not yet been held. 

 

Cambridgeshire Flood Risk Management Partnership (CFRMP)  

The Commissioners’ Planning Engineer has represented both the Middle Level Commissioners 

and their associated Boards since the last Board meeting. The main matters that may be of interest 

to the Board are as follows: 

 

Flood risk activities: environmental permits (formerly flood defence consents) 

The Environment Agency’s (EA) new Environmental Permitting Charging Scheme can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-charging-scheme. Early 

engagement with the EA is recommended as a slight redesign of the proposal may reduce the fees 

required. 

 

Riparian Responsibilities 

There has been discussion about issues concerning land owner’s responsibilities on riparian 

“private” watercourses and the amount of time and resources that are taken up by various RMAs, 

including the Commissioners, in dealing with riparian issues.  

 

It was suggested that a recommendation be made to the RFCC.  The options being considered are 

to do nothing; seek Government Support; or undertake an awareness campaign in the Public 

Domain with The Law Society, Local Government members etc. It is accepted by the partner 

members that some initial investment in time and resources may be required to progress these 

items further. 

 
Discussions included the “Owning a watercourse” webpage which replaced the Living on the Edge 

booklet which is considered to be a backward step as the information that can be presented on the 

.gov.uk website is very limited. The County Council believe that the EA should consider the 

renaming of its document as it is confusing. 

 

The webpage can be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse.  

 

Hedge and Ditch Rule 

Following a problem in the area covered by the Ely Group of IDBs this “common law” ruling that is 

mainly used to determine boundaries disputes and the requirements of the Land Drainage Act, 

notably Section 25, is currently being discussed with various parties including the former 

Commissioners’ and Boards’ Clerk, Iain Smith.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-permitting-charging-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/owning-a-watercourse
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The latest ruling dates to 2015 and can be downloaded from the Mills and Reeve website, which 

can be found at https://www.mills-reeve.com/boundaries-and-the-hedge-and-ditch-rule-12-07-

2015/ 

 

Bank Instability - Environment Agency (EA)/IDB approach  

The EA and IDBs advised on their respective position in respect of reinstating channels that have 

failed. These are largely the same but due to cost constraints the EA now only stabilises channels 

where there are raised embankments. 

  

For Award Drains the wording of the Award needs to be considered. Some refer to the landowner 

and not the Authority concerned. 

 

IDB & LLFA Planning Process 

An update was given on the LLFA’s discussions with North Level and District IDB, the Ely Group 

and the Middle Level Commissioners in order to attain a collective approach where possible.   

 

However, it was explained that all three authorities have different approaches to some items and 

that any discussions with the planning authorities and agents may be iterative.   

 

The inaugural LLFA/AWSL/MLC Liaison meeting was briefly discussed.  The EA expressed an 

interest in joining this group. 

 

Emergency Planning & Response 

A draft flooding newspaper article and a flood call questions template, for completion by reception 

staff when receiving a flooding related call, is currently being prepared by a member of the Flood & 

Water team. 

 

Skills & Apprenticeships 

The Government is promoting the use of Apprenticeships and it is noted that many authorities are 

using these in preference to other forms of training. 

 

It is understood that the EA, together with other partners, is developing a new Apprenticeship 

Standard for Water Environment Workers in England.  This aims to support the training and 

development of workers who carry out operational activities in organisations where there is a 

responsibility to manage the impact of water environments, natural or manmade, on the land and 

surrounding businesses and homes. The water environment includes rivers, coasts (the sea), 

lakes, wetlands, canals and reservoirs. 

 

 

https://www.mills-reeve.com/boundaries-and-the-hedge-and-ditch-rule-12-07-2015/
https://www.mills-reeve.com/boundaries-and-the-hedge-and-ditch-rule-12-07-2015/
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Flood Risk Management Trainees 

As part of closer partnership working, training has been given to junior members of 

Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council staff and an undergraduate 

studying for a FRM degree under the EA foundation scheme. The main purpose of the training was 

to give the candidates a better and broader understanding of water level and flood risk 

management and also how the Commissioners and IDBs operate. 

 

Feedback from both the candidates and internally has been positive and it is hoped that this 

opportunity can be offered again when the occasion arises. 

 

IDB Good Governance Guide/East Ridings of Yorkshire Council Guide  

Matters raised by the East Ridings of Yorkshire Council, who had governance concerns over IDBs 

within its area of jurisdiction, were briefly discussed.   

 

It is understood that correspondence was copied to all LLFAs and that Cllr Steve Count (Leader of 

Cambridgeshire County Council) provided a response which advised that the County Council had 

good partnerships with IDBs in the County. 

ADA has subsequently launched its Good Governance for IDB Members guide at the ADA 

Conference which is primarily aimed at new Board members. Five workshops have been organised 

including: 

• Marriott’s Warehouse, King’s Lynn (19 March), 

• Deafblind UK Conference Centre, Peterborough (28 March), and the 

• CIWEM Venue, Farringdon London (3 April). 

 

Further details on the guide and the workshops can be found at the following link 

https://www.ada.org.uk/2018/11/ada-publishes-guide-to-good-governance-for-internal-drainage-

board-members/ 

 

County Council Public Sector Services 

In addition to undertaking its role the group has been advised that the County Councils Flood & 

Water Team will be providing a joint working arrangement with Peterborough City Council who will 

be attending future meetings. 

 

RMA support & the Delivery of projects 

Following concerns raised by IDBs and other RMAs the EA has engaged RMA support to assist in 

the delivery of projects. Funded by the Local Levy and based at Ely it is understood that they will 

be the Commissioners’/Boards’ point of contact.  

 

https://www.ada.org.uk/2018/11/ada-publishes-guide-to-good-governance-for-internal-drainage-board-members/
https://www.ada.org.uk/2018/11/ada-publishes-guide-to-good-governance-for-internal-drainage-board-members/
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RMA’s Medium Term Programmes (MTP) 

The RFCC has expressed a keen interest in knowing more about the different projects that 

partners in Cambridgeshire have put forward to the MTP for FDGiA. This is in part because the 

RFCC wants us to all understand each other’s projects better. They would particularly like it if the 

RFCC Member Councillors for each County were familiar with all of the projects in their area and 

were able to champion them, not just the ones from their own organisation.  

 

Therefore, the various relevant RMAs will be making presentations at Partnership meetings.  As a 

result, as the largest promoter of such projects within Cambridgeshire, a presentation on the MTP 

prepared by the Commissioners and its associated Boards has been made to the Partnership. 

 

The EA’s 2018 Flood Action Campaign  

Research undertaken by the EA in conjunction with the Red Cross reveals that most 18-34 year 

olds do not know what to do in a flood. Further information can be found at: 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/young-people-most-at-risk-in-a-flood-warns-environment-
agency-british-red-cross 
 

Update on RFCC’s Growth Work 

In order to accommodate the projected “growth”, 500,000 new homes within the Cambridge – 

Milton Keynes - Oxford (CaMKOx) arc, within the Great Ouse Catchment five Local Choices 

papers are currently being prepared on The Upstream Great Ouse Catchment, these will 

investigate the following: 

 

(i) Potential storage;  

(ii) Conveyance Study of the Main rivers to Denver Sluice, (this will investigate pinch points, silt 

deposition etc); 

(iii) A Modelling Workshop, (to use existing models as work needs to be completed now); 

(iv) An Economic Assessment, (this will include an assessment of Cost/Benefits and what it 

does to prevent flooding); and  

(v) The Bedford to Milton Keynes Waterway Link, (which will investigate potential benefits, 

water transfer/resources of the proposed new waterway between Kempston and the 

Grand Union Canal).   

 

The EA is looking for RMA involvement in the production of three papers. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/young-people-most-at-risk-in-a-flood-warns-environment-agency-british-red-cross
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/young-people-most-at-risk-in-a-flood-warns-environment-agency-british-red-cross
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Plan showing the extent of the Cambridge – Milton Keynes - Oxford (CaMKOx) arc 

 

Highways England (HE) Environmental Designated Funds (Legacy funding) 

This is one of five funds provided by HE associated with the Strategic Road Network – A1, A14, 

A47 etc., the others being Cycling, safety and integration, Air Quality, Innovation and Growth and 

Housing.  

 

The potential environmental funding is available for the following areas noise, water, carbon, 

landscape, biodiversity and cultural heritage and, therefore, could include flooding, pollution, water 

framework directive and biodiversity projects associated with the Strategic Road Network – A1, 

A14, A47 etc. Further information can be found at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-

designated-funds 

 

Fenland Flooding Issues Sub-group  

The meeting due to be held in early October was held in November.  There are currently no 

reported issues within the Commissioners’ area. 

 

King's Lynn & West Norfolk Local Plan  

No further correspondence has been received from the Borough Council concerning the Local 

Plan.  

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-designated-funds#cycling-safety-and-integration
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-designated-funds#air-quality
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-designated-funds#innovation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-designated-funds#growth-and-housing
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-designated-funds#growth-and-housing
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-designated-funds
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/highways-england-designated-funds
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Joint Norfolk Authorities Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA)  

Note. SFRAs are high level strategic documents and, as such, do not go into detail on an 
individual site-specific basis and are developed using the best available information at the time of 
preparation. 
 
It is understood that the Borough Council adopted its latest Level 1 SFRA during November. It can 

be viewed at the following link: 

 

 https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/downloads/download/82/flood_risk_assessment  

 

Flood Risk Management (FRM) for the Fens Technical Group  

The EA has recently commenced the FRM for the Fens Project to determine the best way of 

managing future flood risk.  As a result a technical group has been formed, including representation 

from the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

The project was discussed at the EAs Large Projects Review Group (LPRG) meeting in November.  

The LPRG stated that all partners who seek future Flood Risk Management Grant-in-Aid (GiA) funding 

but do not share its data for the Baseline Report are likely to be denied, or capped to 45%, as they will 

not be able to demonstrate a strategic approach. 

 

The project is currently at the data collection stage and details of the Board’s system and any 

hydraulic models are being collated to inform the successful consultant, who will be appointed in 

February, to progress Phase 1 of the project.   

 

A letter from the EA has been issued to the Chairman and a copy follows for your information.  This 

included a copy of the “elevator pitch“, used by the EA to provide some background to the project.  

Please note that the extent of the geographical area shown has recently been amended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consulting Engineer 

16 January 2019 

 

Manea & Welney (317)\Reports\January 2019 

https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/downloads/download/82/flood_risk_assessment
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Letter to Chairman  

Internal Drainage Boards Our ref:   ENV0000678C  

Middle Level Offices  Your ref    

85 Whittlesey Road  Date:   15 January 2019  

March    

Cambs   

PE15 0AH  

  

Dear Chairman  

Flood Risk Management for the Fens  

Between Local Internal Drainage Boards and the Environment Agency, we are modern 

day custodians of arguably the richest legacies of flood risk and drainage management in 

the country. I am sure you and your Board are really proud, like I am, to have a 

responsibility for critical infrastructure within a landscape that is hugely important for the 

economy, communities, food, farming and the natural environment.  

The future of the Great Ouse Fens is something I am passionate about and with IDB 

clerks and engineers we are starting a partnership and collaborative approach to their 

future flood management. This letter summarises where we are and some of the 

important steps ahead. We really need your ideas, enthusiasm, advocacy, support and 

knowledge about this fantastic part of the country.  

In recent years flood and drainage management in the Fens has been undertaken in 

somewhat of a piecemeal approach and reactive manner. With climate change projections 

and many of our assets coming to the end of their design life, we now collectively need to 

take a more strategic and long term approach. This will enable us all to maximise financial 

leverage and present a stronger more considered investment case to funding bodies.   

Flood risk management for the Fens is a project set up to consider what the future flood 

risk management choices for the Great Ouse Fens could look like. This will help us 

develop a strategic approach together that will underpin and frame all flood and coastal 

risk management investment in the Fens moving forward. This is a key requirement of 

Defra’s partnership funding policy (see attached note).  

The attached document provides further details about the project, including the 

details of those flood risk management organisations involved in the Technical 

Group. David will hopefully have already briefed you on this work and will be your 

primary engagement link as the project moves forward.  
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Supported by the Anglian (Central) Regional Flood & Coastal Committee and with the 

help of the Technical Group, we have recently secured a funding package and obtained 

financial approval for Phase 1 of the project. The main products of this phase includes:  

• A baseline report to gain a shared understanding of all land drainage and 

flood risk management assets, the economics, government grant eligibility level 

and partnership funding challenge for all sources of flooding. This will be presented 

in a similar way to the Great Ouse Tidal River Baseline Report (we  

can provide a copy if you don’t already have one) Anticipated 

delivery date Feb 2020.   

• Visualisation tools to showcase the findings of the baseline report in a way 

that informs and excites a wide variety of audiences.   

Anticipated delivery date late 2020 after the baseline report to share key messages 

from the report.  
  

For Phase 1 we have not sought financial contributions from individual IDBs within the 

Great Ouse Fens, however the success of the work and effective use of the funding we 

have secured is hugely dependent upon the timely provision of asset and financial data 

from all Risk Management Authorities. Since July 2018, we have been working as part of 

the Technical Group on the specification and provision of this data.  

We are aiming to appoint consultants for Phase 1 by early February 2019 and we are 

keen to have this data before then. Therefore it is vital that we have your support in 

helping your clerks and engineers to provide this information in a timely manner and by 

the 21 January 2019.   

This will enable the project to move forward efficiently avoiding abortive costs, and help us 

to continue to support your IDB in seeking FCRM Grant in Aid (GiA) for individual 

investments. If we have gaps or deficiencies in the data then we will not be developing a 

strategic approach and are unlikely to be successful in maximising FCRM GiA funding for 

future projects.   

Alongside Phase 1 we also collectively need to start to plan for Phase 2 of this work. 

Phase 2 is likely to start in approximately 5 years’ time and most likely be a strategic 

options appraisal, to identify the choices for medium and long term flood risk management 

in the Fens.   

Amongst the many benefits of this work, it will help us all better inform, influence and 

justify the source, nature and levels of funding required to   
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evolve and manage flood and drainage infrastructure over the medium and long  

term. The scope and governance arrangements for Phase 2 will all need to be  

developed and agreed collaboratively and there is no presumption that the  

Environ ment Agency will lead.    

Initial estimates from similar projects are that Phase 2 may cost in the region of £10  

million to £15 million, and significant levels of partnership funding will be needed to  

be sourced to unlock and complement FCRM GiA. Therefore a n investment strategy  

will be developed in parallel to Phase 1. Your Board may want to consider sooner  

rather than later how they choose to plan for this.   

In the short term, whilst the strategic work is progressing, we all still need to continue  

to invest  in the flood and drainage infrastructure within the Fens, without prejudicing  

any medium and long term choices. To frame this and support investment decision  

making in being as effective and efficient as possible, through the Technical Group  

we are also de veloping tactical plans for the Fens. These are looking at how we  

apportion benefits across respective infrastructure and apply these to upcoming  

investments. Once these are ready it may be useful to present to your Board.   

It is a really interesting and ex citing time with all this work. I hope you and your  

Board are supportive of the approach. If you have any questions or would like further  

information then please contact  David , myself or our Project Executive, Claire Bell  

( Claire.Bell@Environment - Agency.gov.uk ).   

  
Yours sincerely   

  
  
Paul Burrows   
MCIWEM CWEM CEnv   
  
Flood & Coastal Risk Manager for East Anglia Area (Great Ouse catchment inc North West  
Norfolk coast)   
  
Mobile: 07824   431597   
paul.burrows@environment - agency.gov.uk   
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  January 2019  

  

The Strategic Approach for Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Projects  

Supplementary Local Guidance Version 1  

In both Defra Policy Statements (Appraisal of Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management June 2009 and 

Partnership Funding May 2011) demonstrating and evidencing a strategic approach to flood or coastal 

erosion risk is a requirement for every project, to ensure value for money for Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk 

Management Grant in Aid (FCERM GiA).  

Catchment Flood Management Plans (CFMPs) and Shoreline Management Plans (SMPs) form the large scale 

holistic view of risk management requirements at the catchment or coastal process scale, beneath which 

more detailed strategies, and the local scale risk management activities should be developed.  

Primarily, all schemes seeking FCERM GiA allocation should be in line with or compliment any overarching 

strategic plan such, for example, the Great Ouse CFMP.  

“SMPs or CFMPs will have collected information on the economic, environmental and social assets 

at risk, the defences or coast protection works that are in place and identified preferred policies. The 

SMP or CFMP will also have engaged with stakeholders and you may be able to draw some 

information from the results. Early links need to be made with SMPs or CFMPs and strategies 

(where applicable) as they may have already identified key issues and broad solutions (in CFMPs 

these are called generic responses). It is essential to link the problem back to the policy as defined in 

the SMP or CFMP (and for schemes, to the description of the strategy, where available) to ensure 

continuity is not lost. Any conflicts between the description of the problem for your project and the 

recommendation of the SMP or CFMP (or strategy) will need to be highlighted and reconciled before 

you can progress further.” -  Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Appraisal Guidance, 2010.  

The meaning of a ‘strategic approach’ is described throughout the FCERM Appraisal Guidance, March 2010, 

mainly in Chapter 3.  It needs to include consideration of wider factors such as the economic, 

environmental, recreational and social factors that may affect or be affected by the proposed investment 

opportunity. These wider factors will then subsequently influence the selection of investment options to 

manage or mitigate the flood or coastal erosion risks. At the early stages of appraisal a wide range and 

broad portfolio of options should be identified, such as a change in pumping regimes, storage options and 

combining flood cells and assets for example. These options should be appropriate to the scale and type of 

project being undertaken.   

Any strategic evaluation should be done as early as possible when planning a FCERM project. Findings 

should be evidenced within the business case, however, as this is produced much later than the initial 

project submission is submitted to the Environment Agency (through PAFS) it may be required that 

evidence of a strategic approach be made available to the Environment Agency on request in advance of 

the programme refresh. Failure to submit such evidence on request, will result in the maximum grant rate 

for the scheme being reduced to 45%.  
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“Where there is not a clear strategic approach setting out how benefits are apportioned to 

individual investments within a system of assets, the maximum grant rate allowable will be 

reduced to 45%. This means that all risk management authorities, including internal drainage 

boards, could receive up to 100% grant levels. The reduced grant rate, relevant for all risk 

management authorities, helps preserve value for money in cases where investments may 

only score well because benefits are being double-counted.” – Partnership Funding Policy 2011   

 It is understood that there is a significant variation in the types of schemes which may be eligible for 

FCERM GiA funding. Therefore, it is reasonable to expect that the attention given to investigating a 

strategic approach should be proportional to the size of the scheme. Therefore, for smaller schemes 

(affecting a lower number of outcome measures and/or seeking a smaller sum of funding) a discussion of 

how a scheme aligns with a strategic approach may suffice. This could be evidenced, for example in notes 

accompanying a PAFS submission or captured within meeting minutes held in the early planning stages. 

Similarly, a larger scheme will require a more substantial demonstration. Any such scheme should be able 

to include, or reference any strategic analysis prior to PAFS submission or annual programme refresh.   

This guidance reinforces the Defra Policy Statements (Appraisal of Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk 

Management June 2009 and Partnership Funding May 2011), if these National policies change in the future, 

this guidance will be amended accordingly.  

  

   

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69419/pb13278-erosion-manage-090619.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69419/pb13278-erosion-manage-090619.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69419/pb13278-erosion-manage-090619.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69419/pb13278-erosion-manage-090619.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69419/pb13278-erosion-manage-090619.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/221094/pb13896-flood-coastal-resilience-policy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/221094/pb13896-flood-coastal-resilience-policy.pdf
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 Mr Hill reported that the Finance Committee had been through the report and, although there 

were a few actions in relation to planning applications, these did not depart from the requirements 

of the Commissioners that had previously been agreed. 

 

 The Chairman referred to the EA's Flood Risk Management of the Fens and the importance of 

both IDBs and Local Councils being involved as it was critical that the area is recognised for the 

important flood risk work carried out the protect the area.   He referred to the importance of food  

production in the region and the possible impact of climate change. 

 

 Councillor Sutton reported that the Middle Level Commissioners and Fenland District 

Council have previously held meetings at executive level and he had proposed that this should be an 

item for discussion at future meetings. 

 

 Councillor Buckton referred to the development at Knyverton House (MLC Ref Nos. 516 & 

524) and the Chairman outlined the proposals for the site and that, although there could be some 

development within the byelaw distance, these would not impact heavily on the Commissioners 

ability to carry out drain maintenance works.   The Chairman reported on the straw stack on the 

opposite bank and, following discussions with Mr Barnes on the ownership of this, he confirmed 

that he would discuss the removal of the straw stack from the byelaw distance with the owner. 

 

 Councillor Buckton raised concerns over the possible discharge from the treatment plant and 

Mr Fairey confirmed that the treatment plant would be subject to the Environment Agency 

certification concerning quality.   The Chairman agreed to raise these concerns with the Consulting 

Engineer in order to clarify the position. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved. 

 

 ii) That the Commissioners be kept updated as to the progress of the Flood Risk 

 Management of the Fens project of the Environment Agency. 

 

 

  C.809 Pumping Stations 

 

 The Chairman reported that both Glenhouse and Purls Bridge pumping stations were in good 

condition and operating satisfactorily.   He referred to the insurer’s requirements to inspect 

submersible pumps at 5 yearly intervals but, due to the costs involved, the Commissioners' policy, 

as with other drainage authorities, was to leave until there started to be an issue hence no 

breakdown cover is available.   He reminded the Commissioners that they had 6 pumping units and 

there was therefore adequate resiliance. 

 

 Mr Barnes referred to the possibility of utilising only one pump as the duty pump to avoid the 

possibility of all pumps reaching the end of their useful working life at the same time.   The 

Chairman agreed to investigate this proposal further with the District Superintendent and the 

Consulting Engineers. 

 

 The Chairman referred to the possible electrification of pumping units at Glenhouse pumping 

station, the possible availability of grant-in-aid and the implications of the eel regulations. 

 

 The Chairman referred to the structure at Welches Dam and reported that he had discussed the 

matter with the District Superintendent, and also earlier at the Finance Committee, at which it was 

agreed to recommend to the Commissioners to take down the building and transfer any remaining 
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equipment to the Old Glenhouse pumping station.   He confirmed that the District Superintendent 

should be able to carry out these works. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That the Commissioners do not change their current policy concerning the inspection 

and overhaul of pumping units. 

 

ii) That no further action be taken at this time concerning the electrification of pumping 

units at Glenhouse pumping station and the matter continue to be monitored. 

 

iii) That the District Superintendent be authorised to dismantle the building at Welches Dam 

 and transfer any remaining Commissioners' equipment to the old Glenhouse pumping station.

  

 

C.810 District Superintendent's wages, pension contributions and Future Labour 

Requirements 

 

 The Chairman reported on the discussions of the Finance Committee and the recommendation 

to increase the wages of the District Superintendent by 3% and the Commissioners' pension 

contributions from 5% to 6%. 

 

 Councillors Buckton and Sutton both commented that it was important to recognise the value 

of the Commissioners' District Superintendent and supported the proposals. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Commissioners approve the recommendations of the Finance Committee:-  

 

 i) That the wages of the District Superintendent for 2019/2020 be increased by 3% as 

 from 1st April 2019. 

 

 ii) That the Commissioners' pension contribution be increased from 5% to 6% as from the 

 1st April 2019. 

 

 

  C.811 Capital Improvement Programme 

 

 The Commissioners considered their future capital improvement programme. 

 

 The Chairman reported on the discussions concerning the electrification of pumping units at 

Glenhouse pumping station and that there was no other anticipated major expenditure on pumping 

stations in the near future.   He reported that the tractor and flail mower were now 8 years old, with 

the tractor having done 5,000 hours and the flail mower 3,500 hours and after reviewing this the 

Finance Committee had recommended replacing both the tractor and mower in 2020/2021. 

 

 Councillor Sutton enquired if it would be beneficial to look at a self-propelled mower and the 

Chairman confirmed that due to the workload he did not consider the Commissioners could justify 

the additional expenditure involved. 

 

 Councillor Sutton considered a self-propelled machine could be used if the Commissioners 

were to carry out works under a PSCA and Mr Fairey considered it could be justified were the 

machine to be used for the flail mowing of more than one drainage authority.   The Chairman 

referred to previous discussions concerning the possible amalgamation of the adjacent Boards that 
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discharge to the Old Bedford River, but considered any amalgamation or large scale PSCA would 

be in the future and the Commissioners would not be able to justify the additional expenditure at 

this time. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 i) That the Commissioners approve the recommendation of the Finance Committee that the 

 Capital Programme be agreed in principle and kept under review. 

 

 ii) That the Chairman be authorised to obtain quotations for the replacement of the 

 Commissioners' tractor and flail mower. 

 

 

  C.812 District Superintendent’s Report 

 

 The Commissioners considered the Report of the District Superintendent. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Report and the actions referred to therein be approved and that the Superintendent be 

thanked for his services over the preceding year. 

 

 

  C.813 Conservation Officer’s Newsletter 

 

 Mr Hill referred to the Conservation Officer’s Newsletter, dated December 2018, which had 

previously been circulated to the Commissioners. 

 

 

  C.814 Maintenance Works in the District 

 

The Chairman reported that the programme of works for 2018/2019 had been completed with 

some small areas requiring additional works and that he proposed to continue with the 

Commissioners' policy for works for 2019/2020. 

 

 

  C.815 State-aided Schemes 

 

 Consideration was given to the desirability of undertaking further State-aided Schemes in the 

District and whether any future proposals should be included in the capital forecasts provided to the 

Environment Agency.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

That no proposals be formulated at the present time. 

 

 

  C.816 Environment Agency – Precept 

 

 Mr Hill reported that the RFCC have set the increase for precept payment for 2019/2020 at 

5%. 
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  C.817 Claims for Highland Water Contributions – Section 57 Land Drainage Act 1991 

 

 (a) Mr Hill reported that the sum of £24.76 (£532.17 less £507.41 paid on account) 

 (inclusive of supervision) had been received from the Environment Agency based on the 

 Board’s actual expenditure on maintenance work for the financial year 2017/2018 together 

 with the sum of £497.44 in respect of 80% of the Board’s estimated expenditure for the 

 financial year 2018/2019. 

 

 (b) Further to minute C.745(b), Mr Hill referred to the discussions with the Environment 

 Agency over the monies available to fund highland water claims. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the position be kept under review. 

 

 

  C.818 Determination of annual value for rating purposes 

 

 The Commissioners considered the recommendation for the determination of annual value for 

rating purposes. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

i) That the determination recommended be adopted by the Commissioners. 

 

 ii) That the Clerk be empowered to serve notices and to take such other action as may be 

necessary to comply with statutory requirements.   

   

 iii) That the Chairman and the Clerk be empowered to authorise appropriate action on 

behalf of the Board in connection with any appeal against the determination. 

 

 

  C.819 Association of Drainage Authorities 

  Subscriptions 

 

 Mr Hill reported that it was proposed by ADA to increase subscriptions by 

approximately 2% in 2019, viz:- from £616 to £629. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the increased ADA subscription be paid for 2019 

 

 

  C.820 Anglia Farmers 

 

 Further to minute C.754, Mr Hill confirmed that the running of the remainder of the Anglia 

Farmers electricity contract has been monitored and he was pleased to report that the service 

provided has improved. 

 

 He added that in view of the significant increase in prices observed a utility specialist was 

approached and like for like prices at the time of tender, for a sample of meters, were requested in 

order that a comparison could be made with the prices obtained by Anglia Farmers.   Although 

some savings may have been made, overall the prices obtained from Anglia Farmers were found to 

be generally competitive.   
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  Mr Hill advised that a verbal report was presented to the Middle Level Commissioners at their 

recent Board meeting and, based on the results of the pricing comparison exercise and in view of 

the service provided by Anglia Farmers having improved, the Middle Level Commissioners 

resolved to remain with Anglia Farmers for a further contract period post 30th September 2019. 

 

 The Clerk had recommended that the Commissioners also remain with Anglia Farmers.   

However, should the Commissioners choose to give notice to Anglia Farmers in late January/early 

February 2019 to end the current contract, they would then be responsible for negotiating their own 

separate electricity contract thereafter. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Commissioners remain with Anglia Farmers for a further contract period post 30th 

September 2019. 

 

 

  C.821 Health and Safety Report 

 

 Further to minute C.787, the Chairman reported that there had been no incidents or problems 

since the last meeting. 

 

  C.822 Payments to 31st December 2018 

 

 The Commissioners considered and approved payments amounting to £140,121.79 which had 

been made between the 1st April and the 31st December 2018. 

 

(NB) – The Chairman, Messrs Hartley and Sutton declared interests (as Members of the Middle 

Level Board) in the payments made to the Middle Level Commissioners. 

 

 

C.823 Completion of the Annual Accounts and Annual Return of the Commissioners – 

2017/2018  

 

a) The Commissioners considered and approved the comments of the Auditors on the 

 Annual Return for the year ended on the 31st March 2018. 

 

b) The Commissioners considered and approved the Audit Report of the Internal Auditor 

 for the year ended on the 31st March 2018. 

 

 

 C.824 Review of Internal Controls 

 

 The Commissioners considered and expressed satisfaction with the current system of Internal 

Controls.  

 

 

  C.825 Defra IDB1 Returns   

 

 Mr Hill referred to the completed IDB1 form for 2017/2018, which the Commissioners noted 

and approved. 
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  C.826 Risk Management Assessment 

 

a) The Commissioners considered and expressed satisfaction with their current Risk 

Management Policy. 

 

b) The Commissioners considered the insured value of the Commissioners' buildings. 

   

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Commissioners approve the recommendations of the Finance Committee:-  

 

  i) That the insurance valuations are considered appropriate and remain unchanged.  

 

 ii) That the insured valuations be index linked annually. 

 

 iii) That the building at Welches Dam pumping station be taken down and any 

 equipment/machinery be transferred to the Old Glenhouse pumping station. 

 

 

C.827 Exercise of Public Rights 

 

 Mr Hill referred to the publishing of the Notice of Public Rights and publication of unaudited 

Annual Return, Statement of Accounts, Annual Governance Statement and the Notice of 

Conclusion of the Audit and right to inspect the Annual Return. 

 

 

  C.828 Expenditure estimates and special levy and drainage rate requirements 2019/2020 

 

 The Commissioners considered estimates of expenditure and proposals for special levy and 

drainage rates in respect of the financial year 2019/2020 and were informed by Mr Hill that under 

the Land Drainage Act 1991 the proportions of their net expenditure to be met by drainage rates on 

agricultural hereditaments and by special levy on local billing authorities would be respectively 

72.15% and 27.85%. 

 

 The Chairman reported that the Finance Committee had recommended setting a 39.5p in the £ 

rate. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That the Commissioners approve the recommendations of the Finance Committee:-  

 

 i) That the estimates be approved. 

 

 ii) That a total sum of £187,410 be raised by drainage rates and special levy. 

 

iii) That the amounts comprised in the sum referred to in ii) above to be raised by drainage 

rates and to be met by special levy are £135,140 and £52,270 respectively. 

 

 iv) That a rate of 39.5p in the £ be laid and assessed on Agricultural hereditaments in the 

District. 

 

  v) a) That a Special levy of £32,751 be made and issued to Fenland District Council for 

the purpose of meeting such expenditure. 
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  b) That a Special levy of £19,519 be made and issued to the Borough Council of 

Kings Lynn and West Norfolk. 

 

 vi) That the seal of the Commissioners be affixed to the record of drainage rates and special 

levies and to the special levies referred to in resolution (v). 

 

 vii) That the Clerk be authorised to recover all unpaid rates and levies by such statutory 

powers as may be available. 

 

 

  C.829 Display of rate notice 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 That notice of the rate be affixed within the District in accordance with Section 48(3)(a) of the 

Land Drainage Act 1991. 

 

 

 

C.830 Date of next Meeting 

 

Mr Hill reminded Members that the next meeting of the Commissioners will be held on 

Wednesday the 5th June 2019 (following which the District Inspection will be held).  

 

 

  

 


